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American  Numismatic  Rarities 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES,  LLC 
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Total  Prices  Realizeci: 
Over  $5  Million 
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LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

2 

977.50 

73 

1,725.00 

169 

1,840.00 

228 

437.00 

309 

483.00 

368 

2,300.00 

4 

7,475.00 

75 

2,070.00 

170 

1,782.50 

229 

4,140.00 

310 

575.00 

369 

1,035.00 

5 

2,530.00 

76 

2.127.50 

171 

920.00 

230 

1,265.00 

313 

1,150.00 

370 

10,350.00 

6 

2,990.00 

77 

2,070.00 

172 

1,035.00 

231 

862.50 

318 

2,760.00 

371 

3,220.00 

7 

747.50 

78 

1,380.00 

173 

3.910.00 

232 

862.50 

319 

2,300.00 

372 

1,610.00 

8 

2,242.50 

80 

8,625.00 

174 

1.764.10 

234 

862.50 

320 

15,525.00 

373 

1,391.50 

9 

5,060.00 

81 

2,070.00 

177 

6,670.00 

235 

3,910.00 

321 

12,650.00 

374 

1,725.00 

10 

3,910.00 

85 

805.00 

178 

1,035.00 

236 

1.265.00 

322 

2.645.00 

375 

25,300.00 

11 

80,500.00 

86 

6,900.00 

179 

1,840.00 

237 

977.50 

323 

2,530.00 

376 

1,150.00 

13 

632.50 

87 

575.00 

180 

1,150.00 

239 

2,760.00 

324 

483.00 

377 

2,990.00 

17 

1,725.00 

89 

391.00 

181 

1,725.00 

241 

10,350.00 

325 

3,450.00 

378 

3,220.00 

18 

1,955.00 

90 

9,200.00 

183 

14,950.00 

242 

23,000.00 

326 

2,012.50 

379 

3,220.00 

19 

506.00 

92 

1,380.00 

184 

833.75 

244 

18,400.00 

327 

862.50 

380 

414,00 

21 

3,910.00 

93 

920.00 

185 

2,530.00 

245 

3,680.00 

328 

1,092.50 

381 

13,800.00 

22 

74,750.00 

94 

33,350.fH) 

186 

6,325.00 

247 

27,600.00 

329 

1,955.00 

382 

1,495.00 

23 

3,450.00 

95 

632.50 

187 

1,380.00 

248 

6,670.00 

330 

977.50 

383 

57,500.00 

25 

64,400.00 

96 

5,750.00 

188 

1,955.00 

249 

18,400.00 

331 

529.00 

384 

27,600.00 

28 

92,000.00 

97 

2,300.00 

189 

2,990.00 

250 

8,337.50 

332 

6,325.00 

385 

8,625.00 

29 

1,495.00 

101 

1,552.50 

190 

4,600.00 

251 

5,750.00 

333 

632.50 

386 

1,150.00 

30 

5,060.00 

103 

414.00 

193 

862.50 

252 

23,000.00 

334 

1,380.00 

387 

10,350.00 

31 

747.50 

105 

805.00 

194 

1,552.50 

253 

8,050.00 

335 

747.50 

388 

5,750.00 

32 

1,121.25 

107 

805.00 

195 

862.50 

254 

6,325.00 

336 

3,105.00 

389 

12,650.00 

33 

805.00 

108 

603.75 

196 

1,265.00 

255 

7,475.00 

337 

977.50 

390 

1,380.00 

34 

43,700.00 

109 

840.00 

198 

632.50 

257 

1,322.50 

339 

18,400.00 

391 

23,000.00 

35 

18,400.00 

110 

862.50 

199 

805.00 

258 

1,380.00 

340 

862.50 

392 

1,035.00 

36 

1,380.00 

111 

1,035.00 

200 

718.75 

2.59 

4,600,00 

341 

13,225.00 

393 

2,530.00 

37 

862.50 

112 

862.50 

201 

632.50 

260 

9,775.00 

342 

690.00 

394 

1.092.50 

38 

690.00 

113 

4,830.00 

202 

1,150.00 

265 

862,50 

343 

977.. 50 

395 

1,150.00 

40 

3,335.00 

114 

4,370.00 

203 

1,035.00 

266 

6,325.00 

344 

6,900,00 

.396 

2,530.00 

41 

1,610.00 

116 

4,140.00 

204 

1,380.00 

267 

8,165.00 

345 

1,840.00 

397 

.575.00 

42 

3,220.00 

117 

7,475.00 

205 

920.00 

269 

552.00 

346 

21,8,50.00 

398 

2,530.00 

43 

1,955.00 

118 

2,185.00 

206 

632..50 

270 

2,070.00 

347 

3,680.00 

399 

862.50 

44 

2,760.00 

119 

2,185.00 

207 

920.00 

271 

2,530,00 

348 

920.00 

400 

747.50 

48 

258.75 

120 

2,990.00 

208 

1,380.00 

273 

632..50 

349 

4,140.00 

401 

1,610.00 

49 

4,830.00 

124 

437.00 

209 

632.50 

276 

5,750.00 

350 

632.50 

402 

2,530.00 

50 

207.00 

125 

391.00 

210 

2,530.00 

278 

805.00 

351 

805.00 

403 

6,900.00 

51 

230.00 

129 

4,887.50 

211 

3,450.00 

280 

718.75 

352 

460.00 

404 

1,610.00 

52 

1,150.00 

139 

690.00 

212 

506.00 

282 

2,932..50 

353 

1,035,00 

405 

5,290.00 

53 

276.00 

140 

2,760.00 

213 

2,990.00 

284 

1,610.00 

354 

4,140,00 

406 

10,925.00 

54 

368.00 

142 

1,265.00 

214 

2,990.00 

287 

1,495.00 

355 

805.00 

407 

1,092.50 

57 

862.50 

143 

7,475.00 

215 

920.00 

288 

1,092..50 

356 

977,50 

408 

.575.00 

58 

4,140.00 

144 

2,041.25 

216 

529.00 

290 

690.00 

357 

8,050.00 

409 

1,1.50.00 

59 

2,875.00 

145 

1,035.00 

217 

1,610.00 

291 

747.50 

358 

460.00 

410 

2,070.00 

60 

1,725.00 

146 

1,150.00 

218 

483.00 

292 

4,370.00 

359 

2,300.00 

413 

1,092.50 

61 

322.00 

152 

5,405.00 

219 

1,897.50 

294 

2,185.00 

360 

1,150.00 

414 

2,185.00 

62 

5,060.00 

156 

10,925.00 

220 

603.75 

297 

2,932.50 

361 

1,265.00 

415 

1,1.50.00 

63 

3,910.00 

157 

1,840.00 

221 

4,830.00 

298 

1.610.00 

362 

552.00 

416 

747.50 

65 

322.00 

159 

1,150.00 

222 

1,265.00 

299 

3,105.00 

363 

6,325.00 

417 

1,610.00 

66 

1,610.00 

161 

4,082.50 

223 

1,725.00 

300 

2,760.00 

364 

4,255.00 

419 

2,127.50 

69 

322.00 

163 

4,140.00 

224 

1,610.00 

304 

44,850.00 

365 

32,200.00 

420 

5,520.00 

70 

2,645.00 

165 

1,035.00 

225 

552.00 

306 

3,680.00 

366 

3,220.00 

421 

690.00 

71 

2,530.00 

167 

2,300.00 

226 

1,495.00 

307 

1,380.00 

367 

862.50 

422 

2,530.00 

LOT 

PILICE 

LOT 

PRICE 

423 

948.75 

525 

103.50 

427 

1,207.50 

526 

16,100.00 

429 

4,025.00 

528 

7,475.00 

433 

2,300.00 

529 

48,300.00 

434 

19,550.00 

531 

12,650.00 

436 

1,121.25 

533 

5,520.00 

438 

2,990.00 

534 

1,610.00 

441 

3,910.00 

537 

2,127.50 

444 

161.00 

539 

9,200.00 

445 

1,265.00 

540 

4,600.00 

446 

2,760.00 

541 

4,600.00 

448 

4,600.00 

543 

1,322.50 

449 

460.00 

546 

2,070.00 

451 

368.00 

548 

25,300.00 

452 

1,725.00 

549 

2,300.00 

453 

241.50 

550 

4,255.00 

455 

4,.370.00 

551 

3,185.50 

456 

747.50 

552 

3,191.25 

457 

345.00 

555 

575.00 

460 

207.00 

557 

6,670.00 

461 

172.50 

558 

3,450.00 

462 

195.50 

559 

5,290.00 

463 

402.50 

561 

1,955.00 

465 

460.00 

564 

14,950.00 

466 

1,265.00 

565 

12,880.00 

467 

414.00 

566 

3,450.00 

468 

138.00 

569 

4,370.00 

469 

184.00 

571 

1,840.00 

471 

195.50 

574 

10,925.00 

472 

2,530.00 

580 

17,250.00 

473 

230.00 

581 

6,325.00 

475 

1,725.00 

584 

2,875.00 

476 

50.60 

586 

862.50 

477 

34.50 

588 

920.00 

479 

391.00 

589 

368.00 

480 

690.00 

590 

3,910.00 

482 

368.00 

593 

9,775.00 

483 

109.25 

594 

1,725.00 

484 

74.75 

595 

2,300.00 

485 

345.00 

599 

414.00 

486 

1,380.00 

600 

368.00 

488 

241.50 

601 

1,380.00 

489 

437.00 

602 

149.50 

490 

483.00 

604 

258.75 

491 

178.25 

605 

690.00 

492 

253.00 

606 

4,140.00 

493 

310.50 

607 

414.00 

494 

74.75 

608 

345.00 

495 

661.25 

609 

345.00 

496 

138.00 

610 

287.50 

497 

253.00 

611 

149.50 

498 

3,220.00 

1 612 

126.50 

499 

184.00 

613 

69.00 

501 

253.00 

614 

161.00 

502 

103.50 

615 

529.00 

503 

345.00 

616 

632.50 

504 

1,840.00 

617 

126.50 

505 

161.00 

618 

184.00 

506 

632.50 

619 

276.00 

507 

1,150.00 

620 

345.00 

508 

299.00 

621 

402.50 

509 

517.50 

622 

253.00 

510 

862.50 

623 

195.50 

511 

322.00 

624 

92.00 

512 

69.00 

625 

172.50 

513 

2,070.00 

627 

920.00 

514 

149.50 

628 

1,1.50.00 

515 

207.00 

629 

276.00 

516 

80.50 

630 

287.50 

517 

230.00 

631 

356.50 

518 

1,380.00 

632 

598.00 

519 

149.50 

633 

10.925.00 

520 

63.25 

636 

16,100.00 

.521 

32.20 

639 

7,360.00 

523 

1,495.00 

641 

8.050.00 

524 

103.50 

642 

8,050.00 

Box  1804  • WOLFEBORO,  NH  03894  • 866-811-1804  • 603-569-0823  • FAX!  603-569-3875 


All  prices  listed  include  the  15%  buyer’s  fee 


1 


LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PICICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE  LOT  PRICE 


643 

20,125.(H) 

768 

2,415.00 

903 

10,925.00 

967 

920.00 

1025 

8,625.00 

1086 

2,3()().0() 

645 

3,680.(H) 

769 

2,300.00 

905 

9,200.00 

968 

7,187.50 

1027 

2,300.00 

1087 

1,897.50 

646 

4,025.00 

770 

4,945.00 

907 

4,140.00 

969 

10,350.()() 

1029 

575.00 

1088 

1,437.50 

648 

9,775.00 

775 

20.700.00 

910 

7,935.00 

972 

6,555.00 

1030 

2,415.00 

1089 

2,300.00 

649 

5,750.00 

776 

8,337.50 

911 

5,290.00 

973 

7,475.00 

1031 

1,610.00 

109(1 

1,955.00 

650 

3,220.(M) 

777 

5,750.00 

912 

39,100.00 

975 

15,525.00 

1032 

2,415.00 

1091 

4,600.00 

652 

4.600.00 

778 

8,625.00 

915 

43,700.00 

976 

8,050.00 

1033 

1,725.00 

1092 

69,()()().0() 

653 

9,775.00 

779 

4,715.00 

916 

21,850.00 

978 

1,150.00 

1034 

19,550.00 

1093 

42,550.00 

654 

5,750.00 

780 

4,025.00 

918 

6,325.00 

979 

11,500.00 

1035 

2,530.00 

1094 

29,900.00 

655 

3,680.00 

781 

3,910.00 

919 

16,100.00 

980 

977.50 

1037 

1,495.00 

1096 

8,()5().0() 

657 

8,050.00 

782 

12,650.00 

920 

6,900.00 

981 

1,380.00 

1038 

48,300.00 

1097 

2,760.00 

658 

4,715.00 

783 

13,225.00 

921 

23,000.00 

982 

1,322.50 

1039 

8,625.00 

1098 

690.00 

659 

11,500.00 

786 

43,700.00 

922 

23,000.00 

983 

2,817.50 

1040 

1,380.00 

1104 

2,300.00 

660 

29,900.00 

787 

5,635.00 

923 

14,950.00 

984 

747.50 

1041 

2,300.00 

111(1 

1,955.00 

664 

21,850.00 

789 

7,475.00 

924 

10,925.00 

985 

920.00 

1042 

3,450.00 

nil 

4,600.00 

666 

1,598.50 

790 

2,760.00 

925 

25,300.00 

986 

24,150.00 

1045 

805.00 

1116 

5,980.00 

670 

11,500.00 

791 

4,140.00 

926 

27,600.00 

988 

8,050.00 

1046 

776.25 

1117 

2,070.00 

671 

13,225.00 

792 

4,830.00 

927 

4,370.00 

993 

1,265.00 

1047 

690.(10 

1118 

2,300.00 

673 

34,500.00 

794 

920.00 

928 

3,450.00 

994 

1,782.50 

1048 

9,775.00 

1119 

4,831).0() 

674 

10,637.50 

796 

1,495.00 

929 

5,060.00 

995 

1,380.00 

1049 

4,830.00 

1121 

1,552.50 

676 

5,405.00 

798 

1,955.00 

930 

10,350.00 

996 

1,897.50 

1050 

7,762.50 

1125 

8,05().()() 

677 

6,210.00 

799 

2,300.00 

931 

11,270.00 

997 

6,037.50 

1051 

69,()0().()0 

1126 

1,38().()() 

679 

1,265.00 

801 

5,750.00 

933 

20,700.0(1 

999 

10,925.00 

1059 

632.50 

1127 

1,437.50 

681 

5,980.00 

802 

1,610.00 

935 

34,500.00 

1000 

12,075.00 

1060 

2,070.00 

1130 

1,552.50 

682 

5.750.00 

803 

3,220.00 

936 

14,950.00 

1001 

9,200.00 

1061 

2,760.00 

1132 

1,610.00 

686 

1,150.00 

804 

6,037.50 

937 

25,300.00 

1002 

14,950.00 

1062 

575.00 

1133 

5,060.00 

687 

4,370.00 

805 

6,325.00 

938 

12,075.00 

1003 

7,762.50 

1063 

1,840.00 

1134 

4,1411.00 

688 

1,006.25 

807 

2,530.00 

939 

21,850.00 

1004 

8,625.00 

1065 

14,950.00 

1137 

14,950.00 

689 

747.50 

811 

2,426.50 

940 

6,440.00 

1005 

64,400.00 

1066 

2,760.00 

1138 

5,750.00 

690 

11,270.00 

812 

6,325.00 

941 

13,225.00 

1006 

12,650.00 

1067 

2,070.00 

1140 

2,185.00 

692 

8,395.00 

814 

2,760.00 

942 

6.900.00 

1007 

21,850.00 

1068 

1,265.00 

1141 

1,380.00 

694 

6,900.00 

816 

1,955.00 

944 

1,437.50 

1008 

46,000.00 

1069 

1,552.50 

1142 

776.25 

696 

690.00 

817 

575.00 

945 

3,220.00 

1009 

8,050.00 

1070 

1,265.00 

1143 

7,015.00 

697 

5,462.50 

819 

1,725.00 

946 

1,265.00 

1010 

69,000.00 

1071 

2,300.00 

1144 

2,070.00 

701 

13,225.00 

822 

1,035.00 

949 

4,370.00 

Kill 

977.50 

1072 

39,100.00 

1145 

2,314.95 

702 

1,495.00 

823 

18,400.00 

950 

2,300.00 

1012 

723.35 

1073 

9,775.00 

1146 

1,092.50 

703 

2,185.00 

825 

747.50 

953 

2,645.00 

1013 

2,530.00 

1074 

6,325.0(1 

1147 

977.50 

705 

362.25 

826 

3,507.50 

957 

10,350.00 

1014 

2,300.00 

1075 

14,950.0(1 

1148 

18,400.00 

706 

460.00 

827 

1,725.00 

958 

5,175.00 

1016 

11,500.00 

1076 

1,725.0(1 

1149 

1,495.00 

707 

1,265.00 

832 

1,840.00 

959 

21,850.00 

1017 

7,475.00 

1078 

2,070.0(1 

1150 

1,092.50 

708 

1,610.00 

834 

8,050.00 

960 

8,337.50 

1018 

11,500.00 

1079 

3,795.00 

1151 

1,955.00 

709 

1,610.00 

836 

4,255.00 

961 

3,680.00 

1019 

9,200.00 

1080 

8,050.00 

1154 

920.00 

711 

891.25 

837 

6,037.50 

962 

9,775.00 

1020 

1,437.50 

1083 

1,1163.75 

1155 

1,035.00 

712 

368.00 

839 

10,350.00 

963 

2,760.00 

1021 

891.25 

1084 

2,070.0(1 

1156 

1,035.00 

715 

7,820.00 

840 

3,105.00 

964 

2,185.00 

1024 

11,500.00 

1085 

6,900.00 

1157 

1,035.00 

718 

720 

721 
724 
726 

728 

729 

730 

732 

733 

734 

735 

737 

738 

739 

740 

741 

742 

743 

744 
748 

751 

752 

753 

756 

757 

758 

759 
7(>0 
761 

766 

767 


920.00 

1.150.00 

3.220.00 
833.75 

4.140.00 

690.00 

1.150.00 

10.350.00 

1.955.00 

1.035.00 

1.840.00 

1.380.00 
862.50 

207.00 

8.625.00 

2.127.50 

1.725.00 

2.185.00 

10.925.00 

6.325.00 

6.325.00 

9.775.00 

1.610.00 
23,000.00 

1.1.50.00 

920.00 

5.750.00 

7.475.00 

1.092.50 

989.00 
891.25 

1.610.00 


842 

845 

847 

848 

849 

850 

852 

853 

855 

856 

857 
859 
861 
862 
864 

869 

870 

871 

875 

876 

878 

879 
882 
883 
886 
888 

891 

892 

895 

896 
899 
902 


2.990.00 

3.680.00 

3.795.00 

1.610.00 
954.50 

2.300.00 

4.830.00 

8.625.00 

1.150.00 

6.900.00 

25.300.00 

1.840.00 

1.380.00 

4.715.00 

3.220.00 

2.990.00 

10.350.00 

3.795.00 

3.220.00 
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THE  SESSION 

Wedgwood  Ballroom 

Renaissance  Orlando  Resort  at  Sea  World 
6677  Sea  Harbor  Drive 
Orlando,  FL  32821 
407-351-5555 

Tuesday,  January  3 

1:00  PM 

There  will  be  a dimier  break  from 
approximately  5:30  to  6:30 


LOT  VIEWING 

Wedgwood  Ballroom 

Renaissance  Orlando  Resort  at  Sea  World 

Sunday,  January  i 

1:00  pm  - 6:00  pm 

Monday,  January  2 
9:00  am  - 6:00  pm 


To  insure  we 
receive  your  bids: 


Please  have  mail  and  fax  bids 
to  us  by: 

NOON,  Eastern  Time 
Monday,  January  2,  2006. 

There  will  be  pre-sale  and 
live  bidding  available 
on  the  internet  at 
WWW. anrcoins.com 
Pre-registration  for  live  in- 
ternet bidding  is  required  by 
Monday,  January  2,  2006. 


Prices  Realized 


Prices  realized  will  be  posted  on 
the  internet  soon  after  the  sale.  See 
www.anrcoins.com 

A printed  list  of  prices  realized  will 
be  sent  to  all  subscribers  approxi- 
mately 30  days  after  the  sale. 

For  prices  realized  by  phone: 
Call  603-569-0823.  Limit  10  lots 
per  caUer. 


LOT  PICK-UP 


Wednesday,  January  4 

9:00  am  - 11:30  am 
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March  14-15,  2006 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

June  21-23,  2006 

Chicago,  Illinois 

In  conjunction  with  the  Mid-America  Coin  Expo 
Now  Accepting  Consignments 

August  11,  2006 

Denver,  Colorado 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

October  5,  2006 

Atlanta,  Georgia 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

November  7-8,  2006 

Baltimore,  Maryland 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 

january  2-3,  2007 

Orlando,  Florida 

Now  Accepting  Consignments 


AMERICAN  NUMISMATIC  RARITIES,  llc 


Box  1804  • Wolfeboro,  NH  03894 
Toll-Free:  866-811-1804*  Fax:  603-569-3875 

www.anrcoins.com  • email:  aLictions@anrcoins.com 


American  Numismalk:  RARirir.s 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


THE 


of  American  Numismatic  Rarities 

President:  Christine  Karstedt 
Numismatic  Director:  Q.  David  Bowers 


AUCTION 

Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Cotis{i!timeiits 
John  Pack,  Consii^iiments 
Frank  Van  Valcn,  Senior  Numismatist 
John  J.  Kraljcvich,  Numismatic  Research 
Andrew  W.  Pollock  111,  Numismatic  Researcher 
Beth  O.  Piper,  Numismatist 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara,  Auction  Coordinator 

AUCTIONEERS 

Christine  Karstedt 
Frank  Van  Valen 


GIC\PHICS 


Jennifer  Meers 
Christine  Metcalfe 
Jenna  V.  King 


Christine  Karstedt  serves  as  our 
President  and  handles  our  Marketing  and 
Publicity  with  unbridled  enthusiasm.  A 
fixture  at  numismatic  conventions  and 
auctions  for  over  a decade,  Chris  has 
built  a vast  network  of  industry  contacts 
during  her  extensive  career.  Chris’ 
unique  ability  to  attract  worldwide 
attention  to  the  sale  of  numismatic 
material  placed  her  at  the  epicenter  of  the 
marketing  of  the  $100  million  treasure 
ot  the  S.S.  Central  America.  Chris  has  worked  with  numismatic  trade 
publications  as  well  as  the  mainstream  press  since  she  initially  started 
in  the  numismatic  industry  with  Bowers  and  Merena.  While  there 
she  structured  the  publicity  for  the  sales  of  the  Eliasberg  Collection, 
the  Bass  Collection,  the  Norweb  Collection  of  Canadian  coins 
and  countless  other  events.  At  American  Numismatic  Rarities  she 
has  coordinated  the  worldwide  publicity  for  such  auctions  as  the 
Haig  A.  Koshkarian  Collection,  the  Oliver  Jung  Collection,  and 
the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection  of  World  Gold  Coins.  Her 
unstinting  and  tireless  efforts  help  consignors  receive  the  highest 
possible  prices  for  their  coins.  Chris  is  deeply  involved  with  day- 
to-day  operations  and  is  our  lead  auctioneer. 


PHOTOGRAPHY 

Douglas  Plasencia 

SALES 

Melissa  Karstedt 

FINANCIAL 

Laurel  A.  Morrill 

CUSTOMER  SERVICE 

Georgie  Babalis 
Andrew  Bowers 

Amy  Hammontree 
Kat  Hannington 
Jenna  V.  King 
Vicki  L.  Martin 
Susan  Novak 
Pam  Roberts 
Mary  Tocci 
Jeremy  Wiggin 

Q.  David  Bowers,  Numismatic 
Director  for  American  Numismatic 
Rarities,  is  perhaps  the  best-known 
and  most  noteworthy  numismatist  of 
the  last  50  years.  Beginning  in  1953, 

Dave’s  contributions  to  numismatics 
have  continued  uninterrupted  and 
unabated  to  the  present  day.  His  work 
with  rare  coins  is  so  voluminous  and 
so  extraordinary  that  he  was  named 
by  CoinAge  magazine  as  one  ot  the 
“Numismatists  of  the  Century.’’  Dave’s  dedication  to  the  hobby  and 
his  lifelong  interest  in  rare  coins,  along  with  his  pursuit  of  scholarly 
knowledge,  have  made  him  one  of  the  most  honored  and  revered 
numismatists  of  all  time.  Dave  is  the  only  person  to  have  served  as 
president  of  both  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild  (1977-1979) 
and  the  American  Numismatic  Association  (1983- 1985).  Dave  is  the 
most  prolific  numismatic  author  of  our  generation,  hawng  produced 
more  than  40  works,  mostly  written  in  the  field  of  rare  coins.  From 
the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  he  has  received  the  coveted 
Friedberg  Award  a record  seven  times!  During  his  illustrious  career, 
Dave  has  catalogued  and  sold  at  public  auction  many  ot  the  finest  and 
most  valuable  and  important  collections  ever  assembled. 
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Dr.  Richard  A.  Bagg,  Director  of  Auction 
Cotis{^mneuts,  is  a nationally  known  rare 
coin  expert  and  scholar  with  30  years 
ot  auction  experience  and  has  served  as 
Auction  Director  for  nearly  two  decades 
under  the  tutelage  of  Q.  David  Bowers.  In 
the  course  ot  his  celebrated  career,  Rick  has 
processed  several  hundred  million  dollars 
worth  of  rare  coins  at  auction  for  thousands 
ot  collectors,  institutions,  executors,  dealers,  and  investors. 
Rick  shows  an  impressive  degree  of  expertise  and  consummate 
knowledge  of  numismatics  with  few  parallels.  As  a numismatic 
scholar,  ITick  has  provided  information  to  over  a dozen  standard 
reference  sources,  conducted  substantive  research  for  the  Official 
ANA  Grading  Standards  for  United  States  Coins  and  edited  a book 
entitled  Grading  Coins.  He  has  also  written  numerous  articles  that 
have  appeared  in  numismatic  trade  publications  including  The 
Numismatist  where  he  won  a Heath  Literary  Award. 

John  M.  Pack,  our  Associate  Director  of 
Auction  Consignments,  has  been  involved 
in  numismatics  for  over  20  years.  John’s 
^iit^husiasm  for  all  aspects  of  numismatics, 
and  his  sincere  approach,  guarantees  that 
every  consignment  will  be  presented  to 
its  finest  advantage  so  as  to  provide  the 
highest  possible  prices  realized.  In  addition 
to  working  with  auction  consignors,  John 
catalogues  currency  for  the  firm.  While  at  Bowers  and  Merena, 
John’s  cataloguing  talent  was  widely  recognized  for  several  record 
setting  presentations  of  U.S.  paper  money  highlighted  by  the 
world-renowned  collections  of  Bass  and  Rich.  In  addition,  he 
was  selected  to  compose  the  currency  chapter  of  the  Harry  IV. 
Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylioge. 

Frank  Van  Valen,  our  Senior  Numismatist, 
is  one  of  America’s  best  known  numismatic 
personalities.  Widely  praised  for  over  two 
decades  for  his  numismatic  cataloguing, 
Frank’s  byline  has  appeared  m scores  of  the 
most  important  catalogues  ever  written, 
including  the  1987-88  Norweb  Collection 
sales,  the  1999-2000  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr. 
sales,  and  countless  specialized  collections 
including  the  Texas  Collection  of  California  Fractional  Gold,  the 
historic  coin  collection  of  Commodore  Matthew  C.  Perry,  and 
the  Tower  Hill  Collection  of world  coins.  Frank  has  contributed 
to  the  last  17  editions  of  A Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins, 
and  his  writing  talents  have  earned  him  the  recognition  of  the 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  A frequent  instructor  at  the  ANA 
Summer  Seminar,  Frank  has  an  expert  understanding  of  the 
intricacies  of  all  American  coinage  in  addition  to  many  other 
numismatic  fields.  Frank  is  also  a licensed  auctioneer  for  ANR. 


John  J.  Kralj  evich,  Jr.,  serves  as 
our  Director  oj  Numismatic  Research. 

A numismatic  prodigy  since 
preadolescence,  John’s  insightful  and 
historical  contributions  to  our  catalogues 
add  value  and  interest  to  numismatic 
material  in  our  sales.  An  expert  on 
early  American  coinage.  Numismatic 
Americana,  and  the  technical  aspects  of 
minting  technology,  John  has  taught  seminars  hosted  by  the 
American  Numismatic  Association,  the  Colonial  Williamsburg 
Foundation  and  is  a columnist  in  the  ANA  magazine.  The 
Numismatist.  The  Numismatic  Literary  Guild  recognized 
John’s  cataloguing  of  the  Lucien  LaRiviere  Collection,  the 
first  $1  million  collection  of  American  medals  ever  sold  at 
auction,  with  its  highest  cataloguing  award  for  tokens  and 
medals.  A frequent  consultant  to  museums  and  institutions, 
John  catalogues  many  of  our  important  offerings  and  enjoys 
working  directly  with  our  consignors.  John  was  a recent 
recipient  of  the  ANA’s  coveted  Heath  Literary  Award  for  an 
article  on  the  coins  of  pre-federal  New  York,  and  serves  as  an 
officer  of  the  Numismatic  Bibliomania  Society  and  the  Medal 
Collectors  of  America. 

Andrew  W.  Pollock  III,  our  Numismatic 
Researcher,  authored  United  States  Patterns 
and  Related  Issues,  a standard  reference 
book  on  United  States  pattern  coins 
issued  from  1792  to  circa  1979,  winner  of 
the  prestigious  Professional  Numismatists 
Guild  “Robert  Friedberg  Award”  in  1995. 

He  is  also  the  author  of  “Advertisement 
Index  to  the  Boston  Newsletter  and 
Massachusetts  Gazette,  1704-1776.”  Over  the  years.  Pollock 
has  participated  in  the  writing  of  dozens  of  rare  coin  auction 
catalogues,  and  has  personally  catalogued  rare  coins  having  an 
estimated  collective  value  of  between  $50  and  $100  million. 
As  a hobby.  Pollock  enjoys  collecting  antique  hand  tools 
manufactured  in  Kingston,  Massachusetts. 

Beth  Piper  began  her  career  in 
numismatics  at  Bowers  and  Merena 
and  worked  18  years  with  that  firm.  In 
that  time,  she  earned  the  distinction 
of  having  spent  more  continuous  years 
working  under  the  direction  of  Q.  David 
Bowers  than  any  other  individual.  One 
of  her  primary  jobs  is  processing  and 
proofreading  auction  lots  and  the  final 
compilation  of  data  files  for  catalogues.  Her  work  with  great 
numismatic  auction  sales  is  extensive  and  includes  landmark 
offerings  such  as  the  Norweb,  Eliasberg,  Bass,  and  Childs 
collections,  among  over  100  other  sales. 
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Doug  Plasencia  manages  our  photography 
department  and  personally  takes  all  of  the 
coin  photographs  that  appear  in  our 
auction  catalogues,  on  our  website,  and 
in  our  other  publications.  He  has  been 
a professional  numismatic  photographer 
for  many  years,  perfecting  his  skills  with 
Bowers  and  Merena.  In  his  career,  he  has 
photographed  many  ot  the  most  important  numismatic  collections 
ever  fonned  and  sold,  including  those  of  Eliasberg,  Bass,  Childs, 
among  others.  To  his  further  credit,  he  was  selected  by  the 
Calitornia  Gold  Marketing  Group  to  do  photography  of  the  gold 
ingots  recovered  from  the  S.S.  Cetitral  America,  he  photographed 
the  Jay  Roe  Collection  of  California  fractional  gold  coins  to 
illustrate  the  most  recent  edition  of  the  Breen-Gillio  reference, 
and  he  was  selected  to  photograph  the  Bass  Core  Collection  by 
the  Bass  Research  Foundation.  His  highly  acclaimed  work  appears 
in  the  Bass  Sylloge. 


highlights  among  dozens  of  important  auction  sales.  A prominent 
figure  at  auction  sales,  Cynthia  is  well  recognized  by  dealers  and 
collectors  alike. 

Pamela  Roberts  began  her  career  in 
numismatic  auctions  with  Bowers  and 
Merena  Galleries  in  August,  2000  and 
worked  at  both  their  Wolfeboro  and 
Louisiana  locations.  As  an  integral  part  of 
the  American  Numismatic  Rarities’  auction 
staff,  Pam  coordinates  between  consignors, 
cataloguers,  and  our  graphics  department, 
assists  with  essential  consignment  paperwork, 
and  is  responsible  for  much  of  our  internal  processing  of  auction 
lots,  as  well  as  proofreading.  At  our  auction  events,  Pam  works 
closely  with  Cynthia  LaCarbonara  and  other  members  of  our  staff, 
assisting  our  bidders  and  ensuring  that  things  run  smoothly  and 
efficiently  during  our  sales. 


Jennifer  Meers  leads  our  graphic  arts 
department.  In  her  13  years  with  Bowers 
and  Merena,  Jennifer  developed  an  eye 
tor  professional  catalogue  design  that 
is  unparalleled  in  numismatics.  She  is 
responsible  for  all  auction  catalogue  layout. 
In  her  career,  she  has  put  together  many 
award-winning  auction  catalogues,  books, 
and  other  publications.  Among  her  most  notable  achievements 
are  the  auction  catalogues  for  such  famous  collections  as  those 
of  Eliasberg,  Champa,  Bass,  and  Childs  among  over  100  others, 
many  of  which  earned  Catalogue  of  the  Year  awards  from  the 
Numismatic  Literary  Guild.  Book  credits  include  the  landmark 
works,  A Califoriua  Gold  Rush  History  featuriug  the  treasure  from  the 
S.S.  Central  America,  and  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Museum  Sylh^e. 
Further,  she  carefully  proofreads  all  of  our  publications  and  she 
contributes  to  our  publicity  campaigns  in  developing  many  of  our 
finest  advertisements  and  brochures. 

Cynthia  LaCarbonara  coordinates 
all  aspects  of  our  live  auction  sales. 
From  working  with  consignor  reserves, 
verification  of  opening  values,  and 
lot  assignments,  to  reconciliation  and 
finalization  of  all  bidding  and  purchase 
records,  Cynthia  is  an  integral  part  of  the 
system  of  checks  and  balances  that  make 
every  auction  sale  a smoothly  functioning 
success.  She  led  the  Bowers  and  Merena  auction  team  that  sold 
such  great  collections  as  those  ofEliasberg,  Childs,  and  Bass,  a few 


Melissa  Karstedt  works  with  clients  in 
our  direct  sales  department,  with  the  active 
support  of  our  team  of  well-respected 
numismatists.  She  maintains  our  coin 
inventory  and  supervises  our  Monthly 
Acquisition  Program,  which  assists  clients 
with  building  fine  collections  by  way  of 
budgeted  monthly  coin  purchases,  with 
each  coin  carefully  and  specifically  selected  by  our  numismatists  to 
fit  the  collector’s  interests  and  preferences.  Melissa  began  working 
in  numismatics  at  Bowers  and  Merena,  working  in  the  Direct  Sales 
department  with  numerous  clients.  She  assists  in  auctioneering 
and  is  a valued  member  of  our  on-site  auction  team,  and  eagerly 
assists  clients  at  our  bourse  tables  at  the  many  coin  conventions 
she  regularly  attends.  She  brings  great  enthusiasm  to  American 
Numismatic  Rarities,  and  looks  forward  to  receiving  every  call 
from  our  many  clients  worldwide. 

Vicki  L.  Martin  heads  our  personnel  and 
operations  department.  She  coordinates 
our  on-site  auction  arrangements  and  is 
responsible  for  providing  safe  and  secure 
transportation  of  valuable  coin  collections 
to  the  sales.  Vicki  supervises  the  many 
administrative  matters  at  our  office  from 
coin  and  health  insurance  to  computers 
and  their  programs.  Vicki’s  strong  organizational  skills  and  detail- 
oriented  background  have  earned  her  high  accolades  during  her  20 
years  handling  personnel  and  operational  issues  with  the  companies 
with  which  she  has  been  associated. 
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THE 

TERMS  OF  SALE 


IThis  sale  is  by  public  auction  conducted  by  licensed 
auctioneer(s).  The  bids  will  be  for  specific  lots  which  will 
be  opened  for  bidding  in  numerical  order.  In  the  event  that 
bids  for  the  same  amount  are  received  for  the  same  lot,  the 
winning  bid  will  be  the  earliest  received.  The  decision  of  the 
Auctioneer  as  to  identity  of  the  winning  bidder  shall  be  final. 
Any  person  submitting  bids  on  behalf  of  a corporation  or  any 
other  entity  agrees  to  be  personally  liable  for  payment  of  the 
purchase  price  and  any  related  charges  as  well  as  responsible 
for  the  performance  of  all  buyer  obligations  under  these 
terms  of  sale.  No  “buy”  or  unlimited  bids  will  be  accepted. 
No  bids  will  be  accepted  from  minors. 

2 American  Numismatic  Rarities,  LLC,  (subsequently 
referred  to  as  ANR)  reserves  the  right  to  postpone  or 
cancel  the  auction  without  notice  in  its  sole  discretion.  Any 
lot  may  be  withdrawn  by  ANR  without  notice  prior  to  it 
being  opened  for  bidding.  Neither  ANR  nor  the  consignor 
shall  be  liable  for  any  costs  or  damages  arising  from  either 
the  withdrawal  of  material  at  the  auction  or  the  delay  or 
cancellation  of  the  auction. 

3  The  purchase  price  shall  be  the  sum  of  the  winning  bid 
and  a buyer’s  premium  of  15%  of  the  amount  of  the 
winning  bid.  The  purchase  price  shall  be  paid  in  full  prior 
to  delivery  of  the  lot  absent  other  arrangements  between  the 
successful  bidder  and  ANR.  The  decision  to  extend  a line  of 
credit  and  the  decision  to  withdraw  a previously  authorized 
line  of  credit  shall  be  within  the  sole  discretion  of  ANR. 
ANR  reserves  the  right  to  deny  participation  in  the  auction 
if,  in  ANR’s  sole  discretion,  the  bidder’s  prior  business  deal- 
ings with  ANR  have  been  unsatisfactory. 

4  Payment  shall  be  by  cash  in  United  States  funds  or  checks 
drawn  on  United  States  banks.  Invoices  totalling  up  to 
$10,000  may  be  charged  to  a credit  card  (MasterCard,  Visa, 
AmEx,  Discover).  The  purchase  price  shall  be  paid  upon 
delivery  of  the  lot  or  receipt  of  ANR’s  invoice  for  the  lot, 
whichever  occurs  first.  All  associated  costs  for  the  delivery 
of  the  lot  such  as  handling,  shipping,  insurance,  and  related 
charges  will  be  added  to  the  purchase  price  for  lots  not  picked 
up  after  the  auction  by  the  winning  bidder.  On  any  account 
not  paid  within  the  prescribed  terms  of  sale,  ANR  reserves 
the  right  to  extend  credit  and  to  impose  periodic  tmance 


charges  at  the  rate  of  1-1/2%  per  month  (18%  per  annum) 
on  the  unpaid  balance.  By  bidding  in  the  sale,  the  bidder 
grants  to  ANR  a security  interest  in  all  numismatic  material 
purchased  by  the  bidder,  amounts  due  the  bidder  by  ANR, 
and  any  numismatic  material  of  the  bidder  possessed  by  ANR 
to  secure  the  payment  of  any  present  or  future  indebtedness 
of  the  bidder  to  ANR  and  authorizes  ANR  to  file  a financing 
statement  without  the  bidder’s  signature.  The  buyer  agrees 
not  to  sell,  pledge,  or  hypothecate  the  lots  purchased  until 
paid  in  full.  If  the  account  is  referred  to  an  attorney  for  col- 
lection, the  buyer  agrees  to  pay  all  costs,  including  attorneys’ 
fees,  with  interest  accruing  on  the  balance,  until  fully  paid, 
at  the  specified  rate. 

5  Bidders  shall  be  responsible  for  all  taxes  due  as  a result 
of  their  purchases. 

6 Title  does  not  pass  from  the  consignor  to  the  successtul 
bidder  until  the  purchase  price  for  the  lot  has  been  paid 
in  full.  The  risk  of  loss  is  on  the  buyer  once  the  lot  is  either 
in  transit  to  the  successful  bidder  or  in  their  possession. 

7  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  establish  the  opening  bid  for 
any  lot,  to  establish  bidding  increments,  and  to  refuse 
any  bid.  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  place  bids  on  behalf  of 
the  consignor  up  to  the  amount  of  a reserve  price  established 
by  the  consignor.  ANR  will  not  accept  a reserve  price  from 
a consignor  above  the  high  estimated  value  shown  in  the 
catalog  for  the  auction  and  any  exceptions  to  this  rule  will  be 
announced  at  the  auction  prior  to  the  opening  of  bidding  on 
the  material.  ANR  shall  make  reasonable  efforts  to  properly 
enter  and  execute  bids  received  by  mail  or  by  other  means. 
However,  ANR  shall  not  be  liable  for  any  errors  for  incor- 
rectly entered  or  incorrectly  executed  bids. 

8  Bidders  are  responsible  for  their  bids  including  any  errors 
they  may  make  in  placing  bids.  All  bids  shall  be  iir  even 
dollar  amounts  and  any  bids  not  in  whole  dollar  amounts  will 
be  rounded  to  the  next  highest  dollar.  All  bid  sheets  must 
be  signed,  and  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  refuse  and  reject 
unsigned  bid  sheets. 

9  All  items  offered  in  this  auction  catalog  are  guaranteed 
to  be  genuine.  Buyer  agrees  that  except  for  questions  ot 
authenticity,  there  is  no  right  of  return  for  any  reason  what- 
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soever  for  any  coin  certified  by  any  third  party  certification 
service.  Further,  Buyer  agrees  that  except  for  questions  of 
authenticity,  there  is  no  right  of  return  for  lots  nor  shall  ANR 
accept  any  returned  lots  from  any  floor  bidder  or  any  bid- 
der who  examined  the  lots  prior  to  the  sale.  Mail,  FAX  and 
Internet  biciders  may  make  return  requests  within  three  days 
of  the  receipt  of  the  lot.  Coins  must  be  returned  to  ANR’s 
offices  in  Wolfeboro,  N.H.  within  30  days  from  the  date  of 
the  auction.  Any  coin  which  has  been  physically  altered  or 
removed  from  its  container  or  holder  shall  not  be  returnable 
nor  accepted  by  ANR. 

'1  Bidders  by  accepting  these  terms  of  sale  acknowledge 

J-  V/that  the  grading  of  coins  is  a subjective  process  for 
describing  the  relative  ranking  of  coins  as  to  their  condi- 
tion. Consequently,  the  language  used  to  describe  any  coin 
in  this  catalog,  including  but  not  limited  to  the  grading  of 
such  coin,  are  statements  of  subjective  opinion  by  the  ANR 
staff  No  warranty,  whether  expressed  or  implied,  incluciing 
the  warranty  of  merchantability,  is  made  with  respect  to  any 
coin  contained  in  this  catalog.  In  the  event  of  a typographical 
error  or  other  error,  ANR  reserves  the  right  to  withdraw 
any  item  from  the  auction  with  or  without  notice,  to  correct 
the  error  by  verbal  announcement  before  the  lot  is  opened 
for  bidding  or,  if  the  error  is  discovered  after  the  auction,  to 
refund  the  successful  bidder’s  funds  without  further  obliga- 
tion. The  maximum  obligation  of  ANR  to  any  bidder  shall 
be  the  purchase  price  for  any  lot  in  dispute  or  for  which  a 
refund  or  adjustment  is  made  for  any  reason. 

nANR  acts  as  an  auctioneer  to  sell  coins  for  the  various 
consignors.  Therefore,  no  claims  of  any  kind  (except 
for  authenticity)  can  be  considered  by  ANR  after  settlements, 
which  occur  45  days  after  the  auction,  have  been  made  with 
the  consignors. 

^ ^ Cash  advances  may  have  been  made  to  some  con- 
„ -L  signors  in  anticipation  of  auction  proceeds.  ANR 
may  consign  items  to  this  auction  and  may  participate  as  a 
bidder.  ANR  or  the  consignor  may  bid  for  their  own  account 


at  the  auction  and  may  have  information  not  otherwise 
available  to  the  bidders  regarding  reserves,  bid  values,  and 
other  material  facts  relating  to  the  lots  opened  for  bidding 
at  the  auction.  When  a lot  is  sold  to  the  book,  it  may  be 
sold,  passed  over,  withdrawn  from  the  auction,  returned 
to  the  owner  or  bought  by  ANR.  Any  consignor  may  bid 
on  any  lot,  including  lots  containing  coins  consigned  by 
the  consignor. 

^ O By  placing  a bid  in  this  sale,  a bidder  agrees  that  this 
X ^transaction  shall  be  construed  in  accordance  with 
the  laws  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  and  that  neither 
New  Hampshire’s  or  any  other  state’s  choice  of  laws  and/or 
conflict  of  laws  shall  be  applied.  Any  dispute  between  ANR 
and  bidders  at  the  auction  (except  for  non-payment)  shall 
be  settled  exclusively  by  binding  arbitration  under  the  rules 
then  in  effect  of  the  Professional  Numismatists  Guild,  Inc. 
conducted  at  Wolfeboro,  New  Hampshire.  In  the  event  of 
non-payment,  ANR  and  a successful  bidder  agree  that  any 
judicial  action  shall  be  heard  and  determined  only  by  the 
courts  of  the  State  of  New  Hampshire  and  the  successful 
bidder  hereby  consents  and  submits  to  the  personal  jurisdic- 
tion of  the  courts  of  New  Hampshire. 

^ /j  In  the  event  of  litigation,  the  party  against  whom  a 
X ^fmal  judgment  is  rendered  shall  pay  the  prevailing 
parties’  legal  costs,  including  attorneys  fees  and  witness 
fees,  and  all  other  costs  incurred  by  it  during  the  course  of 
such  litigation. 

^ Information  in  this  catalogue  is  believed  to  be  cor- 
X •Jrect,  but  the  auctioneer  makes  no  representations 
or  warranties  concerning  the  property  to  be  auctioned.  All 
pre-sale  announcements  and  statements  shall  supersede  the 
information  set  forth  in  this  catalogue. 

^ ^ These  Terms  of  Sale  are  intended  to  be  part  of  all  lot 
X vJ descriptions  contained  in  this  catalogue.  Bidding  in 
this  auction  sale  constitutes  acceptance  by  the  bidder  of  the 
foregoing  Terms  of  Sale. 


Additional  Information  for  Bidders 


To  insure  we  receive  your  bids,  please  have  mail  and  fax  bids 
to  us  by  Noon,  Eastern  Time  Monday,  January  2,  2006. 

• There  will  be  pre-sale  and  live  bidding  available  on  the 
internet  at  www.  anrcoins.coni. 

• Pre-registration  to  bid  during  the  live  auction  required  by 
January  2,  2006. 

Phone  Descriptions:  Any  request  for  phone  descriptions  should 
be  made  by  December  22,  2005. 

Prices  Realized  will  be  published  approximately  30  days  after 


the  auction.  Prices  realized  wiU  be  posted  on  the  Internet  soon 
after  the  sale  at  www.anrcoins.com 

New  Bidders:  If  you  are  a new  bidder,  be  sure  to  send  your 
credit  information:  Attn:  Laurel  Morrill,  at  least  10  days  before  the 
auction.  There  is  very  little  time,  if  any,  to  review  this  information 
during  the  auction.  All  bidders  not  known  to  us  will  be  required  to 
submit  a deposit  of  25%  of  total  bids  before  bidding  in  the  sale. 

Floor  Bidder  Registration  will  begin  30  minutes  before  the 
sale  at  the  entrance  to  the  auction  room. 


Please  note:  Transparent  holders  in  which  the  auction  lots  are  stored  are  to  facilitate  viewing  and  inspection  of  the  lots  and  AITE  NOT  intended  for  long-term  storage. 
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roprotanbng  dut  type  w tha  Haig  Kathkanan  coiteben  w adhar  tha  foiayt  known  tpauman  or  bod  for  thot  honor  w9h  ono 
othor  oumgli  tpookt  vohimot  about  dut  notablo  tot  Abhough  a*  occononol  proofbka  hod  daSar  of  1799  it  found  oiMnt 
Slate  eondiben.  dw  tamo  cannot  bo  said  for  thoia  dated  1797.  Only  a few  pwcot  af  tbnt  State  guabty  ore  known,  iwdi  only 
tho  former  loUn  Aogort  com  o pitco  diet  brought  over  fSOOiOCO  ot  pubbe  tbM  m l99$-m  dota  compabbon  w9h  thit  ona 
for  hnatt  known  honart.  The  protant  Norwob  tpoc»mon  w further  padigrood  to  Stack’s  Novambar  19SS  tala  of  tha 
baWonhefor  CeAacban.  wharo  9 wat  daterbod  at- 


*1797.  a tuparb  axampfo  af  dut  vary  rare  data  Tha  finatt  ftnfong 
tpoomoo  could  bo  oroolod.  Tho  com  wat  purchatad  at  a broof.  hi 
turfaca,  dafowtifi  ana  of  tha  fryt  comt  ta  Mavt  dia  dwt.  barfaedy 
that  tha  advanced  and  erbeal  cotoctor  datoot.  ■ araalbruo'~ 


wo  have  aver  toon.  Wo  carmet  ceneoiva  that  dut 
however  to  contorvabvofy  grodo  9 wo  wdl  cab  9 proofkka 
conttrod  at  da«e  w*ng,  porfoet  color.  Al  tho  rogwtAot 


That  dawpbon,  wr9tan  baforo  many  af  dto  protant  gunorabon  af  ca lectori  wore  even  bom,  it  at  accurata  at  aver.  Thrt 
Ol  impia  • tho  pruo  of  tho  Ketlikanan  typo  tot  and,  gu9o  tonply.  ona  af  tho  «>o«t  dowaMt  19di-contury  U.$.  comt 
actant,  barhapt  maro  wards  woidd  ba  tantamount  to  gddmg  tha  iiy,  ascopt  that  wo  should  note  that  in  TOM  thara  are 
many  maro  burort  of  lugh  guabty  cemt  dvon  thara  ware  ui  a9har  ttSS  or  1999.  Aceordmgfy,  wo  expect  oempobben  to  bo 
odtnoo,  d not  downright  Morvo,  end  dotorvo#T  to.  Who  knowt  portiipi  o genirobon  wdl  agam  patt  before  dut 
momoroblo  pw«o  crottot  dw  ouebin  Modi. 

bom  St»ek'i  raw  cd  iho  owWonAodor  Codocden.  nboonbor  JP55.  lot  47*,-  Awcponr  by  dewort  andMwvrw't  toM  of  iha 
rmroob  CeltePflw.  nbiumbor  X9dt,  Lot  5077. 


Guide  to 

LIVE  ONLINE 
BIDDING 

We  also  offer  the  option  of  live  online  bidding  during  the  auction. 
However,  you  must  pre-register  by  noon,  Monday,  January  2,  2006 
to  take  advantage  of  this  service.  When  the  live  auction  begins,  one 
click  will  take  you  to  the  live  bidding  screen  below.  When  your  lot 
becomes  active,  you  may  enter  a proxy  bid  or  “InstaBid”  as  the  lot 
is  being  auctioned  on  the  floor.  The  computer  lets  you  know  your 
bidding  status. 

For  more  information  on  live  bidding,  or  to  pre-register  visit 


6 Login  with  user  ID  and 
Password  to  place  your  bids 


WWW.  anrcoins  .com 
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Suggestions  for  Mail  Bidders 


Bidding  in  our  auctions  can  be  an  interesting,  enjoyable, 
and  numismatically  rewarding  experience.  Even  if  you 
are  an  experienced  bidder,  you  may  find  that  some  of 
the  following  comments  will  increase  your  success.  In 
the  event  that  you  wish  to  ask  further  questions,  phone 
Cynthia  LaCarbonara. 

Mail  your  bid  sheet  as  early  as  possible.  This  is 
particularly  important  if  you  are  a new  bidder,  for  it 
takes  us  time  to  check  your  references.  A bid  sheet 
mailed  a few  days  before  the  sale  might  not  reach 
us  until  a week  later — at  which  time  the  coins  will 
have  been  sold  to  others! 

As  the  sale  date  draws  near,  fax  us  your  bids 
anytime  24  hours  a day  [our  fax  number  is  (603) 
569-3875].  Or,  telephone  your  bids  to  our  Auction 
Department.  Please  follow  up  your  phone  and  fax 
bids  with  written  confirmation. 

We’ve  found  it  best  to  use  a work  sheet  to  compile 
bids.  In  this  way  you  can  check  back  and  forth 
throughout  the  catalogue,  make  changes  and 
revisions,  and  so  on.  Then  when  you’ve  decided 
on  your  final  bids,  enter  them  on  the  bid  sheet. 
Try  your  best  to  keep  the  bid  sheet  neat  and  clearly 
understandable,  listing  the  lots  in  order.  Check 
your  bid  sheet  carefully.  You  will  be  responsible  for 
any  bids  on  wrong  lots  or  for  the  wrong  amounts. 
Please  be  careful. 


Don’t  bid  more  than  you  want  to  pay!  Review 
your  financial  circumstances  carefully  before 
bidding.  There  is  always  the  possibility  that  you 
may  be  awarded  all  of  the  lots  you  bid  on.  If  you 
are  awarded  lots,  you  are  legally  bound  to  pay  for 
them  immediately. 

Please  keep  current  price  levels  in  mind  when 
bidding.  While  high  and  low  prices  sometimes 
occur,  most  items  sell  within  market  ranges.  If  a 
popular  coin  sells  for  $500  on  the  retail  market, 
chances  are  not  good  that  a bid  of,  say,  less  than 
$400  will  win  it.  On  the  other  hand,  chances  are 
excellent  that  a bid  in  the  $500-$600  range  will  be 
competitive.  There  is  no  harm  in  bargain  hunting, 
but  as  your  time  is  valuable  (and  so  is  ours),  it  is 
most  productive  if  you  keep  current  values  in  mind 
while  bidding.  The  higher  you  bid,  the  greater  your 
chances  are  for  success.  It  has  been  our  experience 
that  many  people  who  bid  strongly,  or  check  the 
options  to  increase  bids  by  an  optional  10%  to 
30%  actually  purchase  at  least  some  lots  below  their 
maximum  authorization  once  the  sale  takes  place. 

Ink  is  best  for  writing  bids.  Pencil  tends  to  blur.  If 
bid  changes  are  necessary,  do  not  write  over  figures. 
Instead,  cross  them  out  completely  and  re-enter 
the  bids.  Put  your  telephone  number  on  the  bid 
sheet.  This  way  we  can  call  you  if  there  is  a question 
about  a bid. 


Special  Bidding  Options 


Total  Expenditure 

It  you  wish  to  limit  your  total  expenditure,  please  fill  in  the  maximum 
amount  you  wish  to  spend  on  the  TOTAL  EXPENDITUPT  line 
on  your  bid  sheet.  Y ou  can  then  submit  bids  for  amounts  up  to  eight 
times  the  amount  of  the  maximum  expenditure.  This  is  a personal 
service  and  an  ANR  customer  representative  will  personally  attend 
to  your  bid  sheet  by  bidding  from  the  auction  floor,  buying  lots  for 
your  account  until  your  authorized  expenditure  is  reached.  While  we 
will  do  our  best  in  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the  auction  sale 
and  the  sometimes  crowded  conditions,  we  cannot  be  responsible 
for  failure  to  execute  such  a bid  properly.  Due  to  the  bookkeeping 
involved,  this  service  is  offered  only  to  bidders  with  maximum 
expenditures  of  SI, 000  or  more.  TOTAL  EXPENDITURE  and 
SINGLE  LOT  GROUP  bidding  can  be  combined. 


Single  Lot  Group 

up  to  five  lots  may  be  grouped  with  brackets  for  a SINGLE 
LOT  GROUP  purchase,  if  you  wish  to  purchase  only  one 
example  of  a coin  of  which  several  examples  appear  in  the  sale. 
Such  lots  should  be  bracketed  on  your  bid  sheet.  While  we  will 
do  our  best  on  your  behalf,  due  to  the  speed  of  the  auction  sale 
and  the  sometimes  crowded  conditions,  we  cannot  be  respon- 
sible for  failure  to  execute  such  a bid  properly. 

Optional  Percentage  Increase 

We  invite  you  to  take  advantage  of  the  optional  10%  to  30% 
increase  to  help  your  chance  of  being  a successful  bidder.  Check 
the  appropriate  place  on  your  bid  sheet. 
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OUR  CONSIGNORS 


Robert  Michael  Prescott 

Our  name  consignor,  Bob  Prescott,  is  a native  New  Englander, 
born  in  Boston,  and  a life-long  resident  of  the  area.  Like  so  many 
who  live  in  this  area  (including  many  of  us  who  live  farther  north 
in  New  Hampshire),  he  is  a die  hard  Red  Sox  tan.  Bob  is  a veteran 
of  the  Vietnam  War  and  spent  six  years  in  the  army.  He  describes 
this  experience  as  “the  best  education  in  the  world.”  He  has  been 
in  the  printing  business  his  entire  adult  life  and  now  has  three 
grown  children  who  are  “the  lights  of  his  life.”  Besides  his  interest 
in  numismatics.  Bob  is  also  a sports  car  enthusiast  and  actually  did 
some  drag  racing  in  his  youth. 

Bob’s  collecting  interest  began  at  a very  young  age  as  he  endeav- 
ored to  follow  in  his  brother’s  footsteps.  As  a teenager,  he  worked 
in  a coin  shop  after  school  and  went  through  parking  meter  change 
searching  for  the  ever-elusive  rarity.  Bob  credits  Eric  Carlson  of 
Lexington  Coin  for  helping  him  develop  his  collecting  interests  by 
introducing  him  to  the  beauty  and  mystique  of  toned  coins.  It  was 
the  catalogue  of  Larry  Shepherd’s  collection  that  hooked  him  on 
toned  commemoratives,  and  from  that  time  forward  Bob  has  spent 
years  hand-selecting  coins  for  their  exceptional  color;  his  connois- 
seurship  in  this  area  is  apparent  when  you  review  the  photographs 
featured  in  this  catalogue.  His  appreciation  for  beautiful  toning  is 
likewise  demonstrated  by  his  collections  of  Washington  quarters 
and  Franklin  half  dollars,  which  can  also  be  seen  in  the  pages  to 
follow.  Bob  now  brings  his  exceptional  collection  to  market  to  be 
appreciated  and  shared  by  today’s  collectors. 


The  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection,  Part  II  I 

Included  in  the  pages  to  follow  are  many  pieces  from  the  Frog 
Run  Farm  Collection,  named  for  the  farm  where  our  consignor, 
who  has  asked  to  remain  anonymous,  still  puts  in  12  hour  days  at 
the  minimum  managing  the  property  and  attending  to  the  cattle 
he  raises.  Though  to  many  who  read  this,  a 12  hour  day  will  sound 
like  a full  work  day,  our  consignor  seems  very  relaxed  amidst  one  of  | 
these  days,  as  in  his  younger  years  his  schedule  was  18  hours  a day, 

7 days  a week — such  is  the  life  of  a farmer  in  America.  In  addition, 
he  has  worn  many  other  professional  hats  along  the  way  including 
those  of  a building  contractor,  a painter,  an  auctioneer,  and  a com- 
munity service  volunteer.  One  wonders  how  he  found  the  time  for 
numismatics,  but  he  did,  and  the  collection  that  has  resulted  is  at 
once  extensive  and  impressive. 

In  1948  as  a young  entrepreneur,  he  operated  a small  business 
in  his  parent’s  garage  repairing  bicycles.  In  those  days,  he  became 
fascinated  by  the  old  coins  that  would  come  his  way  when  people 
paid  for  his  services,  Indian  cents  were  frequently  seen,  as  were  Buf- 
falo nickels,  or  perhaps  the  occasional  Barber  coin.  He  began  to  save 
these  unusual  artifacts,  and  thus  began  his  collecting  career.  Though 
he  took  breaks  along  the  way,  he  recalls  visiting  his  first  major  coin 
show  in  1954,  where  he  became  further  fascinated  by  the  values  of 
some  of  the  coins  he  had  seen  over  the  years.  Even  with  his  very  busy 
schedule,  and  his  dedication  to  his  growing  family,  he  immediately 
endeavored  to  acquire  the  missing  pieces  to  his  sets  with  a goal  of 
obtaining  every  date  and  mint. 

Here  at  American  Numismatic  Rarities  we  are  pleased  to  offer 
selections  from  his  extensive  collection,  the  result  of  his  nearly 
lifelong  pursuits  in  numismatics.  In  November  2004,  we  had  the 
pleasure  of  offering  dimes  and  half  dollars  from  this  extensive  col- 
lection. In  the  present  sale  we  have  the  good  fortune  of  presenting 
Liberty  Seated  half  dimes  and  quarter  dollars.  The  quarter  dollars 
m particular  include  many  important  rarities  and  high  quality 
examples — a collection  that  is  mostly  PCGS-graded  and  ranks  as 
both  the  current  and  all  time  finest  set  on  the  PCGS  Set  Registry 
for  circulation  strikes. 

We  are  delighted  to  once  again  work  with  this  gentleman  on  the 
sale  of  his  exciting  collection. 
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WELCOME 

to  our  sale  of 

The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


A Grand  Event  is  Planned 

We  are  pleased  to  present  our  sale  of  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott 
Collection,  featuring  Part  II  of  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection  as 
well  as  selections  from  the  collection  ofBill  Fivaz.  The  Prescott  Col- 
lection includes  commemorative  coins  ofbreathtaking  quality,  most 
with  simply  exquisite  toning — as  pretty  as  a picture.  Mr.  Prescott 
spent  a great  deal  of  time,  effort,  knowledge,  and  connoisseurship 
to  assemble  a collection  which  will  stand  as  a presentation  not  likely 
to  be  equaled  any  time  soon. 

Often  a consignor  tries  American  Numismatic  Rarities  to 
see  how  we  do,  analyzes  the  results,  and  then  consigns  more.  In 
fact,  this  has  been  the  rule,  not  the  exception.  In  this  theme,  we 
are  delighted  to  present  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection  Part  II, 
a fantastic  offering  of  high  quality  pieces,  including  the  current 
and  all  time  finest  PCGS  Registry  Set  of  circulation  strike  Liberty 
Seated  quarters!  It  is  certainly  worthwhile  to  mention  that  of  silver 
denominations  of  this  era,  quarters  are  the  most  difficult  to  obtain 
on  a consistent  basis  in  a collection  of  dates  and  mintmarks.  Our 
sale  win  be  forever  remembered  by  Liberty  Seated  Collectors  Club 
members  and  other  specialists. 

In  addition,  this  sale  features  properties  from  some  of  America’s 
finest  numismatists — a list,  which  if  printed,  would  be  a veritable 
Who’s  Who  in  Numismatics.  The  sale  will  be  a grand  event,  held  at 
the  world-class  Renaissance  Orlando  Resort  at  Sea  World,  on  the 
doorstep  of  one  of  Florida’s  great  attractions  and  in  the  general  area 
of  Walt  Disney  World,  Universal  Studios,  and  so  much  more.  Lot 
viewing  begins  on  New  Year’s  Day  at  1:00  p.m.,  and  continues 
through  the  day  after.  On  Tuesday,  the  3rd,  the  sale  gets  under 
way  at  1:00  in  the  afternoon,  continuing  until  5:30,  when  bidders 
will  be  our  special  invited  guests  for  a nice  dinner,  after  which  the 
sale  will  continue  at  6:30. 

Orlando  is  the  world’s  greatest  vacation  destination.  This  is  an 
ideal  opportunity  to  bring  your  family  with  you  so  they  can  im- 
merse themselves  in  the  many  pleasures  in  the  area,  while  you  seek 
your  own  pleasure — numismatics,  highlighted  by  what  is  surely 
going  to  be  one  of  the  greatest  sales  of  the  year.  Come  a few  days 
early,  and  take  in  a New  Year’s  Eve  party  in  Orlando — many  great 
events  beckon. 

From  Half  Cents  to  Nickels 

This  sale  is  a collector’s  dream.  While  there  are  trophy  rarities, 
to  be  sure,  by  and  large  the  auction  is  composed  of  rare  dates,  key 
issues,  seldom  seen  grades,  and  other  items  which  long-term  nu- 


mismatists desire  and  in  many  instances 
have  never  been  able  to  obtain. 

I mention  a Mint  State  1794  half  cent 
pedigreed  to  the  George  Earle,  Jr.  Col- 
lection in  1912.  Among  copper  cents  the 
1793  Chain  AMERICA  will  attract  a 
wide  circle  of  interest,  as  will  Mint  State 
specimens  of  the  1795  and  1796,  a rare 
and  ever  popular  1799,  a choice  Mint 
State  1803,  and  a truly  amazing  pair  of 
1821s — the  last  with  original  mint  color. 

Then  follow  other  copper  coins  of  interest,  including  some 
truly  high  quality  Flying  Eagle  and  Indian  cents,  Lincoln  cents,  and 
two-cent  pieces.  Among  nickel  coins  there  are  many  worthwhile 
three-cent  pieces.  Shield,  Liberty  Head,  and  Buffalo  nickels.  To 
my  thinking,  such  grades  as  Proof-64  and  Proof-65  in  these  series 
are  sleepers  in  the  present  market,  generally  ignored.  If  you  take  a 
contrarian  view,  as  I try  to  do,  the  time  to  buy  is  when  the  market 
is  looking  the  other  way!  Many  of  these  coins  are  selling  for  tiny 
fractions  of  their  prices  in  1990. 

Choice  Silver  Coins 

Early  silver  coins  are  highlighted  by  a Mint  State  1800  half  dime, 
seldom  seen  Mint  State  1797  and  1803  dimes,  a lightly  circulated 
and  thus  affordable  1796  quarter,  a breathtaking  choice  Mint  State 
1796  half  dollar  (!),  and  a number  of  early  silver  dollars.  Market 
emphasis  is  changing,  and  increasingly  there  has  been  a sharper 
focus  on  early  coins  and  die  varieties.  The  certification  services 
are  coming  on  stream,  and  before  long,  if  not  now,  aU  the  leading 
services  will  properly  attribute  coins.  Such  pieces  represent  a fertile 
field  for  opportunity. 

Later  silver  coins  include  not  only  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Liberty 
Seated  quarters,  but  many  other  highlights  and  deHcacies.  Certainly 
the  high-grade  1871-CC  dime  will  play  to  a wide  audience,  and 
probably  all  bets  will  be  off  when  the  superb  gem  1916-D  dime 
with  Full  Bands  crosses  the  block.  In  almost  mirror  image,  but  with 
slightly  different  coins,  a high-grade  1873-CC  quarter  and  a Mint 
State  1916  Standing  Liberty  coin  of  the  same  denomination  will 
be  greatly  appreciated.  Capped  Bust,  Liberty  Seated,  Barber,  and 
Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  will  also  command  attention.  Liberts’ 
Seated  silver  dollars,  always  popular,  are  highlighted  by  an  1859-S 
in  the  rare  grade  of  Mint  State,  and  enough  Morgan  silver  dollars 
and  Peace  silver  dollars  that  if  you  are  not  iiwolved  in  these  series 
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now,  you  can  make  a running  start  in  our  sale.  On  the  other  hand, 
if  you  are  a specialist,  you  will  be  able  to  fill  in  your  Want  List  with 
some  superb  scarcities  and  rarities,  including  condition  rarities, 
coins  with  exceptionally  beautiful  toning,  and  Proofs.  Trade  dollars 
follow  suit  and  are  a delight. 

Important  Gold  Coins 

Gold  coins,  long  an  American  Numismatic  Rarities  specialty, 
include  a superb,  indeed  elegant,  1851-0  gold  dollar  and  a stun- 
ning gem  1860-S  of  the  same  denomination.  A 1796  quarter  eagle 
with  stars  in  high  grade,  followed  soon  by  an  1808  quarter  eagle, 
will  be  exciting  even  to  the  most  advanced  specialist.  Charlotte, 
Dahlonega,  and  San  Francisco  coins  beckon,  as  do  other  Liberty 
Head  and  Indian  Head  issues.  A superb  gem  1906  Proof  quarter 
eagle  is  among  the  finest  graded.  The  same  can  be  said  for  a mar- 
velous Proof  1868  $3. 

Half  eagles  include  early  dates  in  Mint  State,  remarkable  Liberty 
Head  coins,  and  Indian  Head  dates  and  mints  of  note.  Eagles  include 
an  AU  1797  and  a gorgeous  Proof  1869.  Among  double  eagles,  quite 
a few  will  attract  attention  for  their  quality,  and  1 will  mention  the 
1860-0  and  multiple  examples  of  the  MCMVll. 

Fascinating  Patterns  and  Territorial  Gold 

Pattern  coins  tell  the  story  ofwhat  might  have  been  in  American 
coinage,  but  wasn’t.  Such  pieces  are  for  the  most  part  very  rare. 
Curiously,  the  exceptions  are  those  that  are  listed  in  the  Guide  Book, 
these  being  among  the  more  plentiful — the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent 
and  the  1879  Flowing  Hair  Stella  come  to  mind.  To  learn  about 
patterns  you  need  to  have  a copy  ofUtiited  States  Patterns,  narrative 
by  me  and  research  coordinated  by  Saul  Teichman,  based  upon 
research  by  Dr.  J.  Hewitt  Judd  and  with  contributions  from  many 
leading  numismatic  figures. 

The  present  sale  has  one  of  the  nicest  offerings  of  pattern  coins 
we  have  made  in  quite  some  time.  Multiple  1877  pattern  half  dollars 
set  the  theme,  and  there  is  so  much  more,  including  one  of  the  most 
extensive  presentations  of  1868  regular-die  Proof  coins  struck  in 
aluminum  that  has  ever  crossed  the  auction  block.  If  you  want  an 
1868  eagle  or  double  eagle  in  this  unusual  metal,  here  is  your  chance. 
Pattern  dollars  and  trade  dollars,  including  those  of  the  seldom-seen 
1875  and  1876  dates,  await  you.  Many  of  these  coins  are  so  rare  that 
it  is  likely  that  no  equivalent  pieces  will  come  on  the  market  for 
several  years,  if  not  for  a generation  or  more. 

Territorial  and  private  gold  coins  round  out  my  remarks. 
California  is  well  represented  by  issues  from  the  Gold  Rush,  plus 
a face  plate  from  a most  impressive  Kellogg  & Humbert  ingot 
from — where  else? — the  fabulous  S.5.  Central  America  treasure. 
Bechtler  gold,  and  Clark,  Gruber  gold  also  awaits  your  bidding,  as 
does  a relatively  modern  but  quite  rare  1947  gold  ingot  from  the 
New  York  Assay  Office. 

Opportunity 

If  you  plan  to  attend  in  person,  we  all  look  forward  to  meeting 
and  greeting  you.  The  red  carpet  will  be  rolled  out. 

Otherwise,  plan  to  bid  by  mail,  by  e-mail,  on  the  Internet,  or  by 
telephone  (by  special  prearrangement  on  key  lots),  or  in  real  time  as 


the  sale  takes  place  on  the  Internet.  After  our  auction  we’ll  be  at  the 
Florida  United  Numismatists  (FUN)  show,  always  a nice  event. 

For  many  coins  in  the  sale  the  key  word  is  opportunity.  Remem- 
ber, today’s  record  price  paid  at  auction  is  apt  to  be  the  starting  price 
the  next  time  such  a piece  crosses  the  block.  In  the  meantime,  you 
will  have  the  coin  in  your  collection,  while  others  arc  still  scram- 
bling to  find  one. 

The  world  is  changing  and  the  hobby  of  rare  coins  is  chang- 
ing along  with  it.  For  numismatics,  many  of  these  changes  are 
beneficial — especially  the  Internet.  Instant  communication  via 
computer  puts  much  previously  esoteric  information  at  your  finger- 
tips. Through  offerings  on  eBay,  dealer  websites,  and  organization 
websites,  many  people  are  discovering  the  joys  of  forming  a col- 
lection of  coins.  I am  very  optimistic  about  the  future.  Also,  if  the 
purchasing  power  of  the  dollar  becomes  further  diluted — read  the 
scary  headlines  about  the  incredible  federal  deficit — history  tells  us 
that  “hard  assets’’  are  the  place  to  be. 

Eeruse  this  catalogue  carefully.  I think  it  is  one  of  the  most  diverse 
we’ve  ever  issued.  Check  out  the  series  already  of  interest,  then  read 
other  descriptions — and  perhaps  find  a new  challenge. 

Thinking  of  Selling? 

Looking  ahead,  ITick  Bagg  and  John  Pack,  our  primary  auction 
directors,  are  gathering  consignments  for  our  public  auction  sales  to 
be  held  in  the  remainder  of  2006.  Consignments  already  on  hand 
are  most  impressive — coins,  tokens,  medals,  and  paper  money. 
The  American  Numismatic  Rarities  difference  is  expertise,  care,  and 
personal  attention  paid  to  you  and  your  consignment.  The  results 
translate  directly  to  your  bottom  line.  Often,  coins  sold  through 
American  Numismatic  Rarities  bring  more,  after  our  modest  com- 
mission, than  the  same  coins  would  have  brought  if  sold  free  of  charge 
by  another  auction  house! 

Each  sale  receives  my  careful  personal  attention  as  well  as  the 
talents  of  everyone  else  on  the  staff — a group  of  talented  professionals 
unmatched  in  numismatics.  The  “dream  team’’  at  ANR  has  had 
more  experience  in  the  cataloguing,  presentation,  and  auctioning 
of  rare  coins  and  collections  than  any  other  auction  house  in  exis- 
tence. Of  course,  if  I were  to  mention  everyone  at  ANR  who  gathers 
consignments,  we’d  fill  a page  with  photographs.  However,  Rick 
and  John  are  the  main  ones. 

Simply  email  Rick  Bagg  at  rickb@anrcoins.com  or  John  Pack 
atjohnp@anrcoins.com  today  to  consign  to  one  of  our  upcoming 
auctions.  Or,  for  immediate  information,  call  toll-free  at  1 -866-811- 
1804.  If  you’d  like  to  e-mail  me  (about  a consignment  or  anything 
else — a collecting  question  or  inquiry,  for  example),  my  address  is 
qdb@anrcoins.com. 

On  behalf  of  all  of  us  at  American  Numismatic  Rarities,  thank 
you  for  reviewing  the  catalogue  now  in  your  hands  and,  hopefully, 
for  joining  us  in  what  will  be  a memorable  sale. 


Sincerely. 


Q.  David  Bowers 
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The  Session 

Tuesday,  January  3,  2006  — 1:00  PM 

There  will  he  a dhuier  break  from  approximately  5:30  to  6:30  pm 


Colonial  and  Early 
American  Coins 


Historic  Large  Planchet  Pine  Tree  12d 


(2x  photo) 


1 1652  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Noe-5.  Rarity-4. 

Large  Planchet.  AU-55  (NGC).  Dusky  deep  gray  surfaces  with 
some  light  silver  gray  and  golden  highlights.  Very  sharp,  nicely  de- 
tailed on  both  sides  and  showing  good  centering.  Not  quite  round 
but  rounder  than  many  of  this  issue  we  have  seen;  a mint-made 
clip  is  present  above  the  obverse.  The  full  peripheral  legends  are 
present  on  both  sides.  Magnification  reveals  scattered  light  surface 
marks,  including  a short  scratch  on  the  lower  left  side  ol  the  tree. 
Large  planchet  Fine  Tree  shillings  are  eternally  popular  with  both 


specialists  in  colonial-era  coins  and  those  who  simply  desire  a speci- 
men of  the  most  famous  coin  design  from  the  pre-Federal  period. 
This  handsome  piece  will  suit  most  collectors  nicely. 

NGC  Census:  5;  5 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

RCCS  #000023 


2 1652  Massachusetts  Pine  Tree  shilling.  Noe-8.  Rarity-4. 

Small  Planchet.  VG-7,  clipped.  34.7  grams.  22.2  mm.  A tiny 
piece  of  Massachusetts  silver  that,  at  half  its  original  statutory 
weight,  almost  certainly  circulated  current  as  a sixpence.  Bright 
silver  gray,  lightly  polished  and  showing  some  hairlines.  The  tree 
remains  bold,  the  date  and  denomination  are  present,  though  most 
of  the  peripheries  were  clipped  away  while  this  coin  circulated.  This 
shilling  started  life  at  approximately  70  grains,  but  the  historical 
and  archaeological  record  is  replete  with  evidence  of  clipped  pieces 
simply  circulating  at  a lower  denomination  commensurate  with  the 
actually  bullion  weight.  This  interesting  piece  is  just  as  historical 
as  any  other  piece  of  Pine  Tree  silver,  with  the  added  benefit  of  a 
slightly  lower  value  in  the  marketplace. 

" RCCS  #000024 
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Historic  Lord  Baltimore  Sixpence 


(2x  photo) 

3 (1659)  Maryland  Lord  Baltimore  sixpence.  Breen-68,  Hod- 

der2-B.VF-35(PCGS)  . An  exciting  specimen  of  this  important 
17th-century  coinage,  part  of  a hoard  discovered  a few  years  ago  in 
England.  Attractive  light  gray  with  some  darker  toning  around  the 
peripheries.  Some  old  buildup  persists  among  the  reverse  legends, 
fields  are  generally  free  of  all  but  minor  marks.  Some  hght  hairlines 
are  seen,  but  only  a minor  vertical  scratch  under  PL  of  MULTI- 
PLICAMINI  on  the  reverse  is  noted  as  an  identifier.  The  strike  is 
soft,  as  often  seen,  with  a portion  of  Calvert’s  profile  indistinct  and 
some  loss  of  detail  on  the  left  side  of  the  shield. 

The  coinage  of  the  Calverts  for  their  new  settlement  at  the  tip 
of  Maryland’s  Chesapeake  Bay-side  peninsula  was  a small  affair 
produced  for  a tiny  population  of  hardy  emigrants.  Any  Lord  Bal- 
timore coin  is  rightly  called  rare  today,  though  a small  quantity  of 
sixpences  found  in  a centuries-old  family  holding  in  England  has 
made  a few  more  available  to  modern  collectors.  The  history  of  the 
Calvert  coinages  has  no  close  cognate  in  colonial  America,  though 
when  compared  to  the  only  other  17th-century  American  silver 
coinage  (made  in  Massachusetts  Bay),  the  greater  scarcity  of  these 
Baltimore  pieces  becomes  clear.  For  whatever  reason,  their  price 
levels  remain  similar.  This  example  would  ideally  suit  a collector  of 
colonial-era  types  who  has  an  interest  in  including  this  fascinating 
series  in  his  or  her  collection. 

From  Morton  and  Eden’s  sale  of  November  2002 , Lot  82. 

PCGS  #000033 


5in 


Superb  Quality  1785  African  Head 


1785  Connecticut  copper.  Miller  4.1-F.4.  Rarity-1.  African 
Head.  AU-53  (PCGS).  An  exceptional  quality  specimen  of  this 
popular  and  distinctive  major  variety.  Even  light  brown  or  golden 
tan,  a very  pleasing  shade,  over  both  obverse  and  reverse.  The  sharp- 
ness is  superb,  just  about  as  good  in  the  fine  details  of  the  design 
elements  as  the  finest  Ford  piece  that  brought  just  under  $10,000. 
The  surfaces  appear  hard  to  the  naked  eye,  though  magnification 
reveals  some  very  fine  pitting  that  is  best  seen  on  the  right  side  of 
the  obverse  and  atop  the  reverse.  The  surfaces  are  still  quite  nice 
for  an  African  Head,  which  almost  always  comes  rough,  and  the 
overall  eye  appeal  is  highly  desirable.  The  head  detail  is  definitive, 
as  nice  as  ever  seen,  and  the  date  and  peripheral  legends  are  likewise 
clear. 

Ford  owned  three  of  this  Miller  number,  one  ofwhich  we  would 
adjudge  finer.  The  Perkins  piece,  called  among  the  finest  known, 
appears  a bit  more  worn  than  this.  The  glossy  Garrett  piece  might 
be  called  Unc  today  and  is  perhaps  the  best.  This  ranks  among 
the  best  we’ve  seen  in  the  marketplace  and  is  probably  one  of  the 
10  best  African  Head  coppers  around.  A strong  bid  is  in  order  for 
those  who  seek  this  type. 

PCGS  Population  (African  Heads):  2;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #000319 


“1789”  Mott  token.  Breen-1020.  Thick  Planchet.  Plain  edge. 
MS-64  (PCGS).  Mottled  medium  and  dark  chocolate  brown, 
faded  in  areas  from  mint  color.  Some  lustre  persists,  more  than 
usually  seen  on  this  issue,  and  some  frost  in  the  obverse  fields  is 
present  despite  the  fatigued  die  state.  Very  few  marks  or  flaws  are 
seen,  and  the  weakness  present  at  centers  and  peripheral  legends 
appears  entirely  attributable  to  die  state.  All  major  design  elements 
are  clear.  The  eye  appeal  is  excellent  for  this  issue,  with  good  color 
and  smooth  surfaces.  PCGS  has  never  certified  a specimen  of  this 
popular  early  American  token  at  a finer  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #000603 


W' — 

i8 


.'T.l  -J.-.J  Jl  yr 

American  Numismatic  Rarities 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 


6 (ca.  1792)  Kentucky  token.  B-1156.  LANCASTER.  MS-64 
RD  (PCGS).  Bright  salmon-orange  surfaces  show  excellent  frosty 
lustre.  Sharply  struck  with  very  bold  detail  in  the  OUR  CAUSE 
IS  JUST  motto  on  the  scroll.  Scattered  tiny  contact  marks,  some 
flyspecks  are  most  apparent  on  left  upper  obverse,  light  hairlines 
here  and  there.  An  eye-catching  specimen  of  this  popular  early 
American-reference  token. 

PCGS  Population:  34;  7 finer  within  the  designation  (all  MS-65 
RD). 

PCGS  #000625 

7 (1795)  Washington  North  Wales  halfpenny.  Breen-1294,  Baker- 
34.  Single  stars  beside  harp.  VF-35  (PCCS).  A superb  specimen 
of  this  interesting  18th-century  issue.  Highly  glossy  light  brown 
surfaces  appear  to  have  very  httle  actual  wear,  insinuating  to  us  a 
higher  technical  grade  than  that  noted  on  the  holder.  The  fine  die 
finishing  lines  are  still  present  in  the  fields,  and  just  about  every 
mark  present  appears  to  have  been  on  the  planchet  before  striking, 
with  the  possible  exception  of  a nick  in  the  middle  of  the  harp. 
The  centers  are  soft,  as  always,  as  these  evasionary  halfpenny  issues 
were  produced  to  look  worn  before  they  ever  entered  circulation. 
This  piece  is  properly  categorized  as  an  evasion,  though  whether 
or  not  they  were  produced  to  circulated  in  England  or  America  is 
up  for  debate.  Either  way,  most  circulated  someplace  and  the  use 
ofWashington  as  a motif  underlines  his  importance  and  worldwide 
fame  in  the  1790s. 

PCGS  #000776 


Half  Cents 


8 1787  Fugio  cent.  Newman  13-X.  Rarity-2.  Pointed  Rays, 

STATES  UNITED.  MS-61  BN  (NGC).  Chestnut  brown 
with  glossy  surfaces,  a shade  closer  to  brassy  tan  on  the  reverse. 
Attractive  for  the  grade,  nicely  struck,  only  microscopic  planchet 
fissures.  Some  light  peripheral  roughness  is  typical  of  the  issue, 
and  magnification  detects  a few  raised  specks  elsewhere.  A good 
looking  coin  from  the  Bank  of  New  York  hoard,  and  a good  value 
for  someone  assembling  an  early  American  type  set. 

PCGS  #000883 


All  Uncertified  half  cents  and  large  cents  are  graded  in  accordance 
with  “EAC”  style  net  grading  standards,  often  more  conservative  than 
so-called  “market  grading.” 

Pleasing  VG  1793  Half  Cent 


{2x  photo) 

9 1793  Cohen-2,  Breen-2.  Rarity-3.  VG-8  (NGC).  Very  at- 

tractive even  medium  brown  with  finely  granular  surfaces.  Nicely 
detailed  for  the  grade,  with  a bold  date,  full  peripheral  legends, 
and  well-defined  central  devices.  Some  old  scratches  and  scrapes 
are  present,  one  on  Liberty’s  neck,  another  vertical  scrape  between 
BE  of  LIBERTY  through  the  top  of  Liberty’s  head,  thin  parallel 
pinscratches  on  right  side  of  reverse  wreath.  These  marks  are  old 
and  toned-over  and  do  not  significantly  affect  the  visual  appeal.  A 
highly  desirable  specimen,  a perfect  beginning  to  a value-oriented 
collection  by  design  types. 

PCGS  #001000 


10  1794  C-5,  B-3.  Rarity-4+.  VF-25  (PCGS).  Smooth  brown 

surfaces  with  some  lighter  tan  highlights  around  the  devices.  Some 
old  nicks  are  seen  near  the  date,  somewhat  hairlined  on  the  devices, 
detectable  with  magnification,  but  pleasing  otherwise. 

PCGS  #001003 
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Important  Mint  State  1794  Half  Cent 
The  Breen  Plate  Coin 
MS-65  BN  (NGC) 


(2x  photo) 


11  1794  C-9,  B-9.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Beautiful  even 

milk  chocolate  brown  surfaces  retain  lively  and  frosty  lustrous 
cartwheel.  An  exceptional  example,  free  of  all  but  the  most  minor 
impairments.  The  surfaces  are  smooth  and  free  of  corrosion,  and 
the  few  tiny  marks  in  the  fields  mostly  pre-existed  striking.  A single 
nick  on  Liberty’s  high  relief  cheekbone  is  noted,  tiny  spot  near 
the  end  of  her  pole.  A shallow  planchet  flaw  below  the  fraction 
serves  as  an  identifier  and  connects  this  piece  with  its  important 
and  historic  provenance,  marking  it  as  the  enlarged  plate  coin  in  a 
standard  work  and  hnking  it  to  the  plates  of  two  great  Chapman 
sales  before  World  War  I.  Manley’s  state  1 .0,  the  rare  early  die  state 
with  just  a hint  of  a crack  atop  IBERTY. 

The  overall  visual  appeal  is  superb,  and  the  technical  quality  was 
fine  enough  that  Breen  placed  this  piece  among  the  top  five  pieces 
known  to  him.  There  are  a number  of  nice  Mint  State  1794  C-9s 
extant,  but  they  are  nearly  all  impounded  in  long  time  collections 
and  change  hands  very  rarely.  The  others  we  know  of  in  two  famous 
half  cent  collections  offer  no  promise  of  entering  the  marketplace 
anytime  in  the  foreseeable  future,  based  on  the  youthful  vigor  and 
perpetual  interest  of  those  who  own  them.  It  appears  that  the  last 
time  a specimen  this  nice  changed  hands  was  the  1998  Reale  sale, 
when  the  piece  Breen  ranked  immediately  after  this  one  was  sold. 
The  MS-62  (PCGS)  1794  C-9  in  the  Jung  collection  was  ranked 
seventh  by  Breen. 

For  those  collectors  who  wish  to  assemble  a type  collection 
following  the  connoisseurship  lead  of  Oliver  Jung,  or  for  those 
advanced  half  cent  collectors  who  would  cherish  a finely  pedigreed 
Condition  Census  specimen  of  this  variety,  the  appearance  of  this 
piece  in  the  marketplace  is  a red-letter  day  and  an  opportunity  that 
should  be  capitalized  upon. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

From  S.Fl.  and  H.  Chapman’s  sale  of  the  Richard  B.  Winsor  Col- 
lection, December  1895,  Lot  1002;  Henry  Chapman’s  sale  of  the  George 
H.  Earle,  Jr.  Collection,  June  1912,  Lot  3604.  Plated  in  Breen’s  Ency- 
clopedia of  United  States  Half  Cents. 

PCGS  #001fK)3 


12 


13 


1795  C-5b,  B-5b.  Rarity-4.  No  Pole,  Plain  Edge.  VF-30 
(NGC).  Deep  chocolate  brown  surfaces  show  some  highlights  of 
pale  blue  and  gold.  Scattered  tiny  marks  mostly  predate  striking, 
other  impacts  are  largely  inconsequential.  A vertical  scrape  is  noted 
below  Liberty’s  cap,  very  thin  pinscratch  runs  diagonally  from 
truncation  of  bust  to  below  95,  old  dig  under  ER  of  LIBERTY. 
The  central  reverse  is  weak,  typical  of  the  variety  and  owing  entirely 
to  the  massive  die  break  atop  the  wreath.  Manley  notes  that  HALF 
CENT  is  nearly  always  illegible  on  the  thick  planchet  variety,  as 
here.  Other  details  are  fairly  well  defined  and  the  eye  appeal  is  good 
for  the  grade.  This  die  marriage  is  considerably  rarer  than  the  C-6a, 
the  common  No  Pole,  as  well  as  the  thin  planchet  subvariety  (a)  of 
the  C-5  marriage. 

PCGS  #001018 

1795  C-6a,  B-6a.  Rarity-2.  No  Pole,  Plain  Edge.  VC-IO,  sharpness 
of  F-15,  rim  filing  on  clip  at  7:00  on  obverse.  Attractive  medium 
brown  with  smooth,  pleasing  surfaces.  Nicely  detailed,  no  major 
marks,  a lovely  coin  though  someone  evened  out  a round  clip  by 
gently  filing  it.  The  evidence  is  really  only  visible  on  the  edge,  and 
this  piece  is  still  very  desirable. 

PCGS  #001018 
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15  1802/0  C-2,  B-2.  Rarity-3.  Reverse  of 1802.  VG-10  (PCGS). 

Medium  chocolate  brown,  glossy  and  mostly  smooth  with  good 
eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  Some  light  color  is  present  around  the 
obverse  device,  scattered  contact  marks  consistent  with  the  grade, 
very  tiny  pit  inside  denticles  at  8:00  on  obverse,  thin  scratch  above 
LF  of  HALF  on  tbe  reverse.  A pleasing  circulated  example  of  this 
key  date,  free  of  corrosion  or  serious  man-made  flaws  and  showing 
most  of  the  major  details.  PCGS  has  graded  only  one  specimen  ol 
this  date  finer  than  VF,  a single  EF-40. 

PCGS  #001057 
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14  1797  C-1,  B-lc.  Rarity-1. 1 over  1.  AU-58  (NGC).  Glossy  and 

even  dark  chocolate  browm  with  mostly  smooth  surfaces.  Especially 
well  detailed,  with  the  dies  not  yet  broken  and  bulged  enough  to 
limit  definition,  a bit  earHer  than  Manley  3.0  but  later  than  2.0. 
Some  old  buildup  is  present  among  the  reverse  design  elements  and 
around  the  date,  only  minor  marks.  Traces  of  a Talbot,  Allum,  and 
Lee  token  underU'pe  are  seen  at  the  base  of  the  reverse  and  along 
the  left  obverse  periphery,  a common  situation  on  this  variety  and 
a reminder  of  the  economizing  the  U.S.  Mint  undertook  in  the 
1790s.  This  is  a very  pleasing  example  of  a popular  variety,  one 
showing  the  1 of  the  date  first  punched  way  too  high  and  then 
corrected  to  a more  sensible  position.  Only  five  examples  of  this 
date  have  been  certified  as  Mint  State  by  NGC. 

PCGS  #001033 


1825  C-2,  B-2.  Rarity-1.  MS-63  BN  (PCGS).  Frosty  light 
brown  with  excellent  lustre.  Nicely  struck,  free  of  major  marks  or 
flyspecks,  very  minor  discoloration  atop  Liberty’s  head.  A beautiful 
Mint  State  example  of  the  date  and  type. 

PCGS  #001141 


1857  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-2.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Lustrous  surfaces 
with  considerable  mint  red  remaining,  particularly  on  the  reverse. 
Somewhat  softly  struck,  but  fairly  typical  for  the  issue. 

PCGS  #001240 


High-Grade  1797  Half  Cent 


PCGS-certified  half  cents:  ☆ 1806  C-1, 15-3.  Rarity-1.  VF-20. 
Even  steel  brown  with  scattered  marks,  two  light  reverse  nicks  ☆ 
1828  C-3,  B-2.  Rarity-1.  AU-50.  Medium  brown  and  smooth,  a 
few  tiny  reverse  spots,  dig  under  N of  CENT  ☆ 1857  C-1,  B-1. 
Rarity-2.  MS-64  BN.  Attractive  frosty  light  brown  with  splashes 
of  blue  toning  and  bints  of  mint  color.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


(2x  photo) 


1833  C-1,  B-1.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pre- 
dominately red  surfaces  wdth  some  spotting  evident  on  both  sides. 
Somewhat  scarce  with  this  much  original  red  color.  From  a long 
ago  dispersed  small  hoard  of  the  date. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-65  RD 
finest) 

PCGS  #001164 


J~' 

The  Rokert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 
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Superb  1793  Chain  AMERICA  Cent 

An  Important  Specimen 


(2x  photo) 


1793  Sheldon-2.  Rarity-4+.  Chain  AMERICA.  EF-40 
(PCGS).  Glossy  medium  brown  with  a subtle  mahogany  tint,  an 
attractive  and  even  color,  just  a shade  darker  on  the  reverse.  The 
surfaces  show  very  even  light  granularity,  with  no  offensive  pitting 
or  corrosion.  The  fields  arc  essentially  immaculate,  showing  no 
serious  marks.  We  see  a tiny  rim  bruise  over  R in  AMERICA  but 
otherwise  there  are  no  post-striking  defects.  The  detail  is  superb, 
sharper  than  others  seen  graded  at  this  same  level  by  the  certification 
services,  with  most  of  the  fine  delineation  still  present  in  the  hair 
and  a bold  and  expressive  portrait.  The  reverse  is  especially  strong, 
typical  of  the  variety.  There  is  only  the  most  minor  softness  at 
Liberty’s  ear.  We  could  see  someone  giving  this  piece  a still  higher 
sharpness  grade,  and  we  hasten  to  note  that  the  conservative  Noyes 
census  offers  this  coin  a sharpness  grade  ofEF-4(),  the  same  as  PCGS 
has  assigned.  There  is  usually  a significant  disparity  between  these 
two  numbers.  This  coin  shows  the  sort  of  detail  usually  seen  on 
Chain  cents  certified  as  AU. 

Sheldon-2  is  the  scarcest  of  all  collectible  Chain  cent  varieties. 


A few  Mint  State  pieces  are  known,  including  the  piece  graded 
MS-65  BN  (PCGS)  that  we  sold  for  a record  $431,250,  the  high- 
est sum  ever  paid  for  a regular  issue  U.S.  cent.  This  piece  perhaps 
ranks  in  the  top  20  known  specimens,  with  several  of  the  better 
ones  permanently  off  the  market.  The  present  offering  of  this  coin 
is  its  first  at  public  auction  in  decades,  probably  since  before  World 
War  II.  It  was  long  housed  in  the  American  Numismatic  Society, 
but  was  recently  released  back  into  private  ownership  as  part  of  a 
deal  that  brought  large  cents  thought  to  have  been  stolen  a half- 
century  ago  back  to  the  Society’s  collection.  We  feel  fortunate  to 
be  able  to  offer  this  to  a new  generation  of  private  collectors,  as  its 
quality  will  make  it  a centerpiece  in  a specialized  copper  collection 
or  a world-class  type  set. 

Oiicc  a part  of  the  cabinet  of  the  American  Numismatic  Society,  traded 
out  of  the  collection  in  recent  years  as  part  of  a deal  that  returned  the  R.  C. 
Daids-George  Clapp  Sheldon-2  to  the  Society’s  collection.  Noyes  photo 
39551. 

PCGS  #001341 


heavy  linear  crack  right  of  12:00  on  the  reverse.  A slight  double 
profile,  as  sometimes  seen  on  this  particular  die  variety,  adds  another 
level  of  interest.  A nicely  preserved  coin  with  a lot  going  for  it. 
PCGS  #001365 


1794  S-44.  Rarity-1.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Attractive  medium  steel 
brown  with  even  color  and  nice  surfaces.  Mostly  smooth,  tiny  scat- 
tered nicks  but  no  corrosion,  some  verdigris  among  reverse  design 
elements,  thin  old  scratch  on  cheek.  The  detail  is  excellent,  nicely 
showcasing  one  of  the  more  attractive  die  varieties  of  this  thoroughly 
popular  year.  Breen  state  V with  extensive  and  interesting  cracks, 
including  the  obverse  arc  crack  from  the  date  through  cap  and  the 


All  Uncertified  half  cents  and  large  cents  are  graded  in  ac- 
cordance with  “EAC”  style  net  grading  standards,  often  more 
conservative  than  so-called  “market  grading.” 


Amlrkan  Nlimism.mk:  K.MiiriLS 
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Magnificent  Gem  1795  Cent 

Sheldon-75 

Lettered  Edge 


(2x  photo) 


1795  S-75.  Rarity-3.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-65  BN  (PCGS).  An 

exceptional  specimen  of  the  Lettered  Edge  variety,  tied  for  fourth 
finest  known  on  the  Noyes  census  and  tied  for  fifth  finest  seen  by 
Del  Bland.  Resounding  cartwheel  lustre  prominently  encircles 
both  sides,  with  an  even  shade  of  ideal  frosty'  chocolate  brown  still 
retaining  some  hints  of  mellowed  mint  color  in  protected  areas. 
Careful  examination  of  the  obverse  fails  to  reveal  even  a single  mark 
or  complaint  of  consequence.  The  reverse  shows  a natural  curved 
lint  mark  below  TE  of  STATES  that  serves  as  an  identifying  link 
with  this  coin’s  especially  long  and  historic  provenance.  A shorter 
vertical  lintmark  is  seen  above  N in  ONE,  but  there  are  simply  no 
digs  or  nicks  of  consequence.  Technically,  this  is  an  exceptional 
coin,  and  its  naked  eye  visual  appeal  is  a match  for  the  level  of 
quality  seen  under  magnification.  Several  light  die  cracks  are  seen, 
consistent  with  Breen’s  state  V. 

Despite  the  profusion  of  1795  plain  edge  cents  in  high  grades, 
PCGS  has  never  assigned  a single  1795  cent  a numerical  grade 
higher  than  MS-65.  A number  of  other  Lettered  Edge  pieces  are  as 
nice  as  this  one,  including  the  Bareford-Halpern-Naftzger  specimen 
that  leads  both  of  the  major  early  cent  censuses,  with  a small  cluster 
of  other  Mint  State  pieces  also  known.  The  color  and  eye  appeal 
of  this  one  makes  it  stand  out.  For  someone  building  a type  set  in 
the  Koshkarian/Jung  style,  this  cent  would  be  an  excellent  choice. 
Of  course,  a long  string  of  savvy  copper  specialists  have  likewise 
enjoyed  this  coin,  and  we  could  see  this  coin  becoming  a prized 
inclusion  in  an  advanced  cent  collection  as  well. 

PCGS  Population  (Lettered  Edge):  7;  none  finer  within  the  BN  designa- 
tion. Two  additional  pieces  have  been  graded  as  MS-65  RB.  No  1795  cent 
of  any  variety  has  been  given  a grade  better  than  MS-65. 

Benjamin  Collins,  the  first  owner  of  record  of  this  cent,  was  one  of  the 
most  quality  conscious  collectors  of  the  19th  century.  The  short  commen- 


tary that  follows  was  included  in  our  cataloguing  of  the  1793  Sheldon-2  in 
MS-65  BN  (PCGS)  that  we  sold  for  a world-record  price  of  $431,250 — it 
too  was  once  owned  by  Benjamin  Collins  and  is  a testament  to  the  sort  of 
quality  indicated  by  a Collins  provenance: 

“Despite  being  a relative  obscure  name  to  most  modern  nuinismatists, 
two  excellent  studies  focus  on  the  first  American  owner  of  this  coin,  the 
Washington  D.C.  collector  and  dealer  Benjamin  H.  CoUins.  One,  by  Jess 
Patrick  in  the  October  1980  issue  ofThe  Numismatist  focuses  in  large  part  on 
this  coin,  and  the  other,  by  scholar  and  friend  John  W.  Adams,  appeared  in 
the  first  ever  COAC  volume  published  by  the  ANS.  Collins  was  a Civil  War 
veteran  who  served  with  the  Union  under  Gen.  Philip  Sheridan,  a native 
Missourian  under  the  employ  of  the  federal  government  after  the  war  who 
died  in  Washington  in  1928.  In  his  twihght  years,  in  1924,  he  noted  in  The 
Numismatist  how  he  went  about  his  collecting  oflarge  cents.  He  described 
how  he  obtained  “the  best  possible  specimens,  retaining  them  in  my  cabinet 
in  the  face  of  most  tempting  offers  and  only  dispensing  of  one  when  a more 
perfect  or  desirable  cent  took  its  place  ...  perfect  condition  should  be  our 
aim.”  A perfect  cent,  to  the  finicky  Mr.  Collins,  would  show  no  evidence  of 
“vandahsm,  nicks,  oihng,  tooling,  holes,  cleaning,  cabinet  friction  and  certain 
absence  in  toto  of  corrosion”  and  he  would  scoff  at  modern  premiums  on 
RD  coins,  saying  “any  fixed  color,  light  ohve  preferred,  though  black  or  dark 
very  acceptable.  Red  secondary  which,  though  beautiful,  will  not  stay  put.” 
A realist  and  a perfectionist  are  rarely  the  same  person,  but  Collins  was  both. 
His  realism  is  what  may  have  allowed  him  to  finally  sell,  after  much  appar- 
ent browbeating,  this  coin  and  four  others  which  Dr.  Henry  Beckwith  so 
desperately  wanted  for  his  high  condition  set  of  cents.  Breen  called  Beckwith 
“the  first  perfectionist,”  though  he  may  have  been  the  second.” 

From  Beitjmniti  FI.  Collitis  to  Dr.  Thomas  Hall  ou  July  13,  1897; 
sold  as  part  of  the  intact  Dr.  Hall  Collection  to  lart’il  Brand  on  September 
7,  1909;  Brand  estate  to  Charles  R.  Mathewson  to  Copley  Coin  Company 
to  Dorothy  1.  Paschal  in  1955;  Paschal  to  Charles  E.  Harrison;  Haig 
Koshkarian,  sold  in  1992  to  Jay  Parrino;  Superior’s  sale  of  July  1993,  Lot 
12;  xillan  Kollar  collection;  Superior’s  sale  oj  May  2005,  Lot  1014. 

PCGS  #001377 
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23  1795  S-76b.  Rarity-1.  Plain  Edge.  AU-55  (NGC).  Glossy 

chocolate  brown  with  mostly  smooth  surfaces.  The  upper  right  side 
of  the  obverse  is  somewhat  pitted,  but  the  rest  of  the  obverse  and 
all  of  the  reverse  is  hard  and  attractive.  Spot  on  Liberty’s  shoulder, 
only  minor  marks,  good  color  and  detail.  A desirable  example  of 
this  popular  type. 

RCGS  #001380 

Multiply  Struck  1795  S-78 


Superb  1796  Liberty  Cap  Cent 
MS-65  (NGC) 

Pedigreed  Before  1915 


1795  S-78.  Rarity-1.  Triple  struck.  F-12  (PCGS).  Noted  as 
“Double  struck  obverse”  on  the  PCGS  holder,  though  actually 
showing  three  distinct  strikes.  Glossy  dark  brown  with  lighter 
brown  devices  on  finely  granular  surfaces.  Very  attractive,  no  major 
marks  or  pits.  Struck  three  times  in  fairly  close  alignment,  though 
we  do  not  see  traces  of  the  multiple  striking  on  the  reverse.  Three 
discrete  profiles  of  Liberty  may  be  seen,  with  two  very  close  together 
and  a third  showing  wider  separation.  According  to  the  cataloguing 
when  this  piece  was  raw  in  2003,  it  is  struck  on  a heavier  planchet 
than  normally  encountered:  184  grains  instead  of  the  statutory  168. 
A very  interesting  early  error,  one  that  immediately  catches  the  eye 
and  would  be  a nice  addition  to  any  early  cent  collection. 

From  Superior’s  sale  of  the  Michael  Arconti  Collection  of  Large  Cent 
Errors,  July  2003,  Lot  17. 

PCGS  #001380 


(2x  photo) 

1796  S-84.  Rarity-3.  Liberty  Cap.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A 

superb  example  of  the  scarce  1796  Liberty  Cap  cent.  Lustrous 
medium  chocolate  brown  surfaces  are  lightly  reflective  in  the  fields 
and  show  lighter  brown  shades  around  devices  where  the  mint 
color  was  last  to  fade.  Some  faded  red  remains  in  protected  areas, 
mixing  with  gold  overtones  and  light  violet  highlights.  The  lustre 
is  impeccable  on  both  sides,  lively  and  impressive.  The  strike  is 
essentially  fully  realized,  with  superlative  definition  in  Liberty’s 
hair  and  sculptural  detail  m her  profile.  Some  very  tiny  marks  at 
the  left  obverse  periphery  predate  striking,  natural  planchet  chips 
at  central  reverse  and  a few  individual  chips  at  Liberty’s  neck  and 
throat,  spot  of  minor  roughness  hidden  among  denticles  at  3:00 
on  obverse,  tiny  identifyitig  pA  Ai  denticles  above  IT  of  UNITED 
links  this  piece  with  its  extensive  and  distinguished  pedigree. 

Since  its  inclusion  in  the  famed  cabinet  formed  by  H.O.  Gran- 
berg  of  Oshkosh,  Wisconsin,  this  piece  has  been  counted  as  one 
of  the  very  finest  of  its  kind.  Granberg’s  collection,  sold  intact  to 
William  H.  Woodin,  included  such  delicacies  as  an  1804  dollar,  a 
1776  Continental  dollar  in  silver,  and  other  rarities  of  similar  stat- 
ure. Its  later  ownership  by  Howard  Newcomb  and  John  Whitney 
also  speaks  to  the  quality  of  this  specimen.  Whitney  replaced  this 
piece  with  the  Eliasberg  specimen  of  S-84  before  the  1999  sale  of 
his  1796-dated  collection  on  the  basis  of  that  piece’s  preponder- 
ance of  mint  color,  though  this  example  is  better  struck  and  shows 
finer  detail.  That  coin  was  graded  MS-64  BN  (PCGS)  after  the 
Eliasberg  sale,  though  we  arc  not  certain  what  holder  in  which  it 
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currently  resides.  This  piece  is  noted  in  the  Noyes  census  as  tied 
for  sixth  finest  of  the  variety,  with  one  finer  example  permanently 
impounded  in  the  ANS  collection. 

Sheldon-84  is  the  only  die  variety  of  1796  Liberty  Cap  cent  that 
has  a collectible  population  of  Mint  State  coins;  Noyes  and  Bland 
each  list  two  or  fewer  Mint  State  coins  from  the  other  varieties 
of  this  scarce  final  issue  of  the  Liberty  Cap  design.  Of  course,  the 
number  ot  fully  Mint  State  1796  Cap  cents  that  come  on  the  mar- 
ketplace is  tiny — PCCS  has  certified  an  MS-65  specimen  on  only 
two  occasions,  with  two  MS-66s  also  listed  on  the  Population  Re- 
port, while  NGC  has  graded  only  a single  coin  higher  than  MS-63, 
the  piece  offered  here.  With  its  gorgeous  eye  appeal,  sophisticated 
provenance,  and  exceptional  technical  preservation,  this  landmark 
cent  could  be  the  centerpiece  of  a truly  world-class  cabinet. 

NGC  Census;  1 ; none  finer. 

From  the  collection  of  FI.  O.  Graiibergto  Hhlliam  H.  iVoodin;  United 
States  Coin  Company’s  sale  of  the  collection  of  “A  Prominent  American,  ” 
May  1915,  Lot  171;  Howard  R.  Newcomb;  J.C.  Morpenthan  and  Co. 
(Wayte  Raymondj’s  sale  of  the  Newcomb  Collection,  Parti,  February  1945, 
Lot  87;  Stack ’s  sale  of  the  Charles  H.  Deetz  Collection,  November  1 946, 
Lot  1753;  Christian  M.  Petersen;  Hollinlvck  Coin  Company’s  166th  Sale, 
October  1953,  Lot280;  Clen  Wallace  to  Abe  Kosoff;  ILiRCOA’s  sale  of 
May  1974,  Lot  828;  Dout^las  Robbins;  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Callerics’  Rare 
Coin  Reviews  #22-24  (Sprin^^  1974  to  Autumn  1975);  Stack’s  session  of 
Auction  ‘86,  July  1986,  Lot  8;  John  IMiitney  Collectkm. 

PCGS  #001392 


Important  Key  1799  Cent 


26  1798  S-184.  Rarity-2.  Second  Hair  Style.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A 

superb,  fully  lustrous  specimen  and  a new  addition  to  the  Condition 
Census  for  the  variety.  Frosty  medium  brown  and  steel,  very  close 
to  Mint  State.  The  fields  are  pristine  with  few  marks  of  any  kind, 
minor  dig  noted  under  ribbon  in  left  obverse  field,  some  inborn 
planchet  roughness  behind  Liberty’s  eye  and  likewise  in  the  area  of 
OF  on  the  reverse,  thin  scratch  between  left  ribbon  end  and  first  0 
of  denominator.  Well-defined  double  profile,  an  interesting  aspect, 
noted  by  Breen  in  his  Encyclopedia  of  Early  United  States  Lar^e  Cents 
— “Clapp  mentions  one  with  a double  profile.”  The  present  speci- 
men is  probably  about  fourth  finest  known  of  the  variety;  only  one 
is  known  in  Mint  State.  While  the  variety  is  frequently  encountered 
and  is  present  in  most  specialized  collections,  this  piece  represents 
an  upgrade  for  all  but  a lucky  few. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  3 finer  (all  AU-58). 

PCGS  #001434 


(2x  photo) 

27  1799  S-189.  Rarity-2+.  VF-20  (NGC).  Nice  glossy  even  dark 

brown  over  surfaces  that  show  neither  granularity  nor  pitting.  The 
devices  are  well  detailed,  peripheral  legends  are  strong  aside  from 
OF,  which  is  weak  even  in  higher  grades.  The  surfaces  show  an 
accumulation  of  tiny  contact  marks  acquired  over  a stay  in  circula- 
tion though  none  are  individually  disfiguring.  We  note  a dig  inside 
the  obverse  rim  at  2:00.  The  rims  appear  perfect,  without  bumps 
or  bruises  that  are  visible  in  the  holder.  The  date  is  plain,  wdth  a 
few  nicks  at  the  base  of  the  7 mentioned  but  the  bottoms  of  the  9s 
as  present  as  they  are  ever  seen  with  this  level  of  honest  wear.  A 
bit  of  harmless  buildup  is  seen  within  the  intricacies  of  the  reverse 
device,  but  the  planchet  is  of  far  better  quality  than  seen  on  most 
1799  cents.  The  classic  key  date  of  the  large  cent  series,  in  great 
demand  even  in  very  worn  condition.  Joseph  Mickley  made  the 
date  famous  with  his  inability  to  find  one  in  circulation  in  the  first 
half  of  the  19th  century,  and  specimens  were  worth  as  much  as 
fine  cents  of  1793  even  before  the  Civil  War.  Today,  this  pleasing 
example  will  end  one  more  collectors  Mickleyesque  search  through 
auctions  and  dealer  inventories  for  a collectible  specimen  of  the 
date. 

NGC  Census:  6;  1 finer  (MS-62). 

PCGS  #001443 
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The  Finest  Known  1803  S-254 
Noyes:  MS-67,  Bland:  MS-66 
Full  Mint  Red 


(2x  photo) 

28  1803  S-254.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  A simply  mag- 

nificent coin,  graded  MS-67  by  the  notoriously  conservative  Bill 
Noyes  and  MS-66  by  Del  Bland,  easily  a gem  in  anyone’s  eyes  on 
account  of  the  magnificent  surfaces  and  full  blazing  red  mint 
color.  Described  in  1981  by  Dave  Bowers,  this  piece  was  called 
“MS-65,  Uncirculated,  full  flaming  mint  red.”  It  has  not  mellowed 
appreciably  ever  since.  Today,  the  coin  is  highly  lustrous  and  dra- 
matic in  appearance,  with  some  areas  at  the  central  fields  showing 
a barely  evident  violet  tone.  The  cartwheel  is  entirely  intact  on 
both  sides,  as  flashy  and  nice  as  on  any  cent  of  this  vintage  we  have 
seen.  A few  spots  are  noted  here  and  there  including  one  behind 
Liberty’s  bun  just  inside  the  rim  at  9:00,  two  others  before  Liberty’s 
profile,  and  one  above  F of  OF  on  the  reverse.  A faded  trace  of  a 
fingerprint  is  present  behind  Liberty’s  curls,  lookingjust  the  same 
as  it  did  in  1981  and  clearly  stable.  A tiny  natural  planchet  void  at 
the  rim  above  B of  LIBERTY  is  perhaps  all  that  keeps  this  from  a 
full  gem  designation  in  the  judgment  of  PCGS,  as  the  light  contact 
points  and  utterly  inconsequential  abrasions  that  are  present  could 
not  possibly  have  merited  a grade  of  less  than  65  to  our  mind.  A 
heavy  die  break  is  visible  at  the  end  of  the  bust,  equivalent  to  Breen’s 
state  III. 

The  two  “EAC-type”  graders  noted  in  the  first  line  have  both 
given  this  piece  a grade  of  superb  gem  quality,  based  upon  the 
EAC  ideal  of  a gem-65  coin  showing  full  mint  color,  as  here.  As 
Dave  Bowers  wrote  in  1981,  “technical  description  aside,  this  is  a 
real  beauty.”  In  terms  of  eye  appeal  it  stands  with  any  cent  of  this 


date  we  recall  seeing — both  the  Jung  1803  cent,  a more  common 
S-260,  and  the  Koshkarian  1803  S-258,  another  Rarity-1,  were 
pretty  BN  coins  with  nothing  more  than  traces  of  faded  color. 
Cents  of  this  date  (or  even  this  type)  with  this  sort  of  fixed  red  color 
are  extremely  rare.  Del  Bland,  among  all  the  1803  cents  listed  in 
his  detailed  Condition  Census  listings,  graded  only  five  individual 
cents  as  MS-65  or  higher,  and  this  is  one  ofjust  two  called  MS-66, 
both  of  which  were  S-254s.  Recall  that  most  or  all  of  the  original 
color  is  required  in  “EAC-style”  grading,  thus  making  cents  of 
the  date  boasting  anywhere  near  this  much  red  able  to  be  counted 
on  one  hand.  From  examination  of  Noyes’  photographs  of  all 
the  coins  Bland  calls  MS-65  or  higher,  this  retains  the  best  color, 
quite  possibly  making  this  the  most  red  1803  cent  in  existence.  It 
appears  to  be  at  least  tied  with  the  Lee-Essex  S-254  which  Noyes 
has  not  photographed  but  was  reported  in  1981  as  being  tied  with 
the  present  piece  and  “possibly  from  the  same  source  as  the  Essex 
Institute  coins  and  |the  Wells-1981  ANA|  1801  S-216.” 

The  1801  S-216  in  question  shares  a pedigree  with  this  coin  up 
to  1981.  Both  were  in  the  January  1937  Elder  sale,  and  the  1801 
S-216  was  reported  by  Bland  to  have  been  “found  in  an  old  desk  at 
the  Essex  Institute  while  it  was  being  restored  during  the  1930s.” 
Apparently  the  coins  had  identical  envelopes  before  1981,  with  the 
notation  “Salem”  penciled  on  the  outside,  now  no  longer  present. 
Twins  of  each  of  the  1981  ANA  coins,  in  other  words  another 
red  1801  S-216  and  another  red  1803  S-254,  were  included  in 
the  Essex  Institute  sale  of  1975,  and  both  are  tied  for  finest  known 
with  their  “twins.” 

The  certification  data  agrees  with  Bland’s  assessment  of  the  rarity 
of  full  red  cents  of  this  date.  NGC  has  certified  a single  specimen 
as  PD,  MS-64,  as  here  and  perhaps  the  same  coin,  and  one  other 
piece  as  MS-67  RB,  a S-257  Bland  has  called  MS-65.  Every  other 
Mint  State  1803  cent  seen  by  NGC  was  called  BN.  While  PCGS 
has  graded  a few  more  pieces  as  Pd3,  this  is  the  one  and  only  RE) 
1803  cent  graded  in  the  20  year  history  of  that  firm.  Indeed,  just 
three  Draped  Bust  cents  have  been  called  PD  by  PCGS,  one  of 
which  is  the  MS-64  RD  S-216  cited  above  and  the  other  of  which 
is  the  incredible  MS-66  PD  Beckwith-Naftzger-Streiner  1807/6 
cent,  neither  of  which  has  sold  in  recent  memory.  Perhaps  a good 
comparison  piece  is  the  1807  Comet  S-271  in  MS-65  Pd3  (PCGS) 
that  sold  for  $50,600  m our  Flogan  Pond/PJ chard  Jewell  event  in 
March  2005.  That  one  came  from  a little  paper  box  after  decades  in 
hiding  and  was  last  seen  in  a 1940  Bluestone  sale;  this  one  seems  to 
have  been  found  in  an  old  desk  in  the  1930s  and  has  been  offered 
publicly  twdee  since  turning  up  in  a 1937  Elder  sale.  The  stories 
are  equally  neat  if  nothing  else! 

For  the  sort  of  connoisseur  building  a type  set  of  utterly  unsur- 
passable quality,  or  an  advanced  large  cent  specialist  tamiliar  with 
this  coin  and  its  lengthy  history,  the  appearance  ol  this  piece  on 
the  market  represents  a major  opportunity.  We  invite  any  and  all 
collectors  interested  in  this  coin  to  see  it  at  our  lot  viewing,  as  seeing 
it  will  prove  the  best  way  to  appreciate  its  beauty,  and  we  may  not 
have  the  chance  to  see  this  coin  again  for  decades  to  come. 

PCGS  Population;  1;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

The  pedigree  for  this  coin  begins  in  a 1937  Thomas  Elder  sale  entitled 
“Important  Collection,  Part  1.”  John  Adams,  in  his  annotated  bibliography 
of  major  2()th  century  auction  catalogues,  gives  this  catalogue  one  ot  his 
highest  grades,  an  A-.  This  coin  was  noted  among  the  brief  list  ot  highlights 
from  the  s,ile  upon  which  Adams  chose  to  remark,  mentioning  this  coin 
as  “Red  MS  1803  le,”  the  only  large  cent  listed.  How  many  Mint  State 
cents  that  were  sold  as  red  in  1937  remain  just  as  red  tod.iy?  The  SI  10  it 
realized  in  1937  was  a then-incredihle  sum — one  could  luve  bought  both 
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the  “proof  1796  quarter  and  the  “Unc.”  1796  quarter  froinjohn  Zug’s  ad 
the  next  month  in  The  Nuinismatist  and  still  had  S5  leftover  to  buy  a few  of 
your  favorite  commemorative  half  dollars! 

This  piece’s  remarkable  history  also  includes  a role  in  perhaps  the  most 
incredible  large  cent  trade  of  all  time:  the  Great  Ho-Ho-Kus  Pool  Table 
Swap  of  1986.  We  wrote  about  the  trade  in  our  Haig  Koshkarian  sale,  when 
describing  the  Mint  State  S-1  AMERL  that  was  also  a part  of  the  trade: 

“On  the  day  noted  [December  1 1, 1986],  Naftzgerand  Halpern  finished 
one  of  the  most  remarkable  trades  in  this  history  of  large  cents,  accom- 
plished on  Halpern’s  pool  table  in  his  home  in  New  Jersey.  On  that  day, 
Ted  Naftzger  traded  away  the  [Koshkarian]  Sheldon-1  in  addition  to  the 
second  finest  Sheldon-2  (ex  French-Sheldon),  the  fourth  finest  Sheldon- 1 Ic 
(ex  Newcomb-Auction  ‘81),  the  fourth  finest  Sheldon-14  (ex  C.  Douglas 
Smith-Denis  Loring-John  Roper)  and  other  coins  to  Halpern.  Naftzger 
received  the  finest  known  Sheldon- 1 , and  the  fourth  finest  known  Sheldon- 
2 (ex.  NN50-Floyd  Starr)  as  part  ofhis  take.”  The  present  coin,  the  finest 
1803  S-254,  was  traded  from  Halpern  to  Naftzger  that  day. 

Fnnn  Thotims  Elder’s  sale  of  January  1937,  Lot  2566  (@S  1 10);  Arthur 
A.  Hells;  Bowers  and  Ruddy  Galleries’  1981  ANA  sale,  August  1981, 
Lot  2740  (@  S 10,000);  Anthony  Terranom  to  Herman  Halpern;  Halpern 
to  R.E.  “Ted”  Naftzser  by  trade  on  December  H,  1986;  the  1989  EAC 
Sale,  April  1989,  Lot  143;  Anthony  Terranova  to  a private  collector. 

PCGS  #001487 

29  1803  S-255.  Rarity-1.  VF-35,  sharpness  of  AU-55,  lightly  bur- 

nished. Attractive  light  brown  and  gold  with  hints  of  olive  around 
devices.  Extremely  sharp,  even  surfaces  reveal  a hint  of  granularity 
that  has  been  expertly  evened  but  the  overall  look  is  that  of  a high- 
grade  coin.  There  are  no  major  digs  or  marks.  A desirable  type  coin 
despite  the  old  improvement. 

PCGS  #001497 


Attractive  1803  Cent 


30  1803  S-258.  Rarity-1.  MS-62  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  at- 

tractive medium  brown  with  faded  mint  color  in  the  background. 
Glossy  and  attractive,  considerable  frost  is  present,  the  surfaces 
are  smooth  and  of  excellent  quality.  Aside  from  two  very  minor 
scratches  under  the  jawline  and  a couple  of  very  minor  spots,  there 
is  nothing  to  prevent  a still  finer  grade — no  digs  or  other  distrac- 
tions of  consequence.  An  arc  crack  descends  from  9:00  to  the  first 
date  digit.  A very  nice  type  coin,  a perfect  piece  to  represent  the 
Draped  Bust  design  or  a good  addition  to  a more  specialized  copper 
collection. 

PCGS  #001482 


\ 
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1803  S-258.  Rarity-1.  EF-40,  sharpness  of  AU-55,  lightly  cleaned 
and  retoned.  Even  golden  brown  on  the  obverse,  glossy  chocolate 
brown  on  the  reverse.  Magnification  reveals  very  light  granularity 
on  both  sides.  A tiny  dig  is  noted  above  Liberty’s  bow,  no  other 
marks.  The  eye  appeal  is  excellent  and  the  sharpness  is  good,  making 
this  a coin  to  consider  despite  the  light  granularity. 

PCGS  #001501 


32  Three  different  large  cent  types,  all  PCGS-certified:  ☆ 1803 
S-258.  Rarity-! . VF-35.  Medium  brown  with  a few  specks,  verti- 
cal scratch  in  right  obverse  field  ☆ 1818  N-10.  Rarity-1.  MS-62 
BN.  Deep  brown  with  some  hints  of  mint  color  on  the  reverse, 
a fairly  typical  Randall  Hoard  specimen  ☆ 1853  N-25.  Rarity- 1. 
MS-64  RB.  Frosty  orange  and  mellowed  brown  with  a good  bit 
of  remaining  mint  color.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


33  1819/8  Newcomb-1.  Rarity-1.  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden 

brown  with  hints  of  rose  and  some  obverse  woodgraining.  Some- 
what brassy  on  the  highest  points  ot  the  design,  boldly  detailed, 
only  minor  scattered  marks  here  and  there  across  both  sides.  A 
sharp  example  of  this  popular  overdate  variety. 

PCGS  #001603 
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Superb  Full  Red  1821  N-2  Large  Cent 
A Treasure  from  a Boston  Cornerstone 
Tied  for  Finest  Known 


{2x  photo) 

34  1821  N-2.  Rarity-1.  MS-63  RD  (PCGS).  One  of  the  most  fa- 

mous of  all  middle  date  cents,  a full  red  specimen  of  this  semi-key 
date  that  was  interred  in  a Boston  cornerstone  until  its  discovery 
and  sale  in  1981.  This  is  its  first  public  appearance  since  that  time, 
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following  a long  interval  in  a private  collection.  The  surfaces  are  a 
bright  and  even  shade  of  orange-red  mint  color,  rich  with  lustre. 
The  obverse  shows  strong  cartwheel,  while  the  te.xmre  of  the  reverse 
is  more  satiny.  The  surfaces  show  some  minor  spots,  the  largest  of 
which  is  left  of  the  date  and  serves  as  an  identifier,  though  we  also 
note  one  at  the  base  of  AT  of  STATES.  The  strike  is  excellent, 
with  all  stars  showing  full  centers  and  the  central  devices  showing 
bold  delineation.  Some  minor  handling  marks  are  noted,  none 
serious,  with  a nick  atop  Liberty’s  head  the  only  contact  point  of 
any  conset]uence.  The  technical  quality  is  superb,  as  is  the  visual 
appeal,  with  both  strong  enough  that  Bill  Noyes  graded  this  piece  as 
MS-65+  in  his  1991  work  on  Middle  Dates.  Noyes  lists  the  piece  as 
tied  with  another  from  the  same  find  as  finest  known.  John  Wright 
likewise  names  this  piece  as  one  of  “the  best  four  pieces.” 

The  find  that  produced  this  cent  has  gone  down  as  the  stuff  of 
numismatic  legend,  incorporating  both  a story  of  found  treasure 
and  an  insider’s  story  of  a famed  auction.  About  1981,  a building 
in  Boston  was  renovated  or  razed,  revealing  a cornerstone  from  its 
initial  construction  in  1821.  Within  the  cornerstone  were  no  less 
than  seven  cents,  placed  inside  when  they  were  brand  new  and  pre- 
served ever  since.  All  seven  were  sold  in  a 1981  New  England  Rare 
Coin  Galleries  sale,  each  graded  Mint  State  and  aside  from  some 
spotting  retaining  abundant  mint  color.  As  noted  in  Dave  Bowers’ 
American  Coin  Treasures  and  Hoards,  where  the  Boston  Cornerstone 
Find  is  described  on  pp.  96-97,  “adding  to  their  appeal  was  the  ap- 
preciation of  the  1821  cent  as  the  second  scarcest  of  the  late  date 
large  cents.”  Only  one  of  the  seven  pieces  has  come  to  the  market 
since,  leaving  the  greater  proportion  of  Mint  State  1821  cents  off 
the  market.  This  one,  considered  among  the  best  of  the  group,  has 
resided  in  only  one  collection  since  its  discovery.  The  lucky  high 
bidder  will  not  only  own  one  of  the  finest  1821  cents  in  existence, 
but  will  be  only  the  second  collector  in  a fascinating  pedigree. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer.  No  other  1821  cent  has  been  listed  as 
RD  on  the  PCGS  Population  Report,  and  none  has  been  graded  higher  than 
MS-63  in  any  designation. 

Interred  in  a cornerstone  in  Boston  in  1821,  then  rediscovered  about 
1981;  New  England  Rare  Coin  Galleries’  sale  of  October  1981,  Lot  64; 
private  collector.  Noyes  photo  35820. 

PCGS  #001623 
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36  1838  N-4.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  Superb  cartwheel  lustre 

boldly  encircles  rich  medium  brown  and  olive  surfaces.  A frosty 
delight,  boasting  excellent  eye  appeal  and  technical  quality.  A thin 
die  crack  ranges  from  star  9 to  the  date,  some  die  “rust”  on  cheek. 
A beautiful  and  well-pedigree  large  cent  that  has  been  in  several 
advanced  collections  and  deserves  a home  in  another  one. 

Incorrectly  attributed  on  holder. 

From  Waytc  Raymond's  sale  of  November  20,  1945  (includitij^  a 
amsiy’iimciit  from  Hillyer  Ryder),  Lot  184;  Willard  C.  Blaisdell  to  R.E. 
"Ted”  Naftzyier  in  1976.  Noyes  photo  36387. 

pecs’ #()()1741 


Another  Superb  1821  Cent 

From  the  Boston  Cornerstone 


(2x  photo) 

1821  N-2.  Rarity-1.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  A second  piece 
from  the  same  find,  among  the  very  finest  known  of  the  date  and 
variety,  and  fresh  to  the  marketplace  for  the  first  time  since  1981. 
Hdch  orange  mint  color,  barely  faded  in  the  fields  but  still  rich 
with  lustre  and  somewhat  reflective.  Scattered  tiny  spots  are  seen, 
more  responsible  for  the  R13  designation  than  any  actual  brown, 
the  most  notable  are  under  F of  OF  and  atop  Liberty’s  head.  The 
strike  is  excellent,  nearly  as  good  as  the  previous  specimen  and 
showing  generous  detail  on  both  sides.  Only  very  minor  evidence 
of  handling  is  seen,  including  a minor  horizontal  nick  under  C of 
CENT.  The  surfaces  are  lively  and  the  eye  appeal  is  excellent. 

As  was  the  previous  lot,  this  piece  is  a treasure  from  Boston, 
long  off  the  market  and  among  the  very  finest  of  its  kind.  The 
1991  Noyes  census  cites  this  as  tied  for  fourth  finest,  and  Wright 
likewise  names  this  coin  among  the  four  best  of  the  variety.  This 
date  is  well  recognized  as  a challenge  above  EF,  and  those  collec- 
tors lucky  enough  to  have  fully  AU  pieces  in  their  cabinets  are  few 
in  number.  This  piece,  with  a storied  past  and  most  of  its  original 
color,  could  be  a highlight  in  any  cent  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer  within  the  RB  designation. 

Interred  in  a cornerstone  in  Boston  in  1821,  then  rediscovered  about 
1981;  New  Eny^land  Rare  Coin  Galleries’  sale  of  October  1981,  Lot  60; 
private  collector.  Noyes  photo  35744. 

PCGS  #091622 


37  1856  N-6.  Rarity-1.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  chocolate 

brown  with  some  chestnut  undertones  of  faded  mint  color,  espe- 
cially prominent  on  the  reverse.  Nicely  struck  though  lacking  a few 
star  centers,  free  of  all  but  the  most  minor  ticks.  A good-looking 
cent  and  a fine  way  to  represent  this  design  in  a type  set. 

NGC  Census:  22;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-67  BN). 

PCGS  #001919 


38  1856  N-7.  Rarity-2.  MS-66  BN  (NGC).  Lustrous  chocolate 

brown  with  abundant  mint  red  still  framing  design  elements  on 
both  sides.  Some  little  planchet  chips  are  seen,  natural  and  olten 
seen  on  this  date,  but  no  marks  of  note.  A highly  attractive  large 
cent.  NGC  has  only  graded  three  specimens  of  this  date  finer. 

PCGS  #001919 
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Small  Cents 


Splendid  Mint  State  1858  Cent 

Large  Letters 


Lightly  Circulated  1856  Flying  Eagle  Cent 

Snow-9,  Proof-40  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 


39  1856  Snow-9.  Flying  Eagle.  Proof-40  (PCGS).  Medium 

golden  brown  with  a few  faint  marks  and  some  even  wear  on  the 
high  points — this  is  one  that  made  its  way  into  pocket  change.  A 
popular  rarity,  the  first  of  the  U.S.  small  cents,  made  initially  to 
impress  congressmen  and  others  ot  their  ilk,  then  later  reproduced 
to  supply  demand.  Diagnostic  center  reverse  die  dot  on  underside 
of  upper  left  serif  of  N in  CENT. 

PCGS  #002037 

Splendid  1857  Flying  Eagle  Cent 

Sharp  Strike,  Nice  Appearance 


40  1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-65  (PCGS).  What  a splendid  coin  this  is! 

All  details  are  needle  sharp  (not  always  the  case),  original  lustre  is  full 
and  rich,  and  the  toning  is  light.  The  coin  is  a simply  breathtaking 
example  of  the  first  regular  issue  of  the  type. 

Near  the  leading  edge  of  the  eagle’s  right  wing,  below  O (OF)  is  a raised 
ridge,  interesting  to  cent  specialists. 

Flying  Eagle  cents  were  first  released  on  May  25,  1857.  The  interest 
was  intense,  and  long  lines  formed  outside  of  the  Mint  as  people  waited  to 
exchange  other  coins  for  them. 

PCGS  #002016 


41  1857  Flying  Eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  golden  surficeswith 

bright  rose  highlights.  Nicely  struck.  Some  scattered  flecks  are  ap- 
parent, especially  on  the  reverse. 

I-rom  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #002016 


(2x  photo) 

42  1858  Large  Letters.  MS-65  (NGC).  A very  nice  example  of  one 

of  the  two  major  types  of  the  1858  cent.  Well  struck  in  all  areas 
except  for  some  lightness,  scarcely  noticeable,  at  AT  (STATES). 
Ikich  lustre,  delicate  toning.  A significantly  above  average  coin. 
“Original”  pieces  (the  term  is  used  for  pieces  that  haven’t  been 
dipped  or  improved)  are  becoming  increasingly  scarce. 

PCGS  #002019 


43 


1858  Large  Letters.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty,  lustrous  speci- 
men with  warm  golden  surfaces  that  display  whispers  of  deeper 
iridescence.  Nicely  struck,  undeniably  choice. 


PCGS  #002019 


44  1858  Small  Letters.  MS-65  (NGC).  A sparkling  honey  gold 

gem  Flying  Eagle  cent,  a coin  with  great  overall  physical  and  visual 
integrity  despite  a few  faint  flecks  that  are  seen  under  low  magni- 
fication. Nicely  struck  for  the  date  with  solid,  bold  design  features 
in  all  quarters. 

PCGS  #002020 


I 
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Gem  Mint  State  1860  Indian  Cent 

Pointed  Bust  Style 


(2x  photo) 

45  1860  Pointed  Bust.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  deep  gold  with 


strong  lustre  and  some  prooflike  reflecti\dty.  A pleasing  mark-free 
example  of  the  first  year  of  the  design  type  with  shield  and  oak 
wreath  reverse,  here  with  the  pointed,  tapered  bust  tip  seen  on  the 
1859  issues,  replaced  later  in  1860  with  a round-tipped  bust.  The 
present  variety  is  by  far  the  scarcer  of  the  two. 

PCGS  Population:  22;  5 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #002056 

Gem  Proof  1861  Indian  Cent 


46  1861  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Strong  cameo  contrast  is  present,  though 

not  designated  as  such  on  the  holder.  Frosty  motifs  and  mirrored 
fields  glow  with  faint  gold  and  rose  toning  highlights.  Proofs  ot  the 
date  are  considerably  rarer  then  generally  recognized,  and  current 
estimates  give  the  Proof  distribution  of  the  1861  Indian  cent  as 
somewhere  around  40(1  to  500  pieces.  The  Bowers  reference  on 
Indian  cents  (1996)  noted:  “Such  estimates  vary  widely,  and  1 have 
seen  numbers  as  low  as  100  and  as  high  as  1,000.”  A tiny  toning 
fleck  near  the  F in  OF  and  a tiny  diagonal  crease  on  the  upright  of 
T in  CENT  on  the  reverse  are  the  only  blemishes  of  note — truly 
gem  quality. 

PCGS  Population:  21;  2 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-66  fin- 
est). 

PCGS  #002256 


Superb  Gem  1863  Cent 


(2x  photo) 

47  1863  Proof-66  CAMEO  (NGC).  A nicely  struck  example  with 


frosted  surfaces  set  against  mirrorlike  fields.  Pristine  throughout, 
there  are  only  a few  very  tiny  flecks,  scarcely  noticeable,  in  the 
obverse  field.  A handsome  example  of  this  popular  date. 

NGC  Census:  4;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  MS-67 
CAMEO). 

PCGS  #082262 


48  Quartette  of  PCGS-certified  small  cents:  ☆ 1863  Indian.  MS-63. 

Lustrous  with  minute  spotting  noted  under  low  magnification 
☆ 1909  Indian.  MS-64  PJT.  Bright  and  lustrous  with  splashes  of 
iridescent  pale  green  on  the  high  points  ☆ 1943  Lincoln.  Steel. 
MS-66.  Satiny  lustre  ☆ 1963  Lincoln.  MS-63  ILD.  Lustrous  with 
splash  of  rainbow  iridescence  and  splashes  of  dark  rich  toning  on 
both  surfaces.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

Choice  Cameo  Proof  1864  Bronze  Cent 


49  1864  Bronze.  Proof-64  RD  CAM  (PCGS).  Bright,  frosted 

devices  display  rich  gold  and  fiery  orange  while  the  fields  reflect  the 
same  hues  with  mirrored  intensity.  Flashes  of  pale  sky  blue  grace  the 
Indian’s  headdress.  Some  tiny  flecks  can  be  seen,  mainly  relegated 
to  the  reverse  around  the  denomination.  Regarding  the  Proof 
mintage  for  the  1864  Bronze  Indian  cent,  the  Bowers  reference 
notes:  “The  Guide  Book  suggests  that  just  150  Proofs  were  made, 
an  enticingly  low  number  that  is  often  quoted,  but  I suspect  that 
it  may  be  on  the  low  side.  In  1977  in  his  Encyclopedia  of  Proof  Coins 
Walter  Breen  stated  that  100  or  so  were  struck,  also  very  enticing. 
My  guess:  400  to  500.”  A visual  treat  despite  a few  faint  blemishes, 
a remarkably  pretty  Proof  Indian  cent. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  CAM 
finest). 

PCGS  #082278 
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50  IS64  Bronze.  MS-65  BN  (NCIC',).  Lustrous  brown  with  perhaps 
50‘h>  mint  orange  on  the  reverse.  Some  splashes  of  iridescence. 

RCGS  #002076 

51  1864  Bronze.  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  Lustrous  faded  mint  orange 
surlaces  appear  remarkably  like  a copper-nickel  cent  of  the  same 
date. 

RCGS  #002078 


52  1864  L on  Ribbon.  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  A high  degree  of 
robust  cartwheel  lustre  supports  bright  mint  orange  and  faint  lilac 
highlights.  Careful  examination  reveals  a charming  woodgrain 
surface  effect,  not  uncommon  in  early  Indian  cents.  Tops  of  18  in 
date  repunched,  reverse  die  aligned  somewhat  short  of  the  typical 

18()s. 

RCGS  Ropulation:  55;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (all  MS-66  RB) 

Variety  with  sizable  cud  at  lower  right  serif  of  E in  ONE  on  reverse. 

RCGS  #002080 

53  1865  Fancy  5.  MS-65  BN  (NGC).  A lovely  lustrous  coin  with  a 
generous  amount  of  mint  frost,  most  evident  on  the  reverse. 

RCGS  #002082 

54  1868  MS-63  RB  (NGC).  Lustrous  surfaces  with  evenly  matched 
mint  orange  and  faded  brown  on  the  obverse.  Some  light  mottled 
brown  on  the  reverse  over  mint  orange.  Sharply  struck. 

RCGS  #002092 


55  1872  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Fiery  orange  surfaces  with  lightly 

frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields  that  display  wisps  of  faint  rose 
and  violet.  A pretty  coin  with  a modest  cameo  contrast.  From  an 
estimated  Proof  distribution  for  the  date  of85()  to  1,100  or  so  pieces. 
This  date  is  often  collected  in  Proof  for  inclusion  in  high-grade  In- 
dian cent  sets,  owing  to  the  rare  nature  of  the  date  in  Uncirculated. 
Reverse  with  “blob”  on  upper  right  serif  of  T in  CENT. 

RCGS  Ropulation:  61;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Rroof-66  ILB). 
RCGS  #002304 


56  1875  Proof-66  RB  (NGC).  Sparkling  underlying  lustre  supports 

warm  mint  orange  and  varied  tan  highlights  that  meld  into  a pleas- 
ing woodgrain  surface  effect.  A few  tiny  obverse  flecks  are  present 
under  magnification,  and  we  mention  them  although  they  are 
fairly  meaningless  in  the  scheme  of  things.  Somewhat  cameo-like 
in  appearance,  with  frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields.  Reverse  of 
‘72,  die  lump  at  upper  right  serif  of  T in  CENT.  One  of  the  finest 
RB  Proofs  of  the  date  seen  thus  far  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  7;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

RCC;S  #002313 


57  1875  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  Satiny  mint  orange  with  a lively  blend 

of  faint  olive,  rose,  and  golden  iridescence.  A lovely  gem  despite  a 
few  faint  reverse  flecks,  sharply  struck  and  especially  appealing. 
RCGS  #002122 


Popular  Key  Date  1877  Indian  Cent 


(2x  photo) 


58  1877  Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Somewhat  prooflike  in  appearance 

with  lightly  textured  motifs  and  reflective  fields.  Bright  mint  orange 
mingles  nicely  with  deepening  gold  and  red.  A few  faint  obverse 
flecks  noted  on  this  rare  and  popular  key  date  to  the  Indian  series, 
none  of  them  overly  offensive. 

PCGS  #002319 


Gem  Red  Proof  1878  Cent 


59  1878  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  Frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields 

display  full  mint  orange  with  a touch  of  faint  rose  just  setting  in.  A 
nice  cameo  is  presented,  though  such  is  not  noted  on  the  PCGS 
holder.  From  a fairly  sizable  Proof  mintage  of2,350  pieces,  though 
there  are  not  an  awful  lot  of  survivors  from  that  mintage  with  the 
physical  and  aesthetic  credentials  of  the  present  piece.  Faint  wood- 
grain  reverse  toning  adds  its  own  charm  to  this  gorgeous  gem. 

RCGS  Ropulation:  8;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Rroof-67  RD). 

RCGS  #002323 


60 


1881  Proof-65  BN  (PCGS).  A stunning  brown  Prootwith  deep 
chestnut  fields  that  support  sky  blue  and  pale  violet  iridescence 
on  the  design  high  points.  A beautiful  coin,  and  in  our  opinion, 
a collector  could  do  lar  worse  then  to  have  an  entire  set  of  Proof 
Indian  cents  with  the  toning  highlights  on  this  beautiful  gem. 

RCGS  Ropulation:  10;  10  finer  within  the  designation  (all  Rroof-66  BN). 

RCGS  #002.330 


I 

I 
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61  1882  MS-65  RB  (NCJC).  A lustrous  gem  with  smoky  underlying 

mint  orange  wliich  gives  way  to  rich  violet  iridescence,  especially 
on  the  reverse. 

PCGS  #002143 

Stunning  Red  Proof  1884  Cent 

Tied  for  Finest  RD  Graded  by  PCGS 


62  1884  Proof-67  RD  (PCGS).  An  incredibly  lustrous  gem  Proof. 

The  lightly  frosted  niotits  and  mirrored  fields  spring  to  vibrant  life 
with  shades  of  rich  orange  and  pale  gold.  Everyone  enjoys  a chal- 
lenge, and  the  challenge  here  is  to  find  a blemish  or  deck  on  the 
surfaces  of  this  pristine  gem.  A truly  gorgeous  coin. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #002341 

Richly  Toned  Gem  Proof  1884  Cent 

PCGS  Proof-67  RB 


The  Bowers  reference  notes  that  unsold  quantities  of  Proofs  of  this 
date  were  retained  by  the  Mint  and  were  later  wholesaled.  A nice 
coin. 

Die  artifacts  or  the  remains  of  previously  punched  numerals  can  be  seen 
in  the  lower  loop  of  each  8 in  the  date. 

PCGS  #002341 

65  1885  Proof-65  RB  (PCGS).  Brown  toning  with  a hint  of  magenta 

over  mirror  surfaces. 

PCGS  #002343 

Gorgeous  Gem  Proof  1886  Indian  l0 

Type  I Obverse 


66  1886  Type  I.  Proof-65  BN  (NGC).  A spectacular  gem  blessed 

with  an  incredible  array  of  rich  peach,  gold,  crimson,  and  pale  blue 
on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  mainly  deep  chestnut  with 
some  fiery  crimson  here  and  there.  An  extraordinarily  beautiful 
coin  despite  the  fact  that  it  is  “just”  Proof-65  BN.  The  coin  has 
exceptional  visual  character,  and  is  essentially  unlike  most  of  the 
BN  Proof  Indian  cents  you  are  ever  likely  to  see. 

NGC  Census:  9;  6 finer  within  the  designation  (ProoG67  BN  finest). 

Type  I obverse,  lowest  feather  on  Indian  headdress  points  between  1 
and  C of  AMERICA. 

PCGS  #002345 


68  1892  Proof-66  RD  (NGC).  Fiery  mint  orange  surfaces  with  rich 

crimson  beginning  to  encircle  the  obverse.  A satiny  gem  with  a few 
light  decks  noted  for  accuracy. 

NGC  Census:  12;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (Proot-67  RD  fin- 
est). 

PCGS  #002365 


1884  Proof-67  RB  (PCGS).  Underlying  fiery  mint  orange  stip- 
ports  vivid  rose,  violet,  and  golden  highlights  on  deeply  mirrored 
fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs.  Careful  scrutiny  reveals  a few  tiny, 
insignificant  decks;  cautious  viewing  with  the  unaided  eye  fails  to 
detect  these  minor  blemishes.  Simply  superb. 

PCGS  Population;  15;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  RB). 

PCGS  #002340 


67  1890  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Fiery  mint  orange  beginning  to  fade 

to  rich  scarlet  and  deep  golden  red. 

PCGS  Population:  21;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  Proof-66 
RD). 

From  the  Palm  Beach  Collection. 

PCGS  #002359 


Gem  Red  Proof  1884  Cent 


64  1884  Proof-66  RD  (PCGS).  Fiery  lustre  graces  lightly  textured 

mint  orange  devices  and  redective  fields.  Careful  scrutiny  reveals 
a few  tiny  decks,  none  of  them  large  or  overbearing  in  appearance. 


69  1892  Proof-65  RB  (NGC).  Sultry  mint  orange  and  lively  crimson 

vie  for  dominance  on  the  surfaces  of  this  attractive  Proof  Indian 
cent. 

PCGS  #002364 
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1897  Proof-65  RD  CAM  (PCGS).  A bright  mint  orange  speci- 
men with  lightly  frosted  motifs,  mirrored  fields,  and  mint  lustre 
in  full  bloom.  A splash  here  and  there  of  fiery  orange  enhances  the 
overall  appeal. 

RCGS  Population:  3;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  CAM 
finest). 

From  the  Richard  Collection. 

PCGS  #082380 


1898  Proof-67  RB  (PCGS).  A splendid  coin  with  a mixture  of 
mint  orange  on  the  obverse,  there  nearly  complete,  with  the  reverse 
a beautiful  array  of  magenta,  blue,  and  other  iridescent  colors. 
PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #002382 


1898  Proof-66  RD  (NGC).  A fiery  mint  orange  specimen  with 
lightly  textured  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields.  The  reverse  has 
taken  on  deeper  shades  of  iridescent  orange  and  carmine.  Faint 
flecks  apparent  after  careful  scrutiny,  still  choice  overall. 

NGC  Census:  7;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  RD  finest). 

PCGS  #002383 


1899  Proof-66  BN  (NGC).  Deep  chocolate  brown  with  rich  royal 
blue  and  violet  toning  highlights.  Absolutely  stunning — if  only  all 
BN  Proof  Indian  cents  would  look  so  fine. 

NGC  Census:  7;  1 finer  (Proof-67  BN). 

PCGS  #002384 


1909  Indian.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A blazing  mint  orange  gem 
with  intense  cartwheel  lustre  and  a sparkling  overall  appearance.  A 
few  faint  obverse  flecks  are  the  only  distractions  on  this  impressive 
gem  cent  from  the  final  year  of  the  Indian  design  type. 

PCGS  Population:  142;  3 finer  within  any  designation  (all  MS-67  RT)). 

PCGS  #002237 


75 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Warm  and  lustrous  mint 
orange  surfaces  with  delicate  lilac  and  red  toning  on  both  sides. 
Delightful  woodgrain  toning  highlights  and  a few  faint  reverse 
flecks  become  apparent  after  careful  study. 

PCGS  #002427 


76 


77 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  A frosty  and  highly  lustrous 
orange  specimen  with  intermingled  pale  rust  and  gold  highlights, 
the  end  result  a pleasing  woodgrain  texture. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #002427 


1909-S  V.D.B.  MS-64  RB  (NGC).  Satiny  golden  brown  sur- 
faces display  strong  lustre  and  a pleasing  woodgrain  toning  pattern. 
Among  the  most  popular  and  avidly  sought  small  cent  issues  of  all 
time. 


PCGS  #002427 


78  1910-S  MS-66  RD  (NGC).  A truly  splendid  Lincoln  cent  in 

appearance,  with  satiny  surfaces,  intense  lustre,  and  fiery  shades 
of  orange  all  supportive  of  the  assigned  gem  grade.  An  example  of 
this  semi-key  date  that  borders  on  magnificent,  at  least  where  visual 
appearance  is  concerned.  The  present  beauty  must  certainly  chal- 
lenge just  about  any  example  of  the  date  in  virtually  any  grade. 

NGC  Census:  37;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  ILD). 

PCGS  #002440 


79  1912  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Satiny,  blazing  red  surfaces  with  wisps 

of  bright  gold.  A frosty  gem,  sharply  struck  and  visually  enchant- 
ing. 

PCGS  Population:  57;  7 finer  (all  MS-67  RD). 

PCGS  #002452 
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Gem  Key  1914-D  Lincoln 

No  RB  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


80  1914-D  MS-65  RB  (PCGS).  A satiny,  inatte-likc  gem  witli 

all-encompassing  lustre,  a bold  strike,  and  impressive  eye  appeal. 
Warm  mint  orange  glows  heartily  beneath  pale  lilac  higlilights.  An 
important  key  date,  one  that  overtakes  even  the  1909-S  V.D.B.  for 
key  date  status  in  high  grades.  Devoid  ot  spots  or  serious  marks, 
perhaps  just  the  gem  you  have  been  looking  for. 

PCGS  Population:  31;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #002472 


84 


1917  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A satiny  beauty  with  intense  cartwheel 
lustre  that  bolsters  the  bright  mint  orange  and  rich  golden  toning 
highlights.  Sharply  struck  and  aesthetically  appealing. 

" PCGS  #002497 


85  1918-D  MS-65  RB  (NGC).  Frosty  mint  orange  with  a casual 

blend  of  rich  rose  and  sparkling  pale  violet.  Nicely  struck. 

PCGS  #0()2508 


Frosty  RD  1924-S  Lincoln  ly 


81  1915  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A frosty  deep  orange  gem  with  in- 

credible lustre  and  eye  appeal  that  suits  the  assigned  grade.  One  of 
more  than  29  million  examples  of  the  date  struck,  though  Lincoln 
cent  specialists  have  long  considered  it  to  be  a major  scarcity  in 
Uncirculated  grades. 

PCGS  Population:  74;  6 finer  (MS-68  ILL)  finest). 

PCGS  #002479 


82  1916  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Blazing  mint  orange,  frosty  and  bright 

as  the  day  it  was  struck. 

PCGS  #002488 


83  1917  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A frosty  red  gem  with  intense  cartwheel 

lustre.  The  bright  mint  orange  surfaces  uphold  the  integrity  of  the 
sharp  strike.  In  a word,  gorgeous. 

PCGS  #002497 


{2x  photo) 

86  1924-S  MS-64  RD  (PCGS).  Much  scarcer  in  high  Uncirculated 


grades  than  its  somewhat  sizable  mintage  of  11,696,000  pieces 
indicates.  Satiny  mint  orange  surfaces  with  strong  lustre  and  a faint 
golden  glow. 

PCGS  Population:  75;  8 finer  (all  MS-65  RD). 

PCGS  #002557 

87  1926  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  blazing  mint  orange 

surfaces. 

IR:GS  #002569 

Exceptional  Red  Gem  1928  Cent 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


88  1928  MS-67  RD  (PCGS).  Blazing  orange  surfaces  with  wisps 

of  rich  gold  and  faint  rose.  The  lustre  spins  quickly  on  the  satiny 
surfaces,  capturing  the  viewer’s  attention.  Sharply  struck  and  visu- 
ally enticing. 

I’CGS  Population:  51;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

I'CGS  #002587 
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89  1928  MS-66  Rl)  (PCCIS).  Incredibly  lustrous  surfaces  border  on 

bright  yellow-gold  with  some  frosty  orange  highlights  near  the 
rims. 

RCGS  #002587 

Blazing  Red  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse  Cent 


90  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-64  RD  (NGC).  An  ever-popu- 

lar  issue  that  is  seldom  found  in  full  RD  condition;  many  of  the 
known  examples,  even  those  in  Mint  State,  are  BN  or,  at  best,  RB. 
To  find  a fully  red  example  of  the  date  is  a challenge.  The  present 
specimen  is  vivid  mint  orange  with  some  attractive  rose  and  faded 
red  highlights.  The  underlying  lustre  imparts  a matte  visual  feel  to 
the  present  coin,  a nice  piece  that  is  just  a tiny  tick  or  two  from  a 
full  gem  classification.  Simply  gorgeous. 

NGC  Census:  39;  4 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-66  RD  finest). 

PCGS  #002827 

Lustrous  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse  Cent 


91  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  Lively  quanti- 

ties of  lustrous  mint  orange  blend  warmly  with  deep  tan  and  rose 
highlights.  A choice  example  of  this  ever-popular  rarity. 

PCGS  #002826 


92  1955  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  AU-55  (NGC).  A lightly  circulated 

lustrous  medium  tan  example. 

PCGS  #002825 


Rare  1969-S  Doubled  Die  Obverse  Cent 


94  1969-S  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  FS-028.  Net  MS-60  (ANACS). 

“UNC  details.  Recolored.”  Medium  mint  orange  surfaces  after 
recoloring,  scattered  marks.  Doubling  undeniable  at  LIBERTY,  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST,  and  at  the  date  numerals;  the  S mintmark  is 
not  doubled,  as  that  was  entered  into  the  die  after  the  die  was  pro- 
duced. We  mention  this  because  there  is  a variety  of  the  date  with 
“shelf  doubling”  features  that  neophytes  often  mistake  for  doubled 
die  features;  on  that  variety,  even  the  S mintmark  is  “doubled.”  A 
definite  prize  for  an  advanced  Lincoln  cent  specialist.  Considering 
the  rarity  of  the  variety,  many,  if  not  all,  collectors  would  enjoy 
owning  this  particular  specimen. 

PCGS  #002921 


95  1971-S  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  Type  II.  FS-032.  Proof-67  RD 

(PCGS).  Bright  and  lustrous  mint  orange  with  frosty  motifs  and 
reflective  fields.  Doubling  plainest  at  LIBERTY  and  IN  GOD.  A 
popular  variety,  one  that  was  discovered  in  the  not  too  distant  past, 
but  one  which  has  grown  greatly  in  popularity. 

PCGS  Population:  18;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  Proof-68 
RD). 

From  the  Bill  Fivaz  Collection. 

PCGS  #003533 


1969  MS-67  RD  (NGC).  A blazing  mint  orange  gem  with  rich 
cartwheel  lustre.  Not  that  many  years  ago  very  few  people  would 
have  thought  a gem  1969  Lincoln  Memorial  cent  would  amount 
to  much,  but  my,  how  times  have  changed.  Indeed,  NGC  has  not 
certified  a finer  example  of  the  date  than  that  presented  here,  and 
we  suggest  it  may  be  sometime  before  they  actually  do. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #002914 
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Two-Cent  Pieces 

Nickel  Three-Cent  Pieces 

Gem  Red  1864  Large  Motto  20 


96  1864  Large  Motto.  MS-66  RD  (PCGS).  Frosty,  bright  mint 

orange  surfaces  with  a touch  of  deepening  red  in  the  obverse  shield. 
A few  faint  flecks  are  noted  for  accuracy.  Sharply  struck. 

PCGS  Population:  45;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  RD). 
PCGS  #003578 


97  1870  Proof-65  RD  (PCGS).  Bright  mint  orange  with  reflec- 

tive fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs.  Careful  examination  reveals 
numerous  raised  die  lines  in  several  areas  on  the  obverse.  From  a 
Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  somewhat  more  than  1,000  pieces. 

PCGS  Population:  37;  9 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-66 
RD). 

PCGS  #003644 


Impressive  Gem  Cameo  Proof  1865  Nickel  30 


(2x  photo) 


98  1865  Proof-65  CAM  (PCGS).  Mirrored  fields  and  frosted  motifs 

contrast  nicely,  with  faint  champagne  highlights  on  both  sides  add- 
ing greatly  to  the  cameo  contrast.  One  of  slightly  more  than  500 
Proofs  of  the  date  struck  during  the  first  year  of  the  design  type. 
Multiple  date  impressions  noted,  a diagnostic  for  genuine  Proofs 
of  the  date. 

PCGS  #083761 


99  1865  MS-66  (PCGS).  A sparkling  pale  golden  gem  with  frosty 
surfaces  and  heavy  underlying  lustre.  Sharply  struck  from  moder- 
ately clashed  dies,  and  with  a pattern  of  die  cracks  visible  on  both 
sides  as  well. 

PCGS  Population:  28;  2 finer  (both  MS-67). 

PCGS  #003731 

100  1867  Proof-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  toning.  E.xcel- 
lent  eye  appeal.  A significantly  above  average  example.  The  market 
price  on  nickel  three-cent  pieces  in  Proof-64  and  Proof-65  is  only 
a fraction  of  what  such  coins  sold  for  in  1990.  The  market  is  slow, 
offering  opportunities  for  the  contrarian  thinker  who  can  buy  while 
others  are  chasing  fads. 

PCGS  #003763 


101  1870  Proof-65  CAM  (PCGS).  Frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mir- 

rored fields  exhibit  a wealth  of  lustre  and  a faint  whisper  of  pale 
champagne.  Sharply  struck  and  visually  imposing,  as  should  be 
expected  from  a gem  Proof  of  the  date. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  7 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-66 
CAM). 

PCGS  #083766 


== 

American  Numismatic  Rarities 


37 


Thk  Kobert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


Gem  Uncirculated  1871  Nickel  3^ 


103 


104 


105 


106 


102 


1871  MS-66  (PCGS).  Robust  cartwheel  lustre  and  a whisper  ot 
taint  golden  toning  increase  the  gem  appeal  of  this  beautiful  piece. 
Struck  in  the  first  year  of  the  design  type  with  a mintage  figure  of 
fewer  than  one  million  pieces,  in  this  case  604, 000.  Easily  worthy 
of  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  16;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

Struck  tfoni  noticeably  clashed  dies.  An  unusual  crack  and  cud  combina- 
tion can  be  seen  at  the  viewer’s  uppermost  right  tip  ot  the  reverse  wreath. 
PCGS  #003737 

1879  Proof-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  over  fields  that  are 
a mixture  of  Proof  and  satin  frost.  Sharply  struck  and  very  pleas- 
ing. 

PCGS  #003775 


1879  MS-67  (NGC).  A frosty,  satiny  gem  with  pale  rose  and  lilac 
highlights  on  attractive  medium  gray  surfaces.  Sharply  struck  and 
laden  with  charm. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #003747 


1880  Proof-66  CAM  (PCGS).  A gorgeous  cameo  is  presented 
on  this  pale  champagne  gem.  Frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields  are 
the  order  of  the  day. 

Portions  ot  the  reverse  ribbon  have  been  polished  from  the  die,  not  a 
surprising  occurrence  when  one  notes  that  3,955  Proofs  of  the  date  were 
produced;  certainly  the  dies  needed  enhancing  from  time  to  time  during 
that  sizable  production. 

PCGS  #083776 


no 


111 


112 


1880  Proof-66  CAM  (PCGS).  Heavily  frosted  motifs  and  richly 
mirrored  fields  display  warm  champagne  highlights. 

At  this  reverse  die  state,  nearly  all  of  the  reverse  ribbon  has  been  effaced 
from  the  die. 

PCGS  #083776 


107 


108 


1883  Proof-66  CAM  (PCGS).  A simply  gorgeous  gem.  Frosted 
motifs  and  satiny,  mirror-like  fields  show  a wealth  of  rich  cham- 
pagne toning  highlights.  To  see  this  will  be  to  love  it. 

PCGS  #083779 

1885  Proof-65  CAM  (PCGS).  A sparkling  little  gem  with  satiny 
motifs  and  reflective  fields.  Faint  champagne  highlights  grace  both 
sides. 

PCGS  #083781 


109 


1886  Proof-67  (ICG).  Delicately  toned  mirrorlike  surfaces.  Excel- 
lent eye  appeal.  A superb  example  of  this  Proof-only  date,  one  that 
is  often  overlooked. 

PCGS  #003762 


1889  Proof-66  CAM  (PCGS).  A visually  impressive  cameo  Proof 
from  the  final  year  of  the  design  type  and,  for  that  matter,  the  end 
of  the  denomination  in  U.S.  numismatics.  Satiny,  lightly  textured 
devices  and  reflective  fields  impart  the  much-desired  cameo  ef- 
fect. 

PCGS  #083786 


1886  Proof-66  CAM  (PCGS).  A gorgeous  example  of  this  Proof- 
only  issue,  a date  that  saw  a production  run  ofjust  4,290  without 
attendant  circulation  strikes.  Frosty  devices  and  mirrored  fields 
support  the  assigned  CAM  designation.  Simply  lovely. 

PCGS  #083782 

1887  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  attractive,  and  with  light 
golden  toning.  A sleeper  in  our  opinion.  It  is  our  view  that  of  the 
2,900  Proofs  reported  struck  for  1887,  only  about  1,000  were  of 
the  “perfect  date,”  the  others  were  the  1887/6  overdate.  We  believe 
this  to  be  the  rarest  Proof  issue  after  1865.  Quick,  while  the  market 
isn’t  looking,  add  this  to  your  collection! 

PCGS  #003783 
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Silver  Three-Cent  Pieces 

All  silver  three-cent  piece  photos  are  2x. 

Superb  Gem  1852  Trime 


113  1852  MS-67  (NGC).  A brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  example. 

Some  flow  lines  are  seen  on  the  obverse  field  in  particular.  Quite 
well  struck  for  the  issue,  notably  so. 

NGC  Census:  12;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #003666 

Choice  Proof  1858  Silver  30 


114  1858  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  golden  gray  devices  and  deeply 

mirrored  fields  exhibit  rich  violet,  electric  blue,  and  rose  irides- 
cence. A fairly  scarce  Proof  from  the  final  year  of  Type  II  silver 
three-cent  coinage.  For  more  than  a century  this  date  was  thought 
to  have  been  produced  in  the  Proof  format  to  the  grand  sum  ofjust 
80  or  so  pieces,  but  conventional  wisdom  today  supports  an  actual 
Proof  mintage  for  all  silver  denominations  of  the  date  at  around  300 
or  so  pieces,  perhaps  even  a few  more  than  that  number.  Regardless, 
the  1858  Proof  series  is  avidly  collected  across  the  denomination 
spectrum,  and  the  present  choice  beauty  will  be  a lovely  prize  for 
the  successful  bidder. 

PCGS  #003705 


i.  __  ...  _ ....  . 


Gem  Uncirculated  1858  Silver  30 


116  1858  MS-66  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  lustrous  lilac-gray  surfaces. 

Deepening  shades  of  rose  and  electric  blue  gather  at  the  rims  on 
both  sides  of  this  frosty  gem. 

PCGS  #003674 


Superb  Gem  1864  Trime 


117  1864  MS-68  (NGC).  A sharply  struck  Mint  State  example  with 

vivid  iridescent  toning  on  both  sides.  A splendid  gem  of  exquisite 
quality.  While  Proofs  remain  in  numismatic  hands  in  proportion 
to  the  numbers  minted,  circulation  strikes  were  less  apt  to  be  saved 
and  today  pieces  such  as  this  are  significantly  rarer  than  Proofs. 

NGC  Census:  4;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-68A). 

PCGS  #003684 


118  1865  Proof-66  (NGC).  A lovely  trime  with  medium  iridescent 

toning  over  mirror  surfaces,  with  blue  and  magenta  greeting  the 
eye  along  with  hints  of  other  colors. 

NGC  Census:  16;  10  finer  within  the  designation  (Prool-68  finest). 
PCGS  #003715 


Colorful  Gem  Uncirculated  1858  Silver  30 


115  1858  MS-67  (NGC).  A satiny,  gorgeous  gem  with  smoky  golden 

gray  surfaces  that  support  a wealth  of  faint  blue,  rose,  peach,  and 
lavender  toning  highlights.  Undeniably  choice  from  a physical  as 
well  as  a visual  standpoint. 

NGC  Census:  12;  2 finer  (both  MS-67ii'). 

PCGS  #003674 


119  1866  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Heavy  cameo  contrast  present,  though 

not  noted  on  the  PCGS  holder.  The  central  devices  arc  heavily 
frosted  and  stand  broadly  out  from  the  deeply  mirrored  fields.  The 
toning  is  exquisite,  with  lilac,  gold,  and  peach  on  the  obverse  and 
reverse.  Sharply  struck  revealing  all  the  tiny  nuances  of  this  attrac- 
tive design.  One  of  only  725  Proofs  of  the  date  produced. 

PCGS  #003716 
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Nickel  Five-Cent  Pieces 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1866  Shield  5^ 


,«ntTTTTrmr»»^ 


(2x  photo) 

1866  Rays.  Proof-65  CAM  (PCGS).  A sparkling  gem  with  frosty 
motifs  and  mirror  fields  that  display  a nuance  of  faint  champagne. 
A sharp  and  appealing  gem  Proof  from  the  first  year  of  the  Shield 
nickel  design  type,  as  well  as  the  first  year  of  the  denomination. 

Tiny  obverse  centering  dot  just  below  horizontal  lines  on  shield,  central 
dot  within  upper  curve  of  5,  upright  of  5 shows  doubling,  bottom  three 
groups  of  rays  point  to  C,  N,  and  S in  CENTS. 

PCGS  #083817 


1868  Proof-65  CAM  (PCGS).  A beautiful  example  of  a truly 
high-grade  Proof.  Mirror  surfaces  with  light  gold  toning  on  both 
sides.  Well  struck.  Although  the  holder  says  “cameo,”  all  that  we 
have  seen  can  be  called  this — the  cameo  designation  is  fairly  new. 
Under  high  magnification  some  raised  diagonal  die  striae  can  be 
seen  in  the  two  rightmost  vertical  white  stripes  in  the  shield. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  10  finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  CAM 
finest). 

Again  we  note  that  today’s  market  offers  many  opportunities.  As  we  see 
it,  Proof  nickel  three-cent  pieces,  Proof  Shield  nickels,  and  Proof  Liberty 
nickels  in  grades  such  as  Proof-64  and  65  are  sleepers,  priced  much  lower  than 
they  were  years  ago,  but  every  bit  as  desirable  now.  The  market  has  fads,  ups 
and  downs,  and  right  now  these  Proofs  are  in  a down  cycle.  Any  search  for 
pieces  on  today’s  market  should  be  tempered  with  connoisseurship.  This 
particular  shield  nickel  is  a gem,  worthy  of  a place  in  the  finest  collection. 
However,  many  others  in  the  marketplace  are  not.  Go  slow  and  be  careful, 
and  we  expect  you  will  do  well. 

PCGS  #083822 


1871  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  motifs  and  somewhat  reflective 
fields  are  warmed  with  deep  and  even  champagne  hues.  No  finer 
example  of  this  date  has  been  certified  by  PCGS  within  any  Proof 
designation. 

PCGS  Population:  20;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PC(;S  #003825 


123 


127 


Superb  Proof  1881  Shield  Nickel 


124 


1881  Proof-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  delicate  champagne  toning. 
Nicely  struck.  The  obverse  is  from  a deeply  basined  die,  giving  the 
illusion  of  extra  relief  on  the  shield.  On  this  Proof  die  the  date  is 
slightly  off  center  to  the  right  under  the  ball. 

The  1881  has  always  been  a popular  date  as  related  circulation 
strikes  are  virtually  unavailable.  Accordingly,  there  has  been  extra 
price  demand  on  the  Proofs,  although  not  much  in  the  current 
market. 

NGC  Census;  22;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  finest). 
PCGS  #003836 

1881  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Light  gray  toning  over  Proof  surfaces. 
The  reverse  has  the  “orange  peel”  surface  as  seen  on  some  Proof 
gold  coins.  A very  nice  example,  just  right  in  terms  of  value  for  the 
money  paid. 

PCGS  #003836 


125  Pair  of  PCGS-certified  nickels:  ☆ 1882  Shield.  MS-64.  Lustrous 

rose-gold  surfaces,  some  verdigris  noted  on  the  obverse  ☆ 1883 
Liberty.  No  CENTS.  MS-65.  Frosty  rose,  gray,  and  gold  toning 
over  lustrous  surfaces.  (Total;  2 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1883  Nickel 

Last  Year  of  the  Shield  Type 


126 


1883  Shield.  Proof-67  (ICG).  A brilliant  specimen  with  a whisper 
of  toning.  Sharply  struck  and  very  attractive.  Ideal  for  an  advanced 
specialized  date  set  or  simply  for  use  to  illustrate  the  type. 

PCGS  #003838 

1898  Proof-65  (NGC).  Delicate  golden  iridescent  toning  over 
mirror  surfaces.  A tiny  toning  fleck  is  seen  on  the  cheek.  Quite 
attractive  overall  and  well  worth  having. 

PCGS  #003896 
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130  1902  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  finely  textured  surfaces  glow  with 

rich  cartwheel  lustre  and  hints  of  appealing  golden  toning.  Nicely 
struck,  with  virtually  full  design  elements  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  Population:  35;  3 finer  (all  MS-67). 

PCGS  #003863 


Colorful  Gem  1890  Liberty  50 


129  1900  MS-67  (NGC).  Briskly  rotating  cartwheel  lustre  supports 

the  attractive,  lovely  champagne  iridescence  that  graces  both  sides 
of  this  undeniable  gem. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #003861 


Satiny  Gem  Uncirculated  1905  Liberty  50 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


132 


{2x  photo) 

128  1890  MS-66  (NGC).  A lustrous,  satiny  gem  with  random  splashes 

ot  pale  rose,  peach,  and  sky  blue  mingled  with  lively  golden  high- 
lights. 

NGC  Census:  11;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

PCGS  #003851 


Blazing  Gem  1900  Liberty  Nickel 
None  Seen  Finer  by  NGC 


1906  Proof-67  CAMEO  (NGC).  Frosty  motifs  and  deeply 
mirrored  fields  exhibit  splashes  of  faint  gold  and  sky'  blue  irides- 
cence. 

NGC  Census:  8;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67'*-  CAMEO 
finest). 

PCGS  #083904 


1908  MS-66  (NGC).  Bold  cartwheel  lustre  mingles  with  faint 
rose,  peach,  and  sky  blue  iridescence  on  this  attractive  gem  Liberty 
nickel. 

PCGS  #003869 


1905  MS-67  (NGC)  . Broad  swathes  of  lustre  w'ork  their  way  across 
the  satiny  surfaces  on  both  sides  of  this  brilliant  and  imposing  gem 
Liberty  nickel.  The  quality  presented  here  is  extraordinary. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #003866 


' American  Numismatic  Rarities 


41 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


Gorgeous  Gem  Uncirculated  1909  Liberty  50 

None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo)  I II  ^ 

134  1909  MS-66  (PCGS).  A whirlwind  exhibition  of  strong  cartwheel 

lustre  spins  broadly  across  the  rich  golden  surfaces  of  this  satiny, 
near-perfect  gem.  A semi-key  among  later  date  Liberty  nickels,  the 
1909  has  always  been  well  respected  in  gem  quality. 

PCGS  Population:  18;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #003870 

Superb  1913  Type  I Nickel 

Matte  Proof 


MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  rose-gold  with  violet  toning  at  the  centers 
☆ 1935  MS-64  (PCGS).  Iridescent  rose,  olive,  and  sky  blue  on  the 
obverse,  reverse  displays  antique  bluish  gray  with  bright  iridescent 
rose  highlights  ☆ 1935-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Rainbow  iridescence 
with  splashes  of  deep  rich  frosty  toning  on  both  surfaces.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

138  Selection  of  NGC-certified  Buffalo  nickels;  ☆ 1913  Type  11.  MS- 

61.  Obverse  with  rose  at  the  center  and  sky  blue  at  the  periphery; 
reverse  displays  rose-gold  surfaces  ☆ 1916  MS-62.  Delicate  bluish 
gray,  rose,  and  gold  on  the  obverse;  reverse  with  rose  toning  ☆ 1923 
MS-62.  Frosty  rose-gray  with  bright  iridescent  sea  green,  gold,  and 
rose  highlights  ☆ 1934-D  MS-63.  Bright  iridescent  rose,  gold,  and 
blue-green  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1938-D  MS-63.  Rainbow  toning 
on  both  surfaces.  (Total;  5 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


139  1913-D  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  Warm  golden  gray  with  deep 

lustre  and  multi-colored  pastel  iridescence  on  both  sides. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #003922 


136 


1913-D  Type  I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty,  matte-like  specimen 
with  underlying  golden  gray  surfaces  that  support  a wealth  of  rich 
pastel  iridescence,  gold  and  fiery  peach  dominating. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #003916 

Group  of  Mint  State  Buffalo  nickels:  ☆ 1913-S  Type  1.  MS-64 
(NGC).  Matte-like  surfaces  with  gorgeous  rainbow  toning  over 
both  surfaces  ☆ 1914  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bright  iridescent  gold,  rose, 
sea  green,  and  orange  toning  over  both  surfaces,  spots  noted  ☆ 1930 


Superb  Proof  1914  Buffalo  Nickel 

Matte  Proof 


(2x  photo) 

141  1914  Proof-67  (NGC).  A lovely  example  toned  medium  gold 

and  iridescent  hues.  Needle  sharp  strike.  As  circulation  strikes  are 
very  seldom  found  with  lull  details,  a Proof  such  as  this  will  serve 
to  illustrate  the  design  nicely  in  a type  set. 

PCGS  #063991 


1913-S  Type  II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A rich  golden  gray  specimen 
with  generous  eye  appeal  and  equally  generous  underlying  lustre. 
Rainbow  hues  engage  both  sides  of  this  scarcity. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #003923 


(2x  photo) 


1913  Type  I.  Proof-67  (NGC).  An  iridescent  toned  example  of 
the  first  year  of  the  Indian  Head/Buffalo  nickel.  Sharply  struck  and 
very  attractive.  Primarily  gold  and  magenta,  but  with  other  hues 
of  the  rainbow  in  evidence.  Always  popular  for  type  set  purposes. 

NGC  Census:  33;  3 finer  (Proof-68^  finest). 

PCGS  #003988 
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145  1914-D  MS-64  (NGC).  A frosty  specimen  with  glowing  cartwheel 

lustre  that  supports  a wealth  of  deep  peach  and  pale,  fiery  orange. 

I Nicely  struck. 

i From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

; PCGS  #003925 

L — 


147  1915  Proof-66  (NGC).  Silvery  surfaces  with  a hint  of  gold.  One 

ol  the  scarcer  issues  in  the  Matte  Proof  series. 

PCGS  #003992 


(2x  photo) 

1914  MS-67  (PCGS).  A gorgeous  gem  of  unusual  and  extraordi- 
nary beauty'.  The  satiny,  matte-like  surfaces  show  delightful  silver 
gray  brilliance  on  the  devices  Mth  smoky,  rich  golden  hues  in  the 
fields.  The  strike  is  bold,  not  completely  so  at  the  bison’s  shoulder, 
but  easily  at  a numerical  level  of  95%  or  better.  Finding  a mark  of 
any  consequence  on  the  surface  of  this  beautiful  gem  is  essentially 
as  fruitless  as  a search  for  the  proverbial  needle  in  a haystack. 

PCGS  Population;  14;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #003924 


148  1915-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  deep,  rich  lustre.  Delicate 

toning.  Quite  well  struck,  not  completely  full  details,  but,  say,  95%. 
A lint  mark  is  seen  on  the  Indian’s  neck.  Significantly  finer  than 
usually  found  for  1915-D. 

PCGS  #003928 


1914-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  matte-like  surfaces 
rich  with  iridescent  peach,  gold,  and  lilac.  Some  striking  weakness 
at  the  bison’s  shoulder,  not  severely  weak,  and  fairly  typical  for  the 
date.  A lovely  gem. 

Heavy  obverse  die  crack  from  rim  through  B in  LIBERTY  and  then 
to  the  Indian’s  brow. 

PCGS  #003925 


149  1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Deep  olive-gold  surfaces  are  ablaze  with 

sea  green,  rose,  and  pale  violet  iridescence.  Some  striking  weakness 
on  the  reverse,  as  typically  seen  for  the  date;  the  strike  is  not  flat, 
but  not  quite  full  either. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #003932 


Unusually  Beautiful  1914  Buffalo 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


1914  Proof-63  (NGC)  . A brilliant  example.  Sharp  detail  as  always. 
Although  this  is  graded  Proot-63,  no  friction  is  evident,  and  it  seems 
that  the  assignment  is,  if  anything,  conservative. 

PCGS  #003991 


1914-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Robust  rainbow  iridescence  fairly  leaps 
from  the  satiny  lustrous  surfaces  of  this  attractive  branch  mint  issue. 
Some  striking  weakness  noted  at  the  bison’s  shoulder,  though  much 
of  the  detail  is  present  and  accounted  for. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #003926 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1918-D  50 


153 


151  1917-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A truly  exceptional  example  of  the  date. 

Underlying  silver  gray  brightness  mingles  with  rich  gold,  crimson, 
and  pale  aqua  obverse  highlights,  while  the  reverse  offers  its  own 
rich  display  of  deep  gold  and  violet.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date, 
with  much  of  the  reverse  bison’s  shoulder  pelt  sharp  and  fully  ac- 
counted for.  An  exceptionally  lovely  example  of  the  date,  a coin 
with  true  aesthetic  character  and  surfaces  that  approach  absolute 
perfection. 

PCGS  Population:  21 ; none  finer. 

PCGS  #003936 


Superb  Gem  1916-S  Nickel 


Exceptional  Gem  1917-S  Buffalo  50 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 

1918-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  golden  gray  gem  with  robust 
underlying  lustre,  and  a hint  of  prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  obverse 
field.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  a goodly  proportion  of 
shoulder  detail  present  on  the  reverse  bison;  this  date  is  often  seen 
with  less  detail  than  that  presently  offered.  A truly  pleasing  gem, 
a coin  that  holds  up  well  to  careful  scrutiny  and  easily  approaches 
the  upper  level  of  Mint  State  quality. 

PCGS  #003938 


1923-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  gray  with  rich  golden 
highlights  on  both  sides.  Somewhat  matte-like  in  appearance,  fairly 
pleasing  as  such.  Struck  from  a deteriorating  die,  with  some  “orange 
peel”  near  the  rims.  The  strike  is  typical  for  the  date,  some  softness 
at  the  bison’s  head  and  shoulder.  Still  a pleasing  coin  within  the 
context  of  the  date. 

PCGS  #003950 


1925  MS-66  (PCGS).  A truly  gorgeous  gem.  The  satiny,  silky- 
smooth  surfaces  seemingly  glow  from  within  with  faint  sky  blue 
and  rich  champagne  toning  on  the  obverse;  the  reverse  exhibits 
deeper  champagne  at  the  rims.  A pretty  coin  with  essentially  full 
design  elements  present  on  both  sides.  This  is  what  gem  quality  is 
all  about. 

PCGS  Population:  111;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

PCGS  #003954 


(2x  photo) 

150  1916-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  rich  lustre.  Light  golden 

toning.  Above  average  in  strike,  challenging  but  not  quite  meeting 
full  details. 

PCGS  Population:  23;  4 finer  (all  MS-67). 

PCGS  #003933 
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155  1925-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  beauty  with  intense  cartwheel 

lustre  and  delightful  champagne  highlights.  A pleasing  coin,  devoid 
ot  serious  marks,  and  just  a hair’s  breadth  from  gem  status.  Striking 
weakness  noted  at  the  top  of  LIBERTY  on  the  obverse,  and  at  the 
bison’s  head  and  shoulder;  the  horn  is  full  and  the  details  are  there, 
but  certain  interior  portions  are  soft.  Reverse  die  aligned  at  about 
150®,  bison’s  head  points  to  7:30  or  so  rather  than  standard  9:00. 

PCGS  #003955 

Gem  Uncirculated  1926-D  50 

Nicely  Struck 


157  1930-S  MS-66  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  broadly  .sweeping 

cartwheel  lustre  that  supports  rich  sky  blue  and  golden  yellow  ton- 
ing highlights.  Nicely  struck  with  just  a hint  of  shoulder  weakness 
present  on  the  reverse. 

NGC  Census:  18;  3 finer  (MS-67ilr  finest). 

PCGS  #003970 


(2x  photo) 

160  1935-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  satiny  surfaces 

imbued  with  delightful  champagne  iridescence.  Nicely  struck,  not 
fully  so  at  the  shoulder,  but  near  enough  to  warrant  mention. 
PCGS  Population:  24;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #003976 


Choice  Mint  State  1925-D  Buffalo  50 

Unusual  Die  Alignment 


Gem  Mint  State  1934-D  Buffalo  Nickel 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


158 


(2x  photo) 

1934-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  intensely  lustrous  fire  storm  of  rich 
golden  hues  blasts  across  the  satiny  surfaces  of  this  attractive  gem. 
Somewhat  lightly  struck  at  the  shoulder,  as  is  typical  for  the  date, 
but  here  the  sharpness  goes  well  beyond  that  usually  seen.  Indeed, 
all  but  the  lower  right  edge  of  the  bison’s  shoulder  pelt  is  sharp  and 
well  represented. 

PCGS  Population;  32;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #003973 


1926-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty,  sparkling  gem  with  strong 
lustre  that  supports  a wealth  of  rich  gold  and  orange  toning  on  the 
obverse,  with  equally  rich  lilac  and  rose  on  the  reverse.  While  not 
fully  struck,  the  present  1926-D  Buffalo  nickel  certainly  comes 
closer  to  that  category  than  the  vast  majority  of  specimens  extant. 
Virtually  all  of  the  head,  beard,  and  chest  hair  details  are  present 
on  the  familiar  American  bison,  with  just  a hint  of  weakness  seen 
at  the  lowest  point  of  the  shoulder  details.  Always  in  demand  in 
virtually  any  grade,  with  Mint  State  specimens  especially  desirable. 
Among  Mint  State  specimens,  the  present  coin  stands  high  above 
the  majority  by  virtue  of  its  strong  strike  and  considerable  eye  ap- 
peal. 

PCGS  Population:  18;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

PCGS  #003958 


159  1935-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  steel  gray  gem  with  rich  lustre 

and  faint  gold  and  sky  blue  toning  highlights.  Pleasing  surfaces  and 
a pleasing  strike. 

PCGS  Population:  96;  6 finer  (all  MS-67). 

PCGS  #003975 


Impressive  Gem  1935-S  Buffalo  50 

None  Certified  Finer  by  PCGS 
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Exemplary  Gem  1935-S  Buffalo  50 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


166  1937  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Faint  sky  blue,  rose,  and  gold  grace  the 

deeply  mirrored  fields  and  faintly  frosted  devices  of  this  sharp  and 
attractive  gem  Proof  One  of  5,769  Proofs  of  the  date  produced, 
the  final  such  coinage  in  the  Buftalo  nickel  series;  the  tollowing 
year,  1938  witnessed  the  advent  of  thejefferson  nickel  design  type 
along  with  Proofs  of  the  type. 

PCGS  #003996 


Gem  Satin  Proof  1936  Buffalo  50 
Rich  Rainbow  Highlights 


Gem  Brilliant  Proof  1936  Buffalo  50 


161  1935-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem.  Medium  silver  gray  surfaces 

display  pale  sky  blue  on  the  obverse  and  taint  rose  on  the  reverse. 
Highly  lustrous  and  boldly  struck. 

PCGS  Population:  24;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #003976 


Gem  Satin  Proof  1936  Buffalo  50 

Exceptional  Beauty  and  Quality 


(2x  photo) 

1936  Satin.  Proof-68  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  Proof  from  the  first 
year  of  such  coinage  in  the  denomination  since  1916.  The  impec- 
cable satiny  surfaces  glow  with  a wealth  of  fiery  champagne,  faint 
lilac,  and  frosty  federal  blue.  Sharply  struck  and,  indeed,  everything 
you  would  want — and  perhaps  more — in  a Proof  of  the  date. 
NGC  Census:  18;  1 finer  (Proot-68^). 

PCGS  #003994 


(2x  photo) 

1936  Satin  Proof-67  (PCGS)  . A satiny  gem  Proof  of  the  date,  here 
with  glowing  lustre  that  supports  a pale  pastel  rainbow  of  exciting, 
exotic  hues.  A lovely  gem  match  for  the  gorgeous  Brilliant  Proof 
Buffalo  nickel  offered  elsewhere  in  this  listing. 

PCGS  #003994 


Group  of  NGC-certified  nickels:  ☆ 1936-D  MS-65  ☆ 1936-S 
MS-66^  1937-DMS-66A’  1937-S  MS-65  . A very  attractive  group 
with  each  displaying  iridescent  rainbow  toning.  (Total:  4 pieces) 
From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


(2x  photo) 

1936  Brilliant  Proof-67  (PCGS).  An  outstanding  gem  Proof  The 
fields  are  deeply  concave  and  highly  mirrored,  while  the  motifs  are 
equal  in  appearance.  Faint  champagne  hues  grace  both  sides  of  this 
lovely  gem.  From  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  4,420  pieces,  a 
figure  that  is  generally  conceded  to  be  about  etpally  split  between 
the  Brilliant  and  Satin  Proofs  of  the  date. 

PCGS  Population:  104;  6 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-69  finest). 
PCGS  #003995 
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169  1937  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Bright  silver  gray  with  liighly  concave 

and  reflective  surfaces;  the  obverse  field  in  particular  swoops  upward 
to  the  razor-fine  rim.  Sharp  and  appealing. 

PCGS  #003996 


174  1937-D  3-Legged.  FS-020.2.  AU-58  (NGC).  Pale  golden  gray 

with  strong  lustre  and  essentially  mark-free  surfaces;  a touch  of 
circulation  did  little  to  alter  this  lovely  coin.  An  ever-popular  grade 
and  variety  combination. 

PCGS  #003982 


170  1937  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Deep  reflective  surfaces  exhibit  rich 

champagne  and  pastel  iridescence  on  both  sides.  A real  “looker.” 
PCGS  #003996 


172  1937-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Extraordinarily  lustrous  surfaces  display 

rich  pale  blue  and  orange  toning  highlights.  Nicely  struck,  nearly 
prooflike  in  appearance. 

PCGS  #003981 


176  1938-D/S  Buffalo.  MS-67  (NGC).  Incredibly  robust  lustre 

glows  beneath  even  deep  champagne  toning.  An  outstanding  gem 
example  of  this  popular  variety  from  the  final  year  ot  Buftalo  nickel 
coinage. 

NGC  Census:  25;  5 finer  (MS-68A  finest). 

PCGS  #003985 


167  1937  Proof-67  (PCGS).  Incredibly  brilliant  and  deeply  mirrored 

surfaces  support  boldly  struck  design  motifs.  Essentially  flawless. 
PCGS  #003996 


171  1937-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  A sparkling  gem.  The  highly  lustrous 

surfaces  display  a wealth  of  varied  gold,  peach,  and  orange  ton- 
ing highlights  toward  the  rim.  Not  fully  struck,  hut  strong  detail 
nonetheless. 

PCGS  #003981 


175  1937-D  3-Legged.  EF-40  (PCGS).  A modestly  circulated  ex- 

ample, with  deep  golden  olive  toning  on  both  sides.  The  strike  is 
somewhat  typical  for  the  date,  light  in  places,  here  smoothed  out  by 
modest  circulation.  A few  flint  marks  noted,  but  otherwise  quite 
choice  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #003982 


168  1937  Proof-67  (NGC).  Highly  reflective  surfaces  are  alive  with 

varied  peach,  gold,  fiery  crimson,  and  pale  blue  toning  high- 
lights. 

PCGS  #003996 


173  1937-D  3-Legged.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A satiny,  matte-like  speci- 

men with  broadly  sweeping  underlying  lustre  that  supports  varied, 
rich  golden  hues  on  both  sides.  Typical  striking  weakness  seen  at 
the  bison’s  shoulder  on  reverse,  and  the  tell-tale  diagnostics  arc 
present  as  well.  Easily  among  the  most  popular  of  all  U.S.  “error” 
coins,  a variety  that  plays  to  a wide  audience  of  collectors,  not  just 
Buffalo  nickel  specialists. 

PCGS  #003982 


Mint  State  1937 
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177  Complete  date  run  ofjefll'erson  nickels,  1938  through  1953- 
PDS,  each  grading  MS-67  (NGC).  A lustrous  and  attractive 
group  ot  certified  top-notch  quality.  Some  arc  brilliant  while  many 
others  display  gorgeous  toning,  some  as  vividly  toned  as  any  Jef- 
ferson nickels  we  can  recall.  This  set  spells  O-P-P-O-R-T-U-N- 
I-T-Y  to  us,  especially  it  delightfully  toned  gem  mid-20th  century 
coinage  is  your  cup  o’  tea.  (Total:  48  pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

178  Nearly  complete  Jefferson  nickel  set,  1938  through  1964-D, 
with  extra  1943-D.  Housed  in  a black  plastic  display  holder.  All 
are  vividly  toned  to  one  degree  or  another.  The  1947  and  1963 
dates  are  not  included;  there  are  two  each  of  1947-D  and  1963-D. 
(Total:  72  pieces) 

From  the  Bill  Fivaz  Collection. 

179  Selection  ofNGC-certifiedJefferson  nickels:  ☆ 1940-S  MS-67. 
Lustrous  with  delicate  rose  and  sky  blue  toning  over  both  surfaces 

☆ 1943-P  MS-67.  Lustrous  with  faint  mottled  golden  gray  toning 
with  minute  spots  noted  ☆ 1944-P  MS-67.  Lustrous  with  frosty 
gray  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1945-S  MS-67.  Lustrous  golden 
gray  ☆ 1949  MS-66.  Frosty  gray  over  lustrous  rose  surfaces  ☆ 1954 
MS-65.  Splashes  of  rose  and  delicate  sky  blue  on  both  surfaces  i? 
1954-S  MS-67.  Bright  lustrous  rose-gold  surfaces  ☆ 1955  MS-66. 
Lustrous  golden  surfaces  with  splashes  of  sky  blue  ☆ 1955-D/S 
MS-65.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1956  MS-66.  Lustrous  delicate 
rose-gray  ☆ 1956-D  MS-67.  Satiny  rose  and  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1957 
MS-65.  Mixture  of  rose,  gray,  and  sky  blue  with  minute  spotting 
noted  ☆ 1958-D  MS-66.  Lustrous  rose  ☆ 1959  MS-66.  Lustrous 
with  traces  of  delicate  golden  toning  ☆ 1959-D  MS-66.  Lustrous 

☆ 1961  MS-66.  Lustrous  wdth  faint  champagne  highlights.  (Total: 
16  pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

180  Group  of  certified  Jefferson  nickels:  ☆ 1943-S  (2).  MS-66 
(PCGS).  Lustrous  rose  and  gold  toning  on  the  obverse,  reverse  is 
mostly  golden  toning  with  splashes  of  bright  blue,  magenta,  rose, 
blue-green;  MS-65  (PCGS).  Olive-gold  with  splashes  of  rainbow 
iridescence  on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  delicate  mottled  rose-gray 
and  gold  over  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 1944-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Mixture 
of  yellow,  gold,  yellow-green,  rose,  and  lilac-gray  over  both  sur- 
faces ☆ 1945-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Magenta  and  neon  green  on  the 
obverse,  reverse  with  pale  mottled  gold,  rose,  and  gray  ☆ 1946-D 
MS-67  (NGC).  Delicate  rose  and  sky  blue  toning4f  1947-D  MS-66 
(NGC).  Gold,  rose,  gray,  and  sea  green  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1948-D 
MS-66  (NGC).  Rainbow  iridescence  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1949-D 
MS-66  (NGC).  Iridescent  rainbow  toning  on  the  obverse,  reverse 
is  a delicate  iridescent  pearl  gray  ☆ 1950-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deli- 
cate rose,  gold,  and  sea  green  iridescence  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1954 
MS-64  (NGC).  The  obverse  is  a delicate  lilac-gray  with  splashes  of 
bright  gold,  the  reverse  with  frosty  rose-gray  center  with  iridescent 
blue  and  gold  at  the  rim  ☆ 1957-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Steel  bluish 
gray  with  rose  and  golden  highlight  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse 
with  golden  gray  center  and  steel  blue  at  the  periphery  ☆ 1958-D 
MS-66  (NGC).  Delicate  iridescent  pearl  gray  with  golden  toning 
at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1974-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Mixture  of  sky  blue, 
golden,  and  rose  toning  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1975-D  MS-67  (NGC). 
Iridescent  rainbow  toning  on  both  surfaces.  (Total;  14  pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


181  1945-P  MS-67  (NGC).  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  FS-030,  but  not 

noted  on  holder.  An  incredibly  toned  gem  War  nickel,  a lustrous 
specimen  with  rich  carmine,  gold,  peach,  violet,  and  other  fiery 
hues  deeply  ensconced  on  both  sides.  Doubling  plainest  on  letters 
and  devices  in  the  viewer’s  right  hemisphere  of  the  reverse;  for 
instance,  MONTI  is  not  doubled,  while  CELLO  is,  and  below  that, 
FIVE  is  not  doubled,  while  CENTS  is.  An  exemplary  example  of 
the  date  and  variety,  a Jefferson  nickel  that  will  see  strong  bidding 
support. 

Regarding  the  NGC  Census  Report,  the  present  specimen  is  not  listed 
under  the  variety.  If  it  were  listed  in  the  FS-(  )3(.)  category,  it  would  be  the  sole 
MS-67  example  of  the  variety  certified  with  no  better  example  hsted. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #004173 


Half  Dimes 

All  half  dime  photos  are  2x. 


182  1795  Logan  McCloskey-8,  Valentine-5.  Rarity-3.  VF-30 

(PCGS).  Very  attractive  medium  gray  with  light  undertones  in 
the  fields  and  lighter  silver  gray  on  the  high  points.  An  ideal  look 
for  an  18th-century  silver  coin,  with  even  toning  and  only  inof- 
fensive circulation  wear.  A single  thin  scratch  is  visible  across  the 
top  of  Liberty’s  hair,  another  diagonal  one  on  either  side  ol  the 
eagle’s  neck,  only  the  most  minor  hairlines.  A good  looking  type 
coin  with  plenty  of  detail  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  #004251 
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183  1800  LM-1,  V-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  silver  gray 
surtaces  show  just  a hint  of  peripheral  toning  and  thorough  satiny 
lustre.  Very  well  struck  for  the  issue,  far  better  than  most  seen,  with 
just  a hint  of  softness  on  the  eagle’s  breast  but  good  detail  in  the 
drapery,  shield,  and  other  areas  of  typical  weakness.  Scattered  tiny 
marks  account  for  the  grade  as  assigned,  some  minor  hairlines,  a 
short  horizontal  scrape  between  STATES  and  OF  is  noted  for  ac- 
curacy. A charming  little  half  dime,  a coin  whose  unusual  abundance 
of  detail  recommends  it  for  a type  collection. 

PCGS  #()()4264 

184  Trio  of  PCGS-certified  half  dimes:  ☆ 1829  AU-58.  Lustrous 
brilliant  centers  with  lilac-gray,  blue-green,  and  rose  at  the  periph- 
eries ☆ 1853-0  Arrows.  AU-55.  Silver  gray  with  bluish  green  and 
golden  toning  at  the  obverse  periphery,  the  reverse  is  a dehcate 
silver  gray  with  splashes  of  deeper  gray  at  the  periphery  ☆ 1872-S 
Mintmark  Above  Bow.  AU-55.  Bluish  gray  with  splashes  of  sunset 
orange.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


185 


1830  LM-13,  V-2.  Rarity-3.  MS-66  (NGC).  Deep  pewter  gray 
surfaces  exhibit  golden  highlights  and  attractive  deep  blue  under- 
tones, while  sedate  cartwheel  lustre  rolls  around  frosty  surfaces. 
Crisply  struck  on  both  sides,  no  major  marks,  a technical  gem  with 
excellent  visual  appeal.  A thin  die  crack  enters  Liberty’s  forehead 
and  leaves  her  crown  below  star  8.  A bold  high-grade  type  coin 
that  would  ideally  represent  the  design. 

NGC  Census:  25;  4 finer  (all  MS-67). 

PCGS  #004277 


186  1832  LM-5,  V-8.  Rarity-1.  MS-67  (NGC).  A remarkably  toned 

little  gem.  Reflective  and  highly  lustrous  surfaces  boast  a rich  medley 
of  rose,  violet,  and  pale  blue  on  the  obverse  with  even  and  attractive 
golden  toning  on  the  reverse.  Sharply  struck  and  very  attractive,  as 
technically  sound  as  the  grade  suggests  with  only  the  most  minor 
marks  visible.  What  appears  to  be  a speck  under  UM  of  UNUM 
is  a natural  planchet  chip.  A lovely  example  with  simply  gorgeous 
color,  a piece  that  deserves  strong  competition. 

NGC  Census  (all  varieties):  11;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #004279 


187  1833  LM-9,  V-6.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bold  cartwheel  lustre 

covers  frosty  deep  gray  surfaces,  nicely  toned  and  showing  highlights 
of  silvery  gray  with  mottled  gold  and  pale  blue.  Good  strike  quality, 
no  major  marks,  just  a few  obverse  spots  of  little  impact.  Housed 
in  old  NGC  holder  and  of  similar  quality  to  many  certified  gems 
we’ve  seen. 

PCGS  #004280 


188  1834  LM-5,  V-3.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (NGC).  Excellent  cartwheel 

lustre  rolls  around  beautifully  toned  surfaces,  where  brilliant  silver 
gray  centers  are  framed  by  deep  blue-green  and  violet  tones.  The 
strike  is  excellent  and  the  frosty  fields  show  very  few  flaws.  An  in- 
teresting die  crack  runs  from  Liberty’s  nose  to  her  drapery.  Housed 
in  an  old  NGC  holder  and  certainly  highly  attractive  for  the  grade 
level. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #004281 
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As  The  Certified  Coin  Dealer  Newsletter  has  said  many  times,  price 
listings  are  typically  for  the  lowest  common  denominator — average 
examples  within  a given  date  and  grade.  People  posting  bid  prices 
are  supposed  to  take  anything  thrown  their  way,  and  that  is  why 
listings  can  be  conservative.  When  a truly  outstanding  example 
comes  such  as  this — certainly  one  of  the  nicest  MS-65  half  dimes 
in  existence — list  prices  must  be  ignored  in  order  to  capture  it. 

PCGS  #004311 


192  1837  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  MS-64  (NGC) . Frosty  and  lustrous 

pale  champagne  surfaces.  Nicely  strtick. 

Obverse  rim  cud  from  3:00  to  5:00. 

PCGS  #004312 


189  1836  LM-6,  V-3.  Rarity-3.  MS-66  (NGC).  Bold  toning  in  shades 

of  rich  blue  and  more  subtle  violet  covers  most  of  the  obverse  and 
reverse.  Thorough  satiny  lustre  swirls  around  both  sides.  Good 
strike,  e.xcellent  eye  appeal,  as  technically  fine  as  one  would  expect 
at  this  grade  level.  NGC  has  graded  just  over  a dozen  specimens  of 
this  date  at  the  MS-66  level  and  just  two  finer,  one  each  in  MS-67 
and  MS-68.  Toned  coin  specialists  will  enjoy  this  piece’s  lively 
colors. 

PCGS  #004287 

Gem  1837  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dime 

Small  Date 


190  1837  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lustrous  example, 

incorrectly  labeled  “large  date”  on  the  holder,  of  the  first  Liberty 
Seated  dime — the  beautiflil  motifwith  starless  obverse.  The  present 
die,  of  the  Small  Date  variety,  is  familiar  as  there  is  extra  material 
in  the  field  in  front  of  Miss  Liberty’s  left  leg  and  also  by  her  left 
arm.  Both  surfaces  are  lustrous  silver.  A couple  gray  toning  areas 
are  seen  on  the  obverse.  The  strike  is  superb. 

PCGS  #004311 

1837  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dime 

Small  Date 


191  1837  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A splendid  ex- 

ample, indeed  one  of  the  finest  seen — a coin  that  can  hold  its  own 
with  some  pieces  certified  a grade  or  two  higher — it  is  that  nice. 
I )ecp,  rich  silver  lustre  is  seen  on  both  sides  overlaid  with  a whisper 
of  golden  toning.  In  our  opinion  this  is  worth  significantly  more 
than  an  ordinary  “MS-65  price.” 


193  1837  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  gray 

with  strong  underlying  lustre  and  rich  rust  highlights.  Variety  with 
heavy  die  cuds  at  Liberty’s  pole  arm  and  along  her  shin. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #004312 


194  1837  No  Stars,  Small  Date.  MS-63  (NGC).  Stunning  bull’s  eye 

toning  begins  at  the  obverse  center  with  rich  lilac  iridescence  that 
is  in  turn  encircled  by  vivid  halos  of  electric  blue,  pale  gold,  and 
rich  lilac;  the  same  can  be  said  for  the  reverse.  Sharply  struck.  An 
ever-popular  type  coin,  and  a good  value  at  MS-63,  as  here. 

Reverse  die  mis-aligned,  top  of  wreath  points  to  2:00  on  reverse  rather 
tlian  the  normally  seen  12:00. 

PCGS  #004311 
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1837  No  Stars,  Large  Date.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant 
with  pale  champagne  highlights  and  deepening  gold  at  the  rims. 

Obverse  die  crack  from  denticles  at  8:00,  across  the  rock  and  shield,  then 
jutting  upward  across  Liberty's  lap,  then  upward  along  liberty  pole  and  out 
the  top  of  the  cap  to  the  denticles  above.  A smaller  die  crack  e.vtends  from 
the  rim  just  above  3:00  partially  into  the  field. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

FCGS  #004311 


196  1838-0  No  Stars.  EF-45.  Small  scratches  well  hidden  by  deep 

golden  toning. 

From  the  Frog  Rmi  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #0043U 


197  1838  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  a bold  strike  and 
perhaps  a nuance  of  faint  champagne  tempering  the  silver  bril- 
liance. 

Many  raised  die  polish  lines  run  at  random  angles  through  the  reverse 
design  elements. 

PCGS  #004317 

198  Selection  ofhalf dimes  graded  AU-58:  ☆ 1838  ☆ 1856  ☆ 1868- 
S ☆ 1873-S.  A lustrous  quartette  of  delicately  toned  half  dimes. 
(Total:  4 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

199  Selection  of  half  dimes,  all  lightly  cleaned:  ☆ 1838  AU-55. 
Heavily  rusted  obverse  die,  Liberty’s  pole  arm  distorted  ☆ 1839-0 
AU-58.  Heavily  clashed  dies  ☆ 1849/8  AU-58.  All  nice  enough  to 
warrant  careful  inspection.  (Total;  3 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 


200  1839  No  Drapery.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A sharp  and  appealing  ex- 
ample of  the  date.  Satiny  surfaces  display  a warm  golden  gray  glow, 
while  tiny  splashes  here  and  there  of  lively  orange  and  pale  sky  blue 
enliven  the  overall  appeal. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #004319 

201  1840  No  Drapery.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with 
warm  champagne  overtones.  Undeniably  nice  for  the  assigned 
grade. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #004321 

202  Quintette  ofhalf  dimes:  ☆ 1840-0  No  Drapery.  AU-55.  Date 
numerals  touch  rock  above  ☆ 1848-0  AU-55  ☆ 1854  Arrows. 
AU-55  ☆ 1858-0  AU-53  ☆ 1861  AU-55.  All  display  varying 
degrees  of  toning.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

203  Selection  ofhalf  dimes:  ☆ 1840-0  No  Drapery.  EF-45.  Hidden 
obverse  scratch  ☆ 1861  EF-45  ☆ 1867-S  AU-50  ☆ 1868  EF-45  ☆ 
1871-S  AU-50.  All  with  toning  highlights.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

204  Group  of  half  dimes:  ☆ 1840  Drapery.  Net  AU-50;  sharpness 
of  MS-60,  harshly  cleaned  ☆ 1850-0  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of 
AU-58,  light  scratches;  1851  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55, 
cleaned  ☆ 1851-0  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  MS-60,  cleaned  ☆ 
1859  AU-58,  lightly  cleaned  obverse  ☆ 1869-S  AU-50,  cleaned. 
(Total:  6 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

205  1840-0  Drapery.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Medium  silver  gray  with  some 
captured  underlying  lustre  on  both  sides.  Careful  scrutiny  reveals  a 
taint  mix  of  planchet  roughness  caused  by  rusted  dies.  A date  that 
is  called  Rarity-6  in  EF  to  AU  in  the  Blythe  reference. 

Valentine-7.  A newly  discovered  variety  at  the  time  the  Blythe  reference 
on  half  dimes  was  first  published  (1992),  described  as:  “The  V-7  obverse  die 
states  range  from  no  die  cracks  to  a late  state  where  a crack  extends  through 
Liberty  and  runs  out  near  the  hand  and  staff  The  new  V-7  combines  the 
obverse  of  the  V-5  with  a different  Large  Letters  Reverse.  Die  cracks  on  the 
new  reverse  run  from  the  rim  through  the  left  edge  ot  the  U in  UNITED 
to  a leaf,  and  from  the  denticles  through  1 in  AMERICA  to  a cud.”  These 
salient  features  all  described  by  Blythe  describe  the  present  half  dime  to 
the  proverbial  “T.” 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #004327 

206  1841  MS-64  (NGC).  Somewhat  reflective  surface.s  display  strong 
lustre  and  deep  gunmetal-blue  toning  highlights. 

Viewer’s  left  side  of  upper  loop  of8  repunched. 

PCGS  #004328 
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207  Foursome  ofMint  State  half  dimes:  ☆ 1841  MS-62.  Warm  gold, 
rose,  and  peach  toning  highlights  ☆ 1843  MS-62.  Lustrous  with 
a touch  of  gold  ☆ 1845  MS-6(),  reverse  lacquer.  High  5 in  date  ☆ 
1847  MS-61.  Pale  golden  toning.  A choice  group  for  the  assigned 
grades.  (Total;  4 pieces) 

From  the  Fnm  Run  Farm  Collection. 

208  Pair  of  PCGS-certified  half  dimes:  ☆ 1841-0  AU-58.  PJch 
iridescent  toning  ☆ 1852-0  AU-58.  Warm  medium  gray.  Both 
are  sharp  and  lustrous.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

From  the  Froj^  Run  Farm  Collection. 

209  1842  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium  gold  with  some  deeper 
toning  highlights.  A sharp  and  pleasing  1842  half  dime,  a coin  that 
suggests  a finer  grade  to  the  unaided  eye. 

From  the  Froj^  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #004330 

210  1842-0  MS-60.  Medium  silver  gray  with  slate  highlights  in  the 
fields. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #004331 


211 


212 


213 


1844  MS-66  (NGC).  Incredibly  deep  bull’s  eye  toning  with  deep 
lilac  centers  that  drift  outward  to  rich  electric  blue,  peach,  and 
crimson.  Sharply  struck  and  devoid  of  surface  disturbances. 

NGC  Census:  11;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #004333 

Selection  of  AU-58  half  dimes:  ☆ 1844.  Pdch  gold  and  blue  toning 
highlights  ☆ 1849.  Splashes  of  vibrant  peach  iridescence  ☆ 1857. 
Faint  champagne  toning  ☆ 1872-S  Mintmark  above  Bow.  A hint 
ot  faint  champagne.  Four  lustrous  pieces.  (Total;  4 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 


1844-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  Smoky  golden  gray  with  deeper  toning 
highlights.  A problem-free  example  of  a date  that  is  considerably 
scarcer  than  its  mintage  of  220, 000  pieces  suggests.  Undoubtedly, 
much  of  this  mintage  saw  utilitarian  service  in  the  channels  of 
commerce  in  and  around  New  Orleans,  thus  accounting  for  its 
scarcity  in  high  grades  today. 

PCGS  Population:  I;  12  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #004334 
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214  1846  Net  EF-40,  sharpness  of  AU-55,  cleaned  long  ago,  artificial 
toning  now  enhances  the  surfaces.  Still,  a key  date  that  saw  a mintage 
ofjust  27,000  pieces,  the  lowest  mintage  figure  in  the  design  type 
until  the  Civil  War  issue  of  1863.  Indeed,  just  four  other  dates  in 
the  design  type  have  lower  mintages  than  that  of  the  1846. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #004336 

215  Half  dozen  half  dimes:  ☆ 1848  Medium  Date.  Net  EF-45; 
sharpness  of  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1849/6  AU-58,  cleaned  and  reverse 
lamination  ☆ 1850  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-58,  cleaned  ☆ 
1857-0  AU-55,  artificial  toning  ☆ 1858/Inverted  Date.  AU-50, 
cleaned  ☆ 1858  High  Repunched  Date.  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of 
EF-45,  cleaned.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 


1849/8  AU-58  (PCGS).  FS-HlOy-001.5.  Sparkling  underlying 
lustre  on  golden  gray  surfaces.  Some  faint  marks  become  apparent 
under  low  magnification,  otherwise  a sharp  and  appeahng  specimen 
in  all  regards. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #004343 


217  1849-0  Net  AU-50,  sharpness  of  AU-55,  lightly  cleaned.  Still 
reasonably  attractive  and  worthy  of  more  than  a passing  glance. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #004344 

218  Half  dime  threesome,  each  certified  by  EGGS;  ☆ 1852  MS-62 
☆ 1872-S  Mintmark  Below  Bow  (2).  MS-62,  AU-58.  (Total;  3 
pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 
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219  1853  No  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  half  dime  with  robust 

lustre  and  lively  gold  and  rose  toning  highlights.  Sharply  struck  and 
a true  beauty  to  behold.  From  a modest  mintage  of  153,0(10  pieces, 
many  of  which  were  probably  melted  later  in  the  year  at  the  time 
of  the  weight  change. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  7 finer  (MS-68  finest). 

PCGS  #004351 


220  1853  No  Arrows.  AU-58.  Highly  lustrous  with  rich  golden 

highlights. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #004351 


221  1853-0  No  Arrows.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A wealth  of  underlying 

lustre  explodes  on  the  medium  slate  gray  surfaces  of  this  attractive 
rarity.  Fairly  sharp  in  most  places,  though  the  bottoms  of  the  date 
numerals  are  soft,  a noted  diagnostic  for  this  popular  rarity. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  7 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #004352 


222  Uncirculated  pair  of  PCGS-certified  half  dimes:  ☆ 1853-0 
Arrows.  MS-62.  Satiny  and  lustrous  with  rich  golden  tones  ☆ 1860 
MS-64.  Heavily  lustrous  with  faint  rose  toning,  sharply  struck  as 
well.  A nice  pair.  (Total;  2 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 
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223  Quintette  of  half  dimes  with  minor  problems:  ☆ 1853-0 
Arrows.  AU-58,  lightly  cleaned  ☆ 1854-0  Arrows.  MS-61 , lightly 
cleaned.  Rusted  obverse  die  ☆ 1856-0  AU-55,  lightly  cleaned  ☆ 
1859-0  AU-55,  cleaned  ☆ 1865-S  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU- 
58,  obverse  digs.  Broadly  repunched  18  in  date.  (Total:  5 pieces) 
From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 


224  1854  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  richly  lustrous 
and  well  struck.  Delicate  toning.  Some  clash  marks  on  both  sides 
lend  interest.  Although  the  1853  to  1855  half  dime  with  arrows  is 
quite  plentiful  in  Mint  State,  those  with  good  eye  appeal  constitute 
only  a fraction  of  the  population.  Here  is  such  a coin. 

PCGS  Population:  34;  8 finer  (aU  MS-66). 

PCGS  #004358 

225  Quartette  of  Mint  State  half  dimes:  ☆ 1855  Arrows.  MS-61 
☆ 1862  MS-61  ☆ 1871  MS-61  ☆ 1872  MS-60.  Four  lustrous  half 
dimes,  each  with  modest  toning  highlights.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 


226  1855-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous,  choice  Mint  State 

with  pale  golden  highlights  on  both  sides.  Struck  from  a heavily 
rusted  obverse  die,  with  textured  surfaces  that  become  apparent 
when  viewed  under  low  magniheation. 

A series  of  tiny  obverse  die  cracks  unite  the  stars  and  other  design 
elements. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #004361 


227 


1858  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Reflective  fields  and  lightly  textured 
devices  display  attractive  alternating  splashes  of  rich  violet  and  bright 
electric  blue.  An  always-popular  Proof  issue  with  an  estimated 
mintage  of  about  30(1  or  so  pieces. 

PCGS  #004437 


.S3 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


^ - ■ ■ 

228  Mint  State  halt'dune  trio:  ☆ 1858  MS-61  ☆ 1869  MS-61  ☆ 1873 
MS-61).  Pale  golden  tones  on  each.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

Frotti  the  Fn\^  Run  Farm  Collection. 


229  1859  MS-66  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  largely  brilliant  with 
wisps  of  engaging  rust,  smoky  gold,  and  faint  sky  blue  on  both  sides. 
Anthony  Paquet’s  design  with  taller,  thinner  Liberty,  hollow  centers 
at  the  stars,  and  other  minor  differences  that  set  it  apart  from  the 
design  type  used  prior  to,  as  well  as  after  1859. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  10  finer  (MS-68  finest). 

PCGS  #004371 

230  Quartette  of  half  dimes:  ☆ 1860-0  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of 
AU-55,  cleaned  and  scratched  ☆ 1866  AU-58,  cleaned  ☆ 1866-S 
AU-55,  lightly  cleaned  ☆ 1870  AU-55,  cleaned.  All  with  varied 
toning  highlights.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 


234  1864-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  A frosty,  lustrous  faint  champagne  ex- 

ample of  a moderately  elusive  issue;  only  90,000  1864-S  half  dimes 
were  struck. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #004385 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1865  Half  Dime 


231  Pair  of  Proof-50  half  dimes:  ☆ 1863.  Repunchcd  1 in  date  ☆ 1864. 

Lightly  circulated  but  not  heavily  marked.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

Frotn  the  Froa  Run  Farm  Collection. 


232  1863-S  MS-60  (PCGS).  Satiny,  lustrous  pearlescent  gray  with 

wisps  ot  champagne  here  and  there.  A nice  coin  for  the  grade  despite 
a few'  flint,  scattered  marks. 

From  the  Frog  Rnn  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #004383 


233  1864  Proof-66  (NGC).  A lovely  Proof  with  the  obverse  toned 

lilac,  magenta  and  steel  blue  in  a delicate  mixture,  while  the  reverse 
is  mostly  brilliant.  Sharply  struck.  A pleasing  example  of  this  key 
low-mintage  half  dime  date. 

NGC  Census:  9;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  finest). 

PCXES  #004447 

. 


235  1865  Proof-66  CAM  (PCGS).  A sparkling  cameo  gem  Proof 

of  the  date,  one  ofjust  500  Proofs  struck.  The  present  beauty  has 
heavily  frosted  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored  fields,  all  richly  toned 
in  concentric  halos  of  deep  violet  and  bright  electric  blue,  old-time 
“album”  toning. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67 
CAM). 

PCGS  #084448 


236  1865  MS-64  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  hues  adorn  the  frosty  motifs  and 

reflective  fields  of  this  prooflike  half  dime.  Just  13.000  examples  of 
the  date  were  struck,  though  owing  to  hoarding  during  the  Civil 
War,  many  nice  examples  of  this  date,  including  the  specimen 
offered  here,  become  available  occasionally  to  today’s  collecting 
community. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

I>CGS  #004386 


54 


American  Numismaeic  Rarmu  s 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


Dimes 


Pleasing  AU  1796  Dime 


237  1867  AU-58,  prooflike.  Frosty  motifs  and  mirrored  fields  display 

a hint  of  faint  champagne  toning. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #004390 


238  1870  Proof-66  (NGC).  Sparkling  mirror  fields  and  frosted  motifs 

beautifully  toned  in  iridescent  rose,  vermilion,  and  electric  blue. 
A gorgeous  gem  that  holds  up  well  to  careful  scrutiny.  Interested 
collectors  will  look  long  and  hard  for  a finer  Proof  of  this  date. 
NGC  Census:  20;  6 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  finest). 
PCGS  #004453 


241  1796  John  Reich-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-50  (PCGS).  Good  lustre 

persists  on  both  sides,  with  light  silver  gray  surfaces  showing  some 
golden  overtones  and  a hint  of  pale  green  around  the  peripheries. 
Good  detail  for  the  assigned  grade  with  just  a little  soft  spot  on  the 
eagle’s  breast  and  leg,  sharper  than  other  pieces  we’ve  seen  in  finer 
AU  holders.  Some  light  hairlines  are  present,  thin  scratch  under  79 
of  the  date,  very  light  granularity  at  central  obverse.  A very  attrac- 
tive example  of  this  first  dime  issue,  pleasing  at  arm’s  length  and 
enjoyable  to  study  under  magnification.  The  usual  cud  at  star  1 is 
seen,  along  with  some  die  clashes  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse 
shows  some  delicate  cracks  near  center  and  traces  of  die  clashing. 
A nice  example  for  any  collection. 

PCGS  #004461 

Elusive  Mint  State  1797  Dime 

16  Star  Obverse 


239  1870  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Mirrored  fields,  frosted  motifs,  and  un- 

yielding eye  appeal  are  the  order  of  the  day  for  this  glorious  Proof 
Rich  expansive  vibrant  lilac  and  electric  blue  glows  warmly  on  both 
sides.  A lively  little  gem  in  a first-generation  PCGS  holder. 

PCGS  #0()4453 


240  1872  Proof-66  CAMEO  (NGC).  An  attractive  gem  cameo  Proof 

from  the  waning  years  of  the  denomination.  An  aesthetically  appeal- 
ing specimen  with  frosty  motifs,  mirror  fields,  and  a faint  nuance 
of  pale  champagne  toning.  Choice  in  all  regards. 

NGC  Census:  10;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  CAM- 
EO). 

PCGS  #084455 


242  1797  JR-1.  Rarity-4.  16  Stars.  MS-62  (PCGS).  An  important 

high-grade  specimen  of  this  scarce  date  ,and  variety.  Light  silver  gray 
surfaces  show  lots  of  frosty  lustre,  very  faint  blue-gray  toning  in  the 
fields,  and  brighter  golden  highlights  around  reverse  legends.  The 
reverse  is  lightly  reflective,  and  the  obverse  shows  good  carUvheel. 
The  strike  is  typical  for  the  issue,  with  some  stars  lacking  centers 
and  minor  softness  at  central  obverse,  though  the  eagle’s  head  is 
exceptionally  defined — bold  eye,  tongue,  beak,  and  even  most 
feathers.  A tiny  spot  behind  Liberty’s  bow,  a few  thin  scratches 
below  U of  UNITED,  and  some  scattered  hairlines  are  all  that  can 
be  noted  as  problems,  none  of  which  attract  the  eye  without  look- 
ing for  them.  We  like  this  dime  immensely,  and  those  collectors 
seeking  a high-grade  example  of  this  variety  should  as  well.  PCGS 
has  only  ever  certified  one  1797  16  Stars  dime  at  a higher  grade. 

PCGS  Population  (16  Stars);  3;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

PCGS  #004462 


55 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


Important  1797  16  Stars  Dime 

Ex.  Hawn,  Lovejoy 
JR  Plate  Coin 


{2x  photo) 


243  1797  JR-1.  Rarity-4.  16  Stars.  AU-53  (PCGS).  A magnificent 

and  historic  specimen  of  this  elusive  variety,  one  that  has  graced 
several  name  sales  and  major  collections  before  the  current  offer- 
ing. In  1966,  this  piece  appeared  in  a Lester  Merkin  sale,  where  it 
was  described  (almost  certainly  by  Walter  Breen)  as  follows:  “Un- 
circulated or  a thin  hair’s  breadth  away,  with  a proof-like  surface. 
Not  so  well  struck  up  in  centers  but  this  date  never  is.  Interesting 
mottled  tarnish  here  and  there.  Free  of  all  but  the  most  trivially 
minute  indications  of  contact  with  other  coins.  To  the  best  of  our 
knowledge,  one  of  two  finest  known  of  this  type,  very  slightly 
exceeded  by  the  Parmalee  [sic]  coin  (1890),  and  distinctly  nosing 
out  the  T.J.  Clarke,  D.S.  Wilson,  Holmes,  New  Netherlands  57th 
Sale,  WGC  and  Dupont  coins,  in  the  roster  of  top  grade  16  stars 
coins.  A truly  fabulous  piece.” 

We  will  add  that  it  is  indeed  somewhat  reflective,  with  golden 
gray  surfaces  that  show  some  hints  of  blue.  A few  little  planchet 
streaks  are  visible  across  the  obverse,  as  struck  and  of  no  impact  to 
the  excellent  eye  appeal.  A lintmark  is  noted  right  of  the  date,  only 
minor  signs  of  handling,  what  appears  to  be  a single  thin  line  from 
second  T of  STATES  to  the  wing  on  the  viewer’s  right  is  actually 
the  lone  vestige  of  an  adjustment  mark.  This  piece  is  clearly  of 
impeccable  quality  for  this  variety,  finer  than  all  but  a handful  of 
those  that  exist.  Reed  Hawn  and  Lovejoy  are  both  names  known 
for  their  connoisseurship,  and  we  hope  this  recommends  to  pro- 
spective bidders  just  how  pleasing  this  coin  is.  The  fact  that  it  also 
served  as  the  plate  coin  in  the  standard  reference  work  is  also  a 
hallmark  of  its  quality. 

PCGS  Population  (16  Stars):  2;  11  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

From  Lester  Merkin 's  sale  of  April  1966;  Lot  88;  Stack’s  1971  ANA 
sale,  August  1971,  Lot  632;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Reed  Hawn  Collection, 
August  1973,  Lot  683;  Stack’s  sale  of  the  Allen  F.  Lovejoy  Collection, 
October  1990,  Lot  8.  The  original  lot  tickets  from  each  of  these  famous 
auctions  are  included  in  this  lot. 

PCGS  #004462 


Scarce  1797  13  Stars  Dime 

AU-55  (PCGS) 


244  1797  JR-2.  Rarity-4.  13  Stars.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A sharp  and 

lustrous  example  of  this  highly  elusive  issue.  Pleasing  deep  gray 
surfaces  show  old  and  attractive  toning  of  deep  blue  and  gold.  The 
reverse  is  especially  satiny,  the  obverse  less  so  but  still  more  lustrous 
than  one  might  e.xpect  for  an  early  dime  of  this  grade.  The  sharpness 
is  excellent  despite  some  softness  of  strike  on  the  eagle’s  head.  A 
glass  reveals  some  very  light  scratches,  including  one  on  Liberty’s 
chin  and  a few  near  the  final  S of  STATES.  A long  thin  scratch  is 
present  from  tip  of  hair  below  T of  LIBERTY  to  point  of  star  11, 
light  abrasion  on  chin,  only  light  contact  marks.  The  overall  visual 
appeal  is  very  nice,  and  a prospective  bidder  should  not  lose  sight 
of  the  forest  for  the  trees — this  piece  boasts  excellent  eye  appeal 
and  is  among  the  very  finest  survivors  of  the  13  Stars  issue. 

Just  two  varieties  of  the  1797  dime  exist.  Among  those  struck 
from  this  obverse  die  showing  13  stars  around  the  periphery,  PCGS 
has  certified  only  two  examples  at  Mint  State,  one  of  which  is  just 
over  the  line  at  MS-61 . This  piece  is  finer  than  the  1797  13  Stars 
many  advanced  dime  collectors  have  included  in  their  own  sets. 
The  Lovejoy  piece,  graded  MS-64  by  NGC  at  the  time  and  most 
likely  also  the  MS-64  on  the  PCGS  Population  Report,  was  of  such 
extraordinary  quality  that  it  brought  $26,000  in  1990! 

PCGS  Population  (13  Stars):  2;  2 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

PCGS  #004463 


(2.\  photo) 

245  1798/97  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  16  Stars.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Appealing 

and  fairly  even  deep  gray  with  hints  of  dark  gold.  Scattered  tiny 
circulation  marks,  none  especially  serious,  good  natural  visual 
appeal.  Well  detailed  with  just  the  oft-seen  softness  in  the  central 
shield.  The  overdate,  characterized  by  a tiny  8 over  a larger  7,  is 
easy  to  see.  A very  pleasing  example  of  this  interesting  and  popular 
variety. 

PCGS  #004468 
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Magnificent  1803  Dime 

Extremely  Rare  in  Mint  State 


{2x  photo) 


246  1803  JR-3.  Rarity-4.  MS-61  (NGC).  A great  rarity  in  the  early 

dime  series,  an  1803  in  genuine  Mint  State  grade.  Light  silver  gray 
with  good  cartw'heel  on  both  sides,  a hint  of  golden  toning  on  the 
obverse  and  some  pale  blue  and  dark  gray  on  the  reverse.  Extremely 
sharp,  about  as  bold  as  can  be  for  a date  that  is  very  rare  even  in  EF 
grade.  The  left  side  of  the  star  cluster  is  a bit  softly  struck,  some 
scattered  spots  on  the  reverse,  minor  hairlines  account  for  the 
grade  as  assigned  but  are  not  distracting.  There  are  no  heavy  digs  or 
evidence  of  damage.  An  arc  die  crack  from  star  4 descends  between 
03  of  the  date. 

According  to  the  authors  of  the  JR  dime  book,  “at  the  most, 
10  1803  dimes  exist  in  full  Extremely  Fine  or  better.”  They  note 
the  existence  of  only  two  Mint  State  pieces,  which  is  precisely 
what  the  modern  certified  population  in  Mint  State  is  at  NGC 
and  PCGS  combined.  The  other  Mint  State  specimen  we  know 
of,  the  Bareford  coin  that  is  plated  in  the  JR  book  and  once  graced 
the  Parmelee  Collection,  is  in  a collection  of  long  standing  with 
a youthful  and  dedicated  owner.  It  will  not  be  available  anytime 
soon.  This  great  rarity,  as  a date  called  “as  rare  as  any  bust  dime” 
by  the  authors  of  the  JR  dime  book,  deserves  a home  in  a world- 
class  cabinet.  It  stands  tall  with  any  condition  rarity  from  the  first 
U.S.  Mint. 

NGC  Census  (aU  1803  dimes):  1;  1 finer  (MS-63  finest).  These  are  the 
only  two  pieces  certified  as  Mint  State  by  NGC.  PCGS  has  never  certified 
a specimen  in  Mint  State. 

PCGS  #004473 


Rare  1804  14  Stars  Dime 


247  1804  JR-2.  Rarity-5.  Net  VF-35,  sharpness  of  AU-50,  slightly 

granular  and  retoned.  Light  silver  gray  devices  are  surrounded  by 
gold  with  deepening  color  transitioning  from  amber  to  blue  near 
the  peripheries.  Slightly  granular  throughout,  not  seriously  so  or 
in  a way  that  interrupts  extremely  bold  detail.  The  overall  eye  ap- 
peal is  very  nice,  finer  than  some  we  have  seen  certified,  though 
magnification  reveals  some  light  scale  build-up  around  LIBERTY, 
the  date,  and  some  reverse  design  elements. 

This  piece  likely  stands  as  one  of  the  sharpest  in  existence. 
The  authors  of  the  JR  dime  knew  of  none  finer  than  EF,  and  we 
have  seen  none  finer  ourselves.  We  sold  a raw  EF-45  described  as 
showing  “dark  patina  from  some  surface  buildup”  that  realized 
$25,300  in  our  Frog  Run  Farm  sale  of  November  2004;  its  detail 
was  similar  to  this  piece  and  we  suspect  many  would  choose  the 
visual  appeal  seen  here  if  they  had  to  select  between  them.  A piece 
that  merits  examination  and  consideration,  a great  rarity  within 
the  dime  series  that  is  rarely  found  finer. 

PCGS  #004475 

Choice  Mint  State  1807  100 


248  1807  JR-1.  Rarity-2.  MS-62  (NGC).  Boldly  lustrous  brilliant 

silver  gray  with  a faint  champagne  tint.  Satiny  and  very  attractive 
for  the  grade.  Better  struck  at  centers  than  many  of  this  date  seen, 
no  heavy  marks,  only  some  trivial  hairlines  account  for  the  grade 
as  assigned.  A nice  piece  at  this  grade  level,  worthy  of  a good  bid. 

PCGS  #004480 
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252  1822  JR-1.  Rarity-4.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A lovely  Mint  State 

example  of  this  rare  issue,  the  only  die  variety  of  this  key  date. 
Lightly  reflective  surfaces  are  brilliant  silver  gray  with  a faint  golden 
overtone.  A very  pretty  dime  for  the  grade,  showing  great  lustre, 
sharply  struck  everywhere  but  the  first  four  stars  and  showing  bold 
detail.  Some  minor  hairlines  are  seen,  tiny  spot  inside  star  2,  and  the 
marks  that  are  present  are  neither  large  nor  substantial  in  number. 

It  is  easy  to  call  this  piece  choice  for  the  grade,  which  is  not  to  call 
it  perfect  but  we  certainly  feel  that  it  is  far  finer  than  most  MS-63 
coins  of  this  type  seen  lately. 

A rare  date,  highly  sought  in  all  grades.  The  grand  preponder- 
ance of  1822  dimes  are  in  low  circulated  condition,  but  a handful 
of  Mint  State  pieces  are  known.  The  total  population  certified  by 
the  two  major  services  in  all  Mint  State  grades  is  15,  only  six  of 
which  were  graded  by  PCGS.  When  the  authors  of  the  JR  dime 
book  wrote,  they  estimated  just  10  Uncirculated  examples,  an 
educated  guess  that  dovetails  fairly  nicely  with  a few  ot  the  Uncs  j 
today  being  old  AUs,  a few  regrades,  and  perhaps  a tew  coins  still 
raw  in  old-time  collections.  The  recently  sold  “Lemiis”  coin  was 
graded  NGC-63  and  brought  $27,600.  This  exceptional  piece  is 
tied  for  finest  certified  by  PCGS  and  is  certain  to  be  the  star  in  an 
advanced  Capped  Bust  dime  collection.  i 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #004497 


250  1814  JR-3.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  soft  green, 

russet,  and  pale  blue  over  gray  surfaces.  Some  lustre  in  the  fields, 
though  somewhat  subdued  by  the  heavy  toning.  Some  friction  is 
noted  on  the  high  points  from  handling.  Described  in  the  catalogue 
of  the  Pittman  Collection  as  follows:  “Uncirculated.  No  Period  after 
C.  Sharply  struck  and  well  centered.  Beautiful  sunset  toning  with 
shades  of  reddish-gold,  violet  and  blue-green;  some  faint  hairlines 
are  seen  under  the  toning.  There  is  a network  of  die  cracks  within 
the  reverse  shield  as  well  as  one  tiny  crack  running  from  the  edge 
of  the  eagle’s  neck,  through  the  beak,  and  continuing  to  the  scroll 
below  U in  PLURIBUS.  The  coin  has  very  noticeable  clash  marks 
on  the  obverse,  especially  at  Liberty’s  face  near  the  5th  and  6th  stars. 
Purchased  from  Barney  Bluestone’s  9()th  sale,  12/45,  Lot  1355,  for 
$6.25.” 

From  Dapid  Akers  Numismatics’  sale  of  the John  jay  Pittman  Collec- 
tion, October  1997,  Lh  546. 

PCGS  #004488 


Choice  Mint  State  1821  Dime 


(2x  photo) 

251  1821 JR-5.  Rarity-3.  Large  Date.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lovely  light 

blue  toning  enriches  frosty  gray  surfaces,  with  some  hints  of  violet 
mixed  in.  An  extremely  attractive  coin  for  the  grade,  with  seemingly 
gem  quality  surfaces  and  eye  appeal  at  least  as  good  as  many  gems 
we’ve  seen.  Liberty’s  temples  and  the  eagle’s  talons  are  a bit  softly 
struck,  but  the  rest  of  the  coin  is  so  nice  and  the  strike  quality  is 
so  typical  that  we  can  easily  overlook  it.  No  significant  marks  are 
seen.  A truly  exceptional  piece  for  the  grade,  one  that  will  not  be 
acquired  without  a strong  bid. 

PCGS  #004496 


Mint  State  1822  Dime  Key 

A Classic  Rarity 


. 

Lustrous  Gem  1814  Dime 


249  1814  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  Small  Date.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Rich  frosty 

silver  gray  surfaces  retain  complete,  bold  cartwheel  lustre.  An  im- 
pressive little  dime,  boasting  exceptional  eye  appeal  and  no  flaws 
to  note.  The  fields  are  immaculate  and  the  frost  is  as  nice  as  when 
brand  new.  The  stars  on  the  right  side  of  the  obverse  are  a bit  flatly 
struck,  as  often  seen,  but  the  central  elements  are  crisp.  PCGS  has 
never  graded  a Small  Date  1814  dime  finer  (or  even  another  one 
this  nice),  and  only  one  1814  dime  of  any  variety  has  been  assigned  a 
higher  grade,  MS-66.  This  is  a superb  specimen,  and  the  successful 
bidder  will  never  need  to  look  for  a better  one. 

PCGS  Population  (Small  Date):  1;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #004489 

The  Pittman  1814  Dime 

JR-3 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


Gem  Mint  State  1824/2  Dime 


253  1824/2  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-65  (NGC).  Frosty  deep  gray  surfaces 

show  hints  of  pale  rose  and  sedate  blue.  Strong  cartwheel  lustre  is 
present  on  both  sides,  excellent  natural  eye  appeal.  Very  sharp  at  the 
peripheries,  a bit  soft  on  the  back  of  the  eagle’s  neck,  no  significant 
marks.  A handsome  gem  specimen  of  this  issue,  showing  its  overdate 
characteristics  boldly. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (MS-66). 

PCGS  #004502 


Vividly  Toned  1827  Dime 


255  1827  JR-5.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Extremely  bold  “target” 

toning  ranges  from  a brilliant  center  through  a rainbow  of  gold, 
violet,  blue,  and  green  on  both  sides.  Frosty  and  lustrous,  as  eye- 
catching a dime  of  this  type  as  we  can  recall  seeing.  The  strike  is 
good  and  the  surface  quality  is  likewise  above  average,  with  just 
some  minor  hairlines  and  a short  scratch  under  Liberty’s  ear.  Those 
who  enjoy  vivid  toning  should  examine  this  piece  to  determine  just 
how  much  to  lay  out  for  such  interesting  color. 

PCGS  #004504 


Nice  Mint  State  1824/2  Dime 


254  1824/2  JR-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  silver  gray  centers 

are  framed  by  nice  deep  blue  peripheries.  Strong  cartwheel  lustre 
enlivens  both  sides,  and  the  visual  appeal  is  superb  for  the  grade. 
Some  very  minor  softness  of  strike  is  typical  of  the  date  and  reserved 
to  the  highest  points  of  the  central  designs.  A tiny  nick  inside 
star  11  is  the  only  field  mark  and  it  is  truly  minor.  The  overdate 
characteristic  is  plain  to  the  naked  eye  or  low  magnification — it  is 
seen  on  all  specimens  of  this  date.  Just  a single  1824  dime  has  been 
graded  finer  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Popul.ition:  3;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

PCGS  #004502 


256  1830  JR-2.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  silver  gray  with 
a splash  of  deeper  gray  on  the  obverse  and  some  slate  blue  on  the 
reverse.  Lightly  reflective  and  showing  good  lustre,  frosty  and  at- 
tractive with  no  major  flaws.  A good  looking  type  or  date  coin. 

PCGS  #004517 

257  Trio  of  PCGS-certified  dimes:  ☆ 1831  MS-61.  Bluish  green  and 
gold-green  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1890  MS-63.  Steel  blue,  sil- 
ver gray,  gold,  and  rose  toning  on  the  obverse  with  the  same  shades 
at  the  reverse  periphery  ☆ 1902  MS-63.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces 
with  gold,  blue,  and  rose  at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


258  1832  JR-4.  Rarity-3.  MS-63  (NGC).  Pleasing  even  light  silver 

gray  with  good  satiny  lustre.  Some  light  hairlines  but  the  eye  ap- 
peal is  very  nice  for  the  grade,  showing  no  major  marks  or  other 
flaws,  just  a thin  curved  scratch  under  the  bust  truncation.  A few 
tiny  specks  are  noted  under  magnification.  Far  better  looking  than 
others  of  this  type  we’ve  seen  at  the  assigned  grade  level. 

PCGS  #004521 


/J 
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Gem  Mint  State  1833  JR-5  Dime 


(2x 

259  1833  JR-5.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (NGC).  Lovely  dusky  antique 

gray  toning  is  pleasantly  framed  with  gold.  A beautiful  coin  with 
gem  quality  lustre  and  strong  originality.  Boldly  struck,  some  very 
minor  spotting  seen  under  a glass,  no  heavy  marks.  An  exemplary 
type  coin  that  appears  to  never  have  been  fussed  with,  and  worthy 
of  extra  consideration  because  ot  it. 

PCGS  #004522 


Superb  Gem  1837  Liberty  Seated  Dime 

Large  Date 


260  1837  Large  Date.  MS-66  (NGC).  A beautiful  example  which 
challenges  perfection,  perhaps  separated  only  by  a couple  tiny 
marks  in  the  obverse  field.  Needle  sharp  strike,  rich,  deep  lustre, 
light  golden  toning,  and  a great  deal  of  personality.  This  is  one  of 
the  very  nicest  1837  Liberty  Seated,  No  Stars  dimes  we  have  had 
in  recent  years.  It  comes  to  us  from  storage  in  a bank  vault,  now 
emerging  to  the  light  of  day. 

PCGS  #004561 

261  Pair  of  certified  Liberty  Seated  dimes  grading  AU-50:  ☆ 

1838-0  (AN ACS).  Golden  gray  with  splashes  of  rich  lilac-gray, 
silver  gray,  and  steel  blue  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  with  splashes 
of  golden  gray  ☆ 1842-0  (NGC).  Splashes  of  pale  yellow  gold, 
sky  blue,  and  lilac -gray  on  both  surfaces,  the  reverse  also  displays 
splashes  of  rich  steel  gray.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Superb  Gem  1838  Dime 

Large  Stars 


262  1838  Large  Stars.  MS-66  (NGC).  Heather  and  gray  toning  over 

sharply  struck  features  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  a mixture  of 
brown,  gold,  and  magenta  toning,  also  over  sharply  struck  fea- 
tures. I 

PCGS  #004568  I 

263  Trio  ofLiberty  Seated  dimes:  ☆ 1847  AU-55  (ANACS).  Greer-  I 

101.  Deep  rich  lilac-gray  with  sea  green  and  rose  at  the  peripheries  I 

☆ 1856  MS-62  (ANACS).  Splashes  of  orange,  lilac,  and  golden  | 
brown  on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  golden  orange  and  delicate  I 
iridescent  blue  toning  ☆ 1860-S  AU-50  (ANACS).  Iridescent  rose  I 
and  sea  green  over  both  surfaces.  A very  attractive  group.  (Total:  3 I 

pieces)  I 

264  1849-0  AU-50  (PCGS).  Small  O.  Deep  golden  gray  with  rich  I 

golden  highlights  in  the  protected  areas.  Plenty  of  supportive  lustre  ] 

is  present.  The  strike  is  bold  and  the  surfaces  are  devoid  of  circula-  ■ 

tion  marks  of  consequence.  As  noted  at  the  seateddimcvariety.com  i 

website,  “In  lower  circulated  grades  through  VF,  the  1849-0  dime  ,! 
is  available  with  some  searching.  In  EF  or  better,  this  date  becomes  | 
very  difficult  to  locate.”  From  an  early  state  of  the  reverse  die  (see  i 
below).  A thoroughly  appealing  example  of  a popular  and  scarce  !; 
New  Orleans  issue.  j| 

Fortin-l()4.  Ranty-4.  The  reverse  of  F-104  is  typically  found  with  a ') 
die  crack  from  the  rim  through  the  C in  AMERICA,  though  the  present  j| 
specimen  does  not  show  such  a crack.  ij 

PCGS  #004592  ■ i 


265  1853  Arrows.  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Well  struck. 

Although  this  piece  is  graded  MS-64,  it  has  the  quality  of  many 
graded  MS-65.  Examine  it  carefully  and  bid  liberally — if  you 
can  buy  it  at  an  “MS-64  price”  you  have  a very  good  buy,  in  our 
opinion. 

PCGS  #004603 


L'x. 
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266  1854  Arrows.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A superbly  lustrous  gem.  A rich 

array  of  deep  yellow,  olive,  and  electric  blue  graces  the  obverse, 
while  the  reverse  displays  similar  tones  but  in  a slightly  lighter 
pattern.  Sharply  struck  with  even  the  finest  design  details  bold.  A 
shimmering  gem. 

PCGS  Population:  14;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #004605 

Exceptional  Cameo  Proof  1859  Dime 
None  Certified  Finer  by  NGC 


270  1860-0  VF-30(ANACS).  Medium  gold  gray  with  some  electric 

blue  and  slate  highlights.  A moderately  circulated  yet  mark-free 
example  of  this  prized  rarity  from  New  Orleans.  One  ofjust  40,000 
examples  of  the  date  produced  during  the  first  year  of  the  denomina- 
tion with  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  on  the  obverse  instead 
of  stars.  An  issue  for  which  any  example,  lowly  G-4  upward  through 
the  high  Uncirculated  range,  is  eagerly  sought  by  collectors. 

Fortin-lOl.  Rarity-4+. 

I'CGS  #004632 

Low-Mintage  1864  Dime 

Choice  Mint  State 


(2x  photo) 

111  1868-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Silky  smooth,  satiny  champagne  surfaces 

with  unyielding  lustre,  and  with  rich  carmine,  electric  blue,  and 
gold  toning  at  the  rims.  Sharply  struck  and  easily  worthy  ot  the 
assigned  grade,  even  when  viewed  with  a critical  eye.  A popular 
branch  mint  issue. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

Fortin- 101.  Karity-4. 

PCGS  #004648 


Impressive  Gem  1854  Arrows  Dime 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


269  1860  Proof-63  (PCGS).  Frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields  support 

splashes  of  rich  violet  and  electric  blue.  A lovely  cameo  is  present 
though  such  is  not  noted  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  #004753 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1859  Dime 


271  1864  MS-64  (ANACS).  Incredible  bull’s  eye  toning  highlights 

on  the  obverse  range  from  champagne  at  the  center  through  violet 
then  to  deep  electric  blue  at  the  rim,  while  the  reverse  shows  a bit 
more  mint  brilliance  with  warm  gold  and  electric  blue  highlights. 
From  a small  mintage  for  the  date  of  11,000  pieces,  though  a fair 
amount  of  Uncirculated  examples  of  the  date  have  come  down  to 
today’s  collecting  community  courtesy  of  hoarding  during  the  Civil 
War.  A coin  that  holds  up  well  to  the  rigors  of  the  assigned  grade, 
sharply  struck,  and  with  toning  highlights  that  should  delight  any 
specialist  who  prefers  richly  toned  19th-century  coins. 

Fortin- 102.  Ranty-5. 

PCGS  #004639 


Exquisitely  Toned  Gem  1868-S  Dime 

Tied  for  Finest  Seen  by  NGC 


267 


{2x  photo) 

1859  Proof-67  CAMEO  (NGC).  Heavily  frosted  motifs  and  richly 
mirrored  fields  form  a pleasing,  nearly  fully  brilliant  cameo  contrast. 
The  strike  is  sharp,  of  course,  and  the  eye  appeal  is  nothing  short  of 
fantastic.  While  800  Proofs  of  the  date  were  produced,  we  doubt 
seriously  that  many  of  the  known  survivors  can  compete  visually 
or  physically  with  the  present  beauty. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  with  in  the  designation. 

Fortin- 101.  Rarity-4. 

PCGS  #084748 


(2x  photo) 

268  1859  Proof-66  (NGC).  Frosty  cameo  designs  are  set  against  a 

deep  mirrorlike  surface.  Fight  toning.  The  vast  majority  of  Proofs 
of  this  year  cannot  equal  the  present  coin  in  quality. 

PCGS  #004748 
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277  1873  Arrows.  Proof-63  CAM  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  frosty 
surfaces  against  a mirror  held.  A very  nice  example  at  the  Proof-63 
level — almost  unbelievably  conservatively  graded.  Check  it  out,  and 
then  after  the  sale  takes  place,  watch  the  prices  realized  and  see  it  it 
brought  a “Proof-63  price.” 

PCGS  Population:  4;  7 finer  within  the  designation  (Proot-66  CAM 
finest). 

PCGS  #084769 

278  Pair  of  ANACS-certified  dimes:  ☆ 1873-S  Arrows.  AU-30. 
Iridescent  golden  brown  with  delicate  rose  highlights  ☆ 1 880  AU- 
58.  Lustrous  gold  surhtccs  with  mottled  magenta  and  steel  blue  at 
the  peripheries.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Ame.rican  NiiMiSM.M'tc  Rarities 


274  1870-SMS-65(NGC).A  satiny  gem  with  rich  lilac  iridescence  on 

both  sides,  somewhat  deeper  on  the  obverse.  A scarce  San  Francisco 
issue,  one  ofjust  50,000  dimes  struck  there  in  1870.  The  seateddinie- 
mrieties.com  website  notes:  “This  San  Francisco  date  is  very  scarce 
in  all  grades  and  becomes  rare  in  EF  or  better.  In  Mint  State,  the 
release  of  a small  hoard  allows  some  availability,  though  the  date  is 
still  considered  rare.  Ahwash  commented  about  the  difficulties  in 
locating  1870-S  dimes  and  considered  the  date  to  be  Rarity-5  in  all 
grades.”  Lightly  struck  in  some  areas,  typical  for  the  date,  though 
Liberty’s  head  details  are  quite  strong. 

NGC  Census:  6;  none  finer. 

Fortin-101.  The  sole  known  variety’  for  the  date.  Rarity-6+  in  Mint 
State. 

PCGS  #004652 


276  1872-CC  VF-35,  light  hairlines  from  a long  ago  cleaning,  now 

naturally  retoning  in  rich  shades  of  gold.  A prized  rarity,  one  of 
35,480  examples  of  the  date  struck.  Worth  viewing — perhaps  our 
cautious  grade  is  tempered  with  our  knowledge  of  light  cleaning, 
though  marks  of  consequence  are  nowhere  to  be  found.  Considered 
by  specialists  to  be  the  most  “common”  of  the  “big  four”  Liberty 
Seated  dime  rarities  (the  first  four  Carson  City  dime  issues  of  1871- 
74),  though  “common”  is  anything  but  accurate  for  the  date.  It  is 
greatly  prized  in  all  grades,  as  interested  bidders  will  no  doubt  find 
when  they  begin  their  ciuest  for  the  present  lot. 

Fortin-lOl.  Rarity-4+. 

PCGS  #004657 


Prized  1871-CC  Dime  Rarity 


273  1870  MS-64  (NGC).  A pleasing  example  of  the  date,  somewhat 

proothke  with  frosted  motifs  and  reflective  fields  that  display  a 
varied  mix  of  faint  gold,  lilac,  and  electric  blue  iridescence.  Choice 
for  the  grade,  a specimen  with  a delightfully  sharp  and  bold  strike. 
According  to  the  scateddimemrieties.com  website,  this  is  “a  tough  date 
in  the  lower  circulated  grade  that  becomes  scarce  in  EF  to  AU.  Very 
scarce  in  Mint  State.”  Repunched  date  variety,  see  below, 

Fortin- 104.  Repniichiiig  mainly  obvious  in  the  lower  center  of  the  0 in 
date,  di,igonal  die  line  in  the  O in  ONE  on  the  reverse.  Rarity-3. 

PCGS  #004651 

Gem  Uncirculated  1870-S  Dime 

Tied  for  Finest  Seen  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

275  1871-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Deep  olive  golden  toning  with  strong 

lustre  and  a bold  strike.  About  as  rare  as  a date  can  be  from  the 
Liberty  Seated  dime  series,  the  1871-CC  issue  is  one  of  the  “big 
four”  rarities  in  the  series,  the  other  three  being  the  next  three 
dates  in  order  from  the  Carson  City  Mint.  Typically  found  in  VF 
or  lesser  grades,  also  typically  found  heavily  marked  and  sometimes 
appearing  as  though  pulled  from  the  ground.  Other  than  a tiny 
planchet  mark,  probably  as  struck,  at  the  top  of  the  viewer’s  left 
side  of  the  reverse  bow,  the  surfaces  are  essentially  mark  free.  One 
ofjust  20,100  pieces  struck  during  the  first  year  of  dime  coinage  at 
Carson  City.  Watch  the  speciahsts  scramble  for  this  one. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  2 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

PCGS  #004654 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1874  Arrows  Dime 


279  1874  Arrows.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Warm  and  glowing  cartwheel 
lustre  supports  faint  champagne,  rich  violet,  and  bright  electric  blue 
toning  on  both  sides.  Some  striking  weakness  apparent  in  the  reverse 
wreath,  not  at  all  uncommon  for  this  particular  date.  Repunched  4 
in  date,  see  below.  A pleasing  gem  example  of  an  eternally  popular 
design  type,  a coin  suited  for  an  experienced  Liberty  Seated  dime 
specialist,  or  simply  for  those  who  enjoy  attractive  coins  in  their 
U.S.  collection. 

Fortin- 101.  “Proof  dies,  repunched  4,  high  level  date,  die  defect  on 
neckline.”  Rarity-3. 

PCGS  #004668 

280  1875-CC  Mintmark  above  Bow.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  and 
lustrous  medium  gold  specimen  with  sonre  deeper  gold  toning  on 
the  reverse  denomination.  Nicely  struck  with  just  a hint  of  weak- 
ness in  the  reverse  wreath. 

Fortin- 107-A.  Reverse  die  cracks.  Rarit\’-4. 

PCGS  #004673 


281  1876-S  MS-65  (ICG).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  slightly  prooflike. 

An  absolutely  superb  coin  of  breathtaking  quality.  It  would  be  dif- 
ficult to  envision  an  1876-S  dime  nicer  than  this,  no  matter  what 
label  is  on  the  holder. 

PCGS  #004681 


282  1878  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Type  II  Reverse,  wheat  distant  from 

upper  right  corner  of  E in  ONE.  Deeply  mirrored  fields  and  frosty 
motifs  share  an  even  wash  ofbright  electric  blue  and  warm  medium 
violet.  One  of  800  Proofs  of  the  date  produced,  the  present  speci- 
men is  among  the  finest  Proof  1878  dimes  seen  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population;  10;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

Fortin-101.  Rarity-3. 

PCGS  #004775 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 
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Splendid  Cameo  Gem  Proof  1879  Dime 


283  1879  Proof-67  CAMEO  (NGC).  A sparkling  gem.  The  obverse 

displays  frosted  motifs  and  a deeply  mirrored  field,  as  well  as  a faint 
sheen  of  pale  champagne  and  a dash  here  and  there  of  lilac;  the 
reverse  is  a study  in  deep  gunmetal-bluc  and  vibrant  electric  blue. 
Sharply  struck. 

NGC  Census;  8;  2 finer  witliin  the  designation  (both  Proof-67l# 
CAMEO). 

Fortin- 102.  “Proof  dies,  weak  base  above  87,  medium  level  date.  Die 
scratch  in  lower  wreath.”  Rarity-3. 

PCGS  #084776 


284  1880  Proof-66  (NGC).  Glowing  slate  gray  surfaces  comprised  of 

frosty  motifs  and  mirrored  fields,  the  whole  splashed  with  wisps  of 
faint  lilac  and  similar  electric  blue,  with  some  dashes  of  gold. 
PCGS  #004777 


285  1882  Proof-67  CAMEO  (NGC).  Bold  iridescence  highlights 

frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields.  The  obverse  is  a textbook  study  in 
electric  blue,  flint  sea  green,  and  vibrant  violet,  while  the  reverse 
shows  a blast  of  faint  rose  amidst  a bull’s  eye  ofbright  electric  blue 
and  an  outer  halo  of  pale  sea  green.  A visual  treat. 

NGC  Census;  10;  4 within  the  designation  (all  Proof-68  CAMEO). 

PCGS  #084779 


286  1883  Proof-67  CAMEO  (NGC).  Frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields 

with  a whisper  of  flint  gold  at  the  rims.  A sharp  and  appealing  gem 
Proof  of  the  date,  a coin  whose  overall  quality  and  appeal  propels 
it  into  the  top  half  dozen  example  of  the  dates  seen  by  NGC. 
NGC  Census;  5;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proot-68  CAMEO). 
Fortin- 103.  Rarity-3. 

PCGS  #084780 
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295  1898-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  silver  centers  with  deep  golden 

toning  at  the  rims.  As  sharply  struck  as  a Barber  dime  ever  comes; 
if  so  inclined,  you  may  easily  count  the  wheat  and  corn  kernels  on 
the  reverse.  An  exceptional  coin  for  the  grade. 

I’CCS  #004817 


288  1884-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  with  rich  rose 

highlights.  Some  prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  fields.  Considerably 
scarcer  in  Mint  State  than  its  somewhat  sizable  mintage  of 564,969 
pieces  indicates. 

Fortin-102.  Rarity-3. 

PCGS  #004693 


292 


294  1898  Proof-67  (NGC).  Frosty  golden  gray  devices  and  deeply 

mirrored  fields.  The  obverse  is  a fiery  di.splay  of  violet,  crimson, 
orange,  gold,  and  other  similar  hues,  while  the  reverse  is  a more 
subtle  blend  of  fierce  electric  blue  and  pale,  satiny  sea  green.  A 
lovely  coin  in  all  regards. 

PCGS  Population:  24;  7 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-68). 

PCGS  #004882 


287  1884  MS-66  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  and  delightfully  frosty 

gem  with  just  a whisper  of  faint  champagne  on  both  sides.  Sharply 
struck  for  the  date. 

Fortin- 102.  Reverse  die  clash,  obverse  shield  plainly  seen  at  ON  in 
reverse  denomination. 

PCGS  #004692 


Gem  Uncirculated  1885-S  Dime  Rarity 

Among  Five  Finest  Seen  by  NGC 


1892  MS-67  (NGC).  Robust  underlying  lustre  sets  the  richly  toned 
rims  afire.  Splashes  of  deep  orange,  gold,  violet,  electric  blue,  and 
other  shades  bloom  with  profusion  at  the  peripheries.  A sharp  and 
exciting  gem  from  the  first  year  of  the  design  type. 

NGC  Census:  18;  4 finer  within  any  designation  (all  MS-67^). 

PCGS  #004796 


289 


293 


290  1886  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  choice.  Well  struck.  As  nice  as 

the  day  it  was  minted.  This  sale  has  a remarkable  number  of  coins 
that  are  fresh  to  the  market  and  also  are  conservatively  graded — an 
electric  combination  of  qualities  that  should  attract  wide  attention. 
Most  of  the  coins  were  acquired  over  a long  period  of  time  with 
careful  connoisseurship. 

PCGS  #004696 


291  1887  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  well  struck.  Defini- 

tive for  the  date  and  grade. 

PCGS  #004698 

Rainbow  Gem  1892  Barber  100 


(2x  photo) 


1885-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  and  largely  brilliant  with 
a whisper  ot  taint  champagne  iridescence  on  both  sides.  A sharply 
struck  gem  survivor  from  a modest  mintage  ofjust  43,690  pieces. 
A great  rarity  in  gem  grade. 

NGC  Census:  4;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

PCGS  #004695 


1898  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A superb  coin  with  delicate  golden  and 
iridescent  toning.  Some  hints  of  gunmetal-blue  on  the  reverse.  A 
numismatic  treasure. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  1 finer  with  the  designation  (Proof-68). 

PCGS  #004882 
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Frosty  Gem  Prooflike  1899-S  Dime 


296  1899-S  MS-65  PL  (NGC) . Somewhat  reflective  fields  and  lightly 

frosted  motifs  form  a pleasing  cameo.  The  surfaces  are  largely  bril- 
liant with  a nuance  of  faint  champagne  creeping  in. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-66  EL). 

PCGS  #()()482() 


297  1904  MS-66^  (NGC).  A heavily  toned  gem  with  incredibly  rich 

underlying  lustre.  The  obverse  center  glows  wdth  rich  sea  green 
that  fades  immediately  to  lighter  sea  green,  then  to  gold,  violet, 
and  electric  blue,  while  the  reverse  center  is  pale  electric  blue 
surrounded  by  rich  rose  and  heather  highlights.  The  finest  graded 
example  of  the  date  seen  thus  far  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer. 

PCGS  #004833 


298  1905-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  on  frosty  golden  gray  sur- 

faces. Warm  violet  and  gold  highlights  grace  the  obverse.  Sharply 
struck. 

PCGS  #004836 


299  1909  Proof-67  (NGC).  Some  mint  brilliance  on  Liberty’s  check 

gives  way  to  a rich  display  of  vibrant  peach,  crimson,  electric  blue, 
sea  green,  and  other  bright  hues,  while  the  reverse  is  largely  brilliant 
with  just  a hint  of  faint  rose  iridescence. 

NGC  Census:  18;  3 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-68^  Cameo 
finest). 

PCGS  #004893 


300  1911  Proof-67  (NGC).  An  aesthetic  arrangement  of  deep  violet, 

electric  blue,  and  equally  deep  sea  green  engages  the  obverse,  while 
the  reverse  is  an  even  blend  of  deep  violet  and  lively  indigo.  From 
a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  543  pieces. 

NGC  Census:  17;  7 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-68). 

PCGS  #004895 


301  1911-S  MS-66  (NGC).  A frosty,  highly  lustrous  gem  with  even 

golden  gray  iridescence  on  both  sides,  while  splashes  of  pale  peach 
enhance  the  overall  appearance.  A scarcer  coin  in  gem  condition 
than  its  mintage  of  more  than  3.5  million  pieces  would  suggest. 

NGC  Census:  31;  4 finer  (MS-68  finest). 

PCGS  #004859 


Exceptional  Gem  1916-D  Mercury  100 
MS-66  FB  PCGS 


302  1916-D  Mercury.  MS-66  FB  (PCGS).  Incredibly  deep  and 

enchanting  golden  toning  with  peach,  rose,  and  sea  green  under- 
lying tones.  Sharply  struck,  as  behts  the  assigned  FB  designation, 
and  absolutely  original  in  all  respects.  One  of  only  264,000  dimes 
of  the  date  struck,  the  only  mintage  figure  in  the  Mercury  dime 
series  that  dips  below  the  one  million  mark.  Known  and  enjoyed 
for  years  as  an  important  key  date  in  all  grades,  with  gorgeous  gems 
such  as  the  present  coin  leading  the  parade. 

PCGS  Population:  17;  6 finer  within  any  designation  (all  MS-67  FB). 

The  1916-D  dime  is  somewhat  of  an  enigma  regarding  its  rarity.  To 
be  sure,  the  mintage  is  low,  with  just  264,000  pieces.  However,  one  might 
think  that  examples  would  have  been  set  aside  as  a novelty  for  the  first  year 
of  the  design.  Apparently  this  did  not  take  place,  as  the  1916-0  was  not 
recognized  as  a rarity  until  collecting  by  dates  and  mints  became  popular  in 
a significant  way  (beginning  in  the  1930s  when  the  Raymond  “National” 
albums  were  launched).  It  could  have  been  the  case  that  the  1916-D  dimes 
were  released  significantly  after  those  of  1916  (Philadelphia  Mint)  and  1916- 
S,  by  which  time  the  novelty  had  passed.  In  correspondence  a number  of  years 
ago,  Wayne  Miller  wrote  that  he  thought  that  some  ot  the  1916-D  dimes 
were  distributed  in  Montana.  Such  pieces  quickly  slipped  into  circulation 
and  became  worn. 

PCGS  #004907 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


/ 


Splendid  Mint  State  1916-D  Mercury  10^ 
MS-65  FB  PCGS 


303  1916-D  Mercury.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  of  the  fin- 

est order.  The  robust  cartwheel  lustre  fairly  leaps  from  the  satiny, 
matte-like  surfaces,  while  a blend  of  faint  gold  and  rose  adds  de- 
lightful visual  support.  If  you  are  seeking  a gem-quality  example 
of  this  well-known  rarity,  you  will  do  well  to  examine  the  present 
specimen. 

PCGS  #004907 


Famous  1916-D  Mercury  Dime 
MS-65  FB  PCGS 
Splendid  Eye  Appeal 


304  1916-D  Mercury.  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  From  our  sale  of  the 

Jewell  Collection,  March  2005,  where  it  was  described:  “Brilliant, 
lustrous,  and  with  outstanding  eye  appeal,  this  is  one  of  the  nicest 
1916-D  dimes  to  come  on  the  market  in  recent  times.  It  challenges 
perfection,  and  is  separated  only  by  a few  tiny  marks.  While  the 
attribution  as  MS-65  served  to  make  it  notable  and  the  full  strike 
designation  of  FB  even  more  so,  to  us  the  eye  appeal  is  the  most 
important  element.  This  coin  is  so  nice  that  even  if  you  do  not  spe- 
cialize in  Mercury  dimes,  but  hope  to  some  day,  you  might  want 
to  acquire  this  example  as  an  insurance  policy.  Theoretically,  if  a 
dozen  MS-65  pieces  could  be  found  and  arranged  side  by  side,  this 
coin  would  probably  rank  as  number  one  in  quality.  ” We  predict 
nothing  short  of  serious  bidding  activity  when  this  beauty  takes  its 
turn  on  the  auction  block. 

PCGS  #004907 


Attractive  Gem  1916-D  Mercury  100 
Rich  Golden  Toning 


305  1916-D  Mercury.  MS-65  FB  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous,  satiny 

surfaces  support  varied  shades  of  deep  gold,  crimson,  and  rose. 
Sharply  struck,  as  noted  in  the  assigned  grade,  and  a lovely  vision 
to  behold. 

NGC  Census:  21;  8 finer  (MS-67  FB  finest). 

PCGS  #004907 


306 


307 


308 


1921  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  A frosty,  satin  gem  with  hvely  cartwheel 
lustre  and  a nuance  of  faint  golden  toning  on  both  sides.  Sharp  and 
appeahng,  a coin  that  will  undoubtedly  fiU  the  wants  of  any  collector 
desiring  a pleasing  gem  example  of  this  scarce  and  important  key 
date. 

PCGS  #004935 


1925-S  MS-64  FB  (PCGS).  Frosty  golden  surfaces  display  rich 
lilac,  rust,  and  deep  electric  blue  highlights. 

PCGS  #004953 


1926-D  MS-65  FB  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  richly  lustrous,  sharply 
struck,  with  light  golden  toning.  This  piece  will  forever  end  your 
search  fora  1926-D  dime,  no  matter  what  your  budget,  even  ifyou 
could  afford  one  with  a higher  grade  on  the  holder. 

PCGS  #004957 
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309  Selection  ofPCGS-cerdfied  dimes:  ☆ 1935  MS-66.  Deep  magenta 
on  the  obverse,  reverse  lustrous  silver  gray  ☆ 1938-S  MS-66.  Ob- 
verse is  speckled  golden  brown  with  splashes  of  iridescent  gold, 
rose,  and  neon  green,  the  reverse  has  pale  olive,  golden  orange,  and 
yellow-green  toning  ☆ 1940  MS-65.  Lustrous  iridescent  gold  and 
rose  on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  just  a whisper  of  rose  and  blue- 
green  at  the  periphery  ☆ 1944-D  MS-66  FB.  ILich  pale  magenta, 
blue,  rose,  and  violet  over  both  surfaces  ☆ 1 945-S  MS-66.  Rainbow 
iridescence  on  the  obverse,  reverse  is  a lovely  delicate  rose-gold  ☆ 
1949  MS-66.  Rich  mottled  silver  gray  with  iridescent  rainbow 
toning  mixed  in  on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  golden  toning  at  the 
rim  ☆ 1960-D  MS-66.  Deep  rich  yellow,  neon  green,  and  rose 
at  the  obverse  periphery,  the  reverse  with  olive-gold  at  the  rim. 
(Total:  7 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

310  Quintette  of  NGC-ccrtified  dimes:  ☆ 1935-S  MS-66.  Rainbow 
toning  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1937-S  MS-67.  Frosty  rich  golden  toning 
on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  iridescent  rainbow  toning  ☆ 1938-D 
MS-65  FB.  Mottled  silver  gray  and  sunset  orange  toning  ☆ 1944-S 
MS-66.  Bright  neon  blue  with  splashes  of  delicate  rose  ☆ 1954-D 
MS-67.  Frosty  bright  magenta,  blue-green,  and  gold  toning  on 
both  surfaces.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


Toned  Gem  Proof  1936  Dime 


311  1936  Proof-67  (NGC).  Highly  reflective  and  lively  steel  gray 

surfaces  with  incredibly  beautiful  splashes  of  electric  violet,  vivid 
peach,  dynamic  electric  blue,  and  other  numerous  iridescent  hues 
on  both  sides. 

NGC  Census:  58;  I finer  (Proof-68). 

PCGS  #005071 


Twenty-Cent  Pieces 


313  1875-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  A broad  expanse  of  pale  sea  green, 

electric  blue,  and  medium  gold  spring  to  life  beneath  warm  surface 
lustre. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005298 


Key  1878  Proof  Twenty-Cent  Piece 


(2x  photo) 


314  1878  Proof-64  (ICG).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  toning  on  both 

sides.  Well  struck.  For  some  reason  the  Proofs  of  1878  and  also 
1877  usually  come  with  problems — cleaning,  scuffing,  staining,  or 
whatever — for  reasons  not  particularly  clear  today.  The  present  coin 
is  very  choice  and  is  well  worth  a correspondingly  strong  bid. 

PCGS  #004775 


312  Nearly  complete  set  of  Roosevelt  dimes  in  two  parts,  ☆ 

Housed  in  a custom  plastic  holder,  all  dates  and  mints  included, 
1946  to  1976,  plus  an  extra  1964  to  illustrate  the  reverse.  The  silver 
issues  are  richly  toned  in  a wide  variety  of  hues  ☆ Another  group 
is  included  in  a Dansco  album  page,  all  dates  and  mints,  1979-1986, 
plus  all  P and  D issues  of  1987-1994.  Both  mintrnark  varieties  of 
1979-S  are  included.  (Total:  120  pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 
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Quarter  Dollars 


Deeply  Toned  1796  Quarter 
VF-20  (NGC) 


(2x  photo) 

1796  B-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-20  (NGC).  Light  silver  gray  devices 
stand  out  from  concentric  rings  of  blue,  gold,  and  copper-gray 
toning  around  the  obverse,  while  the  light  silver  gray  reverse  shows 
more  modest  but  perhaps  brighter  blue  and  gold  toning  reserved 
to  the  peripheries.  Evenly  worn  but  never  abused,  an  attractive 
specimen  of  this  most  important  quarter  design  type.  The  usual 
marks  expected  for  this  grade  arc  present  but  not  in  an  overwhelm- 
ing concentration,  a few  vertical  scratches  between  the  first  three 
date  digits  are  seen,  minor  abrasion  on  Liberty’s  chest,  some  faint 
natural  granularity  at  central  reverse.  Most  type  collectors  would 
jump  through  hoops  to  acquire  a 1796  quarter  like  this,  in  a nice 
collector  grade  and  showing  good  surface  quality  and  pretty  toning. 
We  expect  bidding  for  this  piece  will  be  very  competitive. 

From  the  Gardner  Collection. 

PCGS  #005310 


Toned  VF  1796  Quarter 


(2x  photo) 

315  1796  Browning-2.  Rarity-3.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Deeply  toned  in 

even  gray  with  hints  of  dark  slate  blue  and  an  area  of  lighter  silver 
color  at  Liberty’s  forehead.  The  surfaces  show  only  minor  marks, 
mostly  toned  over  and  blended  in.  The  most  notable  mark  is  a short 
scrape  left  of  the  first  S of  STATES,  others  are  minor,  only  very 
faint  granularity  is  seen  with  a glass  in  protected  areas. 

The  1796  quarter  is  one  of  the  most  desired  type  coins  in 
American  numismatics,  historically  important  as  the  first  of  its  kind, 
numismatically  important  as  a one-year  type,  and  pretty  rare  besides! 
Decent  mid-grade  specimens  like  this  always  play  to  a wide  audience 
of  collectors  anxious  to  at  last  complete  their  type  sets. 

PCGS  #005310 
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Another  Desirable  1796  25^ 


317  1796  B-2.  Rarity-3.  VG-8  (PCGS).  A nice  circulated  specimen 

of  this  classic  issue.  Evenly  worn  surfaces  are  mostly  medium  gray 
but  show  faint  toning  in  shades  of  gold  and  violet.  A very  pretty 
VG  coin,  choice  but  for  a very  small  x scratch  in  front  of  Liberty’s 
lips.  Otherwise,  this  coin  is  pretty  much  flawless  for  the  grade  and 
even  this  minor  problem  can  be  readily  overlooked,  especially  when 
seeking  a rarity  of  this  magnitude.  Liberty’s  face  is  nicely  defined, 
and  the  date  and  all  legends  are  full.  This  may  be  the  most  desired 
grade  range  for  a 1796  quarter — sharp  enough  that  everything  is 
present  but  worn  enough  that  the  price  tag  is  not  a second  mortgage. 
We  like  this  piece  a lot  and  we  .suspect  the  next  collector  who  owns 
it  will  cherish  it. 

PCGS  #005310 


318  1806/5  B-1.  Rarity-2.  AU  details  (NCS),  ‘ ‘whizzed.”  Pleasing 

medium  gray  with  hints  of  golden  toning.  Quite  attractive  to  the 
naked  eye,  but  showing  a slightly  fuzzy  look  and  minor  granular- 
ity under  a glass,  consistent  with  fine  surface  manipulation.  Good 
detail  remains,  and  this  is  still  a desirable  specimen  of  this  popular 
overdate  variety. 

PCGS  #005315 


319  1807  B-1.  Rarity-2.  VF-35  (PCGS).  Nice  medium  gray,  just  a 

bit  darker  at  obverse  peripheries  and  across  the  reverse.  Smooth  and 
appealing,  a handsome  coin  at  this  grade  level.  Some  light  hairlines 
and  abrasions  are  really  only  detectable  under  magnified  scrutiny, 
no  heavy  marks.  A fine  looking  quarter  that  managed  a stay  in 
circulation  without  becoming  damaged  or  ugly.  This  is  perhaps 
just  the  type  coin  many  collectors  have  been  seeking. 

I'CGS  #005316 


Exceptional  Mint  State  1818/5  250 


{2x  photo) 

320  1818/5  B-1.  Rarity-3.  MS-65  (NGC).  Beautiful  peripheral 

toning  frames  both  sides,  with  deep  olive  green  closest  to  the  rims 
and  subtle  amber  mellowing  into  the  brilliant  centers.  Exceptional 
satiny  lustre  graces  both  sides.  The  detail  is  excellent  despite  the 
clashing  these  dies  endured,  clashes  whose  evidence  remains  on 
both  obverse  and  reverse.  The  surfaces  are  free  from  all  but  the  most 
minor  disturbances,  though  our  magnified  study  did  find  a thin 
scratch  under  Liberty’s  eye.  Under  both  magnification  and  casual 
viewing,  this  piece  reveals  itself  to  be  a marvelously  preserved  Mint 
State  example  that  stands  with  nearly  any  e.xample  of  the  date  that 
exists.  Its  quality  earmarks  it  as  destined  for  a great  collection. 

NGC  Census  (B-1):  7;  2 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

PCGS  #005323 
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Gem  Mint  State  1818  B-3  Quarter 


(2x  photo) 


321  1818  B-3.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  (NGC).  Superb  satiny  lustre  is 

prominent  on  both  sides,  enlivening  rich  toning  of  orange,  gold, 
and  pale  blue  on  deep  gray  surfaces.  Frosty  and  nicely  struck,  a 
beautiful  specimen,  with  only  a very  thin  horizontal  scratch  under 
UM  of  UNUM  that  most  would  miss.  A very  lively  coin,  with 
pretty  toning  and  more  lustre  than  one  would  expect  on  even  a 
high-grade  specimen  of  this  type.  Certain  to  please  a high-grade 
type  collector. 

PCGS  #005322 

Mint  State  1838  No  Drapery  250 

Briggs  Encyclopedia  Plate  Coin 


322  1838  No  Drapery.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous  with 

warm  champagne  toning  evenly  dispersed  on  the  obverse,  and  with 
deeper  golden  highlights  appearing  at  the  reverse  rim.  Struck  from  a 
lightly  striated  planchet,  most  noticeable  on  the  reverse,  and  clearly 
imparted  to  the  planchet  during  the  strip  rolling  process.  Sharply 
struck  and  aesthetically  appealing. 

Briggs  plate  coin.  Briggs  1-A.  Curved,  centered  date,  clash  marks  at 
Liberty’s  elbow,  eagle’s  innermost  sinister  talon  does  not  touch  arrow  feather. 
Called  Rarity-4  as  Uncirculated  in  the  Briggs  reference. 

From  the  Fro^  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005391 


I 


Mint  State  1839  No  Drapery  250 


323  1839  No  Drapery.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Subdued  underlying  lustre 
supports  warm  champagne  iridescence.  Some  striking  lightness  on 
both  sides,  typical  for  the  date. 

Bri^s  1-A.  Faint  obverse  die  cracks  from  date  upward  through  first 
three  stars,  reverse  die  cracks  in  several  places,  the  most  prominent  splitting 
the  reverse  from  9:00  to  3:00.  Rarity-5  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Fro^  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005392 

324  1840-0  No  Drapery.  AU  details  (NCS),  “obverse  improperly 
cleaned.”  Medium  golden  gray  with  deeper  lilac  and  gold  toning 
highlights.  The  Briggs  plate  coin  for  the  variety.  Lightly  cleaned 
on  the  obverse,  though  done  long  ago  and  not  overly  noticeable. 
Scattered  tiny  marks  are  present,  chiefly  on  the  obverse. 

Briggs  1-A.  “8  of  date  is  repunched  down  and  to  the  right.  Commonly 
called  mintmark  left.”  Mintmark  over  A in  QUAR.  Rarity-3  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005393 


Choice  Uncirculated  1840  With  Drapery  250 

Briggs  Plate  Coin 


325  1840  Drapery.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A solidly  lustrous  specimen  with 

rich  varied  gold  and  rose  toning  highlights  on  both  sides.  Delight- 
fully frosty  and  nicely  struck  in  all  areas  save  for  a few  obverse 
stars. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  4 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Brigg  1-A.  Rarity-6  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005397 
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Uncirculated  1840-0  With  Drapery  250 


326  1840-0  Drapery.  Small  O.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  and  lustrous 
with  warm,  even  champagne  toning  on  both  sides.  A few  light 
toning  flecks  are  noted  on  the  reverse,  none  serious  enough  to 
dissuade  potential  bidders.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  viraially 
full  design  elements  on  both  sides. 

RCGS  Population:  6;  14  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Briggs  2-C.  Die  scratch  in  lower  section  of  obverse  shield,  reverse 
mintntark  centered  over  R in  QUAR.,  very  near  to  the  arrow  above.  Rar- 
ity-6 as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Froi^  Rim  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #()()5398 

327  1840-0  Drapery.  Small  O.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Frosty  silver  sur- 
faces with  warm  golden  highlights.  Careful  examination  reveals  a 
coin  struck  from  dies  that  had  lightly  succumbed  to  the  miasmic 
conditions  in  and  around  New  CTrleans.  Late  reverse  die  state,  see 
below.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date  and  devoid  of  all  but  some  faint, 
trivial  marks. 

Briggs  2-C,  Late  Die  State.  By  this  point,  the  reverse  die  used  in  Briggs’ 
2-C  pairing  had  become  nearly  shattered.  What  was  once  a thin  die  crack  at 
the  bottom  ofTED  STATES  has  now  become  a heavy  cud-Hke  line  with  one 
particularly  noticeable  crack  thatjuts  upwards  through  the  first  S in  STATES 
to  the  dentils  above,  other  cracks  can  be  seen  in  the  peripheral  legends,  with 
more  than  one  crack  at  QUAR.  DOL.  now  becoming  quite  bold. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005398 


330  1842  Large  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Flashy  silver  gray  with  pale 
champagne  highlights,  somewhat  prooflike  in  the  fields,  lightly 
frosted  on  the  motifs.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  just  88,000 
circulation  strikes,  a modest  mintage  figure  by  all  accounts.  The 
Briggs  plate  coin,  featured  on  page  39  of  The  Comprehensive  En- 
cyclopedia of  United  States  Liberty  Quarters  by  Larry  Briggs  (1991), 
identified  as  such  by  a squiggly  lint  mark  in  the  field  behind  Miss 
Liberty’s  head.  Some  hairlining  present,  but  no  major  marks  assert 
themselves.  The  strike  is  above  average  and  worth  noting. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  12  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  Rarity-5+  as  EF/AU.  Rarity-7  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005491 

331  1842-0  Large  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  gray  surfaces 
with  warm  olive  highlights  and  modest  underlying  lustre.  An  area 
of  deep  navy  blue  and  crimson  toning  can  be  seen  on  the  reverse 
near  the  eagle’s  head.  The  Briggs  reference  plate  coin,  here  with 
moderately  deeper  toning  than  when  it  made  its  first  appearance 
some  15  years  ago.  A pleasing  coin  overall. 

Briggs  1-A.  Small,  round  mintmark.  Rarity-4+  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005402 

Popular  1842-0  250  Rarity 

Small  Date  Variety 


328  Four  Liberty  Seated  quarters,  each  Net  AU-50,  quality  of 
AU-58,  lightly  cleaned.  ☆ 1841  ☆ 1845  ☆ 1851  ☆ 1858.  All  are 
beginmng  to  retone  in  lovely,  natural  hues.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

Choice  Uncirculated  1841-0  250 

Doubled  Die  Obverse 


329 


1841-0  Doubled  Die  Obverse.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
silver  gray  with  pale  golden  highlights  that  deepen  to  amber  and 
slate  at  the  rims.  Doubled  Die  Obverse  variety,  doubling  plainest 
at  Liberty’s  shield.  Lightly  struck  in  places,  particularly  the  eagle’s 
dexter  leg  on  the  reverse,  and  at  certain  other  plumage  around  the 
neck.  Scarce  in  Mint  State.  A popular  date  and  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  5 finer  (all  MS-64). 

Briggs  2-A.  “Doubled  Die  Obverse.  Irregular,  virtually  even  date.  The 
shield,  ribbon,  hand,  rock,  lower  gown,  and  first  three  stars  on  left  are  dra- 
matically doubled.  ‘New  Orleans’  hoard  coin.”  Rarity-3  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005400 


332  1842-0  Small  Date.  AU  details  (NCS),  “improperly  cleaned.” 

Medium  golden  gray  with  distinctive  olive  highlights.  Lightly 
cleaned  some  time  ago,  as  noted,  though  not  harshly  so  and  not 
particularly  noticeable.  A prized  rarity  in  all  grades,  and  truly  a coin 
that  should  be  seen  to  be  appreciated;  there  is  a lot  more  coin  here 
than  the  NCS  holder  lets  on. 

Briggs  1-A.  Small  Date  numerals.  Small  O mintmark  reverse.  Rarity-7 
as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005403 


333  1843  MS-62  (PCGS).  A frosty  Uncirculated  example  of  the  date,  a 

pleasing  coin  with  strong  lustre  and  warm  golden  toning,  especially 
on  the  reverse.  Some  scattered  marks  account  for  the  grade,  yet  to 
the  unaided  eye,  the  appeal  is  substantial.  Curiously,  just  the  olwerse 
of  this  coin  is  noted  by  our  consignor  as  the  Briggs  plate  coin;  after 
brief  study,  we  concur. 

Briggs  1-B.  “Reverse  B-light  die  crack  from  rim  through  right  of  M 
of  AMERICA,  into  field  at  lower  right  side  of  eagle’s  neck.”  Rarit\’-5  as 
Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005404 
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1843-0  Small  O.  AU-58  (NGC).  Medium  golden  gray  with  a 
splash  here  and  there  of  deeper  golden  highlights.  Struck  from  a 
rusted  obverse  die  though  the  design  elements  are  still  quite  bold; 
the  same  boldness  applies  to  the  reverse  strike.  Yet  another  Liberty 
Seated  quarter  that  appeared  as  the  plate  coin  in  the  Briggs  reference 
on  the  series.  Essentially  mark-free  on  the  obverse,  a few  scattered 
ticks  noted  on  the  reverse,  nice  overall. 

NOG  Census:  5;  8 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Briggs  1-B.  “Reverse  B-left  side  of  mintniark  over  R.  Heavy  die  crack 
troni  rim  to  tip  of  shield  to  middle  of  left  wing  (viewer’s  right).  Another 
crack  from  rim  through  D to  left  wing.  Several  other  cracks  from  lettering 
to  rim.”  Rarity-4  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Fn\^Rim  Farm  Collectioti.  ^ ^ /■?(\^ 


PCGS  #005405 


1844  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny,  lustrous  surfaces  with  warm  cham- 
pagne highlights  and  pleasant  cartwheel  lustre.  Nicely  struck  with 
only  a hint  of  weakness  here  and  there.  A pretty  coin  for  the  grade, 
the  present  Uncirculated  Liberty  Seated  quarter  dollar  served  as 
the  plate  coin  in  the  Briggs  reference.  Devoid  of  serious  marks, 
consequently  choice  for  the  grade.  Minor  doubling  noted  at  the 
date  numerals,  not  visible  to  the  unaided  eye.  Late  reverse  die  state, 
see  below.  A nice  selection  for  a type  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  14  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  Late  Die  State  ofReverse  A,  “die  break  from  dentil  through 
first  period  along  base  of  DOL  to  last  period;  dentil  above  A in  STATES 
through  tops  of  TES  to  rim;  back  through  top  of  OF  and  returns  to  dentils; 
from  dentils  above  A in  AMERICA  through  top  of  M.”  The  present  speci- 
men is  a slightly  later  state  than  noted  above,  with  the  die  crack  along  the 
top  of  AMERICA  now  e.xtended  through  RIC,  and  there  to  the  dentils 
above  the  final  A.  However,  the  present  specimen  falls  short  of  the  latest 
state  noted  by  Briggs,  that  with  a large  die  cud  that  fiUs  the  area  above  TES 
OF.  Rarity-5+  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Froj^  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005406 
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1844-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A thoroughly  prooflike  example  of  the 
date,  one  that  displays  deep  gunmetal-blue  and  rose  highlights  on 
the  obverse,  with  rich  gold  and  deep  slate  highlights  on  the  reverse. 
Nicely  struck  in  all  areas  except  a few  obverse  stars.  The  Briggs  plate 
coin,  though  somewhat  deeper  in  tone  than  when  photographed 
15  or  more  years  ago.  Scarcer  at  choice  Mint  State  or  finer  than  its 
somewhat  sizable  mintage  of  740,000  pieces  indicates.  For  those 
who  appreciate  richly  toned  19th-century  silver  pieces. 

^ PCGS  Population:  5;  4 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

L/v 'Briggs  1-A.  “Obverse  1-44  recut  at  lower  side  of crosslets.  Stars  one 

to  si.x  and  nine  to  12  recut.  Raised  horizontal  bars  in  dentils  below  base 
of  1 and  8 possibly  tops  of  extra  1 and  8.  Reverse  A-Large  O mintmark, 
high  and  perfectly  centered  in  crotch,  slight  tilt  left;  left  side  of  mintmark 
over  right  side  ofR.  Lowest  horizontal  line  extends  into  left  feathers.”  The 
present  writer  also  notes  heavy  thatches  of  horizontal  raised  die  lines  in  the 
protective  crook  of  Liberty’s  arm,  as  well  as  at  her  elbow  across  the  drapery. 
Rarity-6+  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005407 
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Trio  of  PCGS-certified  Liberty  Seated  quarters,  each  a plate 
coin  in  the  Briggs  reference:  ☆ 1846  AU-58.  Satiny  lilac-gray  ☆ 
1847  Doubled  Die  Reverse.  AU-53.  Lustrous,  largely  brilhant.  Bold 
doubling  at  UNITED  and  QUAR.  DOL.  and  other  adjacent  areas 
☆ 1849  AU-50.  Lustrous,  largely  brilliant.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection.  650 


Choice  Uncirculated  1847  Quarter 

Stray  8 in  Rock  Variety 
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1847  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous  and  satiny  specimen  with  a 
whisper  here  and  there  of  pale  golden  toning.  Nicely  struck  and 
more  elusive  in  Uncirculated  than  its  mintage  of  734,000  pieces 
suggests.  Devoid  of  all  but  a few  tiny,  scattered  marks,  with  no 
heavy  visual  distractions  present.  Scarce  and  popular  variety  with 
the  base  of  an  errant  8 in  the  base  of  the  rock  above  the  existing  8 
in  the  date. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

Briggs  3-C.  “A  fairly  common  coin  in  low  grades  up  to  EF.  AU  is  scarce. 
Uncirculated  is  rare.”  Rariry-6  as  Uncirculated.  From  a fairly  late  state  ot 
the  obverse  die,  not  referred  to  in  the  Briggs  reference.  Several  cracks  are 
on  the  verge  of  prominence,  including  one  that  runs  front  rim  above  star 
8,  through  that  star  and  across  the  cap  to  star  9,  then  up  to  the  rim  .tgain. 
Other  cracks  can  be  seen  diagonally  downward  to  each  end  ot  the  rock,  and 
from  there  down  to  the  bottom  of  the  date  numerals. 

PCGS  #005410 
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Choice  Mint  State  1847-0  Quarter 

Briggs  Plate  Coin 

Among  Three  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


339  1847-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny,  lustrous  surfaces  are  ablaze  with 
rich  rose  and  heather  toning  highlights.  The  strike  is  bold  for  the 
date  with  essentially  complete  details  in  all  quarters.  Much  more  rare 
in  Mint  State  grades  than  its  mintage  of  368,000  pieces  indicates. 
Indeed,  at  the  time  of  publication  in  (1991),  the  Briggs  reference 
noted  that  the  present  coin,  the  plate  coin,  was  “Unique  in  Un- 
circulated.” Since  that  time  a few  other  Mint  State  examples  of  the 
date  have  surfaced,  though  not  very  many.  One  of  the  highlights  of 
this  Liberty  Seated  quarter  offering,  a coin  that  is  certain  to  attract 
serious  bidding  activity. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  {MS-64). 

Briggs  1-A.  Called  “Unique”  in  the  Briggs  reference  in  Uncirculated, 
in  light  of  today’s  third-party  grading  population  information,  we  suspect 
the  date  is  Rarity-6+  or  so. 

From  the  Fro^  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005411 

340  1848/1848  AU-55  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with  faim  cmmpagne 
highlights  on  both  sides.  Somewhat  reflective  in  the  fields,  a few 
faint  hairlines  present.  Some  light,  scattered  marks  are  also  noted, 
none  that  beckon  immediately  to  the  viewer’s  eye.  Repunched  date 
numerals  as  seen  in  every  genuine  1848  quarter;  no  “normal  date” 
example  of  this  issue  has  ever  surfaced.  On  a more  esoteric  note, 
the  date  close-iip  of  this  specimen  was  used  in  the  Briggs  reference 
on  the  series. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  7 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  “Obverse  1-Large  and  sharply  doubled  date  to  left  of 
original  digits.  Slopes  up  left  to  right.  Reverse  A-compass  point  reverse. 
Circular  incomplete  area  at  top  of  first  set  of  vertical  lines  at  horizontal  hnc 
juncture.”  Rarity-5  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005412 


341  1849-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  A splendid  example  of  a rare  date,  an 

issue  that  saw  an  estimated  mintage  ofjust  16,000  pieces.  Somewhat 
reflective  fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs  display  rich  orange,  deep 
gold,  carmine,  and  violet  iridescence,  the  toning  marginally  deeper 
on  the  reverse.  Another  nice  coin  that  was  used  as  the  plate  piece 
in  the  oft-quoted  Briggs  reference.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  a 
visually  exciting  coin  with  a few  faint,  well-hidden  marks  noted  for 
accuracy.  PCGS  has  not  certified  a Mint  State  1849-0  quarter  to 
date.  Essentially  as  nice  as  you’re  apt  to  find  in  today’s  numismatic 
marketplace. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  none  finer. 

Briggs  1-A.  “Comes  well  struck  for  an  early  New  Orleans  coins.  Stars 
on  left  are  sharp,  wltile  stars  on  right  weak.  Rare  in  grades  up  to  VF;  very 
rare  in  EF  and  extremely  rare  AU  or  better.”  Rarity-6+  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005414 


342  1850  AU-58  (PCGS).  Sultry  steel  gray  with  distinctive  olive  and 

pale  gold  highlights,  nice  underlying  lustre.  Unusual  variety  with 
base  of  errant  numeral  1 in  dentils  beneath  the  existing  1 in  the 
date.  Sharp  and  appealing,  and  suitable  for  practically  any  collection 
of  Liberty  Seated  quarters. 

Briggs  1-A.  “Obverse  1 -extra  1 punched  in  dentils  below  left  base 
of  1.  Plainly  seen  even  on  low-grade  e.xamples.  Reverse  A-thin  letters. 
AM  connected.  RI  barely  touch.  Several  flecks  of  die  rust  around  devices. 
Most  noticeable  around  arrow  tips;  field  between  leaf  and  QU;  both  As  of 
AMERICA.”  Rarity-4  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005415 
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Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 
Briggs  Reference  Plate  Coin 
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1850-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  and  largely  brilliant  with 
warm  champagne  highlights  on  both  sides.  Somewhat  reflective  in 
the  fields  with  frosted  motifs  that  exhibit  signs  of  die  roughness  no 
doubt  caused  by  the  salty  atmosphere  in  New  Orleans.  A pleasing 
piece  that  was  selected  as  the  plate  coin  in  the  Briggs  reference, 
which  calls  this  date  “very  scarce  in  nice  AU,  rare  in  Uncirculated.” 
A nice  opportunity  awaits  an  attentive  Liberty  Seated  quarter  en- 
thusiast. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  12  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Briags  1-A.  Rarity-5  as  EE/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005416 


Choice  AU  1851-0  Quarter 

Briggs  Plate  Coin 


344  1851-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Satiny,  lightly  reflective  fields  and  mod- 

estly frosted  motifs  display  strong  lustre,  much  mint  brilliance,  and 
a pale  wash  offaint  champagnejust  beginning  on  both  sides.  Nicely 
struck  for  the  date,  the  obverse  somewhat  weak  at  the  star  centers, 
the  reverse  bold  in  all  areas.  Undeniably  choice  for  the  grade;  a 
few  faint  hairlines  are  present,  but  no  deep  gouges  or  otherwise 
distracting  marks  are  noted.  Rarer  than  its  mintage  of 88,000  pieces 
suggests,  especially  at  AU  as  here. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  5 finer  (MS-62  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  “Scarce  in  all  grades  up  to  VF,  EE  very  scarce,  AU  rare,  and 
Uncirculated  very  rare.”  Rarity-5+  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005418 


345  1852  MS-63  (PCGS).  A satiny  specimen  with  intense  cartwheel 

lustre  that  supports  lively  and  lovely  deep  champagne  toning.  A 
sharply  struck  specimen  with  bold  details  present  in  all  areas  of  the 
design.  Scarcer  in  Mint  State  than  its  mintage  of  177,060  circula- 
tion strike  implies,  “many  probably  melted  in  1853  silver  melt,”  as 
noted  in  the  Briggs  reference,  which  also  notes  that  Uncirculated 
examples  of  this  date  are  typically  “well  struck  and  very  satiny,” 
which  certainly  fits  the  present  example. 

Briggs  2-B.  From  a late  state  of  Reverse  B not  noted  in  the  Briggs 
reference.  Here  several  peripheral  die  cracks  run  through  the  legends,  most 
notably  a crack  from  the  rim  above  U through  the  tops  of  UNIT,  then 
downward  through  the  bottom  of  ED,  then  upward  again  to  the  dentils 
as  well  as  across  the  top  of  ST  and  then  to  the  dentils  again.  Another 
crack  ascends  from  the  dentils  through  the  top  of  A and  bottom  of  M in 
AMERICA.  Ranty-4+  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005419 

/ 

Choice  Uncirculated  1852-0  Quarter  Rarity 

Perhaps  Finest  Known 


346  1852-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  A high  degree  of  lustre  spins  broadly 

across  satiny  silver  surfaces  that  support  a nuance  of  laint  champagne. 
Unquestionably  choice  Mint  State  in  spite  of  obverse  weakness  at 
the  top  and  corresponding  weakness  at  the  reverse  bottom.  Much 
rarer  than  its  mintage  of 96,000  pieces  indicates,  this  date  was  called 
“rare  to  non-existent  in  grades  EF  or  better”  in  the  Britos  reference. 
A truly  splendid  opportunity  to  obtain  the  finest-certified  PCGS 
example  of  this  rare  date. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Briggs  1-A.  Reverse  die  also  used  for  1851-0,  Briggs  1-A.  Rarip-?' 
as  Uncirculated. 

Front  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005420 


74 


Ameirican  Numismaek:  Rarihes 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


347 


Famous  1853/53  No  Arrows  250 

Briggs  Reference  Plate  Coin 


1853/53  No  Arrows.  AU-55  (PCGS).  A gorgeously  toned  speci- 
men with  rich  underlying  lustre  that  supports  attractive  gold,  rose, 
and  peach  on  the  obverse,  with  lively  sea  green  and  gold  on  the 
reverse.  Broad  repunching  seen  at  53  in  date,  a notable  characteristic 
of  genuine  1853  No  Arrows  quarters.  Nicely  struck,  lightly  circu- 
lated, relatively  free  of  serious  marks.  A popular  date,  an  issue  that 
saw  just  44,200  circulation  strikes  produced.  The  present  coin  is  a 
lovely  survivor  from  that  small  mintage,  one  that  would  do  justice 
to  any  high-quality  Liberty  Seated  quarter  collection,  especially 
those  collections  that  favor  richly  toned  coins. 

Briggs  1-A.  “Commonly  referred  to  in  albums  and  reference  books  as 
1853/2.  This  statement  is  definitely  erroneous  as  it  is  clearly  1853/53.  Coin 
is  very  scarce,  but  rarest  at  both  ends  of  the  spectrum,  Good  or  AU/Uncir- 
culated.  Most  melted  in  1853  as  silver  value  was  greater  than  the  face  value 
of  the  coin.”  Rarity-5+  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Rtiti  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005421 


348  PCGS-certified  Liberty  Seated  quarter  threesome,  each 
photographed  for  the  Briggs  reference:  ☆ 1853  Arrows  and  Rays. 
AU-55.  Sharp,  satiny,  and  lustrous  wdth  a hint  of  faint  champagne 

☆ 1854  Arrows.  AU-50.  Medium  slate  gray  with  lighter  high  points 

☆ 1858-0  AU-50.  Medium  golden  gray.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Riin  Farm  Collection. 


350  1854-0  Arrows.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Strong  underlying  lustre  glows 

beneath  pale  champagne  highlights.  This  particular  example  was 
chosen  to  illustrate  this  popular  issue  in  the  Briggs  Encyclopedia. 
Some  scattered  hairlines  and  few  light  marks  are  the  only  conse- 
quences of  this  coin’s  brief  stay  in  circulation.  A pleasing  example 
of  the  date  and  grade  combination. 

Briggs  2-E.  Large  O mintmark,  die  scratch  in  dentil  above  ATE  in 
STATES.  Rarity-4+  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005433 


351  1855  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A satiny  Mint  State  example  of  this 

popular  issue,  a coin  with  strong  lustre  and  rich  golden  hues  present 
on  both  sides.  Some  striking  weakness  at  the  top  of  Liberty’s  head 
and  correspondingly  near  the  bottom  of  the  eagle  on  the  reverse, 
but  still  fairly  sharp  in  all  other  areas.  Another  lovely  coin  that  was 
selected  as  a plate  piece  in  the  Briggs  reference. 

Briggs  1-A.  “A  very  common  date  in  grades  Good  to  VF,  although  scarce 
in  VF-AU  and  very  scarce  in  Uncirculated.”  Rariry-5  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005435 


Choice  AU  1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays  250 
Briggs  Reference  Plate  Coin 


349  1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  gold 

surfaces  with  modestly  reflective  fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs. 
Devoid  of  all  but  the  most  trivial  hairlines,  and  choice  as  such. 
Peripheral  die  crack  unites  stars  and  date.  Scarcer  in  Mint  State 
than  its  mintage  of  more  then  1.3  million  pieces  indicates,  and 
certainly  far,  far  scarcer  than  its  Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart. 
Another  lovely  coin  that  saw  duty  as  the  plate  photo  in  the  Briggs 
reference.  A delightful,  attractive  alternative  to  an  Uncirculated 
1853-0  Arrows  quarter. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  10  finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  “Large  O mintmark  without  rays  running  through  mint- 
mark.”  Rarity-4+  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005428 


352  1855-0  Arrows.  AU  details  (NCS),  “whizzed.”  Unnaturally  bright 

from  an  old  cleaning  and  burnishing,  though  “whizzed”  as  noted 
on  the  label  not  the  case  here.  Rather,  the  fields  have  been  heav- 
ily burnished  in  places  probably  to  remove  some  sort  of  graffiti  or 
heavy  scratches,  a heavy  portion  of  which  still  remains.  However, 
no  rim  of  extra  metal  build-up  can  be  found  anywhere  on  the  design 
details,  which  would  definitely  point  to  “whizzed”  surfaces. 

Briggs  1-A.  Rarity-6  as  EF/AU.  - 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005436 


353 


1855-S  Arrows.  AU-53  (PCGS) . Warm  golden  gray  with  varUng 
shades  oflilac,  blue,  and  gold  on  the  obverse,  mainly  rich  champagne 
on  the  reverse.  Some  striking  weakness,  as  is  Rqaically  seen  in  this 
first  quarter  dollar  issue  from  the  fledgling  San  Francisco  Mint.  A 
few  well-hidden  marks  are  scattered  here  and  there,  mentioned 
solely  for  accuracy,  none  overly  distracting  in  nature. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  13  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  Rarity-4+  as  EF/AU.  flOO 

hrom  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #()()5437 
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American  Numismatic  Rarities 


The  Rober  e Michael  Prescott  Collection 


354  1856  MS-65  (PCGS).  A sharply  struck  and  highly  lustrous  gem 
with  frosty  surfaces  and  a nuance  of  faint  champagne.  Quite  scarce 
in  gem  condition  despite  the  fact  that  nearly  7.3  million  examples 
of  the  date  were  produced.  The  present  gem,  an  eye-pleaser  in  all 
regards,  holds  up  well  to  the  rigors  of  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  II;  8 finer  (aU  MS-66). 

The  Briggs  reference  notes:  “One  of  the  most  common  Seated  quarters. 
A life  study  could  be  made  of  this  year  alone  as  72  pairs  of  dies  were  prepared 
for  use  this  year  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint!  Many  other  minor  positional  va- 
rieties seen.”  The  present  die  pair  has  no  match  in  the  Briggs  reference,  but 
as  noted  describing  the  obverse  and  reverse  dies  of  this  date  could  become 
a lifelong  project.  We  note  here  that  the  present  coin  exhibits  a network  of 
tine  die  cracks  among  the  first  five  obverse  stars. 

PCGS  #005438 

355  Four  PCGS-certified  AU-58  Liberty  Seated  quarters,  all  plate 
coins  in  the  Briggs  reference:  ☆ 1856.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  deep 
golden  toning  ☆ 1857.  Pale  champagne  hues  on  lustrous  surfaces 
☆ 1859.  Mainly  brilliant  with  a whisper  of  faint  gold  ☆ 1861.  Pale 
golden  gray  with  fiery  orange  taking  hold  at  the  rims.  Four  nice 
coins.  (Total;  4 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 


356  1856-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Satiny  underlying  lustre  on  golden  gray 

surfaces  with  rich  iridescent  splashes  of  violet  and  gunmetal-blue. 
Nicely  struck  for  the  date  with  just  some  good  old-fashioned  wear 
accounting  for  any  design  weakness. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  7 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  “Overall  a very  well  struck  coin  for  a New  Orleans  issue. 
Weakness  or  irregularities  usually  seen  in  striking  ofobver.se  stars  and  top 
of  Liberty’s  head.  Common  in  lower  grades  up  to  EF;  very  scarce  in  AU, 
and  rare  in  Uncirculated.”  Karity-4+  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Rim  Farm  Collection.  ^ ^ 

PCGS  #005439 


Frosty  Gem  1856  Quarter 


357  1856-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  medium  steel  gray  with  deep 
sea  green,  gold,  and  electric  blue  toning  highlights  on  both  sides. 
Sharply  struck  for  the  date  with  bold  detail  in  all  places.  This  at- 
tractive specimen  saw  service  as  the  Briggs  plate  coin  in  the  Liberty 
Seated  quarter  reference.  Considerably  scarcer  than  its  mintage  of 
286,000  pieces  indicates,  especially  at  Mint  State,  as  here. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  2 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  “Scarce  in  all  grades  up  to  VF;  EF  very  scarce,  AU  rare  and 
Uncirculated  .very  rare.”  Rarity-6+  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005440 

358  1857-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustrous  surfaces  with  a nuance 
of  faint  rose  and  gold,  somewhat  lighter  on  the  obverse  than  on 
the  reverse.  Another  of  the  many  quality  Liberty  Seated  quarters 
in  this  paKticular  section  that  served  as  a plate  coin  in  the  Briggs 
reference.  A fairly  scarce  date  in  AU  or  finer,  despite  the  mintage 
of  nearly  1.2  million  pieces.  The  Briggs  reference  notes  “This  year 
is  available  in  all  grades  quite  readily  up  to  EF;  AU  coins  are  very 
scarce  and  Uncirculated  coins  are  rare.”  Another  nice  opportunity 
for  interested  Liberty  Seated  quarter  specialists. 

PCGS  Population:  5 1 1 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  Rariry-4  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005443 


Mint  State  1856-S  Quarter 
Briggs  Plate  Coin 

Among  Four  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


AmF.RK.'AN  NuMISMAI'U'  Rarlfii  s 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


359  1857-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Strong  underlying  lustre  bolsters  rich 

and  varied  hues  of  gold  on  both  sides  of  this  nicely  struck  early  San 
Francisco  Mint  issue.  Used  as  the  Briggs  plate  coin  to  illustrate  the 
date  (page  1 17).  Just  82,000  examples  of  the  date  were  struck,  and 
not  many  surviving  specimens  from  that  mintage  measure  up  to 
the  quality  offered  here. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  8 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Briggs  1 -A.  “Scarcer  than  the  previous  two  S mints,  although  obtainable 
with  patience  in  all  grades  up  to  AU.”  Rarity-4  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005444 


360  Trio  ofbranch  mint  quarters:  ☆ 1858-S  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  of 

EF-45,  cleaned  and  scratched  ☆ 1859-0  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of 
AU-58,  cleaned  ☆ 1859-S  Net  VF-30;  sharpness  ofEF-40,  cleaned 
and  scratched.  (Total:  3 pieces)  ^ QOO 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

361  Quartette  of  quarters  certified  AU-58  by  PCGS:  ☆ 1860. 
Highly  lustrous  pale  silver  gray.  Briggs  plate  coin.  ☆ 1861.  Deeply 
toned  in  varied  shades  of  lustrous  electric  violet  and  blue  ☆ 1862. 
Varied  soft  peach  and  gold  hues  on  sariny,  lustrous  surfaces.  Briggs 
plate  coin.  ☆ 1865  Repunched  1.  Sparkling  silver  gray  with  rich 
medium  gold  highlights.  Briggs  obverse  plate.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection.  0 0 ^ 

362  1860-0  AU-58  (PCGS).  Satiny  silver  surfaces  with  warm  overlay 

of  golden  hues.  Another  photogenic  coin  that  served  as  the  Briggs 
plate  specimen.  Nicely  struck  with  full  details,  sharp  everywhere, 
showing  just  a modicum  of  faint  wear.  Readily  available  in  most 
grades  up  to  EF,  though  the  date  becomes  somewhat  scarce  in  AU 
or  finer.  f i R 

Briggs  1 -A.  Rarity-4  as  EF/AU.  ” (J  W 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005452 


364 


363  1860-S  AU  details  (NCS),  “improperly  cleaned.”  Medium  steel 

gray  with  rich  iridescent  lilac  and  faint  golden  highlights.  Lightly 
cleaned  some  time  ago,  long  since  naturally  retoned.  The  Briggs 
plate  coin.  From  a mintage  of  just  56,000  pieces,  most  of  which 
saw  heavy  circulation  out  west. 

Bri^s  1-A.  “A  very  scarce  coin  in  all  grades.  Usually  seen  in  grades  of 
Good  to  Fine  with  some  sort  of  problem;  VF  coins  are  very  scarce,  EF  coins 
are  rare,  and  AU  coins  extremely  rare.  Rarity-6+  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005453 


Frosty  Gem  Uncirculated  1861  Quarter 


1861  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny,  frosty  gem,  sharply  struck  from 
faintly  clashed  dies.  A wealth  of  underlying  lustre  supports  pale 
champagne  highlights.  Absolutely  choice  and  as  nice  as  any  MS-65 
quarter  of  the  date  could  possibly  be. 

Briggs-undetermined.  Some  75  obverse  and  80  reverse  dies  were 
prepared  this  year,  the  present  die  pair  being  one  of  virtually  countless 
combinations  as  yet  undescribed. 

PCGS  #005454  ^ ^ 
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The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


Important  1861-S  Quarter  Rarity 
Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 
Briggs  Plate  Coin 


365 


(2x  photo) 

1861-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Satiny  underlying  lustre  supports  faint 
rose  and  gold  on  the  obverse,  with  deeper  hues  ofboth  colors  found 
on  the  reverse.  Sharply  struck  for  the  most  part,  though  a hint  of 
weakness  can  be  seen  in  a few  obverse  stars  and  elsewhere.  Yet 
another  Briggs  plate  coin,  seemingly  a commonplace  occurrence 
with  this  in-depth  collection.  Devoid  of  serious  marks,  equally  free 
of  hairlines  and  other  tiny  distractions.  Considerably  scarcer  at  EF  or 
finer  than  its  already  modest  mintage  of  96,000  pieces  indicates. 
PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

Briggs  1-A.  “Obverse  1 -juncture  ofvertical  Line  10  and  lowest  liorizontal 
line  has  a diagonal  die  scratch  extending  to  top  horizontal  line  of  shield. 
Vertical  line  eight  extends  through  bottom  of  shield  to  bottom  of  rock. 
Reverse  A-Spider  cracks  encompass  the  entire  reverse;  heaviest  at  middle  of 
Q,  leaf  tips,  bottom  of  UNTIED  STATES  and  AMERIC,  top  of  QUAR. 
DO.”  Rarity-6  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Froit)  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005455  ^ f 
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Choice  AU  1862-S  Quarter 
Briggs  Reference  Plate  Specimen 
Among  Dozen  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


366 


1862-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Robust  cartwheel  lustre  supports  rich  and 
varied  hues  ol  gold,  peach,  and  faint  umber  on  both  sides.  Nicely 
struck  with  only  a touch  of  weakness  toward  the  top  of  the  obverse. 
A coin  with  a lot  of  character  and  eye  appeal,  one  that  definitely 
deserved  to  be  a plate  coin  in  the  Briggs  reference.  A fairly  rare  date 


368 


369 


in  all  grades,  an  issue  that  was  produced  to  the  tune  ofjust  67,000 
pieces,  many  of  which  circulated  heavily  in  San  Francisco. 

PCCiS  Population:  4;  8 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Briggs  1 -A.  “A  very  scarce  coin  in  all  grades.  A well  struck  issue  except 
for  stars  and  top  of  Liberty’s  head.  Usually  seen  in  low  grades  and  with 
problems  of  some  sort.  Available  in  grades  up  to  VF  with  httle  difficulty;  EF, 
very  scarce;  AU,  rare;  Uncirculated  very  rare.”  Rarity-5+  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Fro<^  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005457 

1863  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fustrous  reflective  fields  and  lightly  frosted 
motifs  with  an  even  mi.\  of  pale  gold  and  rose  highlights.  Chosen  as 
the  Briggs  plate  coin,  and  with  good  reason — this  is  a delightfully 
choice  example  of  the  date  and  grade. 

Briggs  1-A.  “Notch  in  upper  left  side  of  1 below  serif,  which  is  very 
thin.  Rarity-4  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frotr  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005458 


1864  MS-62  (PCGS).  A satiny  and  lustrous  specimen  with  mildly 
reflective  fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs.  Faint  golden  highlights 
grace  both  sides  of  this  sharply  struck  specimen,  a coin  that  bespeaks 
a much  finer  grade  to  the  unaided  eye.  Curiously  enough,  just  the 
obnerse  of  this  particular  specimen  was  used  as  the  plate  coin  in  the 
Briggs  reference.  A popular  low-mintage  issue,  a date  that  sawjust 
93,130  circulation  strikes. 

Briggs  1-A.  “Two  die  lumps  on  Liberty’s  left  thigh;  light  crack  through 
top  of  UNITED,  base  of  DOT.  QUAR.  DOL.  is  lightly  recut,  all  verticals 
lightly  recut.”  In  the  present  die  state,  the  taint  die  crack  at  the  base  of 
DOL.  is  present,  though  it  has  not  yet  extended  to  the  tops  of  UNITED. 
Rarity-5  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Fro^c;  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005459 


1864  Proof-64  (NGC).  Deeply  toned  with  varying  degrees  of 
electric  blue,  violet,  and  rose.  One  of  only  470  Proofs  of  the  date 
struck,  the  second  lowest  Proof  mintage  of  the  denomination, 
1859-1891. 

Briggs  3-C. 

PCGS  #005560 
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American  Ni'mismalu:  Rarihes 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


Choice  AU  1864-S  250  Rarity 

Briggs  Plate  Coin 

Among  Five  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 

370  1864-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  A medium  pearlescent  gray  example  of 


this  low-mintage  date,  a satiny  coin  with  warm  rose  and  golden 
highlights,  with  plenty  ol  mint  brilliance  in  the  protected  areas. 
Sharply  struck  and  ever-so-close  to  Mint  State.  Devoid  of  serious 
marks,  as  befits  a coin  that  made  its  photographic  debut  in  the  Briggs 
reference.  From  a small  mintage  for  the  date  of 20,000  pieces,  and 
a careful  examination  should  reveal  that  the  present  coin  is  easily 
among  the  finest  1864-S  quarter  dollars  extant. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  3 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  “A  rare  date  that  is  in  great  demand.  Most  pieces  seen  are 
low  grade  coins,  AG  to  VF;  EF  and  better  are  extremely  rare.  Repunched 
1 plainly  visible,  even  on  low-grade  coins.  Should  help  in  determining  any 
P-mint  coins  with  an  added  mintmark.”  Rarity  6+  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Fro£  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005460 


371  1865-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  A high  degree  oflustre  expands  broadly 

beneath  faint  rose,  pale  champagne,  and  lively  heather  highlights. 
A sharply  struck  survivor  from  a mintage  of 41,000  pieces,  the  vast 
majority  of  which  saw  heavy  duty  in  western  commerce.  As  noted 
in  the  Briggs  reference,  this  date  is  “Usually  seen  in  lower  grades. 
Good  to  VF;  EF  scarce,  AU  rare,  and  Uncirculated  quite  rare.” 
Repunched  18  in  date,  a noted  diagnostic  for  this  rarity. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  10  finer  (MS-66  finest) 

Briggs  1-A.  “1 8 is  repunched  south,  the  doubling  showing  at  their  bases. 
Exact  same  reverse  die  as  1864-S  Reverse  A.”  Rarity-6+  as  Uncirculated. 
From  the  Fro^  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005462 
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Choice  AU  1866  With  Motto  250 

Briggs  Reference  Plate  Coin 


1866  Motto.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Medium  steel  gray  with  reflective 
surfices,  lightly  textured  motifs,  and  wisps  of  deeper  gray  in  places. 
Used  as  Briggs  reference  plate  coin.  A few  faint  hairlines  are  noted, 
though  other  marks  are  negligible.  Somewhat  lightly  struck  at  the 
center,  as  typical  for  this  first  date  of  the  denomination  to  bear  our 
nation’s  motto,  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,  as  part  its  regular  design. 
From  a mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  16,025  circulation  strikes. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  18  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  “This  date  is  quite  rare  in  all  grades,  with  more  VG  and 
Fine  coins  seen  than  any  other  grade,  and  is  a date  in  great  demand.”  Rar- 
ity-6  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Froj^  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005468 


373 


Scarce  1866-S  With  Motto  250 

Briggs  Plate  Coin 


1866-S  AUdetaUs  (NCS),  ‘ ‘improperly  cleaned.”  Medium  golden 
gray  with  some  deeper  golden  toning.  Lightly  cleaned  long  ago,  as 
noted,  now  long  since  naturally  retoned.  Indeed,  we  have  seen  tar 
worse  than  the  present  coin  in  “non-problem”  holders,  so  careful 
examination  of  this  specimen  is  recommended.  Diagnostic  raised 
diagonal  line  in  lower  loop  ofS  mintmark.  A scarce  date;  just  28,000 
quarter  dollars  with  the  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  were  struck 
in  San  Francisco  in  1866. 

Briggs  1-A.  “Scarce  coin  in  all  grades,  becomes  aggressively  rarer  the 
higher  the  grade.  Usually  well  struck.”  Rarity-5  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frott  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005469 


374  1867  MS-62  (PCGS).  Fully  prooflike  with  reflective  fields  and 

frosted  motifs  that  display  faint,  even  champagne  toning  highlights. 
A sharply  struck  survivor  from  a small  mintage  for  the  date  that 
consisted  ofjust  20,000  circulation  strikes.  A close-up  ot  the  date 
of  this  specimen  was  used  as  a point  ot  reference  in  the  Briggs 
Encyclopedia. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  5 finer  (MS-64  finest). 
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The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


Briijgs  1-A.  “BEK  on  ribbon  as  well  as  central  portion  (stomach)  of 
Liberrs-  ground  down,  making  it  faint  and  eventu,illy  invisible  in  tliese  areas.” 
In  otlier  words,  heavy  polish  on  the  obverse.  Karity-6  as  Uncirculated. 
Fnm  the  Rttn  Farm  Collcctioti. 

I'CGS  #005470 


Finest  PCGS-Certified  1867-S  25^ 
Another  Briggs  Plate  Coin 
Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


378 


375  1867-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny,  lustrous  surfaces  support  varied 
heliotrope  hues  on  the  obverse,  with  rich  crimson  and  electric  blue 
highlights  on  the  reverse.  From  a modest  mintage  ofjust  48,000 
pieces.  In  our  opinion  the  present  specimen  is  visually  and  physically 
finer  than  MS-62  implies,  perhaps  here  the  classic  case  of  “PQ.” 
Be  that  as  it  may,  this  rarity  vtill  certainly  stir  the  fires  of  bidding 
competition  when  it  crosses  the  auction  block. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

Briggs  1-A.  “Very  scarce  coin  in  all  grades,  though  available  through 
patience  up  to  EE;  AU  coins  are  very  rare.  Uncirculated  coins  extremely 
rare.”  Rarity-7  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Rim  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005471 

376  1868  AU-58  (PCGS).  Reflective  fields  and  frosty  surfaces  display 
rich  violet  and  rose  highlights.  Another  fine  and  lovely  coin  that 
served  as  a plate  coin  in  the  Briggs  Encyclopedia.  From  a modest 
mintage  for  the  date  of  29,400  circulation  strikes.  A few  faint 
hairlines  present,  otherwise  undoubtedly  AU-cjuahty. 

Briggs  t-A.  Rarity-5  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005472 


Elusive  1868-S  Quarter 

Briggs  Reference  Plate  Coin 


377  1868-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Strong  supportive  lustre  ca.scades  beneath 

deep  opalescent  golden  gray  surfaces;  some  deeper  gray  toning  can 
be  seen,  especially  on  the  reverse.  Scarcer  than  is  generally  con- 
ceded, certainly  scarcer  than  its  mintage  of 96,000  pieces  indicates. 
Photographed  for  reference  in  the  Briggs  Encyclopedia. 

PCCiS  Population;  2;  6 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  “Available  in  grades  up  to  EF;  AUs  are  rare;  Uncirculated 
very  rare."  Rarity-5  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  CAillection. 

PCGS  #005473 
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Choice  Uncirculated  1869  Quarter 

Briggs  Encyclopedia  Plate  Coin 


1869  MS-63  (PCGS).  A fully  prooflike  specimen  with  highly 
reflective  fields  and  lightly  frosted  motifs.  The  devices  are  sharply 
struck  while  the  eye  appeal  is  choice  for  the  assigned  grade.  A tiny 
toning  spot  at  Liberty’s  lap  definitely  identifies  this  as  the  Briggs 
plate  coin.  From  a small  mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  16,000  circula- 
tion strikes.  Larry  Briggs  called  this  date  “Very  scarce  to  rare  in  all 
grades”  in  his  Encyclopedia  (1991).  Not  much  has  changed  in  the 
ensuing  14  years,  as  revealed  by  the  PCGS  Population  Report,  see 
below.  Definitely  worthy  of  serious  pursuit. 

PCGS  Population;  5;  4 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  Rarity-7  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005474 


Elusive  1869-S  Quarter 

Among  10  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 
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1869-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  Satiny  pale  champagne  surfaces  with 
active,  enchanting  lustre.  From  a late  state  of  the  obverse  die,  with 
heavy  die  breaks  obvious  among  the  obverse  stars.  Devoid  of  all 
but  some  trivial  marks,  fresh  and  choice  at  just  AU-55. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  8 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  “Extra  top  of  9 inside  lower  loop  of  9.  Also  tops  of  e.xtra 
8 6 seen  in  dentils  below  right  sides  of  8 6 in  date.  This  is  on  all  1869-S 
coins.”  Rarity-5+  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005475 

1870  Net  MS-60,  sharpness  of  MS-62,  lightly  cleaned  some  time 
ago,  now  softly  and  naturally  retoning.  Another  Briggs  Encyclopedia 
plate  coin.  Portrait  of  Liberty  heavily  rusted. 

Briggs  1-A.  “Rarity  increases  with  grade,  only  one  die  (pair]  seen.” 
Rarity-6  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005476 


So 
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Rare  and  Important  1870-CC  Quarter 


381  1870-CC  VF-20  (PCGS).  Pale  golden  gray  widi  some  deeper 

tones  on  the  high  points.  Some  faint  marks  present,  none  of  them 
serious  or  overbearing,  their  appearance  considerably  softer  than 
might  be  expected  for  a coin  that  spent  a good  length  of  time  in 
circulation.  “Considered  to  be  the  rarest  date  in  the  series,”  or  so 
noted  Larry  Briggs  in  his  Encyclopedia.  One  of  just  8,340  quarter 
dollars  minted  at  Carson  City  in  1870,  and  as  noted  earlier,  one  of 
the  most  important  key  dates  among  19th-century  quarter  dollars. 
We  suggest  a careftil  examination  is  order,  for  the  quality  of  the 
piece  is  certainly  “top-notch”  for  the  assigned  grade.  PCGS  has 
not  certified  a Mint  State  example  of  this  date  as  of  this  writing. 

PCGS  Population:  11  (VG  to  VF);  8 finer  (AU-55  finest). 

Brisgs  1-A.  Rarity-6  as  F/VF. 

From  the  Fro^^  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005477 


382  1871  MS-62  (PCGS).  Lustrous  deep  smoky  gold  on  the  obverse, 

brighter  gold  mingles  with  rich  electric  blue  on  the  reverse.  Nicely 
struck  in  all  quarters.  A lovely  coin  for  the  grade,  with  the  overall 
appearance  of  a much  finer  designation;  even  careful  scrutiny  fiils 
to  reveal  any  marks  that  would  cause  a bidder’s  eye  to  linger. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  11  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Briggs  2-B.  “Curved  die  scratch  on  the  right  elhow,  near  elbow  drapery 
juncture.  Two  heavy  die  scratches  between  IN  of  the  mOtto,  connecting 
them.”  Rarity-5  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection.  \ 


PCGS  #005478 


Important  1871-CC  Quarter  Rarity 

Among  Three  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


383  1871-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Smoky  golden  gray  with  gold  and 

amber  in  the  recessed  areas  of  the  obverse,  plenty  oflustre  and  faint 
champagne  toning  on  the  reverse.  Nicely  struck  though  lightly 
worn  from  its  brief  stay  in  circulation.  The  surfaces  are  free  of 
marks  of  consequence,  making  the  present  specimen  all  the  more 
important;  this  date  is  often  found  in  much  lower  grade  and  with 
many  surface  problems.  From  a mintage  ofjust  10,890  pieces,  struck 
during  the  second  year  of  the  denomination  from  the  Carson  City 
Mint.  As  the  Briggs  reference  notes:  “Rarely  seen  above  VG,  with 
most  pieces  seen  being  Good  or  worse.  Nice  specimens  command  a 
premium  when  available.”  When  the  bidding  activity  begins,  please 
keep  in  mind  what  Larry  Briggs  had  to  say,  for  this  is  truly  a “nice 
specimen.” 

PCGS  Population:  1;  2 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  “First  1 is  tripled  punched  with  undertypes  showing  below 
the  base  and  serif  of  the  1.  The  second  1 is  triple  punched,  but  with  the  un- 
dertype  showing  above  the  base  and  serif  of  the  1.”  Rarity-6+  as  EF/AU. 

PCGS  #00.5479 
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(2x  photo) 

384  1871-CC  AU  details  (NCS),  “improperly  cleaned.”  Medium 

smoky  golden  gray  with  some  deeper  highlights  at  the  rims.  Cleaned 
some  time  ago  though  now  naturally  retoning,  the  old  cleaning 
scarcely  noticeable  without  magnification.  Worth  examining, 
particularly  if  this  popular  Carson  City  rarity  is  on  your  want  list. 

Briggs  1-A.  Rarity-6+  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005479 


385  1871-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  silver  gray  with  rich 
rose  and  golden  overtones.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date.  Another 
photogenic  quarter  dollar  immortalized  in  the  Briggs  reference. 
From  a modest  mintage  ofjust  30,900  pieces. 

PCGS  Population;  4;  10  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  “Usually  seen  in  AG  to  VG  or  VF  to  EF.  AUs  are  rare  and 
Uncirculated  quite  rare.”  Rarity-7  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005480 

386  Trio  of  PCGS-certified  quarters,  all  having  served  as  plate  coins 
in  the  Briggs  reference:  ☆ 1872  AU-50.  Lustrous  pale  silver  with 
faint  golden  highlights  ☆ 1877-CC  AU-58.  Frosty,  lustrous,  choice 
☆ 1879  AU-53.  Fiery  peach,  rose,  electric  blue,  and  violet  irides- 
cence on  lustrous  surfaces.  Low-mintage  date,  13,600  circulation 
strikes  produced.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 




Attractive  Mint  State  1871-S  Quarter 

Briggs  Reference  Photo  Coin 


Another  Important  1871-CC  Quarter  Rarity 

Briggs  Plate  Coin 
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Nice  EF  1872-CC  Quarter 

Briggs  Plate  Coin 


387  1872-CC  EF-40  (PCGS).  Medium  silver  gray  with  deep  gold 

and  medium  gray  toning  highlights.  Moderately  circulated  yet  not 
heavily  marked,  with  the  few  marks  visible  being  contemporary  to 
its  circulation.  Yet  another  coin  with  a photo  that  decorates  the 
pages  of  the  Briggs  reference.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of 22,850 
pieces,  always  desirable  as  a low-mintage  issue  and  as  a popular 
Carson  City  Mint  rarity.  The  Briggs  reference  notes,  “Coin  is 
scarce  problem-free  in  grades  up  to  VF  and  exceedingly  rare  in  EF 
or  AU.”  Diagnostic  diagonal  die  line  at  bottom  of  obverse  shield, 
plainly  visible  to  the  unaided  eye.  A prime  rarity,  perhaps  not  as 
rare  as  the  1871-CC  quarter  dollar,  but  still  a very  desirable  date 
in  all  grades. 

PCGS  Population;  3;  4 finer  (MS-62  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  “Same  as-1870-CC  Reverse  A.”  Rarity-7  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Fro(^  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005482 


Rare  1872-S  Quarter 
Briggs  Reference  Photo  Coin 
Among  Four  Finest  Seen  by  PCGS 


388  1872-S  EF-45  (PCGS).  Medium  silver  gray  with  rich  golden 

toning  at  the  rims.  Traces  of  original  mint  lustre  enhance  the  pro- 
tected areas.  A rare  and  exciting  San  Francisco  Mint  issue  in  spite 
of  the  somewhat  sizable  mintage  for  the  date  of  83,000  pieces.  In 
his  Encyclopedia,  Larry  Briggs  called  this  the  “rarest  S mint.  Rare 
and  very  hard  to  locate  in  any  condition.  Most  probably  melted  in 
1873  creating  a far  greater  demand  than  supply.”  You  know  a date 
is  rare  when  just  three  examples  have  been  certified  finer  than  an 
EF-45  example,  as  here. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  3 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  Rarity-6  as  EF/AU, 

From  the  Froyi  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005483 

Choice  AU  1873  No  Arrows  250 

Close  3 

Among  Three  Finest  Seen  by  PCGS 


389  1873  No  Arrows,  Close  3.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Deeply  lustrous  steel 

gray  with  reflective  fields  that  display  a wealth  ot  gunmetal-blue, 
pale  sea  green,  and,  on  reverse,  brisk  shades  of  gold  and  sky  blue. 
Sharply  struck  for  the  date.  From  a mintage  ofjust  40,000  pieces, 
many  of  which  may  have  been  melted  at  the  time  of  the  weight 
change  later  in  1873.  Definitely  worthy  ofbidding  pursuit. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  2 finer  (MS-62  finest). 

Briggs  2-B.  “A  date  in  great  demand,  and  much  harder  to  find  than  its 
mintage  would  indicate  due  to  many  pieces  being  melted  at  the  mint.  Mostly 
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seen  m lower  grades,  with  business  strike  pieces  in  EF  or  better  being  quite  392 

rare.”  Rarity-5+  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Fun  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005484 

390  Five  Liberty  Seated  quarters,  all  with  some  distractions:  ☆ 1873 
Arrows  and  Rays.  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  cleaned.  Now 
retoning  ☆ 1875-S  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU-55,  cleaned  and 
scratched.  Retoning  in  shades  of  gold  ☆ 1876-CC  Net  AU-5(); 
sharpness  of  MS-60,  cleaned,  artificially  toned.  Bases  of  all  date 
numerals  show  repunching  ☆ 1876-S  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of 
AU-58,  lightly  cleaned.  Pale  silver  gray  ☆ 1877-S  Net  MS-60; 
sharpness  of  MS-62,  cleaned.  Faint  champagne  hues.  (Total:  5 
pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Rim  Farm  Collection. 


1873-S  Arrows.  AU-58  (PCGS).  Largely  lustrous  and  chiefly  bril- 
liant with  warm  champagne  hues  encroaching  on  the  peripheries. 
Another  Briggs  plate  coin,  undoubtedly  chosen  for  its  exceptional 
eye  appeal.  A popular  branch  mint  issue  from  the  first  of  two  years 
in  the  1870s  with  arrows  at  the  date,  signifying,  of  course,  a change 
in  weight. 

PCGS  Population;  2;  10  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  “Overall,  at  least  twice  as  rare  as  the  following  1874-S. 
Reverse  A is  the  rarest  variety  of  this  year,  and  does  not  match  any  previously 
used  die.”  Rarity-4+  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005493 

Proof  1874  Arrows  Quarter 


Elusive  1873-CC  Arrows  Quarter  Rarity 

Briggs  Plate  Coin 


393  1874  Arrows.  Proof-64  (NGC).  A lovely  example  with  light 

golden  toning  on  both  sides.  Much  finer  than  expected  for  this 
grade  designation. 

PCGS  #005575 


(2x  photo) 

391  1873-CC  Arrows.  AU  details  (NCS),  “improperly  cleaned.” 

Traces  of  an  old  cleaning  remain  on  the  olive-gold  surfaces  of  this 
prized  rarity.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of  just  12,462  pieces, 
virtually  all  ofwhich  did  active  duty  in  pocket  change  in  the  region. 
The  Briggs  reference  relates  that  this  date  is  “in  great  demand  not 
only  from  date  collectors,  but  from  type  collectors  as  well,  as  this 
is  the  only  with  arrows  CC  quarter.”  A more  than  suitable  “filler” 
example,  a coin  with  very  few  marks  of  consequence  and  just  some 
old  hairlines,  as  noted,  the  only  surface  distraction. 

Briggs  1-A.  “Same  reverse  as  1870-CC.”  Rarity-7  as  EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005492 


394  1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Satiny  matte-like  pearlescent  gray 

with  some  warm  golden  highlights.  Subdued  cartwheel  lustre  adds 
immensely  to  the  overall  eye  appeal.  A choice  coin  for  the  grade, 
one  devoid  of  serious  marks,  and  laden  with  inherent  eye  appeal 
that  bespeaks  a much  finer  grade.  Indeed,  the  present  specimen 
saw  duty  as  the  Briggs  plate  coin  in  his  Encyclopedia. 

Briggs  2-B.  Rarity-4  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005494 


395  1874-S  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS)  . Warm  medium  golden  surfaces 

with  subdued  underlying  lustre.  Sharply  struck  and  appealing,  finer 
overall  visually  than  the  grade  implies. 

Briggs  1-A.  “Somewhat  available  in  lower  grades,  with  EF/AU  scarce; 
Uncirculated  very  scarce,  although  available.”  Rarity-4  as  Uncirculated. 
From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005495 
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1875  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  deep  golden  gray  gem  with  smooth 
cartwlteel  lustre  that  breaths  great  life  into  rose,  sea  green,  and  pale 
golden  toning  highlights.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date. 

PCGS  Population:  17;  2 finer  (both  MS-67). 

Another  date  that  saw  a plentiful  mintage,  in  this  case  nearly  4.3  million 
circulation  strikes.  Consequently,  not  all  dies  were  described  in  the  Briggs 
reference:  the  present  die  pair  does  not  fit  any  of  the  descriptions  in  that 
reference.  Salient  features  of  the  present  die  pair  include  a faint  die  crack 
that  connects  stars  4 through  7,  with  another  faint  crack  that  connects  the 
bottoms  ot  875  in  the  date.  On  the  reverse,  a network  ot  faint  cracks  runs 
clockwise  through  top  of  MERICA,  then  further  clockwise  through  the 
bottoms  of  QUAR.  DOL.  heavy  and  cud-like  through  those  letters,  then 
continuing  clockwise  through  the  tops  of  UNITE;  another  faint  crack  con- 
nects the  end  of  the  ribbon  to  the  eagle’s  w'ing  below. 

PCGS  #005498 

1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  Fully,  brilliant,  highly  lustrous,  and  amaz- 
ingly prooflike;  small  wonder  this  choice  Mint  State  coin  appeared 
in  the  Briggs  Encyclopedia.  Type  II  Reverse,  see  below.  An  appealing 
example  of  the  date  with  a minimum  of  faint  hairlines  and  notice- 
able marks  present.  Pretty  as  a picture. 

Briggs  2-B.  “Short  serifs  on  base  of  letters  TAT,  bases  of  each  letter 
obviously  clear  of  each  other.’"  Rarity-4*  as  Uncirculated, 

From  the  Fro^  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005498 


398 


399 


1875-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  A high  degree  of  lustre  is  retained  on 
this  attractive,  lightly  circulated  Carson  City  Mint  quarter.  Medium 
golden  hues  grace  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  a pleasing  blend 
of  faint  gold,  rose,  and  satiny  sea  green.  Nicely  struck  wdth  strong 
design  elements  on  both  sides.  An  attractive  coin  that  saw  duty  as 
the  Briggs  plate  coin.  Always  popular,  especially  with  great  eye 
appeal. 

PCGS  I’opulation:  6;  15  finer  {MS-65  finest). 

Briggs  1-A.  “Large  die  lump  attached  through  top  left  portion  of 
shield  outline,  half  way  between  wrist  and  top  shield  point.”  Rarity-5  as 
EF/AU. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005499 

Trio  ofPCGS-certified  quarters,  all  MS-62:  ☆ 1876.  Lustrous 
with  pale  peach  highlights.  Briggs  plate  coin  ☆ 1 877.  Frosty  golden 
gray  with  olive  highlights.  Briggs  plate  coin  ☆ 1878.  Satiny  medium 
gray.  Three  nice  coins  that  just  miss  a choice  Mint  State  designation. 
(Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 


400  1877-S/S,  S over  horizontal  S.  MS-60  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale 

champagne  surfaces,  highlights  rich  on  the  obverse  with  a generous 
amount  of  mint  brilliance  remaining  on  the  reverse.  No  serious 


401 


402 


marks  are  present  as  typically  seen  for  the  assigned  grade,  though 
the  obverse  field  does  show  some  noticeable  hairlines.  Certainly  a 
worthwhile  example  of  the  variety,  a fine  coin  overall. 

Briggs  4-D,  Rarity-4  as  Uncirculated, 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005507 


1878-CC  MS-63  (PCGS).  Absolutely  prooflike  on  the  obverse 
with  frosty  motifs  and  deep  mirror  field  that  supports  rich  gold, 
violet,  and  electric  blue.  The  reverse  is  quite  another  study  in  con- 
trast, frosty  and  satiny  with  a vivid  display  of  violet,  crimson,  and 
electric  blue,  all  tempered  with  golden  brightness.  Visually  enticing 
and  physically  sound,  with  strong  design  details  in  all  areas.  The 
reverse  of  this  specimen  was  chosen  to  illustrate  Reverse  B in  the 
Briggs  Encyclopedia.  A popular  Carson  City  mintage  issue,  a date 
that  is  frequently  considered  for  inclusion  in  U.S.  type  sets. 

Briggs  2-B.  “Tougher  than  the  last  two  preceding  Carson  City  years,  yet 
stiU  available  in  any,  all  grades  with  patience.”  Rarity-4  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005509 


Uncirculated  1878-S  Quarter 

The  Briggs  Plate  Coin 


■2200 


1878-S  MS-61  (NGC).  Largely  brilliant  with  faint  rose  and 
champagne  highlights.  The  fields  are  reflective  and  the  devices  are 
lightly  frosted.  Illustrated  in  the  Briggs  Encyclopedia.  An  interesting 
date,  one  that  is  considerably  scarcer  in  high  grades  than  its  modest 
mintage  of  140, 000  pieces  indicates,  and  the  Briggs  reference  notes 
that  the  date  was  “considered  prior  to  1970  to  be  the  third  rarest 
quarter.”  No  serious  marks  present,  perhaps  a few  faint  hairlines 
account  for  the  grade.  Earnest  bidding  pursuit  for  this  underrated 
scarcity  is  encouraged. 

NGC  Census:  2;  12  (MS-65  finest). 

Briggs  1 -A.  “Scarcer  than  mintage  would  indicate  due  to  melting  at  the 
Mint  for  use  in  making  the  new  dollar  design  that  year.  Much  scarcer  in  EF 
or  better  grades.”  Rarity-6 1 as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005510 
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Splendidly  Toned  Proof  1880  Quarter 

Proof-67^  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

403  1880  Proof-67^  (NGC).  An  incredibly  toned  gem  with  physical 


beauty  and  eye  appeal  that  just  won’t  quit.  A burst  of  rich  gold  at 
the  obverse  center  gives  way  immediately  to  deep  electric  violet  and 
glowing  electric  blue,  while  the  reverse  is  largely  faint  champagne  at 
the  center  with  rich  halos  of  deep  gold,  crimson,  and  electric  blue 
at  the  rim.  Reverse  of ‘72  with  horizontal  die  hne  at  dexter  side 
(viewer’s  left)  of  reverse  shield  that  extends  into  the  eagle’s  wing. 
A gorgeous  gem. 

NGC  Census;  1;  4 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-68). 

Briggs  2-B. 

PCGS  #005581 

404  Threesome  of  Liberty  Seated  quarters:  ☆ 1880  Net  MS-60; 
sharpness  of  MS-62,  cleaned  ☆ 1881  Net  AU-55;  sharpness  of 
MS-60,  cleaned.  Prooflike  ☆ 1885  Net  EF-45;  sharpness  of  AU- 
55,  cleaned.  Deeply  toned.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Ruti  Farm  Collection. 


Splendid  Gem  Proof  1882  Quarter 
None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 
Extraordinary  Toning  Highlights 


(2x  photo) 

405  1882  Proof-67  (NGC).  An  outstanding  cameo  gem,  though  the 


cameo  details  are  not  noted  on  the  NGC  holder.  Deep  and  varied 
golden  hues  grace  the  frosty  portrait  of  Liberty  on  the  obverse, 
while  an  area  of  vibrant  electric  blue  at  the  top  ot  the  coin  becomes 
a faint  mist  of  rich  violet  toward  the  bottom.  The  reverse  is  largely 
champagne  on  the  frosted  motifs,  while  the  deeply  mirrored  fields 
display  rich  gold,  peach,  crimson,  violet,  and  neon  blue.  Simply 
extraordinary  to  view. 

NGC  Census:  12;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

Briggs  2- A. 

PCGS  #005583 


86 
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Superb  Gem  1882  Quarter 


410  1886  MS-62  (PCGS).  A deeply  toned  prooflike  example  ofa  date 

that  saw  a circulation  strike  mintage  of' only  5,000.  Deep  gunmetal- 
blue  on  the  obverse  contrasts  nicely  with  the  warm  olive-gold  host 
surface,  while  the  reverse  is  largely  attractive  olive-gold.  Another 
Briggs  Encyclopedia  plate  coin.  A visually  attractive  example  of  a 
popular  low-mintage  date. 

Briggs  1-A.  Rarity-4 1 as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

RCGS  #005518 


411  1887  Broof-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  attractive  iridescent  toning 

on  both  sides.  When  one  thinks  of  “Proof-62”  visions  of  hairlined 
and  cleaned  coins  come  to  mind,  and  this  is  usually  the  case.  The 
present  coin  is  a very  nice  exception.  Well  worth  a strong  bid. 

FCGS  #005588 

Superb  Gem  1887  Quarter 


1882  MS-68  (NGC).  If  this  piece  had  been  taken  from  the  press 
by  a gloved  hand,  put  in  cotton,  and  hermetically  sealed  in  a vault 
since  1882  it  could  not  be  nicer  than  it  is  now. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #005514 


407  Trio  of  quarters,  each  certified  AU-58:  ☆ 1882  (PCGS).  Lus- 
trous lilac-gray.  Only  15,200  struck  ☆ 1888-S  (NGC).  Lustrous, 
mainly  brilliant  ☆ 1891  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  warm  golden  toning 
at  the  rims.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

AU  Briggs  plate  coins. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

408  1883  Proof-61  (PCGS).  Numeral  in  dentils.  BJeh  and  varied  shades 
of  champagne  and  gold  mingle  with  electric  blue  on  the  obverse, 
w'hile  the  reverse  glows  with  medium  champagne  highlights 
tempered  with  splashes  of  iridescent  rose.  Not  heavily  cameo  in 
appearance,  probably  a result  of  toning.  Chosen  as  Briggs  plate 
coin  for  the  variety.  A choice  Proof,  a coin  with  just  a few  faint 
disturbances  found  after  diligent  searching. 

Briggs  1-A.  “Tops  of  an  extra  83  show  in  the  dentils  below  the  two 
8s  of  the  date.  Several  short  deep  die  scratches  low  in  dentils  from  a feeble 
attempt  to  hide,  remove  the  extra  digits.”  Plentiful  as  Proof. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005584 


409  1884  MS-63  (PCGS).  Somewhat  prooflike  in  appearance,  as  might 

be  expected  from  a date  that  saw  a circulation  strike  mintage  ofjust 
8,000  pieces.  Frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields,  mainly  brilliant  silver 
but  with  subtle  champagne  appearing,  especially  on  the  reverse. 
Briggs  1-A.  Rarity-4  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005516 


412  1887  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Delicate  toning  on 

both  sides.  A treat  to  the  eye,  one  of  the  very  finest  we  have  ever 
seen — a meaningful  statement  as  we’re  not  aware  of  anyone  with 
more  experience. 

NGC  Census:  17;  13  finer  within  any  designation  (MS-68  finest). 

PCGS  #005519 


413  1887  MS-63  (PCGS).  Heavy  obverse  cartwheel  lustre  supports 

crescents  of  deep  golden  brown  and  electric  blue,  the  reverse  satiny 
and  alive  with  rich  champagne  hues.  Sharply  struck  and  somewhat 
prooflike,  as  are  many  Mint  State  examples  of  the  date — just  10,000 
circulation  strikes  were  produced.  Careful  scrutiny  under  low 
magnification  reveals  lightly  textured  central  motifs,  no  doubt  the 
result  of  faint  die  rust.  A visually  pleasing  coin  for  the  grade;  the 
reverse  alone  is  “worth  a thousand  words.  “ 

Briggs  1-A.  “Very  scarce  coin  in  all  grades,  usually  seen  in  F/VF  or 
Uncirculated.”  Rarity-5  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #Q05519  ^ 
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414  1888  Proof-65  (NGC).  An  incredible  array  of  neon  blue,  violet, 

and  rich  peach  work  their  way  inward  from  the  peripheries  on  both 
sides.  A blazing  gem  with  eye  appeal  that  substantially  supports  the 
assigned  grade.  y-  \ Cl  ^ 

Briggs  2-B.  ^ ^ W 

PCGS  #005589  {j 

415  Pair  of  low-mintage  quarter  dollars:  ☆ 1888  Net  AU-50; 
sharpness  ot  MS-60,  cleaned.  10,001  struck  1889  Net  MS-60; 
sharpness  of  MS-63,  cleaned.  12,000  struck.  Both  naturally  retoning 
in  pleasant  shades  of  gold.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 


416  1888-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Underlying  medium  steel  gray  surfaces 
display  rich  gold  and  sea  green  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is 
an  even  display  of  medium  rose  and  gold.  A nicely  struck  example 
of  the  first  branch  mint  coinage  in  the  denomination  since  1878, 
produced  here  to  the  tune  of  more  than  1.2  million  pieces  (as  op- 
posed tojust  10,001  circulation  strikes  for  its  like-dated  Philadelphia 
Mint  counterpart). 

Bri^s  1-A.  Rarity-4+  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005521 

417  Quartette  of  PCGS-certified  quarters:  ☆ 1888-S  MS-62.  Rose 
centers  with  bright  blue-green  and  yellow  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 
1894  AU-55.  Lilac-gray,  gold,  and  blue-green  at  the  peripheries 
☆ 1903  MS-63.  Lustrous  rose-gold  with  splashes  of  sea  green  ☆ 
1924-D  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  rainbow  iridescence  at  the  obverse 
periphery,  the  reverse  with  just  a touch  of  rich  golden  toning  at 
the  rim.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


K 


Splendid  Gem  Proof  1889  Quarter 


418  1889  Proof-67  (NGC).  A gloriously  toned  beauty.  The  frosty 

motifs  and  mirrored  fields  form  an  attractive  cameo  contrast, 
though  such  is  not  noted  by  NGC.  Generous  amounts  of  original 
mint  brilliance  blend  with  rich  violet  and  electric  blue  on  Liberty’s 
portrait,  while  the  mirrored  field  is  chiefly  smoky  gold  and  electric 
blue.  The  reverse  is  faint  champagne  at  the  center  with  deepening 
rose  and  electric  blue  toward  the  rim.  An  exceptional  coin  with 
splendid  eye  appeal. 

NGC  Census:  9;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68A  finest). 

Briggs  2-B. 

PCGS  #005590 


419  1889  MS-66  (NGC).  A frosty,  satiny  gem  with  intense  cartwheel 

lustre  and  just  a whisper  of  faint  champagne  toning.  One  ot  only 
12,000  circulation  strikes  of  the  date  produced;  much  ot  the  Mint’s 
silver  production  was  given  over  to  Morgan  dollars  ot  the  date,  thus 
accounting  for  small  production  runs  in  the  quarter  and  half  dollar 
denominations. 

Briggs  1-A.  “A  well-struck  coin  in  general  with  some  weakness  on 
stars.”  Rarity-5  as  Uncirculated. 

PCGS  #005522 
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Highly  Lustrous  Gem  1890  Quarter 

None  Deemed  Finer  by  PCGS 


Gem  Prooflike  1891  Quarter 
Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


420  1890  MS-67  (PCGS).  A frosty,  lustrous  gem,  a lively  and  lovely 

coin  possessed  of  a sharp,  bold  strike  and  all  the  eye  appeal  one 
would  expect  at  the  assigned  grade  level.  A scarce  date  that  saw  a 
mintage  of  80,000  pieces.  We  can  readily  imagine  examples  of  the 
date  as  fine  as  that  presently  offered,  though  anything  above  and 
beyond  this  beauty  is  virtually  unimaginable. 

PCGS  Population:  21;  none  finer. 

Briggs  2-B.  Rarity-5  as  Uncirculated. 

PCGS  #005523 


421 


1890  MS-62  (PCGS).  Incredibly  prooflike  with  deeply  mirrored 
fields  that  support  heavily  frosted  motifs.  An  array  of  vivid  crim- 
son, fiery  orange,  and  bright  gold  adorns  both  sides.  The  Briggs 
Encyclopedia  plate  coin.  Undeniably  choice  for  the  assigned  grade, 
a coin  with  good  visual  appeal  and  sound  physical  quality. 

Briggs  1 -A.  “Although  scarce  the  coin  is  not  rare  and  is  obtainable  with 
patience  in  all  grades.”  Rarity-5  as  Uncirculated. 

From  the  Frop^  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #005523 


422  1891  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Frosty  motifs  and  mirrored  fields  form 
a pleasing  cameo  contrast,  strong  enough  that  the  PL  designation 
almost  seems  an  understatement.  Largely  brilliant  with  faint  rose 
and  champagne  highlights.  An  exceptional  gem  example  from  the 
terminal  date  of  the  design  type. 

NGC  Census;  2;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

The  present  specimen  does  not  precisely  match  any  of  the  seven  obverse 
and  seven  reverse  dies  listed  in  the  Briggs  reference,  not  surprisingly,  as  more 
than  3.9  million  examples  of  the  date  were  struck,  which  certainly  would 
leave  room  for  a previously  unnoticed  die  pairing. 

PCGS  #005524 

423  Pair  of  branch  mint  quarters;  ☆ 1891-0  Net  VF-25;  sharpness 
of  EF-40,  cleaned  ☆ 1891-S  Net  AU-50;  sharpness  of  AU-58, 
cleaned.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

From  the  Frog  Run  Farm  Collection. 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1893  Quarter 


424  1893  Proof-67  CAM  (PCGS).  Lleavily  frosted  motifs  and  richly 

mirrored  fields  support  strong  lustre  and  a nuance  of  faint  cham- 
pagne. A delightful  gem  that  is  easily  worthy  of  the  assigned  grade. 
One  of 792  Proofs  struck  in  the  second  year  of  Barber  quarter  coin- 
age, down  453  pieces  from  the  previous  year’s  Proof  production. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-68 


CAM). 

PCGS  #085679 
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Lovely  Gem  Cameo  Proof  1893  Quarter 


425  1893  Proof-67  CAM  (PCGS).  Frosty  motifs  and  heavily  mirrored 

fields  display  strong  lustre  and  a wealth  of  rich  champagne  toning. 
A beautiful  example  of  the  date  and  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-68 
CAM). 

PCGS  #085679 


Splendid  Cameo  Proof  1895  Quarter 


426  1895  Proof-68  CAMEO  (NGC).  Frosty,  satiny  motifs  and  deep 

mirror  fields  with  nice  cameo  contrast.  Faint  golden  hues  appear 
at  the  rims  of  this  otherwise  brilliant  gem.  A glorious  cameo  gem 
survivor  from  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  880  pieces. 

NGC  Census:  12;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-69*  CAMEO 
finest). 

PCGS  #085681 


427  1896  Proof-63  (NGC).  Glorious  splashes  of  bright  yellow,  peach, 

and  warm  gold  iridescence  grace  the  obverse  mirror  field  and  frosty 
motif,  while  the  reverse  mirror  and  frosty  eagle  exude  deep  irides- 
cent violet  and  electric  blue.  A visually  appealing  coin,  especially 
within  the  context  of  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  #005682 


Superb  Gem  1898  Quarter 


(2x  photo) 


428  1898  Proof-67  CAMEO  (NGC).  The  artistic  contingent  can 

come  out  to  bid  on  this  one,  for  it  is  one  of  the  most  beautifully 
toned  quarter  dollars  we  have  ever  seen  of  any  date.  The  centers  are 
lilac  and  magenta,  changing  to  electric  blue  at  the  borders.  Simply 
gorgeous! 

NGC  Census:  20;  8 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-69*  CAMEO 
finest). 

PCGS  #085684 
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Colorful  Gem  Proof  1903  Quarter 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1904  Barber  250 

Vivid  Toning  Highlights 


429  1903  Proof-67  (NGC).  Faint  champagne  toning  graces  the  frosty 

motif  and  immediately  surrounding  obverse  field,  with  rich  halos 
of  crimson  and  electric  blue  spreading  outward  to  the  rim.  The 
reverse  is  a study  in  deep  orange  and  electric  blue  with  some  charcoal 
highlights. 

PCGS  #005689 

Gem  Cameo  Proof  1903  Quarter 


430  1903  Proof-66  CAMEO  (NGC).  Frosty  motifs  and  mirrored 

fields  stand  out  in  bold  cameo  contrast.  Faint  champagne  hues 
grace  each  side.  Heavy  obverse  die  polish  shows  as  a strip  of  mirror 
surface  between  Liberty’s  jaw  and  neck. 

PCGS  #085689 


431  1904  Proof-67  CAM  (PCGS).  A vividly  toned  gem  Proof  with 

frosted  motifs  and  mirrored  fields.  The  obverse  central  brilliance 
gives  way  immediately  to  champagne,  crimson,  violet,  and  electric 
blue,  while  the  reverse  remains  largely  brilliant  at  the  center  with 
smoky  gold  and  guninetal-blue  halos  at  the  periphery. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68 
CAM). 

PCGS  #085690 


432  1909  Proof-66  CAMEO  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  with  perhaps  a 

nuance  ot  faint  champagne  at  the  rims.  The  cameo  contrast  here  is 
light,  offering  its  best  effect  when  the  coin  is  slowly  turned  under 
a bright  light  source.  From  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  650 
pieces. 

NGC  Census:  6;  8 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68  CAMEO 
finest). 

PCGS  #085695 


433  1910-D  MS-66  (NGC).  A satiny  matte-like  gem  with  a w'ealth  of 

cartwheel  lustre.  The  obverse  is  a w^arin  display  of  sea  green  with 
rose  and  peach  highlights,  while  the  reverse  is  taint  rose  with  wisps 
of  pale  blue. 

NGC  Census:  5;  2 finer  (botli  MS-67). 

I'CGS  #005658 
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Choice  Mint  State  1916  Standing  Liberty  250 


437  1917-D  Type  I.  MS-67  (NGC).  A sparkling  gem  with  incredibly 

satiny  surfaces  that  exude  superb  cartwheel  lustre.  A hint  of  faint 
golden  toning  enhances  the  otherwise  brilliant  surfaces.  Nicely 
struck  in  all  areas  save  for,  of  all  places,  Miss  Liberty’s  head.  Still, 
an  undeniably  beautiful  and  delightfully  silky  gem. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #005708 

Gem  1917-S  Type  I Quarter 


438 


439 


434 


435 


436 


1916  Standing  Liberty.  MS-63  FH  (PCGS).  Satiny,  frosty  sur- 
faces display  broadly  sweeping  cartwheel  lustre  beneath  a fine  array 
of  pale  peach  and  warm  golden  toning  highlights.  From  a mintage 
for  the  date  ofjust  52,000  pieces,  one  of  the  lowest  mintage  figures 
oiauy  20th-century  issue.  Always  popular  as  a great  rarity,  known 
as  such  practically  from  the  day  of  issue.  We  suspect  a great  deal  of 
heated  interest  will  be  the  order  of  the  day  once  bidding  begins  on 
this  popular  rarity. 

PCGS  #005705 


1917  Type  I.  MS-66  FH  (ICG).  Sharply  struck,  briUiant,  and  very 
attracrive.  A superb  example  of  the  first  type  of  the  Standing  Liberty 
quarter.  Ifyou  would  like  to  know  what  a Full  Head  quarter  really 
looks  like,  look  at  this — also  check  out  the  very  sharp  rivets  in  the 
shield.  Later  in  the  series,  many  certified  coins  labeled  “FH”  are 
weak  in  one  or  both  of  these  features. 

PCGS  #005707 


1917  Type  I.  MS-65  FH  (PCGS).  A well  struck,  lustrous  example. 
A tiny  area  of  burnishing  is  seen  under  the  fore-edge  of  the  eagle’s 
left  wing— seemingly  someone  tried  to  remove  a spot.  Presumably, 
the  people  at  PCGS  took  this  into  consideration,  but  we  mention 
It  in  any  event. 

PCGS  #005707 


Lustrous  Gem  1917-D  Type  I 250 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


1917-S  Type  I.  MS-65  FH  (NGC).  A lovely  example  with  rich 
lustre  accented  by  a hint  of  iridescent  toning.  A really  FH  coin,  with 
good  shield  rivets  as  well. 

PCGS  #005711 


1924-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Splashes  of  magenta 
and  iridescent  toning  are  seen  on  both  sides. 

NGC  Census:  36;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-68  finest). 
PCGS  #005748 
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Exceptional  Gem  1924-D  Quarter 

Vivid  Obverse  Toning  Highlights 


140  1924-D  MS-66^  (NGC).  Faint  silver  at  the  obverse  center  with 

an  incredible  array  of  rich  gold,  peach,  fiery  crimson,  deep  violet 
and  other  colorhil  hues  surrounding;  the  reverse  is  faint  rose  with  a 
touch  ot  vivid  golden  toning  at  9:00  on  the  rim.  An  extraordinarily 
beautiful  gem,  a coin  with  unyielding  lustre  and  great  depth  of 
beauty. 

PCGS  #005748 


Choice  AU  1927-S  25^ 


141  1927-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  faint  champagne 

highlights,  just  a hint  of  rub  on  the  high  points  accounts  for  the 
assigned  grade.  A scarce  and  popular  low-mintage  date  that  garners 
great  respect  at  the  choice  AU  level. 

PCGS  #005764 


Lustrous  Gem  1928-S  250 
Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 


442  1928-S  MS-67  FH  (NGC) . A highly  lustrous  and  heavily  frosted 

gem  with  the  faintest  w'ash  of  champagne.  Nicely  struck  at  Liberty’s 
head,  as  the  assigned  grade  affirms.  Linger  a moment  with  this 
beauty'  before  you  formulate  your  bidding  plan. 

NGC  Census:  13;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #005771 


443  1930  MS-66  FH  (PCGS).  Yellow  golden  toning  over  lustrous 

surface.  The  head  is  perhaps  95%  full,  and  a couple  shield  rivets 
are  weak. 

PCGS  #005779 


444  1932  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  satiny  w'ith  bright  sea  green, 

crimson,  and  gold  on  the  obverse,  speckled  pale  rose  on  the  re- 
verse. 

f rom  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005790 
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Key  Date  1932-D  Washington  250 


445  1932-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Much  lustre  remains  on  the  surfaces  of 

this  popular  key  date.  Obverse  richly  toned  in  orange  and  crimson, 
reverse  with  some  gold  at  the  rim. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005791 


446  1932-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  . A lustrous  and  delightfully  toned  example 

of  this  scarce  and  popular  key  date  from  the  first  year  of  the  Wash- 
ington quarter  series.  Even  golden  highlights  on  the  obverse  are 
tempered  with  hints  of  rose,  violet,  and  electric  blue  iridescence, 
while  the  reverse  comes  alive  with  bright  neon  blue,  violet,  and 
peach  iridescence. 

PCGS  #005792 


447  1932-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Broadly  swirling  cartwheel  lustre  fairly 

erupts  beneath  a blend  of  medium  to  deep  champagne  irides- 
cence. 

PCGS  #005792 


Choice  Uncirculated  1932-S  250 

Vivid  Obverse  Toning 


(2x  photo} 

448  1932-S  MS-64  (NGC)  . A lustrous,  satiny  example  of  this  popular 


key  date,  here  with  incredible  shades  of  peach,  gold,  and  fiery  orange 
on  the  obverse;  the  reverse  is  largely  brilliant  with  a hint  of  gold  at 
the  rim. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005792 


449  1934  MS-66^  (NGC).  Smoky  silver  gray  at  the  obverse  center 

gives  way  to  faint  pastel  concentric  halos  of  heather,  sky  blue, 
crimson,  and  electric  blue.  The  reverse  is  largely  brilliant  with  a 
hint  of  satiny  champagne. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005793 


450  1934-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  with  vibrant  sea  green, 

gold,  and  fiery  violet  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005796 
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451  1935  MS-64llr  (NGC).  A beautiful  example  of  the  date  with  pale 

sky  blue  and  varied  golden  halos  toward  the  rims. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005797 


1 452  1935-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny,  highly  lustrous  example  of  a 

popular  semi-key  date.  An  incredible  array  of  soft  pastel  blue,  sea 
green,  gold,  and  orange  is  tempered  with  deep  violet  on  the  obverse, 
while  the  reverse  is  mainly  brilliant  with  some  gold  at  the  rim. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

• PCGS  #005798 


if  453 


193 5-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A frosty,  lustrous  gem  with  deep  sea  green, 
blue,  and  violet  toning  highlights  on  both  sides. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005799 


454  1936  MS-65  (PCGS).  The  colorful  obverse  ranges  from  steel  gray 

to  vibrant  pastel  green  and  crimson,  while  the  reverse  is  covered  in 
a deep  sheen  of  fiery  orange  and  violet. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005800 


Incredible  Gem  193 6-D  Quarter 


455  1936-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  incredible  gem  with  surfaces  that 

seemingly  blaze  with  fiery  orange,  gold,  peach,  violet,  and  electric 
blue.  The  reverse  is  a deep  shade  of  copper-red  with  incredible 
violet  and  sea  green  iridescence. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005801 


456  1936-S  MS-66  (NGC).  An  incredibly  rich  crescent  of  rainbow 

gold,  peach,  crimson,  and  electric  blue  showcases  the  obverse,  wTile 
fiery  orange  highlights  grace  the  reverse  rim. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005802 


457  1937  MS-66  (NGC)  . Generous  amounts  ot  obverse  mint  brilliance 

mingle  with  splashes  of cieep  carmine,  fiery  peach,  and  bright  gold, 
while  the  reverse  is  largely  brilliant  w’ith  some  goltien  toning  form- 
ing at  the  rim. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

IT:GS  #005803 
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459 


460 


461 


462 
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1937-D  MS-67  (NGC).  A hint  here  and  there  of  mint  brilliance 
breaks  up  tlic  intense  peach,  orange,  and  sea  green  iridescence  that 
lies  languorously  on  both  sides. 

NGC  Census:  14;  2 finer  (both  MS-67^). 

¥mn  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

RCGS  #005804 


1937-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  gem  surfaces  exhibit  broadly 
sweeping  cartw'heel  lustre  that  supports  intense  splashes  ot  crimson, 
peach,  gold,  rust,  and  violet. 

Front  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005805 


1938  MS-66  (NGC).  Smoky  gray-blue  iridescence  mingles  with 
deep  gold  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  fiery  electric  heather 
and  pale  sky  blue. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005806 


1938-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Mellow  underlying  lustre  supports  deep 
sea  green,  golden  gray,  and  frosty  lilac  toning. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005807 


1939  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  lilac-gray  gem  with  rich  sea  green, 
gold,  and  fiery  orange  obverse  highlights;  the  reverse  is  subdued 
pale  rose  with  fiery  blue  and  gold  highlights. 

From  the  Robert  .Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCfiS  #005808 


463  1939-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  centers  give  way  to 

incredibly  deep  and  fiery  halos  of  gold,  crimson,  and  peach  with 
faint  electric  green  overtones. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005809 


464  1940  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  incredible  display  of  gunmetal-blue, 

rose,  gold,  peach,  and  crimson  adorns  the  obverse,  with  much  deep 
violet  and  mint  brilliance  on  the  reverse. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005811 


465  1940-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Obverse  with  much  mint  brilliance  at  i 

the  center  tempered  with  pale  champagne  and  with  a deep  violet  ! 
halo  at  the  right,  the  reverse  with  less  central  brilliance  and  more 
violet,  crimson,  and  fiery  gold  toning  at  the  rim. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection.  j 

PCGS  #005812 


466  1940-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Some  central  obverse  brilliance  gives  way  [j 

quickly  to  concentric  halos  of  fiery  gold,  violet,  and  electric  blue,  | 
while  the  reverse  shows  a larger  brilliant  central  area  with  deep  | 
electric  blue  and  sea  green  at  the  rim.  I 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection.  |j 

PCGS  #005813  I 

( 
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467  1941  MS-67  (NGC).  A colorful  study  in  gem  quality.  Satiny  sur- 

laces  with  robust  cartwheel  lustre  and  even  faint  rose  and  electric 
blue  on  both  sides. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

RCGS  #00.S814 


472  1942-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Gorgeous  sunset  gold,  fiery  crimson,  and 

deep  violet  mingle  with  pale  sky  blue  on  both  sides  of  this  satiny, 
lustrous  gem. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

RCOS  #005819 


468  1941-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Incredibly  deep  and  rich  crimson,  rust, 

and  peach  ignite  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  nearly  com- 
pletely smothered  in  rich  violet  and  crimson  iridescence. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005815 


473  1943  MS-65  (PCGS).  Strong  lustre  ignites  fiery  peach  and  violet 

on  the  obverse,  while  the  central  reverse  is  fully  brilliant  with  deep 
rust  and  gold  at  the  rim. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005820 


475  1943-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Fully  brilliant  and  highly  lustrous  at  the 

centers,  with  deep  halos  of  fiery  red  and  electric  blue  at  the  rims. 
From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005822 


471  1942-D  MS-66  (NGC).  A burst  of  deep,  fiery  rust  and  gold  on 

the  obverse,  brilliant  on  the  reverse. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

I PCGS  #005818 


476  1944  MS-66  (NGC).  Satiny  and  brilliant  at  the  obverse  center 

with  deep  carmine  and  violet  toning  at  the  rim;  the  reverse  is  largely 
brilliant  with  fiery  gold  at  the  rim. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005824 
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469  1941-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  faint  sky  blue  toning  in  the 

majority,  fiery  crimson,  rust,  and  violet  adding  to  the  overall  appeal 
of  the  obverse;  the  reverse  is  largely  brilliant  with  a whisper  ot  faint 
champagne. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005816 


474  1943-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Highly  lustrous  and  delightfully  satiny, 

with  much  mint  brilhance  on  the  obverse  surrounded  by  fiery  peach 
and  violet  at  the  rim,  while  the  reverse  is  chiefly  brilliant  with  a 
hint  of  gold  at  the  rim. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005821 


470  Selection  of  Washington  quarters  grading  MS-66  (PCGS);  1942 
☆ 1951  ☆ 1953-S  ☆ 1955-D  ☆ 1956  ☆ 1959-D.  Each  is  lustrous 
with  various  shades  of  rainbow  iridescence.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 
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1944  MS-65  (PCGS).  Incredibly  lustrous  with  equally  incredible 
array  of  fiery  crimson  and  gold  on  the  obverse,  in  stark  contrast  to 
the  fully  brilliant  reverse. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005824 


1944-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  brilliant  obverse  center  gives  way 
quickly  to  concentric  rings  of  electric  sea  green,  carmine,  and  violet, 
while  the  reverse  is  a study  in  varied  orange,  gold,  and  crimson. 
From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005825 


1944-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  with  obverse  and  reverse 
as  different  as  night  and  day.  The  obverse  offers  a near-geometrical 
display  of  flashy  electric  orange,  gold,  sea  green,  and  lilac,  while 
the  reverse  is  essentially  as  brilliant  as  the  day  it  was  struck  save  for 
a whisper  of  champagne  at  the  top. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005826 


1945  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous  centers  on  each  side  en- 
circled by  a wealth  of  fiery  orange,  gold,  and  crimson. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005827 


1945-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  and  lustrous  with  mint  brilliance 
that  mingles  with  intense  rainbow  iridescence  on  both  sides. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PC:GS  #005828 


482 


1945-S  MS-67  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  speckled  hues  of  blue 
and  violet  on  both  sides.  Very  attractive. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005829 


483  1946  MS-64  (NGC)  . An  incredible  array  of  deep  sea  green,  crim- 

son, gold,  and  fiery  peach  embellish  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse 
is  largely  brilliant  with  a whisper  of  gold  at  the  rim. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005830 


484  1946-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Dusky  robin’s  egg-blue  and  mint  bril- 

hance  combine  with  pale  rose,  tiery  gold,  and  delightful  crimson 
on  both  sides. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005831 


485 


1946-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Central  brilliance  engaged  by  rich  sea 
green  and  gold  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005832 


486  1947  MS-66  (PCGS).  Vivid  yellow,  gold,  violet,  and  sea  green 

highlights  on  highly  lustrous  surfaces. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collectioti. 

PCGS  #005833 
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487  1947-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Heavy  gold,  orange,  and  sea  green  toning 

subdues  the  underlying  lustre. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005834 


488  1947-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Satiny  lustre  underlies  warm  and  lovely 

peach  iridescence. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005835 


489  1948  MS-66  (NGC).  An  incredibly  deep  sheen  of  fiery  red  and 

mingled  sea  green  graces  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  largely 
brilliant  with  violet,  sea  green,  and  gold  at  the  rim. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005836 


492  1949  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  incredible  fireworks  display  of  orange, 

gold,  sea  green,  and  crimson  adorns  the  obverse,  while  the  largely 
brilliant  reverse  displays  the  same  fireworks  display  at  the  rim. 
From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005839 


493  1949-D  MS-67  (NGC)  . Lustrous  silver  gray  shares  both  sides  with 

bright  orange,  blue,  and  violet  iridescence. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005840 


494 


1949-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Rich  violet,  gold,  and  rust  iridescence 
shares  center  stage  with  some  silky  silver  gray  brightness. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


PCGS  #005840 


I 490  1948-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Bright  sea  green,  carmine,  and  gold  on 

the  obverse,  largely  brilliant  on  the  reverse  with  some  gold  at  the 
rim. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005837 


495  1949-D  MS-66  (PCGS) . Frosty,  lustrous  surfaces  come  alive  with 

a rich  and  vivid  display  of  fiery  gold,  orange,  sea  green,  violet,  and 
indigo.  Simply  incredible. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005840 


I 491  1948-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Broadly  sweeping  cartwheel  lustre 

f underlies  rich  champagne  highlights.  Some  deeper  violet  and  gold 

r!  gathers  at  the  rims. 

|1  From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

f!  PCGS  #005838 
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1950  MS-66  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  with  rich  sky  blue,  gold, 
peach,  and  violet  highlights,  especially  on  the  obverse. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005841 
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1950-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem.  Much  mint  brilliance 
remains,  encroached  upon  by  outer  rings  of  fiery  gold,  rusty  red, 
and  pale  sky  blue.  This  one  is  exceptional  in  beauty  and  quality. 
From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005845 


503  1952-D  MS-66  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  rich  electric  green, 

crimson,  and  gold  completely  smothering  the  obverse,  while  the 
largely  brilliant  reverse  is  anchored  by  a deep  crescent  of  rich  gold 
at  the  bottom. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005850 
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1950-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Strong  underlying  lustre  supports  deep 
peach,  violet,  sea  green,  and  muted  golden  highlights. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005842 


1951  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  dusting  of  carmine,  rose,  and  sea 
green  graces  both  sides,  the  reverse  largely  brilliant  at  the  center. 
From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005846 


504  1952-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  Faint  robin’s  egg  blue  and  pale  lilac 

dominate  the  centers  of  this  frosty,  lustrous  gem,  while  incredibly 
deep  orange  and  gold  halos  decorate  the  rims. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005851 


1951-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Warm  underlying  lustre  supports  faint 
silver  gray,  pale  sky  blue,  and  delicate  sea  green  on  both  sides. 
From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005847 


505  1952-S  MS-67  (NGC).  An  incredible  rainbow  array  mingles  with 

bright  steel  gray  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  a study  in  deep,  fiery 
orange  and  crimson. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005851 


1951-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A beautiful  gem  with  sultry  rust  red, 
peach,  and  golden  toning  highlights  on  both  sides.  Exquisite  to 
view. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005848 


506  1953  MS-67  (NGC).  A dusting  of  faint  rose  and  robin’s  egg  blue 

engages  much  of  the  obverse,  with  a crescent  of  deep,  fiery  orange 
at  the  bottom;  the  reverse  is  chiefly  pale  blue  and  rose. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prc.wtt  (Mlcction. 

I'CGS  #0058.52 


502 


1952  MS-65  (NGC).  Deep  lilac,  electric  blue  and  sea  green  on  I 
lustrous  surfaces.  j 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection.  j 

PCGS  #005849  t^l 
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511  1954-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Largely  brilliant  on  the  obverse  with  a 

crimson  and  gold  crescent  at  the  bottom,  the  reverse  brilliant  at  the 
center  with  bright,  sunny  gold  and  fiery  orange  halos  around. 
From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005857 


512  1955  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  obverse  displays  bright  iridescence  that 

runs  the  gamut  through  the  rainbow,  while  the  reverse  is  of  nearly 
lull  mint  brilliance. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005858 


513  1956-D  MS-67  (NGC).  Incredibly  deep  sea  green,  fiery  orange, 

impressive  lemon  yellow,  and  deep  violet  vie  for  dominance  on  the 
frosty,  lustrous  surfaces. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005861 


514  1956-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fiery  deep  rust  red  toning  on  the  ob- 

verse, the  same  at  the  reverse  rim  with  a dusting  of  pale  sea  green 
at  the  center. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005861 


1953-D  MS-66i^  (NGC).  A stunningly  beautiful  gem  with  a 
hemisphere  ot  mint  brilliance  on  the  obverse  shared  with  a fiery 
orange  hemisphere,  the  reverse  has  nearly  completely  succumbed 
to  the  fiery  gold,  red,  and  orange  toning  there. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005853 


1953-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Deep  shades  of  electric  orange,  carmine, 
crimson,  and  electric  sea  green  grace  both  sides. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005854 

Group  of  Mint  State  certified  Washington  quarters:  ☆ 1954  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Bright  sea  green,  rose,  yellow,  and  gold  iridescent  toning 
on  the  obverse;  reverse  is  satiny  with  just  a hint  of  gold  at  the  rim  ☆ 
1955  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  rich  Hlac,  gold,  rose,  and  sea  green  on 
the  obverse;  lustrous  reverse  with  just  a w'hisper  of  rose  ☆ 1958  MS- 
65  (PCGS).  Deep  dark  rose  on  the  obverse;  reverse  with  splashes  of 
mottled  rich  golden  brown  and  sea  green  ☆ 1959  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Lustrous  centers  with  delicate  rose,  lilac,  and  deep  sea  green  at  the 
peripheries  ☆ 1959-D  MS-64  (NGC).  Pdeh  golden  rose  surfaces 
with  splashes  of  bright  neon  blue  ☆ 1962  MS-65  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
with  splashes  ofbright  delicate  rose-gold  ☆ 1962-D  MS-65  (NGC). 
Lustrous  with  splashes  of  deep  golden  brown,  gold,  rose,  and  blue- 
green  on  the  obverse;  reverse  with  rich  golden  brown  and  rose  at  the 
periphery  ☆ 1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep,  dark,  rich  iridescent  rose, 
gold,  sea  green,  and  lilac-gray  on  the  obverse;  reverse  with  delicate 
golden  toning  ☆ 1963  MS-64  (PCGS).  Somewhat  reflective  with 
iridescent  rainbow  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1965  SMS  MS-64 
(ANACS).  Somewhat  reflective  with  frosty  rainbow  iridescence  at 
the  peripheries.  (Total:  10  pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


1954-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  Pale,  shimmering  robin’s  egg  blue  iri- 
descence graces  the  centers,  with  the  peripheries  alive  with  fiery 
orange  and  gold  hues. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #1)05856 
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1957  MS-66  (NGC).  An  incredible  array  ol  rich  violet  and  electric 
blue  graces  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  engages  the  viewer’s  at- 
tention with  fiery  crimson  and  pale  rose  highlights. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005862 


519  1960-D  MS-66  (NGC).  LOeep  crimson,  orange,  and  sea  green 

highlights  grace  the  obverse,  with  the  same  tones  encircling  a fully 
brilliant  center  on  the  reverse. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005869 


1957-D  MS-65  (NGC).  An  incredible  array  of  deep  iridescent 
olive  green,  carmine,  red,  and  rose  adorns  the  obverse,  while  the 
reverse  is  a pleasing  blend  of  pearlescent  gray  with  faint  sea  green 
and  carmine  highlights. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005863 


1958-D  MS-66  (NGC).  Lively  gold,  peach,  heather,  and  sea  green 
on  the  obverse,  speckled  silver  gray  and  faint  rose  on  the  reverse. 
From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005865 


1960  MS-67  (NGC).  A highly  lustrous  gem  with  a rich,  vivid 
display  ot  deep  violet,  gold,  electric  blue,  and  sea  green  on  the 
obverse,  in  stark  contrast  to  the  fully  brilliant  reverse. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005868 


520  1961  MS-66  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  gorgeous  peach,  violet,  i 

and  pale  blue  toning  on  the  obverse  in  contrast  richly  with  the  fully  i 
brilliant  reverse.  j 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005870 


521  1961  MS-65  (NGC).  Faint  lilac  mingles  with  deep  crimson  and 

fiery  gold  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  fully  brilliant. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005870 


522 


1961 -D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  and  fiery  electric  orange  with 
intermingled  bursts  of  taint  sea  green  on  both  sides  of  this  lustrous 
gem. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005871 
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Half  Dollars 


Very  Sharp  1795  O-llOa 


(2x  photo) 

526  1795  Overton-llOa.  Rarity-4.  AU-53  (PCGS).  Frosty  medium 

gray  with  lustrous  light  silver  gray  highlights  and  peeks  of  golden 
toning.  A very  attractive  specimen,  nicely  detailed  and  showing  a 
good  amount  ot  original  bloom,  especially  around  the  wreath  on 
the  reverse.  A few  nicks  are  seen  on  the  obverse  in  front  of  Liberty’s 
throat,  old  scrape  parallel  to  Liberty'’s  forehead,  nearly  invisible 
scratch  running  along  the  die  crack  from  R of  LIBERTY  to  star 
11.  The  hair  detail  is  finer  than  almost  ever  seen,  and  we  suspect 
this  piece  will  end  up  representing  this  design  type  in  a collection 
of  high-grade  specimens. 

PCGS  #006052 


523 


524 


i 525 


1963-D  MS-65  (NGC).  A vibrant  and  visually  stunning  array  of 
sea  green,  gold,  violet,  and  electric  blue  highlights  both  sides  of  this 
satiny  gem. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005875 


1964  MS-66  (NGC).  Sultry  medium  blue  mingles  with  rose  and 
pale  gold  on  the  obverse,  while  the  central  reverse  works  oimvardly 
from  brilliant  through  deep  crimson  and  violet  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005876 


1964-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A wealth  of  underlying  cartwheel  lustre 
supports  faint  sky  blue,  pale  rose,  and  fiery  gold  on  the  obverse,  the 
reverse  is  alive  with  faint  champagne  iridescence. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #005877 
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Stellar  Mint  State  1796  Half  Dollar 
Very  Rare  Small  Eagle  Reverse 
16  Star  Obverse 


527  1796  0-102.  Rarity-5+.  16  Stars.  MS-64  (NGC).  From  our  sale 

of  the  Haig  Koshkarian  Collection,  where  we  described  it  as: 

“A  highlight  of  the  current  sale,  one  of  the  most  important 
early  half  dollars  extant.  The  1796  16  Stars  half  dollar  is  a legend- 
ary American  rarity,  a com  that  is  rare  in  all  grades  (perhaps  only 
two  dozen  are  knowm)  but  is  especially  rare  in  superb  levels  of 
preservation;  indeed,  examples  with  holes  are  more  common  than 
examples  with  lustre!  The  present  piece  has  more  than  its  share  of 
lustre,  with  pleasing  reflective  surfaces  showing  a range  of  violet 
and  gold  over  brilliant  silver  gray.  The  eye  appeal  is  superb,  with 
superlative  technical  quality  meeting  with  impeccable  toning  and 
originality.  Some  reverse  adjustment  marks  are  present,  as  struck, 
but  do  not  diminish  the  extraordinary  appeal  of  this  coin,  with  a 
parallel  batch  crossing  the  eagle’s  sinister  wing  diagonally  and  a less 
prominent  batch  noted  vertically.  The  strike  is  remarkable,  with 
the  obverse  boldly  detailed  down  to  the  intricacies  of  this  beautiful 
design,  and  the  eagle’s  wings  and  legs  show  fine  detail  as  well.  Few 
1796  halt  dollars  of  either  variety — of  which  the  16  Stars  variety^ 
is  rarer — could  rival  this  one.  Indeed,  the  Norweb  and  Garrett  16 
Stars  halves  of  1796  were  both  well-worn,  remarkable  consider- 
ing the  long  duration  and  significant  capital  behind  each  of  those 
cabinets.  The  Lelan  Kogers-Whitney  coin  is  a stunner,  as  one  would 


guess  from  the  $460,000  it  realized  in  1999!  That  coin  is  the  only 
specimen  of  the  variety — or  the  date — finer  than  this  one  to  sell 
since  the  present  piece  last  appeared  on  the  market  five  years  ago 
in  1998.  Much  could  be  said  (or  written)  about  the  desirability  ot 
this  variety  in  any  grade:  it  is  part  of  a very  rare  two-year  type  that 
all  type  collectors  seek  to  own,  it  is  the  rarer  of  the  two  varieties 
from  this  most  desirable  year,  and  this  variety  was  ostensibly  a 
commemorative  for  the  addition  of  the  16th  state  to  the  union 
(Tennessee  joined  this  year).  It  is  instructive  that  the  Norwebs 
had  a Mint  State  1796  0-101  but  only  a Fine  1796  0-102.  We 
are  pleased  to  offer  this  specimen,  particularly  so  in  the  same  sale 
as  Haig  Koshkarian’s  1797  half  dollar  from  the  Norweb  sale.  We 
can  envision  the  remarkable  cabinet  that  would  own  both  ot  these 
beautiful  rarities!” 

NGC  Census  (all  1796  half  dollar  varieties):  5;  2 finer  within  the  des- 
ignation (both  MS-65). 

Middle  die  state,  with  fine  crack  through  the  first  four  stars,  crack  from 
nm  through  O of  OF  to  leaf  tip  parallel  to  dexter  wing,  taint  crack  joins 
tops  of  ATES. 

From  Bou’crs  and  Merena’s  Rarities  sale,  August  1998,  Lot  181; 
our  sale  of  the  Haig  Koshkarian  Collection,  March  2004,  La'C  575  (@ 
5276,000). 

PCGS  #()()6()58 
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Boldly  Toned  1801  Half  Dollar 


1'  (2x  photo) 

I 528  1801  0-101.  Rarity-3.  EF-40  (PCGS).  Bright  golden  toning 

! inside  the  rims  transitions  through  pastel  blue  to  deep  gray  cen- 

I ters,  while  the  devdces  contrast  in  a lighter  shade  of  gray.  Excellent 

j eye  appeal,  good  detail,  some  lustre  remains.  Scattered  but  fairly 

insignificant  marks  are  visible,  including  a thin  scratch  left  of  the 
date,  an  old  dull  scrape  under  the  hair  bow,  and  a scratch  above 
the  arrows  on  the  reverse.  Scarce  in  all  grades,  1801  half  dollars  are 
especially  challenging  finer  than  EF.  This  boldly  toned  specimen 
is  worthy  of  examination  and  consideration. 

PCGS  #006064 


Condition  Census  Mint  State  1803  500 
Small  3 Variety 
The  Queller  Coin 


(2x  photo) 


529  1803  0-104.  Rarity-3.  Small  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lovely  Mint 

State  specimen  of  this  elusive  issue,  the  finest  of  the  variety  cited 
by  Herrman  in  his  study  of  early  half  dollar  offerings  for  the  past 
decade.  Intact  cartwheel  lustre  encircles  beautifully  toned  surfaces, 
principally  deep  silver  gray  but  enlivened  with  rose  in  the  obverse 
fields  and  deep  slate  blue  around  the  obverse  periphery,  while  the 
reverse  shows  bright  gold  toning  around  a pale  blue  center.  Ex- 
traordinarily attractive  for  the  assigned  grade,  with  a minimum  of 
surface  marks  and  minor  hairlines.  The  sum  total  description  of  the 
flaws  of  this  coin  when  described  in  2002  was  “a  few  light  surface 
marks  are  noted,  but  all  are  insignificant,”  a reasonable  assessment. 
Our  magnified  study  of  the  coin  revealed  a dull  nick  on  Liberty’s 
chin,  a microscopically  thin  scratch  from  Liberty’s  ribbon  to  her 
nose  that  will  not  show  up  in  the  photo  and  could  easily  be  missed 
when  examining  this  piece  in  person,  and  a tiny  raised  speck  left 
of  the  8 in  the  date.  The  eye  appeal  is  easily  that  of  a grade  or  two 
finer.  The  eagle’s  head  is  soft,  as  struck  and  as  usual,  with  the  only 
obverse  softness  in  the  stars  at  the  left  edge  and  at  the  tips  ofLiberty’s 
lowest  curls  and  a single  lock  below’  her  bow.  The  central  reverse 
is  marvelously  defined. 

The  Queller  sale  cataloguer  noted  that  only  the  Reed  Hawn 
coin  could  be  cited  as  a finer  specimen  of  this  Small  3 variety.  Steven 
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Toned  Gem  1811  Half  Dollar 


530  1806  0-109.  Rarity-1.  No  stem.  EF-45  (NGC).  Attractive 

golden  toning  with  highlights  of  pastel  blue  decorates  the  light  gray 
obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  a deeper  gray  with  subtle  pale  blue  ton- 
ing. Pleasing  for  the  grade,  some  light  granularity  at  central  obverse, 
thin  scratches  inside  of  stars  11  through  13  and  a single  horizontal 
scratch  under  the  motto  on  the  reverse.  A desirable  specimen  of 
the  date. 

PCGS  #006073 


lOO 


Herrman’s  most  up  to  date  (Autumn  2005)  listing  of  early  half  of- 
ferings lists  this  at  the  head  of  the  0-104  class,  with  the  only  other 
Mint  State  examples  listed  offered  in  1993  (an  NGC-63)  and  1997 
(a  raw  MS-60  in  a Stack’s  sale).  ANR  has  never  offered  an  1803  half 
dollar  graded  Mint  State,  and  apparently  no  other  firm  has  offered 
a Mint  State  Small  3 since  this  piece  was  last  sold  publicly  in  2002! 
This  piece  should  be  seen  and  enjoyed,  its  toning  appreciated  and 
Its  lustre  studied,  before  making  a bid  that  will  ensure  ownership 
of  this  lovely.  Condition  Census-level  half  dollar. 

PCGS  Population  (Small  3):  1;  1 finer  (MS-64). 

The  PCGS  population  for  all  1803  half  dollars  is  two  in  MS-62,  four 
finer  (MS-64  finest).  A careful  reader  will  be  able  to  extrapolate  that,  ac- 
cording to  the  certification  numbers,  the  Small  3 variety  is  more  challenging 
to  locate  in  choice  Mint  State. 

Purchased  from  Stack's  privately  in  December  1982;  Stack’s  sale  of 
the  Queller  Family  Collection  tf  half  dollars,  October  2002,  Lot  33  (@ 
839,100). 

PCGS  #006067 


(2x  photo) 

531  1811  O-108a.  Rarity-2.  MS-66  (NGC).  Extraordinary  bright 

cartwheel  lustre  encircles  both  sides,  adding  to  the  lovely  visual 
appeal  of  concentric  rings  of  gold  and  pale  blue  toning  around  deep 
gray  and  violet  centers.  A frosty  delight,  exceptionally  struck  and 
showing  almost  no  noteworthy  marks.  A very  shallow  abrasion  at 
tbe  tip  of  the  eagle’s  beak  is  seen  with  a glass.  A very  pretty  halt 
dollar,  luxuriously  toned  and  boasting  the  sort  of  lustre  only  seen 
on  pieces  of  gem  quality. 

NGC  Census  (all  varieties):  12;  3 finer  (all  MS-67). 

PCGS  #()()6096 
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NGC  Census  (all  1817/3):  2;  1 finer  (MS-66).  This  listing  reflects 
one  piece  called  1817/3,  one  called  1817/3  0-101,  and  another  (this  one) 
called  1817/3  O-IOla.  Whether  this  indicates  two  or  three  different  coins 
is  anyone’s  guess. 

Front  Bowers  and  Merena’s  Rarities  Sale,  August  1998,  Lot  187 
(@$28,750). 

PCGS  #006111 


Popular  1818/7  500 


1818/7  O-lOla.  Rarity-1.  MS-63  (NGC).  Superb  cartwheel 
lustre  encircles  mostly  brilliant  silver  gray  surfaces,  with  attractive 
violet-blue  toning  framing  the  peripheries.  Frosty  and  attractive, 
some  light  hairlines  but  no  significant  marks.  An  interesting  die 
crack  runs  from  the  rim  through  star  11  into  Liberty’s  drapery.  The 
overdate  characteristic  is  bold,  even  to  the  naked  eye.  A popular 
variety  that  is  elusive  when  seen  finer  than  here. 

NGC  Census  (1818/7):  9;  10  finer  (MS-66  finest). 

PCGS  #006115 


1820  O-103a.  Rarity-2.  Small  Date.  AU-55  (PCGS).  At- 
tractively toned  in  golden  shades  wath  a crescent  of  rose  and  deep 
green  around  the  left  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  gold  and  blue 
over  light  gray.  Good  lustre  for  the  grade,  a very  pretty  specimen. 

Front  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #006121 


Gem  Mint  State  1817/3  500 

Among  the  Finest  Known 


I2x  photo) 

1817/3  O-lOla.  Rarity-2.  MS-65  (NGC).  Superlative  cartwheel 
lustre  swirls  around  both  gorgeously  toned  surfaces.  The  color  is  a 
magnificent  pastiche,  dominated  by  gold  but  full  of  pale  blue,  rose, 
and  deep  gray  on  the  reverse  and  traces  of  olive  green.  The  overall 
impact  is  nothing  short  of  magnificent,  and  this  piece  would  be 
beautiful  no  matter  what  date  or  variety  it  was.  The  strike  is  sharp 
from  center  to  rim,  including  full  centers  of  all  stars  and  rounded 
talons;  only  the  eagle’s  head  shows  the  most  minor  softness.  The 
fields  are  essentially  immaculate,  with  only  the  most  minor  marks 
and  none  easily  discerned  without  a glass.  The  overdate  aspect  is 
bold  to  the  unaided  eye. 

While  NGC  has  certified  a single  1817/3  half  dollar  as  MS- 
66,  PCGS  has  never  certified  one  better  than  MS-64.  PCGS  has 
graded  two  pieces,  one  ex.  Eliasberg  and  Suros  collections  that  last 
sold  publicly  in  1999.  We  are  not  certain  the  two  1817/3  halves  in 
MS-65  on  the  NGC  Census  arc  different  specimens.  Herrman 
lists  no  other  MS-65  or  finer  example  of  this  specimen  trading 
hands  in  the  period  covered  by  his  survey  of  early  half  offerings  at 
auction.  While  the  $28,750  this  piece  brought  when  it  sold  eight 
years  ago  appears  to  be  a record  for  the  variety  at  auction,  we  have 
little  doubt  that  a collector  will  find  a greater  price  to  be  a bargain 
for  such  a beautiful  specimen  of  this  famous  variety.  We  have  never 
seen  a finer  one. 
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(2x  photo) 

536  1825  0-117.  Rarity-4.  MS-65  (NGC).  Superb  gem-quality  cart- 

wheel surrounds  frosty  surfaces,  framed  pale  blue  and  champagne 
tones  that  yield  to  rose.  An  extremely  attractive  specimen  with 
exemplary  detail.  Only  tiny  marks  are  seen  under  a glass,  though 
we  note  a short  scratch  behind  the  base  of  the  eagle’s  head.  Nicely 
preserved  and  beautifully  toned  over  the  years,  a highly  desirable 
specimen  of  the  date  or  type. 

PCGS  #006142 


Gem  Mint  State  1825  0-117  Half  Dollar 


535  1825  0-113.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (NGC).  A technically  sound  gem 

with  extraordinary  eye  appeal.  Vivid  pale  blue  frames  the  peripheries 
around  centers  that  have  toned  gold  and  rose  over  medium  gray. 
The  lustre  is  stellar  on  both  sides,  with  nice  broad  cartwheel.  The 
strike  is  bold,  a bit  flat  in  the  star  centers  but  elsewhere  showing 
good  detail.  A few  extremely  tiny  marks  are  noted  on  the  cheek, 
but  the  fields  are  nearly  free  of  contact  points.  A minor  spot  is 
present  above  the  eagle’s  beak.  This  piece  looks  superb  and  would 
grace  any  finicky  collector’s  cabinet.  Just  1 1 of  this  date  have  been 
graded  finer  by  NGC. 

PCGS  #006142 


537  1827  0-145.  Rarity-5.  AU-53  (NGC).  Glossy  dark  gray  toning 

with  somewhat  lighter  devices  and  some  gold  at  central  reverse. 
Smooth  and  appealing,  some  minor  marks,  vertical  scratch  in  right 
obverse  field,  dig  on  M of  AMERICA.  A sharp  and  attractive 
specimen  of  this  rare  variety,  finer  than  all  but  a few  of  those  listed 
in  the  I lerrman  work  that  h.ive  sold  publicly  in  the  last  several 
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years.  No  Mint  State  specimens  are  listed,  indeed,  the  very  finest 
sold  was  an  AU-58  (PCGS)  that  Sheridan  Downey  catalogued  as 
second  finest  known  in  2002.  It  realized  $4,279.  Specialists  seeking 
this  rare  variety  should  give  this  piece  their  consideration. 

PCGS  #006145 

Gem  Mint  State  1828  Half  Dollar 


538  1828  0-114.  Rarity-3.  MS-65  (NGC).  Underlying  golden  gray 

surfaces  show  brisk  lustre  tempered  by  fiery  shades  of  lilac,  gold, 
peach,  and  electric  blue.  A nicely  struck  example  of  the  date  and 
design  type. 

PCGS  #006148 

Gem  1831  Half  Dollar 


539  1831  0-103.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A truly  beautiful  gem 

specimen  with  full  brilliance,  bold  mint  lustre,  frosty  surfaces  and 
superior  aesthetic  appeal.  Sharply  struck,  with  only  trivial  softness 
on  the  eagle’s  talons,  and  all  but  four  stars  having  complete  central 
details.  A superb  piece  for  a gem  type  set,  surpassed  in  grade  at 
PCGS  by  only  four  examples. 

PCGS  Population:  31 ; 4 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

PCGS  #006159 


^ - SC 

Lovely  Gem  1832  Half  Dollar 


{2x  photo) 

541  1832  0-103.  Rarity-1.  MS-65  (NGC).  Pdngs  of  pale  sea  green, 

blue,  and  mellow  gold-orange  frame  the  brilliant  centers.  The 
cartwheel  is  excellent  on  both  sides  and  the  strike  shows  even  the 
finest  details.  The  obverse  shows  some  tiny  spots,  not  a significant 
consideration,  but  there  are  no  sizable  nicks. 

PC:GS  #006161 


Choice  Uncirculated  1831  Half  Dollar 


540  1831  0-103.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  (ANACS).  A wealth  of  bright 

underlying  lustre  breathes  life  into  wisps  of  pale  blue,  rose,  and 
gold  iridescence  on  both  sides  of  this  nicely  struck  Capped  Bust 
half  dollar. 

[■  PCGS  #006159 
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(2.x  photo) 


542  1834  0-111.  Rarity-1.  MS-66  (NGC).  An  incredibly  lustrous 

gem  with  sweeping  cartwheels  that  enhance  the  faint  dusting  of 
lively  lilac  iridescence  on  both  sides.  A touch  of  striking  weakness 
is  noted  on  both  sides,  not  an  unusual  occurrence  for  this  date  and 
variety  combination.  Just  four  grading  events  at  a finer  level  than  the 
present  coin  have  been  recorded  by  NGC.  An  attractive  gem. 

NGC  Census:  19;  4 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-67  finest). 

FCGS  #006166 


543 


1836  0-110.  Rarity-1.  Lettered  Edge.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bold 
cartwheel  lustre  enlivens  pleasing  golden  gray  surfaces.  Frosty  and 
attractive,  with  orange  and  blue  in  protected  areas.  Short  scratch 
under  IB  of  FLURIBUS,  only  minor  field  lines,  an  especially  choice 
and  appealing  specimen  at  this  grade  level. 

FC:GS  #006169 


Lustrous  1836  Lettered  Edge  500 


544  1836  0-122.  Rarity-2.  MS-64  (NGC).  Bold  and  crisp  underlying 

lustre  is  the  launching  pad  for  the  fiery  golden  toning  that  embel- 
lishes each  side  of  this  satiny  beauty.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date, 
with  Just  a modicum  of  faintness.  From  the  final  year  of  half  dollar 
coinage  with  edge  lettering;  later  in  1836  or  early  1837,  a small 
amount  of  collared,  reeded  edge  half  dollars  was  made  dated  1836, 
which  heralded  the  dawning  of  a new  coinage  style  ht  American 
numismatics. 

FCGS  #006169 


545  1838  MS-63  (NGC).  Lustrous,  satiny  surfaces  display  faint  cham- 

pagne highlights  with  decided  olive  overtones.  Nicely  struck  at  the 
centers,  somewhat  weak  at  the  peripheries  as  frequently  seen  for 
the  date. 

PCGS  #006177 


Lustrous  1838  Half  Dollar 


546  1838  MS-63  (NGC).  A very  attractive  example,  brilliant  and 

lustrous.  A few  contact  marks  are  seen  upon  careflil  examination, 
but  not  as  many  as  would  be  expected.  The  eye  appeal  is  much  finer 
than  normally  encountered  on  an  MS-63  coin.  The  1838  half  dollar 
is  very  important  as  the  first  year  of  the  short-lived  type  combining 
the  Capped  Bust  obverse  with  the  reverse  reading  HALF  DOL. 

FCGS  #006177 


no 
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549  1855-0  Arrows.  MS-63  (NGC).  A satiny,  lustrous  specimen  with 

varying  shades  of  deep  golden  toning  and  with  a hint  of  electric 
blue  at  the  rims  on  both  sides.  Sharply  struck  and  appealing  for  the 
assigned  grade. 

I’CGS  #006283 


Superb  Gem  1859  Half  Dollar 


550  1859  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  absolutely 

one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen.  A few  marks  here  and  there,  but 
we  would  have  no  qualms  calling  this  MS-66.  The  eye  appeal  is 
unforgettable.  Examine  it  and  you  will  want  to  take  it  home. 

NGC  Census:  7;  3 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #006296 


551  1869-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  lilac-gray  with  golden  gray  high- 

lights. Underlying  lustre  enhances  the  rich  obverse  toning,  as  well 
as  the  slightly  lighter  toned  reverse.  Nicely  struck. 

PCGS  Popul.itioii:  5;  3 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #006326 


552  1871  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A pleasingly  toned  cameo  with  frosty 

motifs  and  mirror  fields;  the  cameo  features  are  not  mentioned  on 
the  PCGS  holder.  The  obverse  is  richly  toned  in  iridescent  gold, 
peach,  lilac,  and  electric  blue,  while  the  reverse  displays  muted 
golden  tones. 

PCGS  I’opulation:  13;  3 finer  witliiii  any  designarion  (Proot-67  finest). 

PCGS  #006429 


Choice  Uncirculated  1853  Arrows  and  Rays  50y 


{2x  photo) 

! 548  1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A silver  gray  beauty 

with  intense  cartwheel  lustre  that  supports  a wealth  of  deep  electric 
blue  and  vivid  crimson  iridescence  on  the  obverse;  the  reverse  is 
largely  brilliant  with  some  warm  golden  toning  blossoming  in  the 
peripheral  regions.  Sharply  struck.  Considerably  scarcer  than  its 
Philadelphia  Mint  counterpart,  even  scarcer  than  the  comparative 
mintage  figtires  indicate.  Housed  in  an  old-style  PCGS  holder 
without  peripheral  frame,  a nice  “fresh”  coin  that  may  never  had 
made  a return  trip  to  the  grading  service. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

PCGS  #006276 


! Choice  Uncirculated  1853-0  Arrows  and  Rays  500 


547  1853  Arrows  and  Rays.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny  golden  gray 

surfaces  with  supportive  underlying  lustre,  a pleasing  com  with 
deepening  toning  at  the  rims.  An  ever-popular  type  coin. 
PCGS"#006275 


/lERicAN  Numismatic  Rarities 


III 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


557  1883  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  reflective  fields  and 

lightly  frosted  motifs  that  display  a high  degree  of  lustre  and  a mild 
yet  charming  prooflike  contrast.  From  a circulation  strike  mintage 
for  the  date  of  8,000  pieces,  a sign  of  the  times  in  the  smaller  silver 
denominations,  as  the  Mint’s  presses  were  busy  turning  out  nearly 
interminable  quantities  of  Morgan  dollars,  especially  in  Philadel- 
phia. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

PCGS  #006365 

Superb  Gem  1890  Half  Dollar 

Low-Mintage  Date 


555  1876  AU-53  (PCGS).  A common  issue  with  uncommon  appeal; 

strong  underlying  lustre  enhances  the  golden  gray  surfaces,  they  in 
turn  play  host  to  vivid  bull’s  eye  halos  of  violet,  blue,  and  various 
shades  of  crimson  and  peach  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is  medium 
silver  gray  with  strong  lustre  and  splashes  of  medium  rust  and  light 
sky  blue. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #006352 


556  1877-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Broadly  sweeping  cartwheel  lustre 

supports  varied  hues  of  rich  gold,  faint  umber,  and  fiery  blue  to- 
ward the  rim.  The  fields  are  satiny  and  the  devices  are  somewhat 
frosty,  adding  a nice  degree  of  eye  appeal  to  this  popular  Carson 
City  issue.  Struck  from  rusted  dies;  the  devices  take  on  a textured 
appearance  when  viewed  under  low  magnification.  A pretty  coin 
for  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  #006356 


558  1890  MS-66  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen  with  satiny  surfaces 

and  some  prooflike  characteristic.  Relatively  few  eireulation  strikes 
were  minted,  made  at  the  request  of  the  mint  superintendent  who 
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Deeply  Toned  1873-CC  No  Arrows  500 


(2x  photo) 

553  1873-CC  No  Arrows.  MS-61  (NGC).  Warm  underlying  lustre 

bolsters  a mix  of  sultry  gray,  warm  gold,  and  pale  lilac  on  the  ob- 
verse, while  the  reverse  is  a display  of  deep  champagne  with  some 
pale  charcoal  to  temper  the  effect.  From  a mintage  for  the  date  of 
122,500  pieces,  some  of  which  were  undoubtedly  melted  later  in 
the  year  at  the  time  ot  the  weight  change.  Definitely  a key  date  in 
higher  grades,  the  rarity  increasing  dramatically  once  EF  has  been 
surpassed.  A worthwhile  coin  for  the  assigned  grade,  one  that  should 
be  seen  to  be  appreciated. 

NGC  Census:  2;  4 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #006338 


554  1874  Arrows.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  warm 

golden  iridescence  beginning  at  the  rims.  An  attractive  coin  for 
the  grade. 

PCGS  #006346 
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wanted  to  prevent  collectors  from  obtaining  rarities,  as  would  be 
the  case  if  only  Proofs  were  struck.  The  present  coin  combines  high 
grade,  low  mintage,  high  eye  appeal,  and  certainly  reasonable  price 
on  today’s  market. 

NGC  Census:  7;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-68  finest). 

PCGS  #006372 


Gorgeous  Prooflike  1893-0  Barber  500 


559  1893-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields  form 

a bold  and  pleasing  cameo  contrast,  almost  as  though  one  were 
confronted  by  a branch  mint  Proof  Rich  and  vibrant  shades  of 
gold  grace  the  centers  and  peripheries,  while  a touch  of  vibrant 
electric  blue  adorns  the  dentils.  Nicely  struck,  though  not  fully 
so,  with  some  typical  New  Orleans  Mint  weakness  on  the  reverse 
at  the  eagle’s  sinister  (viewer’s  right)  claw.  An  exceptional  coin 
for  the  grade,  one  that  will  surely  entice  advanced  Barber  coinage 
speciahsts. 

PCGS  Population:  34;  7 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

PCGS  #006466 


560 


561 


Choice  Cameo  Proof  1895  Barber  500 


1895  Proof-64  Cameo  (NGC).  Satiny  textured  devices  and 
mirrored  fields  form  a modest  cameo  contrast.  The  obverse  hints 
at  faint  champagne,  while  the  reverse  glows  with  an  even  wash  of 
that  same  hue.  One  of  880  Proofs  of  the  date  struck. 

PCGS  #086542 


1895  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  beauty  that  approaches  gem  quality 
both  physically  and  visually.  Pale  champagne  centers  give  way  to 
deeper  hues  of  gold  at  the  rims.  Nicely  struck.  A reverse  toning 
spot  is  noted  in  the  dentils  above  the  second  A in  AMERICA. 

PCGS  #006471 


Elusive  1895-0  Barber  500 


562  1895-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  An  elusive  date  at  choice  Mint  State, 

as  here,  or  hner,  despite  a sizable  mintage  for  the  date  of  nearly  1 .8 
million  pieces.  Satiny  lustre  glows  beneath  pale  champagne  irides- 
cence, while  some  deeper,  muted  champagne  gathers  at  the  rims. 
Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  more  than  the  typical  amount  of 
sharpness  present. 

PC’GS  Population:  17;  11  finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PC:GS  #006472 


Exquisite  Gem  Cameo  Proof  1897  500 
NGC  Proof-68lk  Cameo 
No  Cameo  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

563  1897  Proof-68^  CAMEO  (NGC).  A superlative  gem  in  all 

regards.  The  devices  are  heavily  frosted,  while  the  mirrors  that 
support  Barber’s  handiwork  are  nearly  as  “deep  as  the  ocean.”  A 
whisper  of  faint  gold  enhances  Liberty’s  portrait,  and  some  taint 
rose  can  be  seen  among  the  reverse  arrows.  To  see  this  coin  is  to 
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love  it,  especially  after  you  have  scrutinized  it  carefully  under  low 
magnification.  We  could  not  find  a distracting  blemish  of  any  sort, 
and  we  are  confident  that  you  will  face  the  same  outcome.  Simply 
beautiful. 

NGC  Census:  3;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-69  ULTRA 
CAMEO). 

PCGS  #086544 


Incredible  Gem  Proof  1898  Half  Dollar 


i 

I 

1 

i 


18  9 a 


{2x  photo) 


564  1898  Proof-68  (NGC).  A superb  Proof,  one  of  the  finest  we  have 

ever  seen — virtual  perfection.  Light  golden  toning  and  some  blue 
over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  About  as  elegant  as  any  Proof  half  dollar 
can  be. 

NGC  Census:  13;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-68A 
CAMEO). 

PCGS  #006545 


565 


Impressive  Gem  1903-0  Barber  500 

None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

1903-0  MS-66  (NGC).  Robust  cartwheel  lustre  on  largely  bril- 
Hant  surfaces.  The  obverse  is  adorned  with  splashes  of  rich  violeti 
and  crimson  behind  Miss  Liberty’s  head,  while  the  reverse  bearsi 
some  deepening  lilac  iridescence  at  the  rims.  Nicely  struck  for  tha 
date,  with  more  design  elements  present  than  lacking,  a particularly) 
good  show  for  a 1903-0  Barber  half  dollar.  A rare  gem  survivor! 
from  a mintage  for  the  date  of  2.1  million  pieces.  About  as  fine  aa 
we  have  ever  seen  for  the  date. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #006496 


1 

I, 
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Sparkling  1903-S  Half  Dollar 


n 1905  Proof-66  CAMEO  (NGC).  Frosty  motifs  and  mirror  fields 
are  the  order  of  the  day.  The  obverse  moves  outward  from  central 

I brilliance  through  svisps  of  faint  violet,  deep  violet,  and  deep  electric 

blue,  while  the  reverse  is  largely  brilliant  at  the  center  with  the 
obverse  color  pattern  repeating  itself  there. 

NGC  Census:  2;  5 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proot-67  CAM- 
EO) 

PCGS  #086552 

Gem  Proof  1906  Barber  500 

Deeply  Toned 


1906  Proof-67  (NGC).  Splashes  of  mint  brilliance  bloom  here 
and  there  on  deep  scarlet,  violet,  and  electric  blue  surfaces.  CTne  of 
675  Proofs  of  the  date  produced.  Ifyou  enjoy  deeply,  richly  toned 
gem  Barber  coinage,  you  should  appreciate  the  present  gem. 

NGC  Census:  15;  4 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-68^  finest). 
PCGS  #006553 


' " - ^ 

Satiny,  Colorful  Gem  1907-0  500 


569  1907-0  MS-66  (NGC) . A highly  lustrous,  satiny  gem  with  exqui- 

site golden  olive  toning  highlights  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse 
is  a blend  of  subtle  violet  and  medium  gunmetal-blue.  About  as 
sharply  struck  for  a New  Orleans  Barber  half  dollar  as  you  will  ever 
encounter. 

NGC  Census:  7;  3 finer  (all  MS-67). 

PCGS  #006510 


570  1908-0  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny,  frosty  gem  with  underlying 

lustre  that  supports  faint  lilac  and  wisps  of  steel  gray  toward  the 
periphery.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with  essentially  full  design 
elements. 

PCGS  #006514 


571  1909  Proof-64  CAM  (PCGS).  Frosty  motifs  and  deeply  mirrored 

fields  exhibit  a rare  display  of  vivid  gold,  crimson,  and  fiery  peach 
toning  on  both  sides.  From  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  ofjust  650 
pieces. 

PtiGS  #086556 


Gem  Cameo  Proof  1905  Barber  500 

i 


^6 


1903-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty  specimen  with  sparkling  cart- 
wheel lustre  and  a whisper  of  faint  gold.  Free  of  major  marks  with 
satiny,  attractive  surfaces  that  beckon  to  your  bidding  instinct. 
PCGS  #006497 
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Exemplary  Gem  1909-S  Half  Dollar 

None  Graded  Finer  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

572  1909-S  MS-66^  (NGC).  Robust  cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides. 

The  obverse  is  brilliant  at  the  center  with  deep  gold,  amber,  and 
gunmetal-blue  at  the  rim,  while  the  reverse  is  much  the  same, 
though  the  peripheral  toning  is  somewhat  lighter.  A lovely  gem. 
NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #006518 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1910  Barber  500 

None  Certified  Finer  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 


573  1910  Proof-68  (NGC).  Modestly  frosted  motifs  and  richly  mir- 

rored fields  display  a solid  base  of  lively  golden  toning  with  splashes 
of  rich  orange,  tangerine,  sky  blue,  and  sea  green  on  both  sides. 
From  a Proof  mintage  for  the  date  of  just  551  pieces,  that  figure 
among  the  lowest  of  all  Proof  mintages  in  the  Barber  half  dollar 
series.  A stunning  gem  that  merits  the  grade. 

NGC  Census:  7;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #006557 


\\() 
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Gem  Uncirculated  1911-S  500 
The  Eliasberg  Specimen 
Finest  Certified  by  NGC 


1574  1911-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Satiny  silver  gray  with  a high  degree  of 

exceptional  lustre  on  both  sides.  A splendid  gem  that  was  called 
“possibly  the  finest  known”  in  the  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr. 
Collection,  April  1997,  a statement  that  probably  still  holds  water 
in  today’s  numismatic  climate.  Simply  splendid. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena 's  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collec- 
tion, April  1997,  Lot  2125. 

PCGS  #006523 


576 


1916-D  MS-64  (PCGS)  . Lustrous,  satiny  matte-like  surfaces  glow 
with  warm  champagne  highlights.  A pleasing  example  of  the  first 
year  of  the  design  type. 


PCGS  #006567 


Choice  Mint  State  1917-D  500 

Reverse  Mintmark  Variety 


577  1917-D  Reverse  mintmark.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A frosty  gem  of 

extraordinary  visual  appeal.  The  satiny  surfaces  display  intensely 
active  cartwheel  lustre,  and  the  high  points  display  a nuance  of 
faint  gold  and  rose  iridescence.  Nicely  struck  as  well,  with  nearly 
full  head  and  cap  details  on  Miss  Liberty  as  well  as  strong  central 
hand  details.  The  first  year  of  the  series  with  the  mintmark  on  the 
reverse,  as  well  as  the  last  year  of  the  series  with  mintmark  still  on 
the  obverse;  this  year  comes  with  both  varieties.  A real  “looker” 
for  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  #00657"l 


ij575  Nearly  complete  set  of  Walking  Liberty  half  dollars,  lacking 

just  the  1921  -D  for  completeness.  This  is  a solid  collector  oriented 
set,  with  grades  running  the  gamut  from  nice  Fine- 15  or  so  all  the 
way  through  to  many  attractive  Uncirculated  later  dates.  Key  issues 
include:  ☆ 1921  F-15  ☆ 1921-S  F-12.  A nice  set  for  a collector  as 
well  as  for  an  active  dealer.  We  suggest  the  set  be  viewed  in-person 
so  an  accurate  bidding  assessment  can  be  made.  (Total:  64  pieces) 
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(2x  photo) 

578  1918-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny,  matte-like  surfaces  exude  pale 

golden  warmth  and  frosty,  inviting  lustre.  In  spite  of  a mintage  for 
the  date  of  more  than  3.8  million  pieces,  high-grade  examples  of  the 
date  have  proven  to  be  elusive.  The  present  coin,  a coin  that  amply 
meets  the  requirements  of  the  grade,  should  fill  the  bill  nicely  for  an 
ardent  Liberty  Walking  halfdollar  enthusiast.  Typical  strike  for  the 
date,  head  and  hand  details  on  the  obverse  only  partly  accounted 
for. 

RCGS  #006575 


Lustrous  Choice  Uncirculated  1919-S  500 


(2x  photo) 

1919-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully  lustrous  and  largely  brilliant  with 
a nuance  of  faint  champagne  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck  for  the 
date  with  strong  central  hand  and  head  details  on  the  obverse. 
Two  horizontal  contact  marks  on  the  obverse  above  IN  GOD  WE 
TRUST  are  the  only  marks  worthy  of  mention.  Eliminate  those 
two  marks  from  the  equation  and  we’re  certain  this  coin  would 
have  garnered  a much  finer  grade  assignment  from  PCGS. 

PCGS  #()()6579 


Lovely  Choice  Uncirculated  1918-D  50 


579 
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(2x  photo) 

! 580  1920-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A gorgeous,  satiny  gem  with  sultry 

medium  champagne  toning  that  whirls  about  on  the  heavily  lustrous 
surfaces.  Nicely  struck  as  well,  with  strong  head  and  hand  details 
on  the  obverse,  areas  of  the  design  that  are  often  lacking  on  this  and 
other  dates  in  the  series.  A notable  prize  in  Uncirculated  grades, 
despite  a mintage  of  more  than  1.5  million  pieces.  Simply  superb, 
a coin  that  will  see  unbridled  bidding  enthusiasm. 

PCGS  Population:  43;  6 finer  (all  MS-66). 

An  unusual  reverse  die  break  begins  at  the  rim  above  the  second  T in 
STATES,  running  diagonally  downward  through  the  following  E and  from 
there  to  the  upper  edge  of  the  eagle’s  wing  below  OF;  this  die  break  closely 
resembles  the  famous  “comet”  die  break  found  on  certain  1807  large  cents. 
Other  tiny  die  cracks  can  be  seen  in  the  reverse  design  as  well. 

PCGS  #006581 


582  1933-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A sparkling  pale  golden  gem  with  intense 

cartwheel  lustre,  a strong  strike,  and  unyielding  eye  appeal.  The  first 
date  produced  within  the  denomination  since  the  1929-S  issue.  If 
a gem  1933-S  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  with  plenty  of  eye  appeal 
is  high  on  your  want  list,  you  would  do  well  to  bid  accordingly  on 
this  exciting  beauty. 

PCGS  #006591 


Frosty  Mint  State  1920-D  500 


581  1920-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A sharply  struck  specimen  with  strong 

cartwheel  lustre  and  a nuance  of  faint  champagne  on  both  sides. 
All  the  central  details  are  crisp,  the  only  inherent  weakness  present 
at  the  tops  of  the  date  numerals,  not  an  unusual  occurrence  for 
the  date.  Just  about  as  nice  as  you  could  possibly  want  in  a MS-64 
coin. 

PCGS  #006581 

Gem  Mint  State  1933-S  500 


Splendid  Gem  Uncirculated  1920-D  500 
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{2x  photo) 

583  1934-S  MS-67  (PCGS).  A simply  enchanting  gem  example  of 

the  date.  The  lustre  is  broadly  sweeping  and  highly  active,  the 
brilliance  is  dominant  with  just  a faint  wisp  here  and  there  of  pale 
champagne  and  the  eye  appeal  takes  the  viewer  beyond  the  assigned 
grade.  Exceptional  quality  and  value  combine  here. 

RCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #006594 

Gem  Uncirculated  1935-D  500 


Extraordinary  1934-S  Half  Dollar 
PCGS  MS-67 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


586  1936-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  faintly  speckled  olive- 

gold  toning  that  gives  the  coin  a matte-like  appearance.  Pleasing 
lustre  glides  effortlessly  across  the  silky  surfaces. 

PCGS  #006600 


Impressive  Gem  1938  Half  Dollar 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


587  1938  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  extraordinarily  beautiful  gem  example 

of  the  date.  Intense,  broadly  sweeping  lustre  supports  a rich  array 
of  varied  champagne  hues.  The  strike  is  bold  and  the  eye  appeal  is 
unstoppable. 

PCGS  Population:  42;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #006604 


^ I J.J..— .1  1 . II  I ■ t . ...  .1.  I . ,1  J,  I,  , , , I.mui  .m>—  m 1 

American  Numismaeic  Raritu 


Lustrous  Gem  1935-S  500 


585 


584  1935-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A gorgeous  gem  with  satiny  surfaces 

that  virtually  erupt  in  frosty  lustre  and  rich  champagne  iridescence. 
Nicely  struck  for  the  date  as  well,  with  a good  deal  of  Liberty’s  head 
details  and  central  hand  details  visible.  Definitely  gem  quality. 
PC(;S  #0065% 


588  1941  Proof-66  (NGC).  A richly  toned  gem  Proof,  a coin  that 

shares  its  remaining  mint  brilliance  with  a dusting  of  pale  silver 
gray,  and  with  crescents  of  rich  and  vibrant  gold  at  the  rims. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #006641 


1935-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny,  lustrous  gem  with  faint,  scat- 
tered gold  and  peach  on  both  sides.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date,  with 
nearly  full  central  hand  details.  Worthy  of  the  assigned  grade. 
PCGS  Population:  81;  2 liner  (both  MS-67). 

PCGS  #006597 
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1941 -S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Chiefly  brilliant  with  some  crisp  golden 
hues  at  the  obverse  rim.  Somewhat  prooflike  in  the  fields,  which 
contrasts  nicely  with  the  lightly  frosted  motifs.  Nicely  struck  for  the 
date  as  well,  with  partial  head  and  hand  details  seen  on  the  obverse. 
While  nearly  300  examples  of  the  date  have  been  called  MS-66, 
as  here,  just  a half  dozen  examples  have  received  finer  grades  from 
PCGS,  all  of  those  called  MS-67. 

PCGS  #006613 


591  1941-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A frosty  pale  golden  gem  with  strong 

cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  Some  attractive  rose  iridescence 
makes  its  presence  felt  on  the  reverse.  Striking  weakness  at  Liberty’s 
head,  as  typically  seen  for  the  date;  partial  hand  details  are  noted  at 
the  center. 

PCGS  #006613 

Satiny  Gem  Proof  1942  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

593  1942  Proof-67  (PCGS) . A beautifiil  gem  with  reflective  fields  and 

lightly  frosted  motifs.  A brisk  array  of  vivid  golden  yellow,  crimson, 
and  peach  blend  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  largely  bril- 
liant at  the  center  with  a dusting  of  faint  lilac  and  blue  leading  to 
rich  electric  yellow  rims.  Physically  sound  and  apt  to  win  a beauty 
contest. 

PCGS  #006642 
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589  Pair  of  NGC-certified  half  dollars:  ☆ 1941  MS-66.  Mottled  rich 
silver  gray  with  deep  rich  rose  highlights  on  both  obverse  and 
reverse,  the  reverse  also  displays  neon  blue-green  ☆ 1945-D  MS- 
64A.  Splashes  of  mottled  bluish  green,  rose,  and  lilac-gray  on  both 
surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


Incredibly  Beautiful  Gem  Proof  1942  Half  Dollar 

Superlative  Toning  Highlights 


592  1942  Proof-68  (NGC) . A largely  brilliant  gem  with  satiny,  some- 

what reflective  fields  and  nearly  matching  design  motifs.  A beautiful 
coin  in  all  regards. 

PCGS  #006642 


594  1942  Proof-67  (PCGS).  A richly  toned  gem  example  of  the  date. 

The  obverse  is  afire  with  varied  hues  of  sea  green,  gold,  blue,  violet, 
orange,  and  others  too  numerous  to  mention,  while  the  reverse  is 
largely  brilliant  with  deep  crimson  and  indigo  toning  beginning 
to  assert  itself  From  the  final  year  of  Proofs  in  the  denomination 
until  1950;  World  War  II  temporarily  interrupted  the  status  quo  at 
the  Mint. 

PCGS  #006642 
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Frosty  Gem  1945-S  500 


600  1948-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Satiny,  matte-like  centers  with  fiery 

rust  red  at  the  rims,  heaviest  on  the  obverse.  A real  “looker.” 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #086652 


596  1945-S  MS-67  (NGC).  A heavily  lustrous  and  incredibly  frosty 

gem.  Nicely  struck  with  decent  head  and  hand  details  on  the  ob- 
verse; this  date  is  often  lacking  in  that  area.  Easily  one  of  the  prettiest 
Walking  Liberty  half  dollars  to  cross  our  desk  in  some  time. 

NGC  Cemus:  13;  1 finer  (MS-67*). 

PCGS  #006626 


597  Pair  of  Liberty  Walking  half  dollars  grading  MS-66  (PCGS): 

☆ 1945-S.  Lustrous  and  attractive  ☆ 1946-D.  Mottled  gold,  sea 
green,  magenta,  and  deep  rich  silver  gray  toning  on  the  obverse, 
the  reverse  is  a delicate  lilac-gray  with  deep  rich  silver  gray  at  the 
periphery.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


601  1948-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Broadly  sweeping  underlying  lustre 

enhances  the  rich  orange,  red,  crimson,  and  sea  green  on  both  sides 
of  this  beautifully  toned  gem. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #086652 


598  1946-S  MS-67  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  blazing  cartwheel  lustre 

and  faint  golden  hues  on  both  sides.  Satiny  surfaces  display  the  gem 
quality  to  the  lull  advantage.  Some  hand  and  head  detail  present  on 
the  obverse,  a plus  where  San  Francisco  Mint  half  dollars  of  the  era 
are  concerned. 

NGC  Census:  36;  2 finer  within  any  designation  (both  MS-67*  fin- 
est). 

PCGS  #006629 


602  1949  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  at  the  obverse  center  with 

concentric  halos  of  deep  crimson,  electric  blue,  and  rose  toward 
the  rim,  the  reverse  largely  brilliant  with  some  deep  electric  blue 
and  crimson  at  the  rim. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #086653 


595  Group  of  PCGS-ccrtified  half  dollars:  ☆ 1942  MS-64.  Satiny 

lustre  ☆ 1944  MS-65.  Rich  subdued  sunset  orange  and  olive  ton- 
ing at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1947  MS-65.  Delicate  mottle  rose-gray 
obverse  center  with  a crescent  of  iridescent  rainbow  toning,  the 
reverse  displays  rich  iridescent  rose  and  neon  green  with  splashes 
of  darker  toning  on  the  reverse  ☆ 1947-D  MS-66.  Deep  rich  rose 
toning  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  displays  a mixture  of  iridescent 
magenta,  gold,  rose,  blue,  and  green  toning.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


603  1949-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Chiefly  brilliant  at  the  center  with  rich 

rainbow  iridescence  at  the  rims.  A gorgeous  gem. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #006654 


reverse  is  evenly  frosted  with  heavy  iridescent  orange  and  faint  lilac. 
Incredible. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #086651 


599 


1948  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  A great  deal  of  frosty  mint  brilliance 
on  the  obverse  blends  with  deep  violet,  green,  and  gold,  while  the 
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1949-S  MS-66  (NGC).  Satiny,  lustrous  gem  surfaces  display  a 
wealth  of  delightful  peach  toning  on  the  obverse,  with  some  faint 
champagne  on  the  reverse.  Exquisite. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #006655 


1950  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Satiny,  matte-like  steel  gray  on  the 
obverse  with  a bright  dusting  of  crimson  and  sea  green,  the  reverse 
largely  brilliant  with  deep  crimson  and  electric  blue  at  the  rim. 
From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #086656 


1950-D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Sweeping  underlying  cartwheel 
lustre  supports  a veritable  carnival  of  color,  with  lightly  speckled 
silver  tones  going  head  to  head  with  vivid  violet,  sky  blue,  gold, 
and  other  delightful  hues  on  the  obverse.  The  reverse,  meanwhile, 
features  rich  peach  and  gold  iridescence  among  a sea  of  rich  ocean 
green.  Exquisitely  toned.  This  sort  of  beauty  will  entice  not  only 
collectors  of  Franklin  half  dollars  who  arc  seeking  absolute  quality, 
but  should  also  draw  strong  bidding  attention  from  aficionados  of 
incredibly  toned  U.S.  coins. 

PCGS  Population:  39;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #086657 

Quintette  of  PCGS-certified  Franklin  half  dollars:  ☆ 1951 
MS-66  Mottled  bluish  gray  and  gold  toning  over  both  surfaces  ☆ 
1952  MS-65  FBL.  Lustrous  with  mottled  rose,  gold,  and  bluish 
green  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1952-S  MS-65.  ILich  golden  toning  on 
the  obverse  with  rainbow  toning  at  the  periphery,  the  reverse  is  a 
delicate  lilac-gray  with  rich  golden  and  olive-gold  at  the  periphery 
☆ 1953-S  MS-65.  Silvery  gray  with  a splash  of  rich  frosty  rose  on 
the  obverse,  the  reverse  displays  rich  frosty  rose  ☆ 1954-S  MS-65. 
Frosty  lilac-gray,  sunset,  and  gold  toning  on  both  surfaces.  (Total; 
5 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 
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608  1951  MS-63  FBL  (PCGS).  Simply  superb.  A wealth  of  incredible 

underlying  lustre  adds  fiery  life  to  the  violet,  pale  sea  green,  and 
deep  electric  blue  obverse  highlights,  while  the  reverse  is  a study 
in  faint  champagne  contrasted  by  deep  crimson  iridescence  at  the 
rim. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #086658 


609  1951 -D  MS-65  FBL  (NGC).  Smoky  golden  gray  with  deep  shades 

of  sea  green,  orange,  and  gold  on  both  sides. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #086659 


610  1951-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  centers  give  way  to  deep, 

delectable  halos  of  fiery  gold,  rust  red,  and  warm  peach,  chiefly 
on  the  obverse  with  only  a hint  of  toning  at  the  reverse  rim.  A 
beauty. 

Front  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #006660 


611 


1951-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Wisps  of  deep  orange  and  bright  sea  green 
iridescence  flutter  across  the  satiny,  matte-like  steel  gray  surfaces 
of  this  pleasing  gem;  reverse  toning  is  limited  to  a halo  at  the  rim. 
From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #006660 
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612  1952-D  MS-62  (NGC).  A delicate  display  of  winsome  gold,  lilac, 

and  sea  green  graces  both  sides  of  this  lustrous  half  dollar.  Quite  an 
eyefull  for  an  MS-62  coin. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #006662 


613  1953  MS-64  (PCGS).  Speckled  deep  gray  dominates  the  obverse, 

with  underlying  wisps  of  vibrant  lilac,  sea  green,  and  gold;  the 
reverse  is  largely  speckled  deep  violet  and  electric  blue. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #006664 


614  1953-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  A frosty,  satiny  gem  with  exquisite 

eye  appeal.  The  obverse  is  largely  pale  sky  blue  with  a deep  peach 
halo  at  the  rim,  the  reverse  much  the  same  though  the  peripheral 
toning  is  deeper  and  more  expansive. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #086665 


616  1954  MS-64  FBL  (PCGS) . A frosty,  highly  lustrous  specimen  with 

pale  champagne  center  on  the  obverse  encircled  by  faint  pastel  halos 
of  varied  gold  and  heather  hues.  The  reverse  is  a pleasing  blend  of 
iridescent  sea  green  and  pale  heather. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #086667 


617  1954-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  A satiny,  matte-like  gem  with 

raging  cartwheel  lustre  that  supports  faint  sky  blue  and  lilac  on 
the  obverse,  the  reverse  is  deeply  enriched  by  vivid  orange  irides- 
cence. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #086668 


618  1954-D  MS-65  (ANACS).  Splashes  of  fiery  orange,  peach,  and 

electric  blue  dominate  both  sides  of  this  lustrous  gem. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #006668 


615  Group  of  Franklin  half  dollars:  ☆ 1954  Proof-66  (PCGS).  Deep  rich 

lilac  and  bluish  green  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  with  bright  iri- 
descent gold,  rose,  violet,  and  steel  blue  ☆ 1955  Proof-67  (PCGS). 
Deep  rich  iridescent  rose,  gold,  and  sea  green  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 
1957  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Reflective  with  iridescent  sky  blue,  rose, 
and  golden  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1958  Proof-68  (ICG) . Pdeh 
deep  rose,  gunmetal-blue,  and  lilac-gray  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse 
with  deep  rich  sea  green,  rose,  and  silver  gray  ☆ 1960  Proof-64 
(PCGS).  Mirrored  surfaces  with  splashes  of  gold  and  rich  silver  gray 
at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1962  Proof-66  (NGC).  Rdch  rose  toning  over 
reflective  surfaces.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


1955  MS-65  (NGC).  A wealth  of  underlying  lustre  supports  rich 
gold,  violet,  sea  green,  and  smoky  topaz  toning. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #()()667() 

Selection  of  certified  Franklin  half  dollars:  ☆ 1956  MS-66 
FBL  (PCGS).  Mixture  of  mottled  gray,  blue,  gold,  and  rose  ton- 
ing over  both  surfaces  ☆ 1958  MS-64  (PCGS).  Mottled  lilac-gr.iy, 
rose,  blue-green,  and  gold  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  with  splashes 
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622  1957-D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  expansive 

underlying  lustre  that  highlights  the  pale  sky  blue,  crimson,  and 
gold  obverse  iridescence;  the  reverse  is  partly  matte-like  steel  gray 
tempered  with  rich  gold,  violet,  sea  green,  and  orange  highlights. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

RCGS  #086673 


626  1960-D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  A satiny,  lustrous  gem  with  faint 

golden  iridescence  on  both  sides.  Sharply  struck  and  highly  elusive 
as  such.  A Condition  Rarity  Franklin  half  dollar  that  should  suit  even 
the  fussiest  quality-conscious  collector. 

l’C(!S  Population:  16;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #086679 


1957  MS-66  (PCGS).  Gloriously  lustrous  with  pale  peach  and 
violet  tones  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  a study  in  vivid  violet,  blue, 
and  sea  green. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #006672 


625  1959-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  A visually  stunning  gem  with 

strong  lustre  on  both  sides.  Pale  rose  centers  give  way  to  deep  gold, 
crimson,  and  red  at  the  rim,  while  the  reverse  is  largely  brilliant 
with  a nuance  of  faint  champagne. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #086677 

Condition  Rarity  1960-D  Franklin  500 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


of  bright  gold,  ro.se-gold,  bluish  gray,  and  lilac-gray  ☆ 1960  MS- 
64  FBL  (PCGS).  Lustrous  with  rainbow  toning  at  the  obverse 
periphery,  the  reverse  with  satiny  center  and  splashes  of  brownish 
gray,  bluish  gray,  and  magenta  at  the  rim  ☆ 1961  MS-65  (PCGS). 
Delicate  mottled  rose  with  iridescent  sea  green,  gold,  and  rich  rose 
at  the  obverse  periphery,  the  reverse  displays  lustrous  delicate  gold 
with  just  a whisper  of  rainbow  toning  at  the  rim  ☆ 1962  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Rich  brownish  gray  with  iridescent  rainbow  toning  at 
the  obverse  periphery,  the  reverse  is  lustrous  with  just  a whisper 
ot  delicate  toning  ☆ 1962-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  silver  gray 
surfaces  with  deep  rich  rainbow  toning  on  the  obverse  and  just  a 
touch  of  rose  at  the  reverse  rim  ☆ 1963  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mottled 
bluish  gray  and  lilac-gray  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  with  rich 
rose  and  steel  blue  at  the  periphery  ☆ 1963-L)  (2).  MS-64  (NGC). 
Iridescent  rainbow  toning  on  the  obverse,  reverse  is  lustrous  with 
delicate  silver  gray  speckling;  AU-58  (PCGS).  Iridescent  rainbow 
toning  at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  9 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


624  1958-D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  Lustrous  champagne  highlights  on 

the  obverse  with  bursts  of  violet,  crimson,  and  sea  green.  The  reverse 
is  largely  crimson  and  rust  red  with  some  violet  iridescence. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #086675 


627  1960-D  MS-65  FBL  (PCGS).  Sedate  shades  of  pale  green,  rose, 

and  crimson  adorn  the  satiny,  matte-like  obverse  ot  this  lustrous 
gem,  while  the  reverse  is  nearly  blindingly  brilliant. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PC(;S  #086679 
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1958-D  MS-66  FBL  (PCGS).  The  viewer’s  aesthetic  sensibilities 
will  spring  to  life  when  this  richly  toned  Franklin  half  is  seen.  Vi- 
brant sea  green,  gold,  peach,  and  lilac  hues  dominate  both  sides. 
From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

I'CGS  #086675 
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628  1961-D  MS-66  (PCGS).  A gloriously  toned  gem  that  is  not  only 

a treat  to  the  eye,  but  a beautiful  Franklin  half  dollar  that  is  tied  for 
finest  certified  of  the  date  in  the  eyes  of  PCGS.  The  obverse  is  a 
beautifiil  study  in  crisp  peach,  rose,  gold,  and  deep  iridescent  green, 
with  a touch  of  mint  brilliance  noted  here  and  there.  The  reverse 
is  lustrous  lilac-gray  with  speckled  rust  iridescence  near  the  rims. 
An  impressive  coin  at  nrany  levels. 

PCGS  Population;  14;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #006681 


629  1963-D  MS-65  FBL(PCGS).  Satiny  silver  gray  surfaces  support 
broadly  sweeping  lustre,  the  lustre  in  turn  supporting  an  array  of 
rich,  fiery  orange  and  gold. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #086685 

630  Group  of  NGC-certified  Kennedy  half  dollars;  ☆ 1964  MS-65. 
Obverse  mainly  sunset  orange  with  rainbow  iridescence  mixed  in, 
the  reverse  displays  golden  and  silver  gray  toning  at  the  periphery 

☆ 1964-D  MS-65.  Rich  mottled  rainbow  toning  on  the  obverse, 
reverse  with  rich  mottled  sunset  orange  and  green  toning  ☆ 1966 
SMS  MS-67.  Satiny  reflective  surfaces  with  rich  golden  iridescence 
at  the  obverse  periphery  ☆ 1968-D  MS-65.  Rainbow  iridescence 
at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1977  MS-66.  Lustrous  rose-gold  centers  with 
delicate  sky  blue  and  green  at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  5 piece.s) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

631  Group  of  FCGS-certified  Kennedy  half  dollars:  ☆ 1964-D  (3). 
MS-66  (2);  MS-65  ☆ 1965  MS-66  ☆ 1966  MS-65  ☆ 1967  MS-66 

☆ 1968-D  MS-65  ☆ 1969-D  MS-64  ☆ 1776-1976-D  Clad.  MS- 
65  ☆ 1776-1976-S  Clad.  Proof-67  CAM  ☆ 1980-P  MS-66.  Each 
with  toning  of  various  shades,  some  are  richly  toned  while  others 
are  lightly  toned.  An  attractive  group  that  must  be  seen  to  be  ap- 
preciated. Most  Kennedy  half  dollars  are  brilliant  to  some  degree, 
and  a group  such  as  this  with  many  richly  toned  pieces  should  be 
exciting  to  Kennedy  half  dollar  collectors.  (Total:  11  pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

632  Three  Kennedy  half  dollars  grading  MS-66  (NGC):  ☆ 1965  ☆ 1966 

☆ 1967.  Each  with  satiny  centers  and  deep  rich  rainbow  toning  at 
the  peripheries.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


Silver  Dollars 


Pleasing  1795  Dollar 
Head  of  1794 


633  1795  BB-14,  B-4.  Rarity-3.  Head  of  1794.  EF-40  (NGC). 

Highly  attractive  surfaces  show  pale  green,  gold,  and  blue  overlaid 
on  antitjue  gray  fields  and  light  silver  gray  devices.  Some  lustre 
remains  at  the  peripheries.  The  overall  visual  impact  is  superb  for 
the  grade,  and  the  view  under  a magnifying  glass  is  equally  pleas- 
ant. We  note  a thin  vertical  scratch  above  5 of  the  date  and  a few 
spots  at  central  reverse,  which  should  not  dissuade  anyone.  This  is 
a lovely  early  dollar,  lightly  circulated  but  never  abused,  and  would 
marvelously  represent  the  date  in  a set  that  is  built  with  eye  appeal 
and  strong  value  in  mind. 

PCGS  #006858 


126 


American  Numismaiic  Rariih- 
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(2x  photo) 

635  1795  BB-21,  B-1.  Rarity-1.  EF-40  (NGC).  Deep  gray  surtkes 

sliow  gold  and  pale  blue  toning  highlights.  Nicely  detailed  and  at- 
tractive, no  major  post-striking  marks.  A batch  ot  horizontal  adjust- 
ment marks  across  the  obverse  are  most  notable  beneath  Liberty’s 
ear  and  around  star  11.  Some  light  granularity  is  visible  at  central 
obverse,  in  Liberty’s  hair  and  to  a lesser  extent  in  the  fields,  a natural 
situation  that  often  comes  with  the  territory.  Indeed,  considering 
the  lack  of  previous  experience  with  precious  metals  the  ass.iyers 
and  melters  at  the  First  Mint  had,  it’s  a wonder  the  planchets  are 
as  attractive  as  they  usually  are.  This  undamaged  example  retains 
lovely  eye  appeal  and  is  worthy  of  a good  bid. 

RCCS  #006852 


Choice  EF  1795  Dollar 

Flowing  Hair 


Delightful  EF  1795  BB-21  $1 


(2x  photo) 

634  1795  BB-21,  B-1.  Rarity-2.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Exemplary  deep 

gray  with  lighter  devices  and  attractive  gold  and  deep  blue  under- 
tones. Smooth  and  pleasing  with  good  lustre  adhering  to  design 
elements.  An  old  nick  below  the  first  S of  STATES,  tw'o  vertical 
scrapes  right  of  OF,  and  a much  smaller  nick  below  Liberty’s  chin 
arc  the  only  marks  worth  mentioning,  and  even  they  blend  into 
the  well  toned  fields.  This  is  a very  handsome  Flowing  Hair  dollar, 
sharp  and  boasting  great  surface  quality,  worthy  of  an  intelligently 
built  cabinet. 

I'CGS  #006853 


viERiCAN  Numismahc  Rarities 
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High-Grade  1795  Flowing  Hair  $1 


(2x  photo) 

636  1795  BB-27,  B-5.  Rarity-1.  Three  Leaves.  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Warm  slate  gray  with  lighter  gold  and  rose  on  the  high  points  of 
the  obverse,  coupled  with  a rich  golden  gray  reverse.  The  popular 
variety'  with  an  engraver’s  mark  in  the  field,  the  raised  “bar,”  behind 
Miss  Liberty’s  uppermost  curl.  Free  of  major  marks,  just  a curved 
scratch  hiding  lett  ot  star  6.  A truly  splendid  example  of  the  date 
and  grade,  and  a coin  that  is  both  physically  and  aesthetically  ap- 
pealing. 

PCC;S  #006852 


Attractive  EF  1795  Flowing  Hair  $1 


{2x  photo) 

637  1795  BB-27,  B-5.  Three  Leaves.  Rarity-1.  EF-45  (PCGS). 

Light  and  medium  silver  gray  with  deeper  gr.ay  tones  yielding  blue 
and  violet  highlights  inside  the  rims.  Sharply  struck,  some  lustre 
persists  m protected  areas.  A short  batch  of  adjustment  marks  are 
present  on  either  side  of  OF  on  the  reverse,  some  more  subtle 
vestiges  elsewhere  around  the  reverse  periphery.  Some  minor 
hairlines,  no  significant  marks,  good  eye  appeal  for  the  grade.  A 
very  attractive  example  of  this  short-lived  first  dollar  ty'pe. 

EGGS  #006852 


S 
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Attractive  EF  1796  $1 


639  1795  BB-27,  B-5.  Rarity-1.  Three  Leaves.  VF-30  (PCGS). 

Dark  even  dusky  gray  with  slightly  lighter  gray  on  the  highest  points 
of  the  design.  Exceptionally  well  detailed  for  the  grade  assigned, 
with  sharpness  seemingly  closer  to  EF  in  most  areas.  A natural 
planchct  flaw  is  present  below  Y of  LIBERTY,  no  heavy  marks, 
some  old  buildup  of  surface  dirt.  A very  desirable  specimen  of  this 
popular  issue,  especially  for  those  who  eschew  unnatural  brightness 
on  a 20{)-year-old  coin. 

PCGS  #(KJ6852 


640  1795  BB-27,  B-5.  Rarity-1.  Three  Leaves.  VF-20  (PCGS). 

Dusky  deep  gray  with  highlights  of  gold,  especially  on  the  reverse. 
Very  well  detailed  for  the  grade,  sharper  than  others  we  have  seen 


642  1796  BB-61,  B-4.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  (ANACS).  Even  dark  gray 

toning  with  a subtle  golden  overtone.  Very  boldly  defined,  with  the 
slightly  lighter  color  of  the  devices  and  legends  contrasting  nicely 
with  the  darker  fields.  The  surfaces  are  lively  and  pleasing,  some 
very  light  horizontal  hairlines  are  noted  around  the  date,  scattered 
tiny  nicks  including  a concentration  near  and  below  LIBER.  Some 
subtle  adjustment  marks  are  oriented  vertically  on  the  reverse, 
visible  left  of  OF  and  hidden  among  the  letters  ot  UNITED.  A 
desirable  specimen  of  this  scarce  date,  one  that  would  look  nice  m 
a lightly  circulated  date  set  ot  Bust  dollars. 

PCGS  #006859 


iMERicAN  Numismatic  Rarities 


Classic  1795  Flowing  Flair  $1 


certified  at  the  same  level.  A dull  horizontal  nick  is  present  below 
Liberty’s  jaw,  another  at  the  extreme  tip  of  the  bust.  Magnified 
scrutiny  reveals  some  other  light  nicks,  abrasions  and  pinscratches 
scattered  here  and  there,  none  especiaOy  serious  though  we  note  some 
light  scrapes  under  Liberty’s  chin.  A few  natural  microscopic  pits  are 
confined  to  the  extreme  central  obverse.  A handsome  example  of 
the  type  that  wiO  undoubtedly  be  enjoyed  by  its  next  owner. 

PCGS  #006852 


First  Year  1795  Draped  Bust  $1 


641  1795  BB-51,  B-14.  Rarity-2.  EF-45  (NGC).  Pleasing  deep 

gray  fields  contrast  with  lighter  silver  gray  devices  and  some  light 
undertones  visible  under  scrutiny.  A pleasing  example  of  the  very 
first  Draped  Bust  dollar  issue,  showing  no  noticeable  adjustment 
marks  or  heavy  nicks.  Some  old  and  minor  pinscratches  are  visible 
on  Liberty’s  chest  and  neck,  a few  minor  hairlines  do  little  to  de- 
tract. This  issue  always  sees  strong  demand,  especially  from  those 
collectors  seeking  a good  example  of  the  Small  Eagle  reverse  type. 
This  piece  has  survived  the  years  fairly  well  and  should  see  strong 
bidding. 

PCGS  #006858 


1795BB-27,  B-5.  Rarity-1. Three  Leaves.  EF-40(NGC).  Ideal 
even  light  antiejue  gray,  a perfect  tone  for  an  18th-century  coin.  Very 
attractive  and  devoid  of  major  flaws.  Indeed,  no  nicks  or  .scratches 
are  plain  to  the  naked  eye.  A trace  of  adjustment  marks  criss-cross 
at  absolute  central  obverse,  other  more  minor  vestiges  outside  star  7 
and  stars  1 1 and  12.  A tew  namral  planchet  streaks  are  visible  above 
tlie  eagle’s  head,  a few  little  specks  around  O of  OF  would  probably 
flick  off  with  a deftly  used  toothpick.  A nice  pleasing  dollar,  lightly 
circulated  and  natural  in  appearance,  ide;il  for  a well-formed  type 
set. 

PCGS  #006852 

Pleasing  VF  1795  Flowing  Hair  $1 


638 
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(2x  photo) 

643  1797  BB-71,  B-3.  Rarity-2.  Stars  10x6.  AU-55  (PCGS).  Light 

to  medium  silver  gray  with  some  pronounced  golden  highlights  and 
abundant  frosty  lustre,  strongest  at  the  peripheries.  Good  sharp- 
ness, nicely  struck  for  the  issue,  with  bold  detail  on  the  eagle’s  head 
though  some  softness  is  present  on  his  chest  and  leg.  A few  nicks 
are  present,  including  one  under  Liberty’s  chin,  another  above  her 
chest,  another  of  similar  size  right  of  the  eagle  beneath  his  wing. 
Ci)nly  minor  hairlines  are  visible.  The  visual  appeal  is  excellent  for 
the  grade,  and  much  mint  “bloom”  persists  on  this  attractive  AU 
dollar.  As  we  noted  in  our  Cardinal  Collection  catalogue,  the  major 
services  have  graded  a Mint  State  1797  dollar  on  only  six  occasions. 
The  Cardinal  BB-71,  graded  MS-62  (PCCS)  brought  $77,050. 
This  example  offers  nearly  as  much  detail  and  display-worthy  eye 
appeal  for  a final  bid  that  will  likely  be  precipitously  less.  Ideal  for 
a picky  dollar  date  collector. 

PCCS  Population  (Stars  10x6);  8;  1 1 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

PCCS  #00686.5 


645  1798  BB-106,  B-19.  Rarity-5.  EF-45  (NGC).  Pleasing  deep  gray 

toning  with  some  areas  of  lighter  gray  and  some  faint  highlights 
around  design  elements.  A very  attractive  dollar  with  scattered 
light  marks,  though  none  are  serious  enough  to  mention.  A tiny 
planchet  flaw  above  Liberty’s  bow  is  really  the  only  identifier.  A 
very  interesting  variety,  showing  a nearly  vertical  bisecting  crack 
from  the  upright  ofE  in  LIBERTY  all  the  way  to  the  1 of  the  date 
in  its  typical  die  state.  Bowers  state  HI,  as  here.  This  crack  causes 
some  minor  central  softness  and  also  undoubtedly  contributed  to 
the  rarity  of  this  die  pair.  The  Bowers  survey  of  offerings  listed 
only  one  Mint  State  specimen  and  one  AU  that  sounds  as  though 
it  might  be  Mint  State  today,  while  the  others  were  mostly  clustered 
around  the  EF-4()  grade.  According  to  Bowers  “AU  or  finer  pieces 
are  excessively  rare.”  This  attractive  example  should  make  its  wan- 
ning bidder  very  happy. 

NCC  Census  (BB-106):  3;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (AU-50). 

PCCS  #006867 


American  Numismaeic  Rarieies 


Important  AU  1797  Dollar 


Sharp  1798  Wide  Date  $1 


644  1798  BB-104,  B-22.  Rarity-4.  AU-50  (NGC).  Mottled  dark 

gray  and  light  silver  gray  blend  over  lustrous  surfaces.  Naked  eye 
examination  reveals  no  noteworthy  marks  and  magnification  does 
not  greatly  add  to  the  list,  just  a short  thin  scratch  under  Eiberty’s 
ear.  A nice  sharp  specimen,  well  struck  and  pleasing.  This  obverse 
die  is  easily  identified  as  one  of  the  “wide  date”  varieties,  and  the 
layout  adds  an  extra  level  of  attractiveness  to  the  design.  This  would 
make  a nice  type  coin  for  a well-formed  set. 

PCCS  #006873 

Rare  1798  BB-106 

Vertically  Bisected  Obverse 
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MERicAN  Numismatic  Rarities 


Majestic  1799/8  Dollar 


648  1799/8  BB-141,  B-3.  Rarity-3.  15  Star  reverse.  AU-55 

(PCGS).  Light  blue  overtones  and  pleasing  gold  around  the  de- 
vices are  a lively  addition  to  the  lustrous  light  gray  surfaces.  The 
lustre  mostly  adheres  to  design  elements.  Good  sharpness  on  both 
sides,  no  heavy  nicks,  two  old  scratches  on  stars  2-3  and  Liberty’s 
hair,  only  minor  signs  of  handling  otherwise.  A sharp  dollar  with 
a majestic  look,  a great  way  to  represent  this  design. 

RCCS  #006883 


Very  Elusive  1799  BB-151  $1 

QDB:  “The  Rarest  of  the  Date” 


649  1799  BB-151,  B-13.  Rarity-5.  EF-45  (NGC).  A very  attractive 

specimen  of  this  rare  variety.  Nice  antique  silver  gray,  a pleasing 
medium  shade,  with  pale  gold  and  blue  highlights  on  the  lively, 
semi-lustrous  surfaces.  The  highest  points  of  the  design,  where 
a slight  trace  of  rub  is  present,  light  silver  dominates.  The  reverse 
shows  a bit  more  lustre  than  the  obverse.  The  overall  visual  appeal 
is  very  nice,  despite  magnification  revealing  some  tiny  flaws.  A 
vertical  nick  is  present  inside  stars  1 and  2,  a thin  old  cut  is  noted 
below  the  wing  on  the  left  side  of  the  reverse  near  IT  of  UNITED, 
tiny  pinprick  nicks  hidden  at  central  obverse,  horizontal  dig  right 
of  final  9 of  date,  other  light  scattered  marks  commensurate  with 
grade.  As  noted  above,  this  variety  is  described  in  the  Bowers  En- 
cyclopedia as  “the  rarest  variety  of  the  date”  and  the  four  “notable 
specimens”  listed  are  all  AU  or  EF.  A specimen  of  this  die  marriage 
in  the  Cardinal  CoUection  graded  AU-58  (PCGS)  brought  $23,000 
in  our  event  last  June.  This  example  boasts  a lot  of  eye  appeal  and 
value,  and  it  would  fit  nicely  in  a well-formed  early  dollar  collec- 
tion. 

NGC  Census  (BB-151):  2;  2 finer  (AU-58  finest). 

From  the  Miller  Collection. 

PCGS  #()()688() 


Rare  1798  BB-110  $1 

Perfect  Obverse  State 


646  1798  BB-110,  B-16.  Rarity-6.  VF-35  (NGC).  A rare  variety 

with  an  even  rarer  die  state.  Pale  silver  gray  with  many  scattered 
light  marks  consistent  with  circulation.  No  heavy  digs  or  scratches 
arc  seen,  just  light  contact  ticks  and  minor  lines.  A spot  is  noted 
outside  of  star  10,  some  softness  of  strike  below  OF  on  the  reverse. 
The  obverse  die  on  this  piece  is  not  yet  broken  left  of  the  date,  as 
seen  on  most  examples  and  undoubtedly  the  contributing  factor 
to  the  rarity  of  this  once-married  obverse.  Bolender  never  saw  a 
perfect  obverse  die  state,  and  the  Bowers  list  of  notable  specimens 
includes  only  one  of  this  state — a VF  example  that  may  in  fact  be 
this  coin.  An  important  prize  for  specialists  in  this  series,  a coin 
with  only  a handful  of  comparable  surviving  specimens. 

NGC  Census  (BB-llO):  2;  4 finer  (MS-62  finest). 

From  the  Miller  Collection. 

PCGS  #006877 

Lustrous  AU  1798  BB-121 


647  1798  BB-121,  B-9.  Rarity-5.  AU-50  (NGC).  Lustrous  light 

silver  gray  with  splashes  of  golden  toning,  most  prominent  in 
the  southwest  quadrant  of  the  obverse.  Some  adjustment  marks 
criss-cross  at  the  central  reverse,  especially  around  UNUM,  which 
has  caused  Liberty’s  profile  to  in  turn  be  a bit  softly  struck.  Some 
other  vestiges  of  adjustment  are  visible  elsewhere,  such  as  the  olive 
branch  and  near  OF.  There  are  no  major  post-striking  marks  and 
the  fields  retain  a hint  of  reflective  brightness.  This  is  the  reverse 
die  that  Bowers  calls  the  “amateur  diecutter’s  reverse”  for  its  clumsy 
star  arrangement;  he  suggests  that  the  variety  “may  be  unknown  in 
Mint  State,”  a situation  that  the  oft-found  striking  weakness  does 
not  help.  The  present  specimen  is  nice  for  the  variety. 

PCGS  #006873 
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650  1799  BB-152,  B-15.  Rarity-3.  VF-20  (PCGS).  Deep  graphite 

gray  with  light  silver  gray  around  devices  and  legends.  Honest  wear 
and  no  serious  defects,  tiny  scattered  marks  including  a dig  over  star 
9,  good  general  eye  appeal.  We  could  see  someone  offering  a finer 
grade  than  that  assigned,  as  some  of  the  weakness  at  the  shoulder 
and  star  cluster  appears  to  be  strike  related.  This  is  a very  pleasing 
dollar  for  the  grade. 

PCGS  Population  (BB-152):  1;  2 finer  (EF-45  finest). 

PCGS  #006880 

Handsome  AU  1799  $1 


652  1799  BB-164,  B-17.  Rarity-2.  EF-45  (NGC).  Glossy  deep  gray 

with  attractive  bluish  undertones.  Good  overall  eye  appeal,  superb 
detail  for  the  grade  assigned.  Magnification  reveals  a small  batch  of 
scratches  under  Liberty’s  nose,  some  minor  planchet  fissures  include 


(2x  photo) 

653  1799  B-168,  B-22.  Rarity-5.  AU-50  (PCGS).  An  exceptional 

specimen  of  this  elusive  variety,  listed  in  the  Bowers  HiicYclopcdia 
as  one  of  the  most  notable  examples  sold  in  the  last  two  decades. 
Frosty  deep  gray  surfaces  show  good  remaining  lustre  tor  the  grade, 
with  golden  undertones  and  some  sparse  pale  blue  highlights.  The 
lustre  is  especially  rich  on  the  reverse,  but  both  sides  exhibit  ex- 
emplary visual  appeal.  Naked  eye  inspection  reveals  no  prominent 


651  1799  BB-163,  B-10.  Rarity-2.  AU-55  (NGC).  Lively  medium 

gray  surfaces  show  attractive  toning  in  shades  of  rose,  sea  green,  and 
gold  with  prominent  lustre  on  both  sides.  Good  detail  from  centers 
to  peripheries,  excellent  eye  appeal.  Only  light  handling  marks  are 
seen,  none  damaging  though  wc  note  a very  thin  horizontal  scratch 
between  STATES  and  OF.  A handsome  high-grade  coin,  just  the 
sort  of  type  piece  many  collectors  seek. 

PCGS  #006878 


Handsome  EF  1799  $1 


one  across  Liberty’s  head  and  a diagonal  line  from  Y of  LIBERTY 
to  star  11,  dig  under  Liberty’s  chin  and  another  beneath  star  9.  A 
well  struck  and  handsome  example  of  the  type  overall. 

PCGS  #006878 


Condition  Census  1799  BB-168  $1 

Bisected  Reverse 


H2 


American  Numisma nc  Rarii  ii'S 
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flaws,  and  magnified  scrutiny  shows  only  minor  hairlines,  very  faint 
granularity  at  central  obverse,  and  a thin  scratch  left  of  OF  on  the 
reverse.  Bowers  state  111  with  the  fully  bisected  reverse.  As  noted 
in  our  December  2005  catalogue.  Bowers  state  IV  seems  to  us  to 
be  the  exact  same  state,  making  this  the  terminal  state. 

We  have  offered  four  examples  of  this  rare  variety  before,  the 
finest  of  which  was  an  EF-40  (FCGS)  in  our  Kennywood  Collec- 
tion sale  ofjanuary  2005.  The  Bowers  work  comments  “EF  coins 
are  very  rare.  AU  coins?  Where  are  they?  Mint  State?  Forget  it.” 
He  enumerates  eight  high-grade  specimens  in  an  expansive  search 
of  auction  catalogues.  This  piece  is  the  sixth  listed,  and  we  have 
seen  none  finer  in  a long  time.  A specimen  of  this  rare  and  easily 
identified  variety  with  such  great  sharpness  and  genuine  eye  appeal 
is  a find  for  the  specialist. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  1989  ANA  Sale  of  the  Dr.  Nelson  Pat’e 
Aspen  Collection,  Anjrust  1989,  Lot  388. 

PCGS  #006878 

Elusive  1800  BB-189  $1 


654  1800  BB-189,  B-5.  Rarity-5.  EF-45  (NGC).  Attractive  deep  gray 

with  lighter  silver  gray  in  the  obverse  fields  and  hints  of  pleasing  gold 
highlights  across  the  reverse.  A sharp  and  attractive  specimen  with 
excellent  surface  quality.  Some  very  minor  hairlines  are  detected 
but  not  offensive,  very  thin  scratch  above  hair  bow,  dig  above  eagle’s 
head,  technically  nicer  than  most  EFs  we  see.  Bowers  state  111  with  a 
thin  die  crack  among  the  upper  left  stars  to  LIB  of  LIBERTY.  The 
Bowers  list  of  “notable  specimens”  does  not  include  any  finer  than 
EF.  Though  new  discoveries  in  the  early  dollar  series  do  occur,  we 
would  imagine  most  of  the  BB- 1 89s  currently  certified  as  AU  were 
once  the  EF-45  coins  offered  in  the  1970s  and  1980s.  This  piece 
has  good  detail  and  visual  appeal,  and  it  would  more  than  satisfy  a 
specialist’s  desire  for  this  elusive  variety. 

NGC  Census  (BB-189):  1;  5 finer  (AU-58  finest). 

PCGS  #006887 


Handsome  1800  Dollar 


655  1800  BB-190,  B-10.  Rarity-3.  EF-40  (NGC).  Even  dark  gray 

with  highly  attractive  gold  and  pale  green  around  the  reverse  de- 
vice. A lovely  .specimen  for  the  grade,  with  just  the  type  of  toning 
one  would  expect  on  a coin  of  this  vintage.  There  is  still  a little  bit 
of  lustre  in  protected  areas  and  only  minor  marks  are  present.  A 
good-looking  circulated  dollar  that  will  please  fussy  collectors. 

PCGS  #006887 

Very  Pretty  EF  1800  $1 


656  1800  BB-192,  B-19.  Rarity-2.  EF-45  (NGC).  Glossy  deep  gray 

with  lighter  silver  gray  high  points  and  strong  peripheral  cartwheel 
remaining  around  stars  and  legends.  A very  pretty  coin  for  this 
grade  level,  with  golden  and  pale  blue  highlights.  A few  marks  are 
present,  including  a short  scratch  on  Liberty’s  shoulder,  another 
on  her  forehead,  and  a dig  beneath  the  lowest  curl  on  her  neck. 
Two  parallel  scratches  may  be  seen  above  the  arrows.  None  of  these 
marks  amount  to  much,  mostly  because  they  are  old  and  consistent 
with  the  grade,  irot  to  mention  the  fact  that  this  piece  simply  has 
outstanding  eye  appeal.  We  very  much  like  the  way  this  coin  looks, 
especially  when  compared  to  other  dollars  graded  similarly,  and  we 
imagine  you  will  too. 

PCGS  #006887 


657  1801 BB-211,  B-1.  Rarity-3.  AU-53  (NGC).  Pale  silver  gray  s\ith 

some  golden  toning  and  deep  gray  mottling  across  the  reverse.  A bit 
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gnmular  within  Liberty’s  hair,  scattered  minor  marks,  though  none 
is  serious,  good  detail  on  both  sides.  This  date  is  always  popular  and 
is  quite  challenging  to  find  in  tip-top  shape.  This  piece  presents 
Itself  well  and  obviously  did  not  see  extensive  circulation. 

RCOS  #006893 


Lustrous  EF  1801  $1 


658  1801  BB-211,  B-1.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  (NGC).  Attractive  light 

silver  gray  with  pleasing  golden  highlights  and  even  lighter  devices. 
Good  lustre  remains,  more  intact  on  reverse  than  obverse  but  more 
plentiful  on  both  sides  than  usually  seen  on  EF-graded  coins.  Very 
appealing  for  the  assigned  grade,  only  minor  marks  and  lines  con- 
sistent with  the  level  of  wear.  A fussy  collector  who  seeks  a dollar 
from  the  year  ofjefferson’s  inauguration  would  enjoy  owning  this 
piece. 

NGC  Census  (BB-211):  2;  3 finer  (AU-58  finest). 

PCC.S  #006893 

Strong  EF  1801  Dollar 


659  1801  BB-212,  B-2.  Rarity-3.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver 

gray  with  just  a hint  of  toning  at  the  extreme  obverse  periphery. 
Highly  lustrous,  much  more  so  than  usually  encountered  at  this 
grade  level,  with  especially  strong  cartwheel  around  the  obverse. 
Extremely  well  detailed  for  the  grade,  some  hairlines,  scattered 
minor  contact  marks  though  we  only  single  out  a nick  on  Liberty’s 
chest.  Housed  in  an  old  green  label  EGGS  holder  and  worthy  of  a 
strong  bid. 

I-rotii  Superior’s  sale  oj  the  Dr.  Jack  Adams  Collection,  May  1992, 
Lot  2122. 

I'CGS  #006893 


Important  Mint  State  1802/1  $1 

Condition  Census  Quality 


(2x  photo) 


660  1802/1  BB-234,  B-3.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  One  of  the 

nicest  1802/ 1 dollars  we  have  ever  seen,  and  quite  probably  one  of 
the  half  dozen  best  survivors  of  the  variety.  Opalescent  medium 
gray  surfaces  exhibit  warm  gold  tones,  decorated  with  blue  and 
violet  highlights,  with  thorough  lustre  on  both  sides.  The  reverse 
cartwheel  is  that  of  a gem  coin,  while  the  obverse  is  also  full  of  mint 
bloom.  The  eye  appeal  is  superb,  indeed,  for  the  grade  it  is  about 
as  nice  as  can  be  imagined.  The  strike  is  excellent,  especially  tor 
this  sometimes  softly  struck  date,  including  all  the  eagle's  breast 
feathers  and  Liberty’s  drapery.  Magnification  reveals  a tew  little 
marks,  including  an  old  vertical  scratch  on  Liberty’s  cheek,  a nick 
on  either  side  of  her  jawline,  and  a nick  offher  nose,  but  none  ot 
these  are  offensive.  Some  light  granularity  in  Liberty’s  hair  is  natural, 
ty'pical,  and  utterly  inotfensive. 

— ■■  -■  ^ 
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663  1803  BB-251,  B-1.  Rarity-4.  EF-40  (NGC).  Even  dusky  me- 

dium gray  with  excellent  detail  for  the  grade.  A batch  of  vertical 
adjustment  marks  are  prominent  to  the  left  of  the  date,  though 
horizontal  traces  are  visible  within  Liberty’s  hair  and  outside  the 
left  stars.  Scattered  tiny  marks  consistent  with  the  grade,  dark 
discoloration  present  at  tip  of  eagle’s  beak.  A handsome  and  origi- 
nal-looking example  of  this  scarce  final  issue  of  the  design  type. 

PCGS  #006900 


Lustrous  AU  1802  $1 


662  1802  BB-241,  B-6.  Rarity-1.  AU-50  (NGC).  Lustrous  and 

slightly  reflective  fields  show  mostly  light  to  medium  silver  gray 
toning,  with  mottlings  of  gold  and  pale  blue.  The  fields  show 
considerable  flash  and  the  overall  look  is  perhaps  that  of  a slightly 
higher  grade.  Some  minor  hairlines  and  marks  are  present,  includ- 
ing a very  subtle  abrasion  from  below  star  8 to  star  1 3 that  requires 
magnification  to  see  and  a light  horizontal  scrape  within  the  shield. 
A sharp  and  attractive  specimen  that  would  ideally  suit  a type  set 
and  deserves  a stronger  bid  than  a typical  AU-50  coin. 

PCGS  #006895 

Scarce  1803  Dollar 


This  piece  boasts  impressive  old-time  eye  appeal  and  originality, 
the  kind  that  connoisseurs  seek  out  and  know  enough  to  pay  extra 
for.  The  Bowers  Encyclopedia  estimated  a Mint  State  population 
of  only  about  a half  dozen  specimens  for  this  BB  variety.  The  total 
certified  population  (different  grading  events,  not  necessarily  dif- 
ferent coins)  for  the  1802/1  overdate  is  five  at  NGC  and  three  at 
PCGS.  This  figure  represents  three  different  BB  numbers.  The 
Cardinal  Collection  included  two  1802/1  varieties,  the  BB-232  in 
AU-58  (PCGS)  that  brought  S29,900  and  the  BB-234  (as  here)  in 
MS-63  (PCGS)  that  brought  S66,700.  The  eye  appeal  and  overall 
quality  ot  this  piece  stands  comparable  to  those  pieces,  and  we 
expect  an  advanced  enthusiast  in  the  series  to  pursue  this  piece 
with  abandon. 

NGC  Census  (all  1802/1  varieties):  3;  1 finer  (MS-63). 

PCGS  #006899 

Classic  1802  Draped  Bust  $1 


1802  BB-241,  B-6.  Rarity-1.  AU-53  (NGC).  Strong  lustre 
remains  around  light  silver  gray  surfaces,  whth  faint  champagne  on 
the  obverse  and  areas  of  deeper  peripheral  toning.  Good  cartwheel, 
some  scattered  hairlines,  a few  nicks  under  Liberty’s  eye.  An  impres- 
sive dollar  that  shows  more  life  than  some  at  this  grade  level  and  is 
certainly  worthy  of  consideration. 

PCGS  #006896 


$ 661 
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Mint  State  1803  Dollar 


Uncirculated  1840  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 


1803  BB-255,  B-6.  Rarity-2.  MS-61  (NGC).  Brilliant  silver 
gray  with  light  evidence  of  toning  and  nearly  intact  cartwheel 
lustre.  Well  struck  for  the  date,  which  often  comes  with  areas  of 
softness.  This  piece  shows  good  definition  in  the  hair  and  drapery, 
and  about  halt  ot  the  eagle’s  breast  feathers  are  defined.  A short 
scratch  within  the  star  cluster  below  OF  is  noted,  tiny  spot  under 
IB  ot  LIBERTY,  some  scattered  hairlines.  As  noted  below,  NGC 
has  certified  a finer  1803  dollar  on  only  seven  occasions,  which  is 
not  to  say  there  are  necessarily  seven  different  coins.  The  Cardinal 
specimen  of  this  variety  was  graded  MS-63  (PCGS)  and  brought 
S82,800. 

NCtC  Census  (all  varieties):  3;  7 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

RCGS  #006901 


665  1840  MS-62  (NGC).  Frosty  deep  golden  gray  with  strong  underly- 

ing lustre,  and  lively  gold  and  slate  highlights  in  the  protected  areas. 
A pleasing  Uncirculated  example  from  the  first  year  of  the  design 
type  struck  for  general  circulation.  Rare  in  Mint  State  grades,  as  is 
virtually  every  other  date  in  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  series. 

NGC  Census:  11;  10  finer  (MS-64  fine.st). 

RCGS  #006926 


666  1844  AU-55  (NGC).  Medium  lilac-gray  with  rich  peach,  rose, 

and  electric  blue  iridescence  in  the  protected  areas.  Nicely  struck 
and  devoid  of  all  but  a few  scattered  marks. 

PCGS  #006930 

Choice  Uncirculated  1846  Silver  $1 


667  1846  MS-64  (NGC).  Satiny  medium  golden  gray  surfaces  with 

rich  golden  highlights  of  varied  hues  in  the  protected  areas.  A 
moderately  abundant  date  from  the  early  days  of  the  design  type, 
a date  that  is  readily  available  in  most  circulated  grades.  However, 
as  with  most  other  dates  in  the  series,  once  Mint  State  is  obtained, 
rarity  becomes  a distinct  factor.  Despite  the  “common  date”  status 
its  mintage  figure  of  1 10,600  pieces  implies,  just  one  e.xample  ot  the 
date  has  been  graded  finer  than  that  presently  offered  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  12;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

PCGS  #006932 
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Lustrous  Uncirculated  1846-0  Silver  $1 


668  1846-0  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  golden  gray  with  rich  cham- 

pagtic  highlights  on  both  sides.  Faint  rose  toning  adds  to  the  visually 
pleasing  mix.  Nicely  struck  in  all  places  save  for  portions  of  Liberty’s 
head  and  a few  of  the  obverse  stars.  From  the  first  year  of  branch 
mint  coinage  in  the  dollar  denomination,  and  always  popular  as 
such.  As  can  be  said  for  virtually  every  date  in  the  Liberty  Seated 
dollar  series,  this  date  is  rare  in  Mint  State. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  15  finer  (MS-64  fine.st). 

PCGS  #006933 

Choice  Mint  State  1849  Silver  $1 

Rich  Golden  Toning 


669  1849  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous  golden  gray  specimen  with  rich 

champagne  toning  that  deepens  around  the  design  elements.  The 
fields  are  somewhat  reflective,  which  adds  greatly  to  the  aesthetic 
appeal.  A rarity  at  MS-64  despite  its  somewhat  sizable  mintage  of 
62,600  circulation  strikes.  This  is  probably  the  final  date  of  the  era 
struck  chiefly  for  domestic  use,  as  the  dates  1850  and  later  were 
typically  struck  in  quantities  for  competitive  commercial  purposes 
in  the  China  Trade.  In  their  near-monumental  The  Official  Red 
Book  of  Auction  Records  1995-2004,  (a  cataloguer’s  friend  if  ever  there 
was  one),  authors  John  Dannreuther  and  Jeff  Garrett  enumerate 
more  than  three  dozen  appearances  of  1849  silver  dollars  at  auction 
betweenjanuary  2000  and  December  2004.  Of  those  appearances, 
just  three  MS-64  specimens  and  a solitary  MS-65  example  of  the 
date  were  offered.  In  fact,  in  our  own  sale  of  the  Frog  Run  Farm 
Collection  in  November  2004,  a MS-64  1849  dollar  brought 
S 10,350;  the  other  two  MS-64  examples  of  the  date  each  offered 
in  2004  by  two  other  auction  firms  brought  $7,763  and  $7,475 
respectively.  Undeniably  scarce  and  just  as  attractive. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  2 finer  (MS-67  finest). 

PCGS  #006936 


Impressive  Uncirculated  1850  Silver  $1 

Among  Four  Finest  Seen  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

670  1850MS-63lir(NGC).A  visually  impressive  and  physically  sound 

Uncirculated  example  of  this  scarce  early  entry  in  the  Liberty  Seated 
dollar  series.  Reflective  fields  and  frosted  motifs  glow  wdth  strong 
lustre  and  rich,  varied  deep  golden  hues.  The  strike  is  superb  for 
the  date,  with  no  serious  weakness  to  speak  of.  The  surfaces  are 
essentially  mark  free,  and  MS-63  is  both  a fair  and  accurate  grade 
for  this  fine  numismatic  prize.  One  ofjust  7,500  circulation  strikes 
of  the  date  produced,  a low  mintage  figure  in  a series  that  is  known 
for  its  low  production  runs. 

NGC  Census:  1;  3 finer  (all  MS-64  finest). 

Bottom  ofO  in  date  shows  broad  doubling,  typical  for  genuine  specimens 
of  the  date.  A diagonal  thatch  of  heavy  die  lines  can  be  seen  in  the  denticles 
beneath  the  50  in  the  date.  On  the  reverse,  a heavy  raised  diagonal  die  line 
crosses  the  horizontal  stripes  in  the  shield  near  the  upper  sinister  (viewer's 
right)  corner,  that  line  extending  to  small  degree  into  the  eagle’s  plumage. 

PCGS  #006937 
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Mint  State  1850-0  Silver  $1 


Lustrous  1850-0  Silver  $1 


{2x  photo) 

671  1850-0  MS-62  (NGC)  . Medium  golden  gray  with  rich  sea  green, 

gold,  violet,  and  peach  toning  on  the  obverse;  the  reverse  is  a study 
in  subdued  gunmetal-blue  and  medium  silver  gray.  Some  striking 
weakness  shows  on  the  high  points,  as  does  a modicum  of  friction. 
From  a mintage  otjust  40,000  for  this,  the  second  branch  mint  issue 
in  the  denomination. 

NGC  Census:  6;  4 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

RCGS  #006938 


672  1850-0  AU-55  (NGC).  Somewhat  reflective  fields  and  frosted 

motifs  glow  with  a wealth  of  remaining  lustre  and  an  attractive 
display  of  pale  gold  and  violet  iridescence.  A few  scattered  marks 
are  present,  as  are  some  hairlines,  all  the  result  of  a brief  stay  in 
circulation. 

PCGS  #006938 


'3X 
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Classic  1852  Silver  Dollar  Rarity 
Original,  AU-58  PCGS 
Mintage:  1,100 


Popular  1859-S  Silver  $1 


(2x  photo/ 

1852  AU-58  (PCGS).  A richly  toned  example  of  one  of  the 
greatest  prizes  among  Liberty  Seated  dollars.  Deep  gunmetal-blue 
dominates  the  obverse,  though  splashes  of  gold  can  be  seen  in 
the  protected  areas;  the  reverse  is  largely  gold  with  a rich  mix  of 
gunmetal-blue  blending  nicely.  From  a scant  mintage  for  the  date 
ofjust  1,100  circulation  strikes,  certainly  one  of  the  smallest  such 
mintages  in  all  of  U.S.  numismatics,  whether  copper,  nickel,  silver, 
or  gold.  The  Bowers  Encyclopedia  notes;  “Today,  the  1852  is  a clas- 
sic rarity.”  Page  upon  page  of  hyperbole  could  be  heaped  upon  the 
present  specimen,  but  we  are  confident  in  saying  that  it  is  sharply 
struck,  lustrous,  richly  toned,  and  visually  problem-free;  we  think 
that  wraps  it  up  in  a tidy,  neat  manner.  One  of  the  highlights  of 
this  sale. 

RCCiS  Population:  7;  11  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

PCGS  #0(16940 


(2.\  photo) 

674  1859-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A high  degree  ot  lustre  bolsters  the  pale 

champagne  toning  highlights  on  both  sides  of  this  satiny  branch 
mint  dollar.  One  ofjust  20,000  examples  of  the  date  produced  in 
San  Francisco,  the  vast  majority  of  which  saw  rapid  shipment  to 
the  Orient  for  use  there  as  trade  coinage.  Nicely  struck  on  both 
sides.  One  or  two  faint  marks  from  a finer  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  6 finer  (all  MS-63). 

Bottoms  of  1 and  8 in  date  .show  noticeable  repunching. 

PCGS  #006948 
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679  1878  8 Tailfeathers.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  lustrous,  and 

attractive.  A very  nice  example  of  the  first  major  variety  in  the 
Morgan  dollar  series. 

The  call  to  make  Morgan  silver  dollars  for  circulation  was  rush-rush 
after  the  passing  of  the  Bland-Allison  Act  on  February  28,  1878.  Dies  were 
made  in  such  a rapid  fashion  that  the  first  circulation  strikes  took  place  in 
the  second  week  of  March! 

The  Mint  had  done  some  planning,  most  notably  in  the  creation  of 
pattern  half  dollars  in  1878.  For  the  silver  dollar  design,  picked  by  Director 
Henry  R.  Linderman,  George  T.  Morgan’s  half  dollar  of  1877  with  Liberty 
head  and  eagle  was  used,  adapted  now  for  the  dollar.  Almost  immediately, 
problems  arose.  Some  complained  that  an  eagle  should  not  have  eight  tail- 
feathers  as  that  was  an  even  number — one  should  be  longer  and  the  number 
should  be  uneven.  Accordingly,  seven  tailfeathers  became  the  standard.  In 
the  meantime,  perfectly  usable  eight  tailfeather  dies  were  overstampod  with 
the  seven  tailfeather  hubs,  causing  interesting  varieties.  Today,  across  the 
panorama  of  Philadelphia  coins  in  particular,  but  also  Carson  City  and  San 
Francisco  Morgan  dollars,  over  200  different  die  varieties  arc  described  in 
the  Van  Allen-Mallis  text. 

PCGS  #007072 


675  1861  Proof-63  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  at  the  Proof-63 

level,  the  present  piece  has  light  golden  toning  and  some  gray  over 
mirror  surfaces.  Well  struck.  The  1861  is  quite  rare  in  high-grade 
circulation  strike  fornt,  placing  additional  market  demand  upon 
the  relatively  few  remaining  Proofs. 

PCGS  #007004 


full  detail  in  all  places.  Far  scarcer  in  choice  Uncirculated  than  its 
mintage  of  nearly  1 . 1 million  pieces  indicates.  Physically  sound  and 
aesthetically  charming,  a great  coin  at  the  assigned  grade. 

NGC  Census:  30;  6 finer  {MS-66  finest). 

PCGS  #006966 


Choice  Uncirculated  1872  Silver  $1 


Popular  1870-CC  Silver  Dollar 


678  1872  MS-64  (PCGS).  Golden  gray  surfaces  with  mellow  cart- 

wheel lustre.  The  obverse  is  a study  in  varied,  deepening  shades  of 
champagne  gold,  while  the  reverse  is  afire  with  bright  sea  green, 
electric  blue,  and  lively  peach  iridescence.  While  this  date  saw  the 
largest  circulation  strike  production  run,  just  over  1.1  million  pieces, 
it  is  still  fairly  elusive  at  MS-64  or  finer.  For  those  who  appreciate 
colorflilly  toned  early  dollars. 

PCGS  Population:  20;  3 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

PCGS  #006968 


676  1870-CC  AU-55  (PCGS).  Subdued  lustre  highlights  the  even 

medium  gold  and  rose  surfaces  of  this  popular  silver  dollar  from 
the  first  year  of  Carson  City  Mint  operations.  Just  11,758  examples 
of  the  date  were  produced,  most  of  those  eaten  up  immediately  by 
the  arduous  rigors  of  boom  town  Carson  City  commerce.  Even 
under  low  magnification  you’ll  be  hard-pressed  to  find  a blemish 
of  any  consequence  on  this  choice  AU  1870-CC  silver  dollar. 

PCGS  #006964 

Frosty  1871  Silver  Dollar 
MS-64  NGC 


Choice  Proof  1861  Dollar 


677  1871  MS-64  (NGC).  A frosty,  satiny  specimen  with  cartwheel 

lustre  essentially  as  bold  as  the  day  it  was  struck.  The  obverse  ex- 
hibits fiery  highlights  of  deep  crim.son  and  violet,  while  the  reverse 
is  largely  brilliant  with  just  a nuance  of  deep  gold  beginning  at  the 
top  rim.  Nicely  struck  for  the  date  and  design  type,  with  essentially 


140 


American  Nlimismahc  Rarihd 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


Incredible  1878  7 Tailfeathers 
Superb  Gem  Proof-66 


(2x  photo) 


680  1878  7 Tailfeathers.  2nd  Reverse.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Reverse 

of  1878,  none  finer  certified.  A lovely  specimen  of  this  magnificent 
rarity,  the  Proof  that  everyone  wants!  The  obverse  is  the  standard 
die  of  the  year.  The  reverse  is  the  second  tailfeather  configuration, 
with  seven  feathers,  and  with  the  reverse  of  1878  (parallel  top  ar- 
row feather).  The  number  minted  is  not  known,  but  is  presumed 
to  be  very  low.  At  the  time  these  were  struck,  little  attention  was 
paid  to  distinctions  in  the  reverse.  A Proof  was  a Proof  was  a Proof 
Today,  the  situation  has  changed,  and  within  the  year  1878  this  is 
widely  collected  as  a distinct  variety,  much  rarer  than  the  usually 
seen  type  with  eight  tailfeathers.  The  number  known  is  low,  and 
within  this  grade  description  there  have  been  six  events  at  NGC, 
not  necessarily  representing  different  coins. 

This  piece  is  exquisitely  struck,  with  superb  detail,  a paradigm 
of  excellence,  definitive  for  the  style.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 


show  light  golden  toning  over  deep  mirror  surfaces.  The  devices 
are  frosted.  Here  is  a coin  that  has  everything — rarity,  high  assigned 
grade,  and  superb  eye  appeal. 

NGC  Census:  6;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

From  the  Richmond  Collection. 

PCGS  #007312 


Prooflike  Gem  1878-CC 


681  1878-CC  MS-66  PL  (PCGS) . Brilliant,  above  average  in  striking 

quality,  and  with  prooflike  surface  on  both  sides,  the  reverse  is  a 
mixture  of  prooflike  character  and  mint  frost.  Some  scattered  bag- 
marks  are  seen  here  and  there  in  keeping  with  the  grade.  As  special- 
ists know  well,  prooflike  surface  is  good  news  and  bad  news — good 
news  in  that  the  prooflike  character  showcases  the  designs  and, 
generally,  prooflike  pieces  are  much  rarer  than  completely  frosted 
pieces.  The  bad  news  is  that  the  mirrorlike  surface  tends  to  accent 
contact  marks  that  might  not  be  noticed  on  a frosty  coin. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #007081 


Prooflike  Gem  1878-CC  $1 


682  1878-CC  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Well  struck,  brilliant,  and  with 

surfaces  that  are  a mixture  of  satin  and  mirror  character.  A nice 
example  of  the  first  Carson  City  dollar  of  the  design. 

NGC  Census:  12;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-66*  PL). 
PCGS  #007081 
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Superb  Gem  1878-CC  Morgan  Dollar 


Superb  1878-S  Dollar 


687 


688 


689 


1878-S  MS-67  (NGC).  Well  struck,  brilliant,  and  with  some 
slight  prooflike  surface.  A tiny  scratch  is  seen  on  the  reverse  from 
the  eagle’s  left  wing  through  the  motto.  A very  attractive  example, 
one  of  the  finest  to  pass  through  the  NGC  grading  service. 

NGC  Census:  23;  3 within  the  designation  (all  MS-67A). 

RCGS  #007082 

Group  ofcertified  Morgan  dollars:  ☆ 1878-S  MS-65  (NGC)  ☆ 

1880- S  MS-65  (2).  (PCGS);  (NGC)  ☆ 1884-0  MS-65  (NGC)  ☆ 
1886  MS-65  (NGC)  ☆ 1887-0  MS-64  (PCGS)  ☆ 1904-0  MS-65 
(NGC).  All  are  attractive  with  lustrous  surfaces  and  just  a hint  of 
delicate  toning.  (Total:  7 pieces) 

Group  of  Morgan  dollars  with  grades  averaging  AU-58  to 
MS-64:  ☆ 1878-S  (2)  ☆ 1879-S  3rd  Reverse.  (5)  ☆ 1880-S  ☆ 

1881- S  (5)  ☆ 1887  (8)  ☆ 1898-0  (5)  ☆ 1899-0  (5).  All  are  lus- 
trous, some  brilliant,  some  with  pale  iridescent  frost,  a few  with 
somewhat  reflective  surfaces,  and  a few  with  delicate  toning.  (Total: 
31  pieces) 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1879  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Graded 


686  1878-CC  MS-63  DPL(NGC).  Nicely  struck,  brilliant,  and  with 

extensive  mirrorlike  surface  on  both  sides.  Some  contact  marks  are 
normal  for  the  grade. 

I'CGS  #097081 


683  1878-CC  MS-66  (PCGS)  . Well  struck,  brilliant,  and  an  exception- 

ally high  grade.  A prize  example  of  the  first  Morgan  dollar  date, 
and  the  first  struck  at  the  Carson  City  Mint. 

RGGS  #007080 


684  1878-CC  MS-65  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  partial  Proof  surface 

on  both  sides,  a mixture  of  prooflike  and  mint  lustre.  Nicely 
struck. 

PCGS  #007081 


685  1878-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  soft,  satiny  lustre.  Well 

struck.  A treat  to  the  eye. 

PCGS  #007080 


690  1879  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC).  A lovely  superb  gem  Proof  with 

the  modified  style,  reverse  of  1879,  with  slanting  top  arrow  feather. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  virtual  perfection,  deep  mirror  surfaces 
overlaid  with  delicate  champagne  toning.  A coin  so  nice  that  it  will 
never  have  to  be  upgraded,  not  even  by  the  most  well  financed 
numismatist. 

NGC  Census:  11;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-68*  Cameo 
finest). 

PCGS  #087314 
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Key  1879-CC  Dollar 
Large  CC 


High-Grade  1879  Morgan  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Certified 


lERicAN  Numismatic  Rarities 


693  1879-CC  Normal  Mintmark.  MS-63  (PCGS) . A nice  example  of 

the  rarest  issue  among  early  Carson  City  Morgan  dollars  1878-1885. 
The  striking  overall  is  excellent,  the  visual  appeal  is  high,  and  within 
the  MS-63  grade  this  is  a nice  example.  There  arc  contact  marks  on 
the  face,  but  absent  these  the  coin  would  be  graded  higher  and  priced 
higher.  A nice  opportunity  if  an  MS-63  is  on  your  want  list. 

PCGS  #007086 


Key  1879-CC  Morgan  Dollar 

Large  CC  Over  Small  CC 


694  1879-CC  Large  CC  over  Small  CC.  MS-63  (PCGS) . A splendid 

example  of  the  Large  CC  Over  Small  CC  dollar,  earlier  generally 
referred  to  as  “Capped  Die,”  whatever  that  means,  and  so  indicated 
on  the  holder.  Nomenclature  changes  overtime,  and  in  this  instance 
became  clarified.  The  presently  offered  piece  is  attractive  with  satiny 
lustre,  brilliant,  and  all  in  all  a very  nice  example  of  the  scarcest 
Carson  City  date  among  early  Morgan  dollars  1878-1885. 

PCGS  #007088 


692  1879-CC  Normal  Mintmark.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well  struck, 

brilliant,  and  quite  attractive,  this  is  the  second  major  variety  of  the 
rare  1879-CC.  A splendid  coin  which  can  be  collected  alongside 
the  large  CC  Over  Small  CC,  or  on  its  own  simply  to  represent 
the  date  and  mintmark. 

PCGS  #007086 


i!  691  1879  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous,  this 

[ Morgan  dollar  will  .satisfy  the  most  discriminating  buyer. 

1 PCGS  Population:  65;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (MS-67). 

PCGS  #007084 
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1879-S  Prooflike  Gem 

Reverse  of  1878,  Finest  Graded 


(2x  photo) 

695  1879-S  2nd  Reverse.  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen, 
standing  as  the  only  coin  at  this  level  graded  by  NGC.  This  is  an 
old  friend  direct  from  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  where  it  was  in- 
corporated into  a nice  group  of  high  quality  dollars.  The  pedigree 
adds  special  interest. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

Finest  graded  PL  by  both  services. 

From  the  Disbroii’  Collection,  1896;  Bowers  and  Merena ’s  sale  of  the 
Louis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collection,  April  1997,  Lot  2253. 

PCGS  #007095 

696  T rio  of  Morgan  dollars  grading  MS-66  (NGC) : ☆ 1 879-S.  3rd 
Reverse.  Lustrous  with  delicate  rose  highlights  ☆ 1881 -S.  Yellow 
gold  at  the  rims  and  with  splashes  of  delicate  silver  gray  over  lustrous 
surfaces  ☆ 1 887.  Satiny  lustre  with  gold  highlights  on  both  surfaces. 
(Total:  3 pieces) 


Gem  Proof  1880  Dollar 

Memorable  Toning 


697  1880  Proof-65  (PCGS).  A splendid  example  of  the  Proof  of  this  ! 

year — a coin  that  has  been  carefully  kept,  and  over  a period  of  more 
than  a century  has  acquired  light  blue  and  lilac  toning.  The  striking  ! 
is  sharp,  the  aesthetic  appeal  is  superb,  and  everything  else  is  in  good 
order  to  create  a lot  of  interest  when  this  coin  crosses  the  block.  i 
PCGS  #007315 


Finest  PCGS  Grade  1880/79-CC 

Reverse  of  1878 


698  1880/79-CC  2nd  Reverse.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A very  nice  example 

with  overdate  features  showing  in  the  last  two  digits.  Sharply  struck 
and  with  gorgeous  satiny  lustre.  The  reverse  shows  a nice  blending 
of  iridescence.  None  finer  graded  by  PCGS,  but  kept  good  company 
by  quite  a few  others  at  this  level. 

PCGS  Population:  48;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #007108 


699  1880/79-CC  2nd  Reverse.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  bril- 

liant, and  with  satiny  lustre,  this  com  is  sure  to  please. 

PCGS  #007 108 
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700  1880-CC  3rd  Reverse.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  brilliant, 

and  lustrous  with  delicate  heather  toning.  Outstanding. 

PCGS  #007100 


Gem  1880-0  Dollar  Rare  So  Fine 


-is  so 


(2x  photo) 

701  1880-0  MS-65  (NGC).  The  obverse  is  toned  a light  gray  blue 

with  hints  of  gold,  while  the  reverse  is  essentially  brilliant.  The 


1 


striking  is  good  on  both  sides.  Some  contact  marks  on  the  obverse 
are  mostly  hidden  by  the  toning.  The  1880-0  is  rather  unusual  in 
that  examples  at  low  Mint  State  grades  are  very  plentiful,  but  pieces 
become  elusive  at  MS-65  and  higher. 

NGC  Census:  19;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #007114 


702  1880-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive  overall. 

A choice  example  of  this  early  New  Orleans  issue. 

PCGS  #007114 


703  1880-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A relatively  high-grade  example  of  this 

particular  date.  The  coin  has  light  gray  toning,  somewhat  mottled, 
over  lustrous  surfaces.  While  the  1880-0  is  quite  common  in  lower 
grades,  it  becomes  increasingly  elusive  as  the  grade  rises. 

PCGS  #007114 


704  1880-0  MS-63  DMPL  (PCGS).  An  attractive  1880-0  dollar, 

with  deeply  mirrored  surfaces.  Some  marks  are  to  be  seen,  as 
expected  for  MS-63,  but  the  mirror  quality  is  intact.  This  piece 
represents  a distinct  possibility  for  someone  wanting  a DMPL  coin 
but  who  does  not  want  to  pay  the  price  for  a higher  grade. 

PCGS  #097115 


705  1880-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  rainbow  toning  on  the  left 

side  of  the  obverse.  Brilliant  on  the  reverse  with  a hint  of  golden 
toning.  Slight  suggestions  of  prooBike  character  on  both  sides. 
PCGS  #007118 


H.s 
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706  18S0-S  MS-66^  (NCIC).  Rainbow  toning  on  the  right  side  of  the 
obverse  is  the  key  feature  of  this  otherwise  readily  available  coin. 
The  visual  appeal  is  of  a high  order  of  excellence.  The  reverse  is 
brilliant  with  a whisper  of  gold  around  the  borders.  A splendid 
example,  and  because  there  are  so  many  188()-S  cfollars  around  (but 
not  with  this  elegant  toning),  the  market  price  is  almost  nominal. 

PCGS  #007118 

707  Group  of  MS-65  certified  Morgan  dollars:  ☆ 1880-S  (2).  PL 
(PCGS).  Reflective  fields,  lightly  frosted  motifs  and  delicate  golden 
highlights  on  both  surfaces;  (NGC).  Lustrous  with  delicate  rose- 
gold  highlights  ☆ 1883-0  (NGC).  Delicate  frosty  golden  gray  over 
lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 1886  (NGC).  Satiny  lustre  with  faint  silver  gray 
speckling  mostly  on  the  obverse  ☆ 1887  (NGC).  Satiny  rose-gray 
surfaces  ☆ 1904-0  (NGC).  Lustrous  rose-gold  surfaces  ☆ 1921-S 
(NGC).  Satiny  champagne  surfaces.  (Tot,il:  7 pieces) 


708  1881-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous. 

A truly  superb  1881-CC  dollar.  To  see  this  is  to  want  to  bid  on  it, 
and  hberally! 

PCGS  #007126 


709 


1881-S  MS-67  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  and  some- 
what prooflike.  On  the  reverse  is  a halo  ofindesccnce.  A particularly 
nice  example  of  this  popular  date. 


PCGS  #007131 


710  1881-S  MS-67*  (NGC).  A superb  gem  specimen.  The  1881-Sis 

abundant,  but  at  this  MS-67  level  can  be  considered  on  the  scarce 
side.  The  eye  appeal  is  stunning  and  memorable — delicate  golden 


toning  on  the  obverse  over  partially  prooflike  lustre.  The  reverse 
is  a stunning  mixture  of  gold,  magenta,  and,  at  the  lower  right, 
electric  blue. 

PCGS  #007130 


711  1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  areas  of  rain- 

bow toning — a treat  to  the  eye.  Not  rare,  but  certainly  beautiful  to 
behold. 

PCGS  #007130 


712  1881-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Iridescent  colors  play  before  your  eyes 

as  this  com  is  turned  slowly  in  the  light.  The  obverse  has  just 
about  every  color  of  the  rainbow.  The  reverse  is  brilliant  with  a 
few  splashes  of  gold.  A splendid  coin  from  the  standpoint  of  visual 
appeal. 

PCGS  #007130 


Superb  Gem  1882-CC  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Certified 


713  1882-CC  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  obverse  with  light  golden, 

magenta,  and  blue  toning.  Brilliant  reverse  with  a whi.sper  of  ton- 
ing. A splendid  example  in  extraordinarily  high  grade.  Just  a few 
have  been  assigned  higher  figures  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  28;  2 finer  within  any  designation  (MS-67'ilf  finest). 

PCGS  #007134 
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718  1883-CC  MS-66  (NGC).  A lovely  example  with  blended  silver, 

brown,  blue,  sea  green  (a  favorite  descriptor  of  the  late  Norman 
Stack  in  Stack’s  catalogues),  gold,  magenta,  and  blue,  progressing 
in  that  order  from  right  to  left  across  the  obverse.  The  reverse  is 
brilliant  with  a splash  of  light  brown  and  gunmetal-blue.  The  strik- 
ing is  excellent.  A dandy  1883-CC  dollar. 

RCOS  #007144 


719  1883-CC  MS-64  DMPL  (PCGS).  Well  struck  and  brilliant. 
Highly  mirrorlike  on  both  sides.  An  attractive  example  of  this 
popular  Carson  City  dollar.  Although  this  date  and  mint  is  easy 
enough  to  find,  deep  mirror  prooflike  coins  are  in  the  minority. 

PCGS  #097145 

720  Rolls  of  Morgan  silver  dollars:  ☆ 1883-0  (20).  Grades  average 
MS-60  to  MS-63.  All  are  lustrous  with  most  displaying  delicate 
toning,  though  the  end  pieces  tend  to  be  colorftilly  toned  ☆ 1904-0 
(20).  Grades  average  MS-62  to  MS-64.  All  are  lustrous  and  mainly 
brilliant  with  a few  somewhat  reflective,  though  the  end  pieces  tend 
to  be  colorfully  toned.  (Total:  40  pieces) 


721  1883-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  well  struck,  and  lustrous.  A 

very  nice  example  of  this  key  issue.  Although  it  is  graded  MS-64 
it  is  just  as  nice  as  some  on  the  market  at  the  MS-65  level.  Quality 
personified! 

PCGS  #007148 


I 714  1882-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  drilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  A very 

attractive  example  of  this  low-mintage  but  quite  affordable  Carson 
City'  dollar. 

PCGS  #007134 


> 715  1882-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous.  An 

extraordinary  e.xample  of  this  early  New  Orleans  dollar — one  that  is 
seldom  seen  at  this  echelon.  Only  a few  have  been  graded  higher. 

PCGS  Population:  17;  3 finer  within  any  designation  (MS-68  finest). 

PCGS  #007136 

■ 716  1882-0  Weak  O/S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous. 

Certified  as  “O/S  Weak”  by  PCGS.  A die  originally  intended  for 
New  Orleans  that  was  given  an  S mintmark  then  overpunched 
with  an  O. 

PCGS  #087138 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1883  Dollar 


1 717  1883  Proof-66  Cameo  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen,  “our  kind  of 

coin.”  Mirror  surfaces  have  light  golden  toning  on  the  obverse  with 
some  hints  of  blue.  The  reverse  has  very  delicate  golden  toning. 
The  strike  is  sharp  on  both  sides.  A high  quality  coin  that  will  be 
sure  to  please. 

NGC  Census:  5;  3 finer  w'ithin  the  designation  (Proof-68  Cameo 
finest). 

PCGS  #087318 
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722  1883-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  nicely  struck.  A 

bright  coin  with  a lot  of  “life” — probably  no  different  from  when 
it  left  the  Treasury  Department.  There  are  bagmarks  and  other  evi- 
dences of  handling,  to  be  sure,  but  these  are  par  for  the  course. 

Whitman  Publishing  Company  advises  that  Dave  Bowers’  popular  The 
Official  Red  Book  of  Morgan  Silver  Dollars,  now  in  its  second  edition,  is  in  the 
process  of  going  through  another  large  printing.  A third  edition  is  in  the 
works,  according  to  Whitman,  probably  for  release  in  2006,  with  additional 
information.  Dave  is  working  on  it  now  (along  with  101  other  projects!). 
In  the  meantime,  if  you  do  not  have  a copy  of  the  second  edition  and  want 
one  for  your  library,  we  have  them  for  sale. 

PCGS  #007148 


723  1883-S  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  withjust  a hint  of golden  toning. 

Lustrous  and  attractive.  High  enough  grade  to  fit  into  a quality  set, 
but  still  affordable. 

PCGS  #007148 


724  1884  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  some  splashes  of  iridescence 

on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  with  a veritable  kaleidoscope  of  vibrant 
colors.  Not  rare  as  a date,  or  even  in  this  grade,  but  with  the  toning 
this  piece  comes  out  in  the  front  row  among  extant  specimens.  This 
truly  is  a coin  to  be  remembered. 

PCGS  #007150 


Superb  1884-CC  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Graded 


725  1884-CC  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lovely  example,  this  1884-CC 

stands  very  high  in  the  population  graded  by  PCGS.  The  striking 
is  excellent  as  is  the  eye  appeal.  There  are  a few  marks  here  and 
there,  particularly  on  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty,  this  being  per  cur- 
rent grading  interpretations. 

PCGS  Population:  50;  4 within  the  designation  (all  MS-68). 

PCGS  #007152 


Exceptional  1884-CC  Dollar 

None  Finer  Graded 


726  1884-CC  MS-67  (NGC) . An  exceptional  example  of  this  popular 

Carson  City  issues.  The  piece  is  very  well  struck,  nearly  as  bright 
as  the  day  it  was  made  (save  for  a whisper  of  champagne  toning), 
and  has  superb  eye  appeal.  While  the  1884-CC  is  readily  available 
in  lower  grades,  in  this  category  it  becomes  scarce. 

NGC  Census:  58;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #007152 

Superb  Gem  1884-CC  Dollar 

Deep  Mirror  Prooflike 


727  1884-CC  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  with 

deep  mirror  prooflike  surface,  brilliant,  with  some  splaslies  of 
iridescence — seemingly  a coin  to  please  everyone! 

I’CGS  #097153 


American  Nlimismalic  Raru'II 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


728  1884-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous. 

An  outstanding  example  of  this  popular  and  affordable  date.  If  you 
do  not  collect  Morgan  silver  dollars  but  would  like  to  start,  bid  on 
this.  The  Carson  City  Mint  has  romantic  connotations  of  the  Wild 
West,  and  for  this  coin  the  quality  is  all  here — never  needing  to  be 
improved. 

PCGS  #007152 


731  1885  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  light  golden  toning.  Well 

struck.  The  quality  ot  the  Morgan  dollars  in  this  offering  is  simply 
outstanding,  and  we  suggest  your  close  attention. 

61 ; 1 finer  witliin  tlie  designation  (MS-68). 

PCGS  #007158 


'29  1884-CC  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  A brilliant  and  highly  prooflike 

example,  well  struck,  of  the  popular  1884-CC  dollar.  Very  attractive 
in  every  respect. 

PCGS  #097153 

Rare  Mint  State  1884-S  SI 


732  1885-CC  MS-66  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous. 

Excellent  eye  appeal.  A coin  that  has  it  all. Last  of  the  early  range  of 
Morgan  dollars  from  the  Carson  City  Mint. 

PCGS  #007160 


733  1885-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous. 

Some  prooflike  surtace. 

PCGS  #007160 


734  1885-0  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Satiny  surfaces  on 

both  sides.  Nicely  struck.  A piece  well  worth  having.  Generally, 
sharply  struck  New  Orleans  coins  are  harder  to  find  than  are  those 
from  Carson  City  or  San  Francisco. 

PCGS  Population:  113:  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #007162 


'30  1884-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  While  graded 

“only”  MS-61,  the  eye  appeal  is  significantly  higher  than  this,  in 
our  estimation.  The  striking  is  somewhat  light  at  the  center,  and 
to  be  sure  there  are  some  marks,  but  we  believe  that  in  a test,  with 
the  grade  designation  covered,  most  would  grade  it  higher.  A very 
nice  opportunity  to  acquire  one  of  the  rarer  San  Francisco  issues 
of  the  period. 

PCGS  #007156 
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735  1885-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  and  beautiful. 

Highly  prooflike  on  the  obverse.  An  outstanding  example  of  the 
date  and  mint — reflecting  that  connoisseurship  can  indeed  yield 
good  results.  Throughout  this  section  of  our  catalogue  nearly  all 
Morgan  dollars  are  exceptional  within  their  grade  ranges. 

PCGS  #007164 


736  1886  MS-67^  (NGC).  A brilliant  and  lustrous  obverse  with 

splashes  of  golden  toning  around  the  rim  is  combined  with  a reverse 
showing  rich  iridescence — primarily  gold  and  magenta,  but  with 
ample  hints  of  blue.  Another  very  artistic  coin. 

NGC  Census;  7;  7 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-68  finest). 

PCGS  #007166 


Choice  Mint  State  1886-0  Dollar 

A Key  to  the  Series 


739  1886-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Rich  lustre  over  well  struck  surfaces.  Sil- 

ver with  golden  toning.  An  outstanding  example  within  this  grade 
level.  The  1886-0  was  one  of  the  most  respected  rarities  in  the 
early  Morgan  dollar  series.  It  is  also  rather  difficult  to  find  “nice,” 
as  many  are  poorly  struck,  or  have  dull  lustre  or  other  problems. 
The  present  piece  stands  tall  and  proud  as  one  of  the  nicest  we  have 
ever  seen  within  the  MS-64  attribution. 

PCGS  #007168 


740  1886-S  MS-65  (NGC).  Above  average  in  strike,  fully  brilhant,  and 

highly  lustrous,  this  gem  coin  will  be  just  right  if  you  are  filling  an 
MS-65  set.  This  date  usually  comes  with  decent  eye  appeal,  so  the 
present  coin  cannot  be  called  exceptional.  However,  it  will  certainly 
be  nice  to  own. 

PCGS  #007170 


741  1886-S  MS-65  (NGC) . Above  average  in  strike,  lustrous,  and  very 

attractive,  this  gem  will  appeal  to  many  buyers.  The  obverse  has 
delicate  golden  toning  over  lustrous  surfaces,  while  the  reverse  is  as 
brilliant  as  the  day  it  was  minted.  Such  differences  in  toning  among 
Morgan  dollars  are  largely  traced  to  the  way  they  were  stored  in 
cloth  bags  years  ago  by  banks  and  the  Treasury.  The  side  ot  a coin 
in  contact  with  cloth  was  apt  to  acquire  iridescent  toning,  while 
the  side  of  the  coin  facing  toward  the  center  of  the  bag  remained 
brilliant. 

PCGS  #007170 


1886  MS-66  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  with  a high  grade, 
but  probably  most  attractive  because  of  the  vivid  prismatic  toning 
across  the  obverse — really  pretty! 

PCGS  #007166 

Selection  ot  PCGS-certified  dollars:  ☆ 1886  Morgan.  MS-63.  Iri- 
descent rainbow  toning  on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  just  a touch  of 
gold  at  the  rim  ☆ 1889  Morgan.  MS-64.  Rich  rainbow  iridescence 
on  the  obverse  with  iridescent  rose,  gold,  and  blue  at  the  reverse 
periphery  ☆ 1924  Peace.  MS-65.  Splash  of  deep  rich  dark  rose  on 
the  obverse,  the  reverse  with  splashes  of  pale  olive-brown  ☆ 1972-D 
Eisenhower.  MS-64.  Clive-gray  with  rainbow  highlights  ☆ 2000- 
1)  Sacagawca.  MS-64.  Fiery  orange  with  a splashes  of  iridescent 
green-blue  at  the  center  of  the  obverse,  the  reverse  is  lustrous  with 
just  a hint  of  rose  ☆ 2004  Silver  Eagle.  MS-69.  PCGS  Collectors 
Club  Hdition.  Satiny  lustre.  (Total:  6 pieces) 

Prom  the  Robert  Micluiel  l^rescott  Collection. 
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742  Mini  hoard  of  Morgan  dollars:  ☆ 1886-S  (6).  Average  grade 
MS-62  to  MS-63  ☆ 1889-S  (5)  Average  grade  MS-61  to  MS-63. 
A very  well  matched  group,  all  are  lustrous  and  mainly  brilliant 
with  a few  displaying  traces  of  delicate  toning.  (Total:  1 1 pieces) 

Superb  Gem  Proof  1887  Dollar 


743  1887  Proof-67  Cameo  (NGC)  . A splendid  specimen  with  cameo 

contrast  (as  all  this  year)  set  against  mirrored  fields.  Both  obverse 
and  right  reverse  have  light  golden  toning  vvdth  subtle  splashes  of 
magenta  and  blue  around  the  border.  A truly  superb  coin. 

NGC  Census:  8:  none  finer. 

PCGS  #087322 

Choice  1887/6-0  Dollar 


I 744  1887/6-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  surfaces.  The  reverse  is  fully 

brilliant.  The  obverse  is  mostly  brilliant  with  blushes  of  gold  and 
gray.  Some  tiny  mint-caused  planchet  inclusions  on  Liberty’s  cheek. 
A nicely  struck  and  very  attractive  example  of  the  overdate.  The 
overdate  feature  is  distinct  enough  under  low  magnification,  typical 
for  the  issue,  not  bold,  but  without  doubt  once  studied. 

PCGS  Population:  74;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #007178 


745  1887-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Splashes  of  golden  toning  are  seen  on 

the  obverse,  over  silvery  lustre.  The  reverse  is  brilliant  with  a hint 
of  gold.  Nicely  struck. 

PCGS  #007176 


I 
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Brilliant  Gem  1887-S  Dollar 


746  1887-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  A well  struck,  brilliant,  and  lovely  ex- 

ample of  the  popular  1887-S  dollar.  Both  sides  are  fully  brilliant. 
The  present  piece  seems  to  be  the  best  of  two  worlds:  high  grade 
and  reasonable  cost.  Of  course,  the  exact  cost  will  depend  upon 
the  final  bid  as  it  crosses  the  auction  block. 

PCGS  #007180 


747  1887-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  sharply  struck,  with  satiny 

lustre.  Outstanding  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #007180 

Exceptional  Grade  1888  Dollar 


748  1888  MS-67  (NGC).  Well  struck,  lustrous,  and  in  an  exceptionally 

high  grade,  this  dollar  is  exceeded  by  only  one  other  in  the  NGC 
roster.  Both  sides  are  brilliant,  somewhat  satiny.  A hint  ot  brown 
toning  is  seen. 

NGC  Census:  28;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-67t!4). 

PCGS  #007182 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


Key  1889-CC  $1  Rarity 

Lustrous  Mint  State 


749  1888  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  mirrorlike  surfaces. 

Some  contact  marks  are  noted,  in  keeping  with  the  grade. 

PCGS  Population:  39;  8 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-67  DMPL 
finest). 

PCGS  #097183 


750  1888-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  well  struck,  with  satiny 

lustre.  Incredibly  appealing! 

PCGS  #007184 


Remarkable  Gem  1888-S  Dollar 


751  1888-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  well  struck.  A 

hint  of  delicate  toning.  A splendid  example  that  would  be  ideal  for 
a high-grade  set. 

PCGS  Population:  18;  2 finer  within  any  designation  (MS-67  finest). 
PCGS  #007186 


752  1889  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.Just  a hint  of  toning. 

Among  the  finer  pieces  graded  by  PCGS. 

PCtiS  #007188 


(2x  photo) 

753  1889-CC  MS-61  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen,  well  struck 

and  brilliant,  of  the  single  most  desired  Carson  City  Morgan 
silver  dollar  and,  indeed,  one  of  the  most  sought  after  dates  in  the 
entire  series.  Although  the  1889-CC  is  not  a rarity  in  an  absolute 
sense,  relative  to  the  hundreds  of  thousands  of  people  who  collect 
Morgan  dollars,  it  is  indeed  a key  issue.  The  present  coin  at  the 
MS-61  level  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  in  lower  Mint  State 
ranges,  with  superb  eye  appeal.  The  1889-CC  can  come  in  many 
different  degrees  of  appearance — from  dull  and  heavily  bagmarkcd 
to  beautiful,  as  here. 

PCGS  #007190 
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Gem  1889-0  Dollar 


754  1889-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Above  aver- 

age in  strike,  but  not  needle  sharp.  One  of  the  finest  graded. 
PCGS  #007192 


^56  1889-S  MS-65  (NGC).  drilliant,  lustrous,  and  above  average  in 

strike,  this  is  a splendid  1889-S  at  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  #007194 

^ 57  Pair  of 1889-S  Morgan  dollars  MS-64  (NGC) . Both  are  lustrous 

and  attractive  with  one  displaying  mottled  orange  toning  on  the 
obverse  and  one  with  pale  sunset  orange  on  the  reverse.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 
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Gem  1890-CC  Dollar 


758  1890-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  A whisper 

ot  toning.  An  exceptional  quality  coin,  and  not  easy  to  locate  as 
such. 

PCGS  #007198 

Mirrorlike  1890-0  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Graded 


760  1890-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  Yet 

another  Morgan  dollar  that  will  appeal  to  the  connoisseur. 

PCGS  #007200 


755  1889-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  and  beautiful. 

The  surfaces  are  quite  prooflike,  enough  to  be  called  PL  if  you 
desire.  Although  Mint  State  coins  are  plentiful,  the  population 
narrows  greatly  at  the  MS-65  level  and  thins  even  more  beyond 
that. 

PCGS  #007194 


759  1890-0  MS-65  DMPL  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  well  struck,  and  with 

mirrored  surfaces  on  both  sides.  Among  the  very  finest  graded  by 
PCGS.  A lovely  example. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-66 
DMPL). 

PCGS  #097201 
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761  1890-0  MS-65  (NGC).  Light  golden  toning  characterizes  the 

obverse.  The  reverse  is  a palette  of  light  silver,  blue,  gold,  magenta, 
and,  near  the  right  rim,  even  bright  green. 

PCOS  #007200 


764  1891-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with  subdued  satiny 

surfaces.  Somewhat  above  average  in  striking.  One  of  the  scarcer 
Carson  City  dollars. 

RCGS  #007206 


762  1890-S  MS-65  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  well  struck,  and  with  a 

combination  of  satiny  lustre  and  mirror  quality  on  both  sides. 
PCGS  Population:  9;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  MS-66 

PL). 

PCGS  #007203 


Gem  1891-CC  Dollar 


763  1891-CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  and  with 

satiny  lustre.  Superb  aesthetic  appeal. 

In  a way  we  are  sorry  for  you  if  you  are  not  a specialist  in  Morgan 
dollars,  for  you  probably  will  not  appreciate  the  quality  of  the  pieces 
offered  here.  Or,  if  you  start  specializing  in  Morgan  dollars  by  bid- 
ding in  this  sale,  and  buy  a coin  such  as  this,  you  will  not  appreciate 
how  nice  it  really  is  until  you  gain  some  more  experience.  However, 
when  you  do,  say  a year  or  two  from  now,  you  will  be  proud  that 
you  bought  this  particular  coin  at  the  beginning. 

PCGS  #007206 


Prooflike  1891-S  Dollar 

Finest  NGC  Grade 


765  1891-S  MS-65  DPL  (NGC).  A beautiful  specimen,  well  struck, 

and  with  both  sides  exhibiting  a high  degree  of  prooflike  character. 
Brilliant  overall  with  just  a hint  of  toning.  The  obverse  die  is  deeply 
basined,  a die  preparation  feature  made  easy  to  distinguish  by  the 
prooflike  surface.  Basining  or  giving  a gentle  downward  curve  to 
the  inner  part  of  the  coin,  made  it  possible  to  strike  the  motifs  in 
higher  relief  without  making  the  central  figures  higher  than  the 
rim. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #007211 


766  1891-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  with  a 

mixture  of  mirrorlike  and  satiny  surtace.  Delicate  golden  toning.  A 
coin  of  commanding  beauty.  One  of  the  very  nicest  MS-65  dollars 
we  have  ever  seen. 

PCGS  #007210 
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767  1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Well  struck.  A hand- 

some example,  certainly  one  of  the  finest  you  will  ever  see  with  the 
MS-64  description.  Well  worth  owning. 

RCGS  #007212 


768  1892-CC  MS-63  PL  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  mirrored  surfaces. 

Delicate  golden  toning  on  the  obverse.  Well  struck. 

RCGS  #007215 


769  1892-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Nicely  struck,  lustrous,  and  attractive, 

this  represents  one  of  the  scarcer  issues  in  the  Carson  City  series. 
There  are  quite  a few  bagmarks  on  the  face  of  Miss  Liberty,  and 
prospective  bidders  might  want  to  check  this.  Of  course,  some 
bagmarks  are  par  for  the  course  at  the  MS-63  level. 

RCGS  #007214 


Lustrous  Key  Issue  1892-S  Dollar 


770  1892-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  A lovely  1892-S  dollar,  brilliant,  and  re- 

taining a generous  cjuotient  of  its  original  mint  lustre.  A worthwhile 


- 

consideration  ifyou  want  a high-grade  piece  but  not  into  the  Mint 
State  listing  and  price  range. 

RCGS  #007218 

Scarce  1892-S  Morgan  Dollar 

Significant  Remaining  Lustre 


771  1892-S  AU-55  (NGC).  A nice  example  in  the  AU-55  range,  this 

piece  has  medium  golden  and  brown  toning  on  both  sides.  Much 
lustre  still  remains,  particularly  on  the  reverse,  where  probably 
three-quarters  of  the  mint  frost  in  the  fields  is  still  there. 

RCGS  #007218 


772  1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Nice  struck.  A choice 

example  of  one  of  the  more  elusive  Philadelphia  Mint  dates  in  the 
series. 

RCGS  #007220 


773  1893  MS-64  (NGC).  A very  attractive  specimen,  w’ell  struck,  and 

with  rich  lustre  on  both  sides.  A hint  ot  lilac  toning  is  seen,  hardly 
discernible.  There  are  some  marks  here  and  there,  expected  for 
the  designation,  the  most  prominent  being  on  the  obverse  near 
star  1 1 . 

RCGS  #007220 
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Choice  1893-CC  Dollar 
Last  Year  of  Issue 


fix  photo) 

774  1893-CC  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  with  satiny 

surfaces.  Light  golden  toning.  Remarkable  quality.  Among  Morgan 
silver  dollars  in  Mint  State,  the  two  most  difficult  to  get  without 
disfiguring  bagmarks  and  other  problems  seem  to  be  the  1893-CC 
and  the  1895-S.  Accordingly,  the  search  for  either  one  can  take 
a long  time,  as  it’s  necessary  to  go  beyond  the  grade  listings  and 
examine  the  pieces  carefully  for  quality.  The  present  coin  passes 
every  test . 

This  represents  the  last  year  of  coinage  at  the  Carson  City  Mint.  At  the 
time  it  was  not  known  whether  mintage  would  resume.  Indeed,  in  1885 
production  was  suspended,  but  then  resumed  in  1889.  Finally,  in  the  year 
1900  it  was  decided  that  the  presses  would  never  again  operate,  and  much 
equipment  and  many  unused  dies  were  shipped  away. 

PCGS  #007222 


ISO 


Exceptional  Quality  1893-CC  Dollar 


775  1893-CC  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  the  lustre  has 

somewhat  of  a satiny  finish.  Some  contact  marks  are  seen,  particu- 
larly on  the  obverse,  but  no  more  than  would  be  encountered  on 
a normal  Morgan  dollar.  As  noted,  the  1893-CC  and  the  1895-S 
often  come  extremely  bagmarked,  but  the  present  coin  is  a pleasing 
exception.  Quality-wise  it  stands  above  the  crowd.  Beyond  that, 
the  1893-CC  is  basically  rare  in  MS-63  grade. 

PCGS  #007222 

Attractive  Choice  1893-CC  Dollar 


776  1893-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  A splendid  example,  choice  overall, 

this  coin  is  significantly  above  average  in  striking  sharpness.  The 
obverse  has  light  gold  toning  while  the  reverse  is  brilliant.  A fine 
way  to  end  a high  quality  set  of  Carson  City  Morgan  silver  dollars, 
this  coin  will  neatly  fill  your  want  list.  After  1889-CC  this  is  far 
and  away  the  most  elusive  Carson  City  dollar. 

PCGS  #007222 

Choice  1893-CC  Dollar 


777  1893-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  Another  example  of  this  rarity,  the 

present  piece  is  similarly  free  of  disfiguring  bagmarks.  .rlthough 
some  contact  marks  are  seen  here  and  there  on  the  lace  ot  Miss 
Liberty.  Both  sides  are  brilliant.  The  lustre  is  somewhat  satiny. 
PCGS  #007222 
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Key  1893-CC  Morgan  Dollar 


780  1893-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  somewhat  prooflike,  this 

1893-CC  is  about  typical  for  the  issue.  The  bagmarks  are  quite  no- 
ticeable, this  being  a hallmark  of  this  particular  date  and  mint — not 
often  mentioned  in  catalogue  descriptions,  but  true.  If  you  do  not 
want  to  opt  for  a higher  grade,  consider  the  present  MS-62. 

PCGS  #007222 


' ^ 

Attractive  1893-0  Dollar 


781  1893-0  MS-62  (PCGS).  A brilliant  and  attractive  example,  a very 

nice  specimen  at  the  MS-62  range.  A splash  ofgunmetal-blue  at  the 
left  obverse  border  and  some  light  splashes  of  gold  and  iridescence 
around  the  reverse  add  appeal.  Well  struck.  An  excellent  find  for 
anyone  wanting  a high-grade  1893-0,  but  without  .spending  the 
amount  needed  for  a significantly  higher  grade  piece. 

RCXIS  #007224 

Key  1893-S  Dollar 


782  1893-S  EF-45  (NGC)  . An  attractive  example  of  the  San  Francisco 

Mint  Morgan  dollar  that  everyone  wants.  By  far  the  majority  of 
survivors  of  this  date  and  mint  are  in  VF  grade — unusual,  but  that’s 
the  way  it  is.  Relatively  few  are  higher,  as  here.  At  the  Mint  State 
level,  even  higher,  the  issue  becomes  a rarity. 

The  present  piece  is  pleasing  light  silver  gray  with  some  hints 
of  brown.  The  overall  appearance  is  quite  attractive.  As  such  it  will 
satisfy  you  if  you  arc  seeking  an  Extremely  Fine  example. 

RCCS  #007226 


778  1893-CC  MS-63  (NGC).  A splendid  specimen  of  this  date,  and, 

like  its  contemporaries  in  the  same  sale,  a piece  that  has  escaped  the 
heavy  knocking  around  that  characterizes  1 893-CC.  There  are  some 
bagmarks,  to  be  sure,  mainly  on  the  face  ot  Miss  Liberty,  but  the 
fields  are  relatively  free  of  such.  The  reverse,  if  graded  separately, 
is  a clear  MS-64  if  not  even  an  MS-65.  A quality  example  of  this 
rare  date,  the  present  offering  should  attract  much  attention. 

PCGS  #007222 


Mint  State  1893-CC  Dollar 


Mint  State  1893-CC  Dollar 


779 


1893-CC  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Bagmarks  are 
quite  noticeable  on  the  face,  but  not  quite  as  many  as  seen  on  most 
MS-62  coins.  The  reverse  might  well  be  called  MS-63. 

PCGS  #007222 
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(2x  photo) 

786  1895  Proof-63  CAM  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  a whisper  of  toning.  ' 

Well  struck  and  very  attractive.  A thoroughly  delightful  example 
of  the  key  issue  in  the  Morgan  dollar  series. 

Only  880  Morgan  dollars  are  known  to  have  been  struck  at  ■ 
Philadelphia  in  1895.  All  were  Proofs  and  were  sold  as  part  of  sets.  ' 
Today,  probably  600  to  700  exist,  among  which  the  piece  offered 
here  is  certainly  in  the  top  third  from  the  standpoint  of  grade  . 
combined  with  eye  appeal.  i 

For  a long  time  it  was  thought  that  12,000  circulation  strikes  \ 
were  made  of  the  1895  dollar,  based  upon  an  entry  in  a Mint  Report. 
However,  no  unequivocal  Mint  State  piece  ever  came  to  hand,  and  a 
puzzle  remained.  A few  years  ago  research  in  the  National  Archives  ; 
by  Henry  T.  Hettger  laid  the  matter  to  rest.  None  were  struck  tor 
circulation,  and  early  correspondence  suggests  this. 

By  all  rights  an  1895  dollar  in  a grade  such  as  this  should  be 


785  1894-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  A whisper 

ot  golden  toning  is  seen  over  brilliant  surfaces.  This  is  one  of  the 
scarcer  New  Orleans  Mint  dollars.  The  present  piece  offers  a nice 
combination  of  high  grade  and  excellent  eye  appeal. 

I'CCS  #007230 


783  1894  MS-64  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  sharply  struck  example  of  this 

scarce  Philadelphia  Mint  issue.  Satiny  lustre  on  both  sides.  A piece 
with  a great  deal  of  old  fashioned  eye  appeal,  a beauty.  Very  few 
Morgan  dollars  classified  as  MS-64  can  hold  a candle  to  this.  The 
coin  was  selected  with  care,  and  if  you  are  the  successful  bidder  you 
will  truly  have  one  of  the  nicest  possible  within  this  grade  designa- 
tion. 

PCGS  #007228 


Appealing  1894-0  Dollar 


1894-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  on  both  sides. 
Somewhat  above  average  in  strike.  A handsome  specimen,  certainly 
one  ot  the  nicest  available  in  the  MS-64  category.  The  coin  has  a 
lot  of  frost  and  “life,”  a pleasing  example  of  an  issue  which  is  quite 
elusive  at  this  grade  level  and  higher. 

PCGS  #007230 

Choice  Mint  State  1894-0  Dollar 


Splendid  1894  Dollar 
Superb  Aesthetic  Appeal 


784 


Classic  1895  Rarity 

Famous  Proof  Only  Issue 


ISX 
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worth  hundreds  of  thousands  of  dollars,  based  upon  the  demand. 
However,  quite  a few  collectors  have  adopted  a mindset  whereby 

I the  boundaries  of  their  collection  are  defined  by  circulation 

strikes,  not  Proofs.  Accordingly,  the  present  coin  can  be  excused. 
The  advantage  is  that  the  1895  Proof  dollar,  while  expensive,  has 
consistently  sold  for  what  seems  to  be  below  its  true  value.  If  you 
are  considering  an  example,  the  present  piece  ranks  high  in  cpality 
and  is  strongly  recommended. 

PCGS  #087330 

I 

I Lustrous  1895-S  Dollar 


787  1895-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous  and  attractive.  Some- 

what prooflike  when  held  at  an  angle  to  the  light.  Delicate  golden 
toning  can  be  seen.  A very  nice  example  ot  one  ot  the  scarcer  San 
Francisco  issues  in  the  series.  This  particular  date  and  mint  is  often 
seen  extensively  bagmarked,  almost  to  the  point  ofbeing  damaged. 
The  present  coin  is  a pleasing  exception. 

PCGS  #007238 


Superb  Gem  1896  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Graded 


788  1896  MS-67  (NGC).  Well  struck,  with  satiny  lustre,  and  great 

eye  appeal,  this  1896  dollar  is  one  of  the  finest  graded  by  NGC  of 
this  otherwise  common  date.  Actually,  the  higher  three  also  are 
the  same  grade,  except  that  NGC  has  put  a star  after  them.  The 
addition  of  stars,  by  the  way,  is  a relatively  new  concept,  and  as  so 
many  coins  were  graded  before  tbe  star  system  was  put  in  place, 
there  is  no  telling  how  many  others  “deserve”  stars. 

NGC  Census:  29;  3 finer  within  any  designation  (all  MS-67it). 

PCGS  #007240 


Mirrorlike  1896  Morgan  Dollar 

At  the  Top  of  the  PCGS  Roster 


789  1896  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  Frosted,  cameo  devices  against 

mirror  surfices.  There  are  a few  contact  marks  here  and  there, 
but  minimal.  Tins  coin  should  have  wide  appeal  as  it  crosses  the 
block. 

I'CGS  I^opulation:  8;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #097241 


790  1896-S  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  rich  lustre,  this  MS-63 

1896-S  dollar  qualifies  nicely  to  fill  an  opening  in  a fine  collection. 
Among  the  several  scarce  and  rare  dates  produced  at  San  Francisco, 
and  opportunities  to  find  a combination  of  high  quality  and  good 
eye  appeal  are  scarce  in  relation  to  the  demand  for  them. 

PCGS  #007244 


Choice  1897-0  Dollar 


791  1897-0  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  rich  lustre.  Nearly  fully 

struck.  A pleasing  example  of  this  scarce  New  Orleans  issue,  one 
of  the  more  elusive  dates  from  that  mint. 

I'CGS  #007248 
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Beautiful  1897-S  Dollar 


792  1897-S  MS-67  (NGC).  A beautiful  specimen  of  the  otherwise 

available  1897-S  dollar,  but  not  at  this  level.  NGC  has  graded  11 
pieces  as  MS-67,  one  getting  a star.  The  obverse  and  reverse  are  well 
struck,  the  lustre  is  satiny,  and  the  eye  appeal  is  excellent.  There  are 
a few  baginarks,  to  be  sure,  but  not  many. 

NGC  Census:  10;  1 finer  (MS-67^). 

At  a recent  Atlanta  Coin  E.xpo,  Mike  Fahey,  grading  e.xpert  at  ANACS, 
gave  a seminar  on  silver  dollars,  illustrating  the  points  to  check  first  for 
bagmarks.  In  brief,  the  main  place  to  look  for  them  is  in  the  front  of  Miss 
Liberty’s  face,  the  high  part  of  the  cheek  and  around  the  eye  and,  particularly, 
on  the  front  of  the  neck  below  her  chin. 

RCGS  #007250 


793  1897-S  MS-66  PL  (PCGS).  A sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  highly 

prooflike  example  of  this  issue.  Prooflike  coins  are  in  the  distinct 
minority  for  this  date  and  mintmark. 

PCGS  Population:  21;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  MS-67 

PL). 

PCGS  #007251 


794  1897-S  MS-65  (NGC).  A blazing  gem  with  reflective  fields  and 

frosted  motifs.  The  obverse  is  a fireworks  display  of  rich  peach, 
orange,  and  gold  throughout  Miss  Liberty’s  tresses,  while  the  rest 
of  the  obverse  is  ablaze  with  varied  sea  green  and  electric  blue 
iridescence.  The  reverse  is  largely  brilliant  with  the  faintest  hint  of 
pale  champagne  beginning  there. 

PCGS  #007250 


Gem  Proof  1898  Dollar 


795  1898  Proof-65  CAMEO  (NGC).  A lovely  example  with  mirror 

surfaces  overlaid  with  delicate  golden  toning.  A particularly  choice 
coin. 

PCGS  #087333 


796  1898-0  MS-67  (NGC) . A splendid  1 898-0  dollar  that  will  appeal 

to  anyone  who  enjoys  having  a high  grade  label  on  a holder  plus  the 
bonus  (in  this  instance)  of  having  superb  eye  appeal,  great  lustre, 
and  everything  else  in  apple  pie  order.  A dandy  1898-0  that  is  sure 
to  satisfy. 

NGC  Census:  81 ; 3 finer  within  the  designation  (all  MS-68). 

PCGS  #007254 


797  1898-0  MS-66  DPL  (NGC).  Prooflike  surfaces  on  both  sides, 

beautiful,  and  with  a minimum  of  contact  marks.  The  portrait  of 
Miss  Liberty  has  a few  marks,  but  not  many.  To  our  view  this  is 
one  of  the  nicest  pieces  on  the  market  within  the  Proof-66  DPL 
designation.  Sharply  struck  as  well.  Take  this  home  and  you  will 
enjoy  it. 

NGC  Census:  13;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  MS-67  DPL). 

PCGS  #007255 
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Superb  Gem  1900-0  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Certified 


^98  1898-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  well  struck,  and 

beautiful.  Ifyou  are  seeking  a gem,  your  search  ends  here. 

PCGS  #007256 


801  1900-0  MS-67  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  lustrous,  and  with  golden 

toning,  accompanied  by  a coveted  position  of  being  at  the  top  of 
the  PCGS  roster — these  aspects  come  together  to  create  a coin  that 
certainly  will  be  a prime  attraction  when  it  crosses  the  block.  Few 
others  are  this  nice. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #007266 


802  1900-0  MS-66  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  with  fields 

that  are  a mixture  of  satin  and  prooflike  quality.  Nicely  struck. 
NGC  Census:  14;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-hhlt  PL). 
PCGS  #007267 


803  1900-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  well  struck,  and  with  satiny 

lustre.  A hint  of  golden  toning  adds  to  its  beauty.  A truly  exceptional 
example. 

PCGS  Population:  23;  1 finer  (MS-67). 

PCGS  #007270 


99  1899-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  nicely  struck,  with 

satiny  lustre.  Brilliant  with  a whisper  of  champagne  toning.  An 
example  which  is  significantly  above  the  crowd  in  terms  of  eye 
appeal  and  assigned  grade.  Well  worth  owning. 

PCGS  #007262 


00  1900-O/CC  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  well  struck,  and  riclily 

lustrous.  A very  nice  example  of  this  famous  overmintmark,  with 
a New  Orleans  O punched  over  a Carson  City  CC.  There  is  room 
in  every  collection  for  this  fascinating  variety,  even  for  those  who  do 
not  specialize  in  dollars.  Certainly  it  is  one  of  the  more  interesting 
issues  of  its  time. 

PCGS  #007268 
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Rare  Mint  State  1901  Dollar 


804  1901  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Above  average  in 

striking  sharpness.  Delicate  gold  toning.  This  1901  dollar  has  seen 
some  handling,  but  not  much.  This  opportunity  should  be  studied 
very  carefully,  for  the  grade  is  high  enough  to  be  in  the  Mint  State 
category,  the  eye  appeal  goes  beyond  that  and  matches  some  we 
have  seen  called  MS-63  or  even  finer,  and  the  market  value  is  quite 
low.  Check  the  great  jumps  that  the  1901  takes  beyond  MS-62, 
and  you  will  agree. 

During  the  Morgan  dollar  era,  numismatists  who  desired  ex- 
amples simply  ordered  Proofs.  Circulation  strikes  were  completely 
ignored.  That  accounts  for  the  rarity  today  of  certain  issues  in  high 
Mint  State  levels,  1901  being  the  most  outstanding  example. 

The  1901  Morgan  dollar  was  struck  in  large  quantities.  It  seems 
that  many  if  not  most  were  released  into  circulation  at  the  time, 
with  the  result  that  worn  examples  are  very  common.  When  the 
Treasury  hoard  of  Morgan  dollars  was  released  beginning  in  1962, 
there  were  no  bags  or  other  large  quantities  of  this  date.  Today, 
Mint  State  pieces  are  elusive  in  aU  grades. 

PCGS  #007272 


806  1902  MS-66  (PCGS).  The  key  attraction  of  this  piece  is  its  iri- 

descent toning — lavender  and  light  gray  at  the  center  with  hints  of 
magenta,  changing  to  blue  at  the  borders.  As  pretty  as  a picture. 
PCGS  #007278 


807  1902-S  MS-65  (PCGS) . Another  lovely  Morgan  doUar — ^brilliant 

with  satiny  surfaces,  accented  with  a splash  of  gold,  and  with  superb 
eye  appeal.  The  majority  of  Morgan  silver  dollars  in  this  sale  are 
quite  nice  within  their  grade  categories,  selected  with  care  over  a 
period  of  time. 

PCGS  #007282 


Superb  Gem  1902  Dollar 


805  1902  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  A very  attractive 

example  of  this  Philadelphia  coin,  a date  that  is  elusive  in  high  Mint 
State  levels  as  here. 

PCGS  Population:  17;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #007278 


808 


1903  MS-67  (PCGS).  Delicate  golden  toning  with  some  splashes 
of  iridescence  over  lustrous  silver  surfaces.  Well  struck.  A splendid 


example  of  the  1903  dollar  in  an  unusually  high  grade. 
PCGS  #007284 


lO.' 
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Superb  Gem  1904  Dollar 

None  Finer  Graded 


{2x  photo) 

|09  1904  MS-66  (PCGS)  . A splendid  specimen  with  delicate  iridescent 

toning  on  both  sides — pretty  as  a picture,  indeed  worthy  of  an  art 
exhibit.  There  are  quite  a few  buyers  who  seek  coins  with  attractive 
toning,  and  this  piece  will  be  a magnet  for  them. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #007290 


Prooflike  1904  Dollar 
None  Finer  Graded 


810  1904  MS-64  PL  (NGC).  Light  silver  gray  with  hints  of  gold. 

Prooflike  .surface  on  both  sides.  No  finer  examples  have  been  graded 
within  this  description  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  11;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #007290 


811  1904-0  MS-66  DMPL  (PCGS).  The  prooflike  surface  is  ex- 

tensive on  both  sides,  with  a tiny  area  of  satin  finish  in  front  of  the 
face.  Scattered  contact  marks  are  seen  under  magnification,  about 
as  expected  for  MS-66.  PCGS  has  graded  only  one  finer  than  this 
piece,  and  16  events  (not  necessarily  different  coins)  at  the  present 
level.  Deep  Mirror  Prooflike  coins  play  to  a special  audience,  and 
whenever  we  offer  them  there  is  a great  deal  of  interest. 

PCGS  Population:  16;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-67 
DMPL). 

PCGS  #097293 

Splendid  Gem  1904-S  Dollar 


812  1904-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  with  more  than 

its  share  of  eye  appeal,  this  is  one  of  the  nicest  19()4-S  dollars  we 
have  seen  in  recent  times.  The  obverse  is  virtually  as  made,  while 
the  reverse  displays  delicate  golden  toning.  The  overall  effect  is  one 
to  be  remembered.  Beyond  that,  the  1904-S  is  the  most  elusive  San 
Francisco  Morgan  dollar  of  the  2()th  century. 

PCGS  #007294 
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Superb  Gem  1921-S  Morgan  Dollar 


813  1921-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Remarkable 

for  the  high  assigned  grade,  no  finer  listed  by  PCGS.  The  1921-S 
dollar  is  very  difficult  to  obtain  in  a combination  of  high  grade  and 
with  decent  eye  appeal.  The  present  piece  has  both. 

PCGS  Population:  22;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #007300 


814  1921  Peace.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lustrous  and  attractive  1921  Peace 

dollar  with  significantly  above  average  striking.  All  but  a few  of  the 
central  hair  details  are  visible — placing  this  certainly  in  the  top  5% 
of  surviving  Mint  State  coins  of  this  year.  There  are  some  marks  on 
the  face,  that  may  counterbalance  value-wise  the  sharpness. 

PCGS  #007356 


815  1921  Peace.  MS-65  (NGC).  Gray  and  light  brown  toning  over 

lustrous  surfaces.  Light  striking  at  the  center  obverse  as  is  always  the 
case.  The  reverse  striking  is  significantly  better  than  usually  seen. 
PCGS  #007356 


816  1921  Peace.  MS-65  (NGC).  A .splendid  example  . The  present 

piece  has  some  lightness  at  the  centers,  as  always  seen. 

PCC;S  #007356 


817  Selection  of  certified  Peace  dollars  grading  MS-64:  ☆ 1922 
(NGC)  (2)  ☆ 1923  (7).  (PCGS)  (5);  (NGC)  (2)  ☆ 1925  (5).  (PCGS) 
(3);  (NGC)  (2).  All  are  lustrous  and  attractive  with  most  displaying 
lovely  golden  toning.  (Total:  14  pieces) 


Extraordinary  1922-S  Peace  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

818  1922-S  MS-66  (NGC).  A lovely  example  in  an  exceptionally  high 

grade,  this  1922-S  Peace  dollar  is  one  of  the  finest  known.  Indeed, 
NGC  has  graded  none  higher.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  highly 
lustrous  with  some  light  mottled  brown  toning.  The  strike  is  not 
needle  sharp  (it  never  is),  but  is  quite  good.  The  coin  has  relatively 
few  marks,  and  in  all  other  aspects  is  very  desirable.  At  this  level 
the  1922-S  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  Peace  dollars  to  acquire. 

NGC  Census:  7;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #007359 


104 


American  Numismahc  Rakh" 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


^19  Group  of  1923  Peace  dollars  grading  MS-64  (NGC).  All  are 

lustrous  and  attractive.  Some  with  delicate  attractive  toning,  some 
with  faint  milk  spots.  A few  are  brilliant.  A very  attractive  group. 
(Total:  40  pieces) 

Gem  1923-S  Dollar 


20  1923-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Light  silver  surfaces  with  mottled  gray 

and  some  hints  of  golden  toning.  A nice  example  with  decent  eye 

I appeal.  Not  perfect  by  any  means,  and  with  some  marks  on  the 
reverse,  but  finer  than  usually  seen.  San  Francisco  Mint  coins  of 
this  decade  can  be  a problem,  except  for  1926-S  which  is  often  seen 
nice. 

PCGS  #007362 

Gem  1924-S  Dollar 


J1  1924-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Mottled  lilac  and  gray  toning  over  richly 
lustrous  surfaces.  Nice  eye  appeal  overall,  which  is  important  for 
1924-S,  for  quite  a few  are  downright  “baggy.”  A coin  worth  a second 
or  even  a third  look  by  the  advanced  Peace  dollar  specialist. 

PCGS  #007364 


!2  1924-S  MS-64  (PCGS)  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  some  splashes 

of  gold.  Some  light  striking  at  the  center  as  is  true  of  1924-S  in 
general  (but  not  of  the  Philadelphia  Mint  version) . As  higher  grade 
pieces  are  very  expensive,  the  present  1924-S  offers  a lot  of  potential 
for  the  money. 

PCGS  #007364 


Gem  1925-S  Dollar 
None  Finer  Graded  by  PCGS 


(2.V  pliolo) 

823  1925-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  lustrous, 

with  light  golden  brown  toning,  somewhat  mottled.  There  is  some 
lightness  of  strike  at  the  center,  as  is  usually  the  case  with  1925-S 
(but  not  its  Philadelphia  Mint  cousin).  These  Peace  dollars  have 
personalities  of  their  own,  and  such  differences  are  interesting  to 
contemplate. 

The  1925-S  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  of  all  Peace  dollars  to 
acquire  in  high  grade.  Most  are  extremely  “baggy'”  and  rather 
unprepossessing  in  appearance.  The  present  coin  is  quite  pleasant 
to  gaze  upon. 

PCGS  Population:  34;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #007366 
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Gem  1925-S  Dollar 

None  Finer  Graded  by  PCGS 


(2x  photo) 

1925-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Considering  all  the  collectors  who  desire 
Peace  silver  dollars,  the  present  coin  will  draw  a lot  of  attention. 
Beyond  the  assigned  number,  this  specimen  has  mottled  light  iri- 
descent toning  over  richly  lustrous  surfaces.  Bagmarks  are  minimal. 
A good  choice  for  the  advanced  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  34;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #007366 

1927-D  MS-64  (PCGS) . A brilliant  and  attractive  specimen  with 
light  golden  toning.  Some  marks  are  seen  here  and  there,  typical  of 
the  date  and  mint.  Exceptionally  well  struck. 

PCGS  #007371 


Gem  1928  Peace  Dollar 


826  1928  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with  satiny  lustre,  the 

hallmark  of  the  1928  Philadelphia  Mint  (but  not  San  Francisco 
Mint)  Peace  dollar.  The  obverse  edge  is  beveled,  a distinct  feature 
not  found  on  any  other  date  and  mint  in  the  series.  The  mintage 
of  the  1928  is  the  lowest  among  Peace  dollars.  The  present  coin  is 
strictly  first  class  and  will  be  a joy  for  its  next  owner.  As  a parting 
comment  we  note  that  the  striking  sharpness  is  exceptional. 

PCGS  #007373 


827  1934-S  AU-58.  Brilliant  with  nearly  full  lustre.  Light  golden 

toning.  Perhaps  a bit  conservatively  graded  as  AU-58 — ^you  might 
want  to  call  it  Mint  State.  This  is  an  enticement  for  you  to  check 
it  during  lot  viewing. 

PCGS  #007377 


Trade  Dollars 


828  1875  Type  I/II.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lustrous  example  with 

warm  brown-gold  toning  over  satiny  surfaces.  Well  struck.  A very 
attractive  example  of  the  date  and  variety.  Although  the  obverse 
and  reverse  differences  of  this  year  are  called  “types,”  it  would  he 
better  to  call  them  “varieties.”  However,  standard  nomenclature 
will  probably  still  remain. 

PCGS  #007037 
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832  1877-S  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a hint  of  ton- 

ing. Sharply  struck,  including  on  all  of  the  star  centers  and,  on  the 
reverse,  the  eagle’s  right  leg.  A significantly  finer  example  than 
usually  seen  within  the  MS-63  classification. 

RCGS  #007046 

Gem  Proof  1879  Trade  Dollar 

Proof  Only  Date 


834  1879  Proof-65  CAMEO  (NGC).  A brilliant  example  with  delicate 

golden  toning  on  the  reverse.  Nicely  struck.  A fine  representative 
of  this  highly  popular  Proof-only  date. 

PCGS  #087059 


833  1879  Proof-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  beautiful,  well  struck.  A 

delightful  example  of  this  popular  Proof-only  date.  This  and  the 
1880  were  the  subject  of  investment  speculation  and  excitement, 
causing  higher  mintages.  However,  many  went  into  the  hands  of 
people  who  were  not  numismatists,  and  were  not  handled  care- 
fully. 

PCGS  #007059 


Gem  Proof  1879  Trade  Dollar 


Choice  1875-S  Trade  Dollar 

Type  I/I 


0 1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  golden  and  brown  toning 

over  lustrous  surfaces.  A pleasing  example. 

PCGS  #007039 

Choice  1876  Trade  Dollar 

Type  I/II 


1 1876  Type  I/II.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen,  graded 

ij  MS-64,  but  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  within  that  category, 
i Accordingly,  we  suggest  that  you  pay  more  than  an  “MS-64 

[|  price”  in  order  to  land  this  in  your  collection.  Both  obverse  and 

Ij  reverse  have  attractive  satiny  lustre,  are  relatively  free  ofbagmarks 
I (although  there  are  a few),  and  are  sharply  struck.  The  obverse 
i;  is  fully  brilliant,  while  the  reverse  has  a nice  display  of  scattered 
!|  gunmetal-blue  and  iridescent  toning.  The  quality  minded  buyer 
will  appreciate  owning  this, 
i PCGS  #007041 


19  1875-S  Type  I/I.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Light  brown  toning,  slightly 

mottled,  over  silvery  surfaces.  Quite  well  struck.  A high-grade 
example  of  this  popular  date. 

PCGS  #007039 


Choice  1875-S  Trade  Dollar 

Type  I/I 
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{2x  photo) 

835  1880  Proof-65 ★ CAMEO  (NGC).  A gorgeous  cameo  gem 

Proof  ot  the  date,  a coin  with  superb  eye  appeal  that  will  beckon 
to  all  who  view  it.  Brightly  frosted  motifs  and  mirror  fields  show  a 
glancing  blush  of  taint  champagne,  otherwise  mint  brilliance  domi- 
nates. Boldly  impressed  save  for  a smidgen  of  faintness  at  the  top  of 
Liberty’s  head  and  the  sinister  (viewer’s  right)  obverse  stars — the 
regal  Bald  eagle  on  the  reverse  is  resplendent  in  full  plumage.  An 
exceptionally  attractive  specimen  that  is  every  bit  the  coin  the  label 
proclaims,  and  perhaps  a bit  more. 

PCGS  #()87()6() 


Pattern  Coins 


r 1.,.  -*1  ri  ".a.if  ./iri/iUn  Ifl'.  .iniyaiMtfi  -M-ih  inr  ii  "mm 

Elusive  Proof  1882  Trade  Dollar 


836  1882  Proof-64  CAMEO  (NGC)  . Brilliant  and  attractive.  Delicate 

golden  toning  over  mirror  surfaces.  A very  pleasing  example  of  one 
of  the  more  elusive  dates  in  the  Proof-only  series. 

PCGS  #087062 


Pattern  coins  have  long  been  a special  interest  of  American  Numismatic 
Rarities,  what  with  LTave  Bowers  and  Andrew  W.  Pollock  III  members  of  the 
team.  Most  of  our  sales  are  graced  with  offerings  of  patterns,  but  the  present 
group  takes  the  cake! 

On  the  pages  to  follow  will  be  one  of  the  most  extensive  offerings  of  pattern 
rarities  we  have  ever  presented.  And,  it  is  not  rarity  alone,  quality  also  comes  to 
the  fore.  Many  truly  legendary  coins  are  presented,  and  to  list  them  all  would 
involve  taking  up  the  best  part  of  a page.  Instead,  as  you  are  at  the  starting 
point,  get  ready,  get  set,  and  go  for  a truly  memorable  opportunity! 

Incredibly  Important  1856  J-177 

Rare  Half  Cent  Denomination 


(2x  photo) 

837  1856  pattern  half  cent.  Judd- 177,  Pollock-205.  Rarity-5. 

Proof-64  (PCGS).  Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  In  1856  relatively 
few  strikings  from  regular  half  cent  dies  were  made  in  copper-nickel 
metal,  this  being  an  overture  to  what  evolved  into  the  1856  Flying 
Eagle  cent  of  similar  composition.  Although)- 177  is  listed  as  Rar- 
ity-5,  the  actual  appearance  of  specimens  in  the  marketplace  belies 
that,  and  we  would  rate  this  a solid  Rarity-6.  Quite  possibly  many 
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regular  issue  pieces  struck  in  copper  have  been  misidentified,  or 
there  may  be  another  reason. 

The  coin  is  important  for  its  scarcity,  of  course,  but  its  great 
claim  to  fame  is  that  the  half  cent  denomination  is,  perhaps,  the  most 
difficult  single  value  to  obtain  in  pattern  form.  Accordingly,  anyone 
endeavoring  to  assemble  a set  of  regular  issue  denominations,  but 
with  corresponding  patterns,  will  find  this  to  be  the  key. 

As  to  the  coin  itself,  it  is  a very  pleasant  “original”  coin,  not 
dipped  or  cleaned,  with  light  toning  over  frosty  surfaces.  A few 
trivial  flecks  are  seen  and  are  scarcely  worthy  of  mention.  The 
striking  is  exquisite.  We  expect  to  see  a great  deal  of  attention  when 
this  crosses  the  auction  block,  deservedly  so. 

RCGS  #011777 


Fascinating  1850  J-124  Pattern 

Annular  Cent 


838  1850  pattern  cent.  J-124,  P-139.  Rarity-7-.  Restrike.  Proof- 

64  (PCGS).  Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  A lovely  example,  nicely 
struck,  and  with  good  eye  appeal,  of  one  of  the  more  fascinating 
issues  of  the  era.  The  surfaces  are  of  original  coloration,  warm 
gold  with  a hint  of  brown  toning.  This  is  a variation  of  the  famous 
Annular  or  ringlike  pattern  cent,  but  not  perforated  at  the  center. 
Such  pieces  were  first  made  in  1850  to  test  the  concept  of  a small- 
diameter  cent  as  a replacement  for  the  large  copper  cent,  keeping 
good  company  in  the  present  sale  with  several  other  patterns  from 
this  early  era,  made  for  the  same  purpose. 

Originally  it  was  intended  to  have  the  center  perforated.  The 
record  is  not  clear  concerning  related  varieties  that  arc  indeed 
perforated,  for  some  studied  seem  to  have  the  perforation  made  by 
drilling  out  the  metal,  not  created  as  part  of  a special  planchet  and 
striking  process.  The  point  is  moot  here,  however.  The  present 
piece  is  a restrike,  probably  made  sometime  after  spring  1859,  as  a 
delicacy  for  collectors. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 

The  reverse  has  one  of  the  most  advanced  die  states  seen  on  any  pattern 
of  any  era.  What  seem  to  be  fatal  flaws  have  somehow  not  caused  the  die  to 
break  into  parts  and  be  useless,  but,  instead,  remained  together  during  this 
strike.  Multiple  cracks  are  seen  around  the  periphery,  too  interconnected 
to  count,  but  perhaps  a half  dozen  or  more.  Such  makes  this  piece  all  the 
more  interesting. 

PCGS  #011532 


Memorable  1853  J-150  Pattern  Cent 


(2x  photo) 


839  1853  pattern  cent.  J-150,  P-178.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  (PCGS). 

German  silver.  Reeded  edge.  Brilliant  surfaces  with  almost  all  design 
features  defined  to  full  advantage,  save  for  one  or  two  obverse  stars. 
Close  examination  reveals  a few  tiny  flecks,  consistent  with  the 
grade.  Faint  mint-caused  die  polish  lines  can  be  seen  in  the  fields 
on  both  obverse  and  reverse.  The  E in  CENT  is  double  punched; 
first  impressed  about  a millimeter  or  so  too  high  and  then  corrected. 
A very  nice  example  of  this  interesting,  important,  and  curious 
pattern.  The  piece  is  of  memorable  quality  with  superb  eye  appeal. 
Although  this  and  related  examples  ofJ-150  are  routinely  called 
“Proof,”  they  are  not  Proof  at  all.  The  dies  were  not  polished.  This 
is  true  for  all  examples.  The  obverse  is  a regular  quarter  eagle  die  of 
the  year,  that  was  pressed  into  service  (literally)  to  furnish  a portrait 
die  of  the  diameter  of  a small  cent.  The  reverse  is  a hastily  made 
die  for  this  pattern,  with  a stock  wreath  enclosing  ONE/CENT, 
not  correctly  spaced,  and  with  a large  division  at  the  middle.  The 
intent  was  to  turn  out  a pattern  that  could  be  passed  around  and 
examined  for  its  small  size  format,  not  to  create  a cabinet  specimen 
for  numismatists. 

This  was  an  era  in  which  the  Mint  was  experimenting  with 
replacing  the  old  “large”  copper  cent  with  a smaller,  lighter  version. 
Creating  quite  a bit  ofattention  earlier  in  1837  (including  petitions 
to  Congress  and  distributions  of  samples  to  congressmen  and  sena- 
tors) was  Lewis  E.  Feuchtwanger’s  cent  of  similar  diameter  and 
color  to  this  coin.  It  was  thought  that  “German  silver”)  (a  catchall 
phrase  for  an  alloy  that  contained  nickel  and  other  metals,  also  called 
argentan  and  packfong)  would  be  a good  coinage  metal — more 
durable  than  copper,  attractive  after  circulation,  and  so  on.  Although 
Feuchtwanger’s  petition  fell  on  deaf  ears,  the  Mint  did  take  notice. 
Likely  the  present  J-150  was  inspired  from  that  source. 

The  present  coin  is  excellently  struck,  with  needle  sharp  detail 
on  both  sides.  In  fact,  a collector  of  gold  coins  will  marvel  at  an 
1853  quarter  eagle  so  well  struck — not  usually  seen  on  regular 
gold  issues. 

l^CGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #011624 
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Another  Attractive  J-150  Pattern  Cent 


841 


840 


(2x  piiM) 


1853  pattern  cent.  J-150,  P-178.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64  (NGC). 

German  silver.  Reeded  edge.  Another  example  of  the  same  die 
combination  as  the  foregoing,  but  in  a slightly  lower  grade.  The 
present  piece  has  some  areas  of  light  brown  toning  and  is  not  quite 
as  sharply  struck,  although  the  details  are  decent.  TheJ-150  is  fairly 
rare,  whatwhth  fewer  than  12  thought  to  exist.  How  remarkable  it 
is  that  we  have  two  in  one  sale! 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  (Proof-65). 

PCGS  #011624 


1853  pattern  cent.  J-151,  P-178.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-63  (NGC). 

Nickel-alloy.  Reeded  edge.  An  interesting,  unusual,  and  important 
pattern.  The  present  piece  has  its  own  distinct  striking  characteris- 
tics, different  from  any  others  in  the  catalogue.  The  impression  is 
light  in  certain  areas,  and  the  right  obverse  rim  is  very  broad,  and 
without  dentils.  Several  stars  are  lightly  struck.  The  overall  color  is 
a pleasing  steel  gray.  While  this  piece  wall  stand  on  its  own  as  a nice 
example  ot  the  variety,  it  has  additional  interest  for  the  specialist 
due  to  the  striking  characteristics. 

NGC  Census:  1;  3 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 

PCGS  #011628 


Curious  J-151d  Pattern  Cent 


842  1853  pattern  cent.  J-151d,  P-181.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-63 

(PCGS).  Billon.  Plain  edge.  Intermingled  silvery  gray,  brown,  and 
blue  surfaces.  Virtually  all  design  features  arc  sharp.  Both  the  obverse 
and  reverse  exhibit  subdued  reflectivity.  An  attractive  example,  very 
rare,  and  quite  interesting  from  a technical  viewpoint.  This  coin 
is  technically  unifacc,  or  struck  only  on  one  side,  but  actually  it  is 
struck  on  two  sides.  The  obverse  side  is  a regular  die,  with  dentils 
all  around  the  border,  but  with  no  portrait,  wreath,  inscription,  or 
anything  else  added.  This  is  an  interesting  example  of  what  a blank 
die  looks  like  before  it  is  impressed  with  a design  and  made  into  a 
working  die.  The  wreath  and  inscription  are  from  the  same  die  as 
on J-150. 

The  writer  (QI)B)  and  John  Dannreuther  have  had  some  discussions 
lately  on  the  technical  aspects  of  making  dies.  The  adding  of  dentils  to  the 


border  of  a die,  as  here,  is  likely  the  result  of  using  a gang  punch,  say  three 
dentils  together,  with  the  punch  positioned  in  the  last  of  the  previously 
impressed  dentils,  to  maintain  uniformity.  However,  under  this  arrangement 
there  should  be  a point  in  the  border  of  a die  in  w'hich  the  dentils  do  not 
quite  match,  or  overlap,  or  have  some  problems,  but  that  is  not  often  seen 
(but  has  been  found  on  some).  If  any  reader  has  technical  information  as 
to  the  adding  of  dentils  in  the  mid- 19th  century  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint, 
correspondence  is  invited. 

PCGS  #01 1628 


Important  J-159  Pattern  Cent 

“Liberty  Seated  Dollar”  Transfer 


(2x  photo) 


843  1854  pattern  cent.  J-159,  P-186.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64  BN 

(PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Tan  surfaces  exhibit  delicate  pink, 
orange,  and  sea  green  highlights.  The  reverse  design  features  are 
sharp,  while  on  the  obverse  many  design  details  are  softly  defined; 
something  due  to  the  process  by  which  the  design  was  prepared 
(described  in  detail  below).  This  variety  and  its  related  counterparts, 
as  listed  in  Judd,  are  among  the  most  curious  of  all  United  States 
pattern  coins.  This  was  an  era  in  which  the  mint  continued  to 
e.xperiment  with  a smaller  diameter,  lighter  one-cent  piece.  The 
present  coin  is  larger  than  theJ-150  earlier  offered,  but  considerably 
smaller  and  lighter  than  the  standard  “large”  copper  cent  then  in 
circulation. 

In  what  must  have  been  a hurry-up  process  at  the  Mint,  an 
already  struck  Liberty  Seated  dollar  dated  1854  was  placed  into 
the  Contamin  portrait  lathe  in  the  Engraving  Department.  A stylus 
traced  across  the  face  of  the  dollar,  and  through  a pantograph  arm 
connection,  and  a tiny  rotating  cutting  head,  replicated  the  design 
of  the  dollar,  in  smaller  form,  in  a piece  of  soft  steel.  The  portrait 
lathe  turned  slowly,  and  the  stylus  went  over  the  features  ot  the 
dollar.  In  the  process,  certain  features  ot  the  dollar  were  lost.  The 
stars  appear  only  as  small  six-pointed  blobs,  not  well  defined  with 
radial  centers.  The  date  1854  is  skeletal,  and  with  the  crossbar  largely 
missing  on  the  4,  resembles  1851.  In  fact,  this  pattern  has  often  been 
classified  under  the  1851  date.  The  figure  ofMiss  Liberty  is  muted, 
the  details  not  sharp.  Some  circular  lathe  lines  can  be  seen  upon 
close  examination.  All  examples  ofJ-159  are  from  this  die. 

The  reverse  is  a die  quickly  made  up  using  stock  elements  to  cre- 
ate a very  ornate  wreath,  enclosing  the  denomination  as  1/CENT. 
This  is  another  pattern  from  the  “story  era”  of  experimentation  at 
the  Mint — creating  patterns  for  what  they  should  have  been — pro- 
posals for  coinage,  experiments,  and  the  like.  Later,  beginning  in 
spring  1859,  the  emphasis  drifted  toward  creating  millings,  tantasies 
for  collectors,  restrikes  and  the  like — delightful  to  collect  today, 
but  straying  from  the  original  intent. 

PCGS  Population:  1 1 ; none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #011654 
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1854  Liberty  Head  J-160  Pattern  Cent 


!i844  1854  pattern  cent.  J-160,  P-187.  Rarity-4.  Proof-65  BN 

(NGC).  A pleasing  example  of  one  of  two  major  types  of  distinctive 
: motifs  created  in  1854  for  the  production  of  pattern  cents  (the  other 

is  the  Flying  Eagle  motif).  Depicted  here  is  the  standard  Liberty 
head  used  on  the  “large”  copper  cents,  but  in  smaller  diameter, 
and  without  stars.  The  portrait  is  spaced  fairly  well  in  the  die,  but 
the  overall  planchet  is  so  small  that  the  1854  date  logotype  seems 
overly  large.  The  reverse  is  with  a WTeath  and  inscriptions.  Examples 
of  J-160  w'ere  made  in  cjuantity,  no  doubt  to  the  extent  of  several 
hundred  or  more,  probably  for  distribution  to  congressmen  and 
others  of  influence. 

NGC  Census;  19;  9 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-66  RB  fin- 
est). 

PCGS  #011659 


Pleasing  1854  J-164  Cent 

Flying  Eagle  Motif 


845  1854  pattern  cent.  J-164,  P-189.  Rarity-5.  Original.  Proof-63 

I BN  (PCGS).  ironze.  Plain  edge.  Boldly  struck  with  many  of  the 

I eagle’s  feather  details  showing  a level  of  definition  almost  compa- 

rable with  that  seen  on  medals.  The  inference  is  that  the  Mint  used 
an  elevated  striking  pressure  to  achieve  an  outstanding  artistic  effect, 
j Both  surfaces  are  chocolate  brown  with  blue  and  violet  highlights. 

1 Traces  of  mint  brilliance  arc  visible  despite  the  BN  description  on 

' the  PCGS  label.  A very  nice  example  of  one  of  the  more  popular 

coins  of  the  era.  This  1854  Flying  Eagle  die  and  related  Liberty  heads 
; were  specifically  made  up  to  create  pattern  cents,  with  appropriate 

'j  designs — in  contrast  to  the  hasty  creation  of  the  dies  used  to  make 

'[  j-150  andJ-159.  The  obverse  depicts  an  eagle  flying  to  the  left,  by 

ij  Christian  Gobrecht,  but  never  used  on  regular  coinage.  Llowever, 

! this  particular  depiction  of  the  national  bird  was  used  on  varieties 

of  1 838-datcd  pattern  half  dollars.  Thirteen  stars  are  around,  and  the 
j date  1854  is  below.  Under  very  close  examination  it  will  be  seen 
j that  the  coin  is  double  struck,  indicating  that  it  received  two  blows 

of  the  press — the  intent  to  create  a sharp  specimen.  On  the  reverse 
I the  doubling  is  quite  prominent.  The  latter  side  depicts  a circular 

wreath  enclosing  the  denomination,  with  UNITED  STATES  OF 
I AMERICA  around. 

: PCGS  Population:  3;  10  finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  BN 

* finest). 

■ ' PCGS  #011678 


1 
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Curious  and  Important  J-186  Pattern  Cent 


(2x  photo) 

846  1857  pattern  cent.  J-186,  P-222.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-65  (PCGS). 

Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  Boldly  struck  with  most  design  features 
showing  full  definition  including  each  of  the  obverse  stars  and  the 
wreath  foliage.  Warmly  toned  in  a kaleidoscope  of  intermingled 
colors,  with  blues,  violets,  golds  and  greens  predominating.  This 
piece  and  all  others  like  it  were  struck  from  unpolished  dies,  and 
thus  the  attribution  of  Proof,  as  is  nearly  always  done,  is  a matter 
of  artistic/numismatic  license.  None  of  them  are  Proofs. 

This  is  another  entry  in  the  creation  of  a small-diameter  cent, 
one  of  the  last  of  a distinctive  design,  for  by  this  year  the  1856  Flying 
Eagle  cent  was  a reality  and  had  been  generally  selected.  Although 
the  timeline  is  not  clear,  we  do  know  that  the  1856  Flying  Eagle 
was  a favorite  by  February.  Perhaps  this  piece  was  created  injanuary 
when  the  jury  was  still  out. 

The  obverse  features  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  with  a coronet, 
similar  to  that  used  on  the  nickel  three-cent  piece  beginning 
in  1865.  Around  are  13  stars,  with  the  date  1857  in  a logotype 
punched  below,  close  by  the  border.  As  this  was  a strict  pattern,  not 
a numismatic  delicacy,  the  die  is  unfinished  and  shows  prominent 
striae  if  held  at  a certain  angle  to  the  light. 

The  reverse  is  the  quickly  made  die  encountered  earlier  under 
J-150.  This  pattern  is  particularly  important  as  the  design  is  very 
distinctive — a nice  alternative  to  the  other  pattern  cents  of  the 
late  1850s. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #011815 


847  1858  pattern  cent.  J-206,  P-242.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64  (PCGS). 

Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  A very  nice  example  of  the  variety, 
this  piece  combines  the  pattern  “Skinny  Eagle”  obverse  with  the 
standard  agricultural  wreath  on  the  reverse.  Although  classified  as  a 
Proof,  the  dies  for  this  particular  specimen  were  not  given  a mirror 
finish. 

The  obverse  depicts  a small  flying  eagle,  somewhat  delicate 
compared  to  the  regular  version,  an  effort  hy  James  B.  Longacre 
to  create  a bird  that  would  strike  up  better.  The  standard  version 
was  too  prominent,  and  opposite  in  the  dies  from  the  central  part 
of  the  reverse  wreath,  striking  problents  were  caused  when  metal 
could  not  effectively  fill  both  sides.  Around  the  obverse  border  ot 
this  pattern  is  the  inscription  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA, 
presumably  from  letter  punches  turnished  by  Anthony  C.  Paquet. 
The  date  1858  is  below.  The  reverse,  as  noted,  is  also  a regular 
issue  and  most  certainly  is  not  a Proof  die.  The  details  arc  needle 
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slurp  on  both  sides.  This  is  one  oL  the  nicest  examples  we  have 
ever  seen  ot  the  variety. 

PCCS  Population:  18;  3 tiner  (all  Proof-65). 

PCGS  #011877 

Attractive  1858  J-212  Pattern  Cent 

Indian  Head  Design 


848  1858  pattern  cent.  J-212,  P-256.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64  (PCGS). 

Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  An  attractive  example,  significantly 
above  average,  displaying  light  golden  toning  over  pristine  surfaces. 
Indian  Head  cents  of  1858  rarely  come  this  nice,  as  the  specialist 
knows  well.  The  obverse  details  are  needle  sharp,  exquisite.  The 
reverse  is  a pattern  die  with  an  ornamented  shield  at  the  top.  This 
was  considered  for  regular  coinage,  but  Mint  correspondence 
reveals  that  it  was  rejected  as  it  was  thought  to  resemble  a harp. 
The  present  die  pair  is  not  polished,  and  must  have  been  an  early 
impression  for  dies  that  were  given  a mirror  surface  later.  It  would 
be  interesting  to  study  a large  group  of  1858  patterns  together  in  one 
place,  and  conclude  the  order  in  which  different  dies  were  used  to 
strike  the  pieces.  Not  making  matters  any  easier  is  that  1858-dated 
patterns  became  a stock  in  trade  for  Director  James  Ross  Snowden 
and  others,  and  pieces  of  certain  varieties  were  minted  for  a few 
years  after  1858. 

PCGS  Population:  36;  8 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 

PCGS  #011895 

Choice  1859  Transitional  Cent 

Indian  Head/Oak  Wreath  Design 


849  1859  pattern  cent.  J-228,  P-272.  Rarity-1.  MS-64  (NGC). 

Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  A splendid  example,  with  much  mint 
frost.  A tiny  toning  area  is  on  the  neck  and  is  mentioned  for  accu- 
racy, and  a few  flecks  are  on  the  reverse.  Other  than  that,  the  piece 
is  considerably  finer  than  usually  seen.  The  striking  is  superb. 

This  is  one  of  the  most  important  of  all  pattern  Indian  cents, 
and  also  one  of  the  most  available.  The  obverse  features  the  regular 
Indian  Head  cent  of  the  year,  with  the  date  curved  along  the  dentils. 
The  reverse  is  the  style  regularly  adopted  in  1860  with  oak  wreath 
and  shield.  The  vast  majority  of  these  coins  exist  today  in  circulation 
strike  format.  It  is  thought  by  some  that  these  are  actually  regular 
issues,  made  late  in  the  year  1859.  In  fact,  the  18th  edition  of  the 
Standard  Catalogue  of  United  States  Coins  (the  last  one  issued) 
listed  these  under  regular  issues. 

In  the  small  cent  scries  there  are  five  transitional  patterns — coins 
of  an  adopted  design  but  made  a year  previous  to  the  regular  issue. 
The  first  and  by  far  the  most  plentiful,  as  well  as  the  most  expensive, 
is  the  1856  Flying  Eagle  cent.  All  of  this  fame,  glory,  and  price  is 


because  it  has  been  listed  among  regular  issues  in  the  Guide  Book  of 
United  States  Coins  and  other  publications.  The  second  is  the  1858 
Indian  cent  with  laurel  wreath  reverse,  every  bit  as  important  as  the 
1856  Flying  Eagle  cent,  but  not  well  publicized.  In  the  1850s  and 
early  1860s  this  was  a very  exciting  coin  to  the  numismatic  hobby, 
and  the  Mint  produced  enough  of  them  that  close  to  a half  dozen 
different  die  combinations  have  been  identified!  Next  in  line  is  the 
1859  transitional  Indian  cent  as  offered  in  this  lot. 

The  fourth  transitional  is  the  1863  bronze  cent  on  a thin  plan- 
chet.  These  were  made  to  test  the  new  metal  and  light  weight. 
The  fifth  and  final  transition  is  the  1863  bronze  cent  with  L on  the 
ribbon.  The  last  seems  to  have  been  a numismatic  delicacy,  not  a 
transitional  pattern  at  all,  and  made  in  later  times  for  the  numismatic 
trade.  Still,  circumstances  ofits  creation  notwithstanding,  today  it  is 
a highly  prized  rarity.  This  is  far  and  away  the  rarest  of  the  lot,  and 
examples  come  on  the  market  only  once  every  few  years. 

PCGS  #011932 

1863  Transitional  Indian  Cent 

Bronze,  Thin  Planchet 


850  1863  pattern  cent.  J-299,  P-359.  Rarity-3.  Proof-65  RB 

(PCGS)  . Bronze.  Plain  edge.  Here  is  another  important  transitional 
cent,  a splendid  coin,  superbly  struck,  and  toned  a mixture  of  red 
and  (mostly)  brown,  woodgrain  toning  so  liked  by  specialists.  Both 
dies  are  aligned  in  the  same  direction. 

These  were  made  in  fair  quantities,  to  the  extent  of  hundreds 
of  pieces,  but  today  are  usually  seen  in  Proof  format.  We  have  no 
particular  record  of  them  being  passed  out  in  quantity  to  con- 
gressmen or  others.  Likely,  relatively  few  were  distributed,  and 
most  went  into  the  numismatic  trade  where  they  were  carefully 
preserved,  as  here. 

PCGS  Population;  19;  1 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  RB). 

PCGS  #070454 

Seldom  Seen  1864  J-356  Pattern  Cent 

Unusual  Alloy  Combination 


851  1864  pattern  cent.  J-356,  P-426.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-64  (PCGS). 

Copper-tin.  Plain  edge.  An  attractive  light  yellow  example,  the 
result  of  the  alloy  which  in  the  Judd  reference  is  stated  as  90%  cop- 
per, 10%  tin.  The  actual  composition  is  likely  to  vary  somewhat 
if  the  piece  is  given  elemental  analysis — this  being  our  experience 
with  other  patterns  of  the  era.  The  striking  is  excellent,  and  the 
appearance  is  quite  fine.  The  dies  are  circulation  strike  format,  not 
Proof  Likely,  this  was  a real  pattern,  not  a collector’s  piece,  made 
to  test  the  feasibility  of  the  alloy. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  3 finer  (all  Proof-65). 

PCGS  #060524 


N 
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Spectacular  1865  Nickel  J-406  Pattern  Cent 


Pleasing  J-605  Pattern  Cent 

Nickel,  Plain  Edge 


{2x  plio(o) 

855  1868  pattern  cent.  J-608,  P-673.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64  CAM 

(PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  A lovely  example,  nicely  struck,  with 
brilliant  surfltces.  This  cent,  smaller  in  diameter  than  normal,  was 
part  of  a thought  to  standardize  minor  denominations,  cent  through 
nickel,  with  the  same  designs,  all  made  of  nickel  alloy.  The  mind 
behind  this  was  none  other  than  Joseph  Wharton,  who  exerted 
powerful  influences  on  the  Mint  during  this  era.  A fair  number  of 
these  were  struck,  yielding  a pattern  that  is  readily  collectible  today. 
The  present  coin  has  especially  nice  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #060820 


1866  Indian  Cent  in  Nickel 

Spectacular  Off-Metal  Striking 


852  1865  pattern  cent.  J-406,  P-475.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-65  (PCGS). 

Nickel.  Plain  edge.  Plain  5 in  date.  A splendid  piece,  one  ot  the  nic- 
est we  have  handled.  Sharply  struck  and  very  attracrive.  Light  silver- 
nickel  surfaces.  A few  tiny  flecks  are  normal.  This  is  a spectacular 
pattern,  a startling  coin  to  the  eye.  The  number  of  such  coins  made 
is  not  known,  but  likely  it  was  only  a few  dozen.  Today,  examples 
are  rare,  and  when  seen  they  are  not  usually  as  nice  as  this.  The 
dies  are  circulation  strike  dies,  not  Proof,  for  the  record.  Repunched 
18,  5 repunched  at  top. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  3 finer  within  the  designation  (all  Proof-66). 

The  early  catalogues  ot  |.W.  Scott  and  Company  advertised  these  for 
sale  among  regular  issues,  not  noting  them  as  patterns.  Whether  Scott  had 
any  in  inventory  cannot  be  determined,  as  his  habit  was  to  list  anything  and 
everything  in  his  catalogues,  stating  that  this  is  the  price  he  would  charge  if 
he  had  such  a coin  on  hand.  For  the  specialist  in  Indian  Head  cents,  this  will 
make  a dynamic  addition  to  a fine  collection — an  ideal  “story  coin.” 

PCGS  #060583 


853 


(2x  photo) 


(2x  photo) 


854  1868  pattern  cent.  J-605,  P-670.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64  (NGC). 

Nickel.  Plain  edge.  A splendid  example  of  this  issue,  the  present 
piece  is  brilliant  and  attractive.  The  strike  is  not  needle  sharp  but 
is  better  than  typically  seen  on  j-605.  This  was  part  of  the  notion 
of  creating  the  minor  coinage  from  the  cent  to  the  five  cents  with 
a related  motif 

Although  this  specimen  is  graded  Proof-64,  the  dies  are  not 
completely  polished,  and  the  obverse,  being  an  early  impression, 
shows  prominent  vertical  striae  when  viewed  under  magnification. 
The  grade  seems  to  be  a bit  conservative.  Form  your  own  opinion 
when  examining  the  coin. 

NGC  Census:  2;  5 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-67  Cameo 
finest). 

PCGS  #060817 


(2x  photo) 


1866  pattern  cent.  J-456,  P-531.  Rarity-7+.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Nickel.  Plain  edge.  A lovely  specimen  struck  from  regular  (not 
Proof)  dies  in  nickel  alloy.  The  coin  is  superb  in  its  appearance,  bril- 
liant and  lustrous  with  just  a hint  of  toning.  There  is  some  lightness 
of  strike  on  the  right  side  of  the  obverse  due  to  the  unaccustomed 
hardness  of  the  nickel  metal  when  used  in  a press  set  up  to  strike 
bronze  coins. 

While  this  piece  is  listed  as  a pattern,  it  is  more  properly  a nu- 
mismatic delicacy.  The  idea  of  having  showpieces  in  the  form  ot 
copper-nickel  and  nickel  alloy  Indian  cents  after  1864  (when  the 
regular  alloy  was  bronze),  was  very  appealing.  The  pattern  specialist 
will  find  this  to  be  an  exciting  offering,  but  we  imagine  that  when 
the  auctioneer’s  gavel  comes  down  the  winner  will  be  a specialist 
in  regular  issue  Indian  cents  who  would  like  something  very  special 
to  add  to  his  or  her  collection. 

PCGS  #159788 
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Important  1896  J-1768  Pattern  Cent 


856  1896  pattern  cent.  J-1768,  P-1983.  Rarity-5.  Proof-66  RB 

(NGC).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  A very  attractive  piece,  not  cleaned 
or  tampered  with.  The  surfaces  are  a mixture  of  mint  orange  and 
brown.  The  striking  is  excellent,  and,  unlike  quite  a few  other 
patterns  of  this  date  (both  one-cent  and  five-cent  pieces)  the  coin 
is  problem  free. 

The  obverse  depicts  a shield,  with  crossed  staffs  behind,  one 
with  a Liberty  cap  and  the  other  with  an  eagle.  A ribbon  inscribed 
LIBERTY  is  across  the  shield.  Stars  are  to  the  left  and  right,  the 
date  is  below,  and  the  motto  is  above. 

The  reverse  is  utilitarian  and  shows  a nearly  closed  wreath  of 
olive  leaves,  with  inscriptions  within  and  without.  The  beaded 
border  on  both  sides  adds  a nice  touch.  Detailed  information  con- 
cerning the  why  and  wherefore  of  the  1896  patterns  can  be  found 
in  the  Judd  book,  so  we  will  not  delineate  it  here.  This  is  the  last 
collectible  date  among  pattern  one-cent  pieces. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #072222 

Exciting  Fraser  1911  Indian  Head  “Cent” 

Trial  Piece  from  the  Artist’s  Workshop 


857  1911  Indian  Head  “cent”  pattern  electrotype  trial.  Copper- 

painted  white  metal,  uniface.  J-C1911-1,  P-5150.  Rarity-8. 
As  made.  46.3  grains,  18.6  x 19.1mm.  A fascinating  specimen  from 
the  studio  ofjames  Earle  Fraser,  produced  in  191 1 and  described  in 
contemporary  letters  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Treasury.  Light  brown 
and  gray  with  some  lustrous  copper  undertones  on  the  obverse, 
bright  nickel  gray  on  the  blank  reverse.  This  piece  was  produced 
in  a soft  “type”  metal,  then  painted  on  the  obverse  with  a copper- 
colored  paint  to  make  it  easier  to  photograph  and  view.  The  obverse 
shows  the  now  familiar  Fraser  Indian  head  design  filling  nearly  the 
entire  surface,  with  a crude  “1911”  date  under  his  chin  and  heav- 
ily textured  fields.  A little  spot  of  corrosion  is  present  under  the 
Indian’s  feather.  Seeing  this  iconic  design  in  such  a diminutive  form 
is  visually  interesting,  but  seeing  it  on  a trial  made  by  the  sculptor 
himself  makes  this  a unique  piece  of  history. 

In  191 1,  James  Earle  Fraser  was  first  approached  about  re-de- 
signing the  nickel.  In  the  spring  of  191 1 , he  was  asked  to  accomplish 
a Lincoln  portrait  (see  Lot  878),  but  by  September  of  the  same  year 
Fraser  had  composed  the  Indian  head  design  that  would  become 
his  most  recognizable  work.  I le  wrote  to  Secretary  of  the  Treasury 


Franklin  MaeVeigh  (quoted  in  Taxay,  U.S.  Mint  and  Coinage,  p. 
342)  on  September  19  about  the  precise  piece  offered  here: 

“Although  I realize  that  no  definite  commission  has  been  given 
me  in  regard  to  the  designs  for  the  new  coins,  1 have  become  so 
much  interested  m the  sketches  that  1 have  pushed  them  a little 
further  and  now  they  are  in  the  shape  of  electrotypes  which  I 
should  like  to  submit  for  your  consideration.  Of  course,  this  means 
that  they  are  still  merely  sketches  and  not  finished  products,  but  I 
have  had  them  reduced  and  made  into  their  present  form  for  the 
purpose  of  showing  exactly  what  I would  wish  done,  provided  I 
furnished  them. 

“At  present,  they  are  the  size  of  the  penny  but  they  could  eas- 
ily be  enlarged  to  any  size  desired.  The  idea  of  the  Indian  and  the 
buffalo  on  the  same  coin  is  without  doubt,  purely  American  and 
seems  to  be  singularly  appropriate  to  have  on  our  national  coins. ... 
Therefore,  1 should  like  to  ask  whether  or  not  you  would  consider 
placing  these  designs  on  the  new  model.” 

Later  conversation  would  revolve  around  this  obverse’s  lack 
of  legends,  and  in  1912  Fraser  would  reduce  the  portrait  further 
to  make  room  for  some  inscription  around  the  Indian’s  head.  By 
December  of  that  year,  patterns  were  being  struck  at  the  Mint  in 
preparation  for  a release  in  early  1913. 

The  letter  from  Fraser  to  MaeVeigh  sums  up  this  trial  piece 
elegantly.  It  is  a reduction  from  Fraser’s  own  plaster  model,  simply 
the  output  from  placing  the  model  in  a reducing  machine  and  then 
electrotyping  it  to  make  it  solid  metal.  It  is,  thus,  the  first  metal- 
lic representation  of  this  design  and  the  numismatic  pattern  least 
removed  from  the  sculptural  process  of  America’s  most  sculpted 
coin.  This  may  have  been  the  exact  specimen  sent  to  MaeVeigh; 
today  all  authorities  including  the  Judd  book  and  uspatterns.com 
consider  it  unique.  We  cannot  imagine  a more  historic  way  to  begin 
an  advanced  collection  of  Indian  Head  nickels  or  a finer  inclusion 
in  a pattern  collection  dedicated  to  design  history. 

Offerings  from  the  Fraser  estate  were  included  in  the  October  1980 
Joseph  Lepezyk  sale,  including  several  of  the  original  plaster  casts  from 
Fraser’s  studio.  A few  pieces  similar  to  this  were  produced  with  a 1912 
date  and  the  usual  obverse  inscriptions,  offered  in  the  1981  ANA  sale  and 
likewise  from  the  Fraser  estate. 

From  the  estate  ofjames  Earle  Fraser;  Bomers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the 
Milton  Cohen  Collection,  January  1985,  Lot  507. 

1863  J-312  Pattern  Two-Cent  Piece 

GOD  OUR  TRUST 


858  1863  pattern  two  cents.  J-312,  P-377.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64 

RB  (PCGS).  Bronze.  Plain  edge.  A well  struck  example  ot  an 
important  pattern  is.sue — with  the  experimental  motto  GOD  OUR 
TRUST  on  the  ribbon,  one  of  several  proposals  before  IN  GOD 
WE  TRUST  was  finally  adopted  in  1864.  The  striking  is  excellent 
on  both  sides  of  the  coin.  The  color  is  a mixture  ot  red  and  browai 
with  some  .splashes  of  iridescence. 

PCGS  #070467 
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860  1868  pattern  two  cents.  J-614,  P-679.  Rarity-7-.  Proof- 

63  (NGC).  Aluminum,  iron,  and  silicon.  Plain  edge.  A lovely 
specimen,  struck  in  aluminum  by  using  regular  Proof  dies  of  the 
year.  Although  some  of  these  may  have  been  made  as  numismatic 
delicacies,  aluminum  Proof  sets  of  this  particular  year  were  entered 
on  mint  records  and  were  openly  distributed — the  only  patterns  of 
this  era  for  which  a later  Mint  director,  James  Kimball,  could  find 
information  when  he  sought  to  make  an  inquiry  in  1887.  While 
some  pieces  may  have  been  distributed  singly,  full  sets  in  aluminum 
from  the  cent  to  the  double  eagle  were  made. 


Rare  1865  J-409  Pattern  Two  Cents 

With  Detailed  Analysis 


The  present  piece  has  been  subjected  to  nondestructive  el- 
emental analysis,  revealing  the  contents  to  be  94.2%  aluminum, 
4.1%  iron,  and  1.5%  silicon.  Again  we  note  that  such  analyses,  if 
made  across  a wide  number  of  patterns,  would  probably  contribute 
much  to  our  knowledge  today.  A copy  of  the  analysis  is  available 
to  the  buyer. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; 2 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-65  Cameo 
finest). 

I’CGS  #060826 


i 859 


1865  pattern  two  cents.  J-409,  P-478.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-63 
(NGC).  Copper-nickel.  Plain  edge.  Plain  5 in  date.  The  coin  of- 
fered here  is  rare  and  quite  interesting,  a copper  nickel  striking  of  a 
two-cent  piece,  regular  (not  Proof)  dies,  but  in  copper  nickel.  Pale 
orange  with  some  hints  of  brown.  The  purchaser  acquired  it  from 
the  Stack’s  .sale  of  March  16,  2005,  Lot  526,  and  sent  it  for  analysis 
to  S&N  Labs  in  Santa  Ana,  California.  It  was  nondestructibly  tested 
and  found  to  be  88  parts  copper,  12  parts  nickel,  and  0.2  trace  of 
sulfur.  A copy  of  the  report  is  included  with  the  coin. 

Today,  there  are  many  patterns  that  have  not  been  tested  as  to 
metal  content,  and  while  we  might  guess  they  are  in  “copper  nickel” 
or  some  other  alloy,  we  have  no  way  of  knowing.  Occasionally 
some  items  are  tested,  such  as  David  Cassel’s  extensive  studies  of 
Postage  Currency  pattern  coins,  revealing  a diverse  mix  of  metals, 
sometimes  not  what  one  expects. 

NGC  Census:  3;  2 finer  (Proof-65  finest). 

PCGS  #060588 

1868  J-614  Pattern  Two  Cents 

Struck  in  Aluminum 


(2x  photo) 


862  1875  pattern  nickel  three-cents.  J-1385,  P-1529.  Rarity-7+. 

Proof-64  RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Avery  nice  example 
with  red  and  brown  surficcs,  mostly  mint  orange,  fading  to  brown, 
and  with  a few  darker  toning  areas.  The  striking  is  excellent,  and 
the  overall  appearance  is  quite  fine.  This  is  another  numismatic 
delicacy — what  fun  it  was  to  have  an  1875  Proof  set  struck  in 
copper!  Today,  examples  of  copper  strikings  of  the  1875  Proofs  arc 
very  seldom  offered  for  sale.  It  is  likely  that  years  will  pass  before  we 
have  a chance  to  present  another. 

ITIGS  #071692 


1869  J-676  Pattern  Three  Cents 


861  1869  pattern  three  cents.  J-676,  P-753.  Rarity-4.  Proof-63 

(PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  A lovely  example  with  silver  gray 
surftces.  The  style  is  similar  in  concept  to  the  regular  issue,  but 
on  a larger  diameter  planchet.  The  exact  purpose  of  creating  this 
pattern  is  not  clear.  This  is  another  piece  that  lends  interest  to  the 
nickel  three-cent  pattern  series. 

PCGS  #060901 

Proof  1875  Nickel  Three  Cents 

In  Copper,  J-1385 


4ER1CAN  Numismatic  Rarities 


17s 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


Important  1866  J-497  Pattern  Nickel 

Shield  Design  in  Nickel  Alloy 


Amlrr'an  Numismahc  Rarh’i 


1866  J-462  Pattern  Five  Cents 
Washington  Motif 


probably  struck  after  1866.  Examples  struck  in  nickel  alloy  have 
slightly  different  details  in  the  lower  areas,  particularly  at  the  left 
of  the  shield  curve  above  the  leftmost  arrow  feather — the  details  of 
which  will  be  given  in  Dave  Bowers’  forthcoming  Whitman  text, 
The  Official  Red  Book  of  Shield  and  Liberty  Head  Nickels.  The  reverse 
is  a pattern  motif  known  as  the  Dutch  five,  one  of  a number  of 
attractive  variations  for  the  year. 

NGC  Census:  1;  3 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-66  BN  fin- 
est). 

PCGS  #070687 


(2x  photo) 

866  1866  pattern  five  cents.  J-498,  P-584.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-65 

RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Similar  to  the  preceding,  and 
from  the  same  die  pair,  this  piece  is  struck  in  copper.  The  color  is 
a mixture  of  magenta,  blue,  and  brown.  Both  sides  are  well  strtick. 
and  the  appearance  is  outstanding. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #070694 


863  1866  pattern  five  cents.  J-462,  P-536.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64  BN 

(NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  The  year  1866  is  particularly  rich  in 
the  variety  of  nickel  five-cent  pieces  struck,  the  present  example  an 
impression  in  bronze.  Many  different  obverse  and  reverse  dies  were 
combined,  sometimes  logically  and  sometimes  not,  to  create  a series 
that  today  can  be  a specialty  in  itself  The  present  coin  is  well  struck 
with  attractive  brown  surfaces  and  some  hint  ot  iridescence. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer. 

Although  the  portrait  of  George  Washington  appears  on  several  differ- 
ent patterns  of  this  era  in  the  two-cent  and  five-cent  series,  it  was  not  until 
1932  that  his  image  appeared  on  a widely  circulating  Legal  Tender  coin,  the 
new  quarter  dollar.  Washington  had  been  used  on  such  commemoratives 
as  the  1900  Lafayette  doUar  and  the  1926  Sesquicentennial  half  dollar,  plus 
hundreds  of  different  tokens  and  medals.  The  portrait  used  here  and  most 
often  used  elsewhere  is  adapted  from  the  bust  ofjean  Antoine  Houdon,  who 
visited  Mount  Vernon  in  1785  at  the  invitation  of  the  Virginia  Legislature, 
and  took  a hfe  mask  from  Washington.  Probably  the  most  famous  numis- 
matic representation  from  this  portrait  is  that  done  by  noted  engraver  C.C. 
Wright.  It  is  not  clear  whether  the  punches  used  on  aU  Washington  pattern 
coins  ot  the  1860s  were  actually  created  within  the  Mint,  or  whether  one 
or  more  were  obtained  outside. 

PCGS  #060657 


Splendid  1866  J-490  Pattern  Five  Cents 

Shield  Obverse 


865  1866  pattern  five  cents.  J-497,  P-583.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-64 

(PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  An  attractive  example  of  light  nickel 
gray.  Sharply  struck.  Some  little  flecks  here  and  there. 

The  obverse  is  from  the  pattern  die  earlier  described,  with  the 
date  divided  as  18  66.  The  reverse  is  of  the  regular  Shield  variety, 
the  hand-made  die  with  a center  dot  and  with  the  upper  left  of  the 
numeral  5 slightly  double  punched.  This  die  was  used  to  make 
regular  issue  Proofs  in  1866. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (Proof-65). 

PCGS  #060693 


Rare  1866  J-498  Pattern  Nickel 

Shield  Motif 


(2x  photo) 


864  1866  pattern  five  cents.  J-490,  P-578.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64 

RB  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  A splendid  specimen  of  this  at- 
tractive and  rare  pattern,  displaying  brown  and  blue  surfaces  with 
some  mint  red.  The  obverse  is  of  the  Shield  nickel  motif  adopted 
this  year,  but  differently  arranged.  The  central  design  is  moved 
slightly  down  on  this  coin,  with  the  result  that  there  is  not  enough 
room  for  the  date  below  the  ball,  and  it  is  divided  as  18  66.  This  is 
from  a second  state  or  slightly  relapped  version  ot  this  die  and  was 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


Attractive  1867  J-566  Liberty  Head  Pattern  Nickel 

Finest  PCGS  Mint  State 


j867  1867  pattern  five  cents.  J-566,  P-627.  Rarity-6-.  MS-64 

i (PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  A pleasing  example  of  a nickel  fivc- 

I cent  pattern  from  the  year  1867,  also  a year  with  many  varieties, 

although  not  coming  up  to  the  high  watermark  of  1866.  The  pres- 
ent is  one  of  two  similar  dies,  differing  slightly  in  the  arrangement 
of  elements,  featuring  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty  on  the  obverse, 
adapted  from  that  used  on  the  contemporary  nickel  three-cent 
piece.  The  reverse  has  the  denomination  5/C"ENTS  within  a wide 
and  elegant  wreath.  The  motto  IN  GCTD  WE  TRUST  is  in  tiny 
letters  near  the  top  border. 

The  surface  is  a lustrous  silver  with  some  splashes  of  gold.  A tew 
trivial  flecks  are  seen  on  the  reverse.  A nice  example  of  one  of  the 
more  affordable  varieties  in  this  grade.  In  fact,  it  might  be  beyond 
nice,  as  it  is  the  only  MS-64  coin  graded  by  PCGS  (congratulations 
to  PCGS  for  not  calling  it  a Proof),  with  no  others  at  this  level. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #070776 

Splendid  1867J-570  Pattern  5^ 

Liberty  Head 


868  1867  pattern  five  cents.  J-570,  P-638.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64 

(PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  An  attractive  pattern,  a variety  of 
the  Liberty  Head  series  similar  to  the  nickel  three-cent  piece,  but 
here  distinctly  different,  most  notably  by  the  presence  of  a large 
five-pointed  star  in  the  coronet.  The  reverse  has  a wide  wreath, 
ornate,  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  in  tiny  letters  at  the  top  border. 
The  denomination  is  expressed  as  5/CENTS,  with  the  letters  of 
the  latter  word  arranged  in  a gentle  curve. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  5 finer  (both  Proof-65). 

PCGS  #060780 


Proof  1867  Nickel  in  Copper 
J-573,  Without  Rays 


(2x  photo) 


869  1867  pattern  five  cents.  J-573,  P-649.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-64  BN 

(PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  A lovely  example  of  this  somewhat 
scarce  issue.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  struck  from  regular  Proof 
dies,  the  pattern  die  used  very  early  in  1867  to  strike  Without  Rays 
nickels  in  nickel  alloy  and,  apparently,  a few  copper  pieces.  The 
distinctive  feature  is  a star  on  the  reverse  pointing  to  the  center  of 
the  first  A (AMERICA).  This  die,  believed  to  have  been  made  by 
hand,  was  used  for  just  a short  time.  The  pattern  enthusiast  will 
appreciate  the  opportunity,  and  anyone  interested  in  regular  issue 
Shield  nickels  may  wish  to  take  note  as  well. 

PCGS  #060783 


1867  J-573A  Pattern  Nickel 

Copper 


(2x  photo) 


870  1867  pattern  five  cents.  J-573A,  P-647.  Rarity-8.  Proof-63 

BN  (NGC).  C lopper.  Plain  edge.  A nice  specimen  of  one  of  the 
pattern  nickel  varieties  of  this  year.  The  obverse  uses  the  regular 
die  employed  to  strike  Proofs,  while  the  reverse  is  a pattern  version 
with  the  large  number  5 and  the  word  CENTS  below  it  in  a straight 
line. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #060783 
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Gem  1868  J-624  Pattern  Nickel  50 


871  1868  pattern  five  cents.  J-624,  P-693.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-65 

(PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  A splendid  specimen — one  of  the 
nicest  seen  of  one  of  the  more  curious  varieties  of  the  era.  The 
striking  is  on  an  exceptionally  wide  planchet  with  hroad  rims, 
not  a proposal  for  changing  the  diameter  of  circulating  coins,  but 
probably  struck  as  an  oddity.  The  story  is  unknown,  but  quite  a 
few  were  made,  with  the  result  that  examples  are  readily  obtained 
today,  but  not  usually  with  the  eye  appeal  of  the  present  piece.  Both 
obverse  and  reverse  are  bright  silver  with  champagne  toning.  The 
striking  is  light  at  the  centers.  This  is  a very  early  impression  from 
the  dies,  with  prominent  striae  being  visible  under  magnification 
on  both  sides.  On  the  obverse  the  striae  run  slightly  downward  in 
an  angle  from  left  to  right,  not  as  much  toward  the  vertical  as  nor- 
mally seen  on  dies  of  this  era.  The  reverse  is  more  standard,  and  has 
the  striae  more  or  less  oriented  toward  about  30°  clockwise  of  the 
top.  Increasingly,  the  study  and  appreciation  of  die  characteristics 
is  spreading  across  numismatics.  There  are  many  fields — and  pat- 
terns is  one  of  them — in  which  research  is  in  its  beginning  stages, 
mostly  a product  of  the  past  decade  or  so.  There  are  many  things  to 
be  discovered.  In  time,  as  notes  of  die  characteristics  and  die  states 
are  kept,  it  will  be  possible  to  finesse  some  of  the  order  of  striking 
of  these  pieces. 

PCGS  Population;  8;  1 finer  (Proof-66). 

From  Bowers  and  Merena's  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliasher^,  Sr.  Collec- 
tion, May  1996,  Lot  176. 

PCGS  #060841 


872 


Pleasing  J-633  Pattern  Five  Cents 


1868  pattern  five  cents.  J-633,  P-704.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64 
(PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  An  attractive  example  of  the  1868 
pattern  nickel  five-cent  piece,  struck  in  nickel  alloy,  featuring  the 
Liberty  head  with  a star  in  the  coronet.  The  reverse  shows  the  Ro- 
man numeral  V prominent  within  an  ornate  wreath.  At  the  top  IN 
(f(  )I)  WH  TRUST  appears  on  a folded  ribbon,  enclosing  a Maltese 


cross.  A nice  strike,  quite  well  detailed,  from  a die  pair  that  was  not 
fully  polished  (this  being  characteristic  of  all  examples  ofJ-633). 

The  grading  of  pattern  coins  of  this  era  is  very  subjective, 
opinions  can  differ  widely,  and  such  aspects  as  die  striae,  striking 
sharpness,  and  the  like,  seem  to  influence  the  numbers  assigned.  In 
our  opinion,  the  present  piece  is  a bit  nicer  than  Proof-64. 

PCGS  #060851 

1868  J-636  Shield  Nickel  in  Aluminum 


873  1868  pattern  five  cents.  J-636,  P-708.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-63 

(PCGS).  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  A lovely  specimen  of  what  may 
have  been  part  of  an  1868  aluminum  cent  to  double  eagle  Proof  set 
at  one  time.  The  striking  is  from  regular  Proof  dies  to  make  Shield 
nickels  of  this  year,  but  on  an  aluminum  planchet.  The  issue  is  at 
once  rare  and  startling  to  observe.  This  will  be  a fine  addition  to  a 
specialized  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  2 finer  (both  Proof-64). 

For  the  record  (Shield  nickel  specialists  take  note)  the  Proof  obverse  die 
has  a prominent  raised  line  from  the  inside  second  highest  lower  leaf  on  the 
left,  through  the  edge  of  the  circular  ornament,  extending  diagonally  down 
through  the  first  white  stripes.  In  the  three  rightmost  vertical  white  stripes 
there  are  diagonal  die  lines,  extending  from  lower  left  to  upper  right,  on 
about  a 45°  angle.  The  date  is  punched  close  to  the  ball,  with  the  two  central 
figures  nearly  touching  it. 

PCGS  #060854 


874 


1871 J-1050  Pattern  Five  Cents 
Liberty  Head  in  Nickel  Alloy 
Backward  V Variety 


1871  pattern  five  cents.  J-1050,  P-1184.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-64 
(PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  The  obverse  design  is  an  adaptation 
of  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  as  used  on  the  current  nickel  five-cent 
piece.  The  dies  are  very  basined  or  dished.  The  striking  it  excellent, 
no  doubt  helped  by  the  basining.  The  reverse  is  the  famous  variety 
with  backward  V,  within  a wreath.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  arc 
very  attractive  and  have  light  golden  toning  over  silver  surlaces.  We 
suggest  that  the  grading  might  be  conservative  and  that  this  could 
easily  be  called  Proof-65. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  5 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 

F'roni  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Louis  E.  Eliask'ur,  Sr.  Collec- 
tion, May  1996,  Lot  IHO. 

PCGS  #061309 


I7S 
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Popular  1871 J-1051  Pattern  Five  Cents 

Backward  V 


; 875  1871  pattern  five  cents.  J-1051,  P-1185.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-66 

BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  Warm  golden  brown  surfaces 
with  vivid  sky  blue  and  champagne  iridescent  highlights. This  is 
certainly  one  of  the  most  popular  and  interesting  of  all  the  variet- 
ies in  the  extensive  series  of  nickel  five-cent  pieces  beginning  in 
1866.  The  obverse  features  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  by  Lougacre, 
similar  to  that  found  on  the  contemporary  nickel  three-cent  piece, 
but  here  with  a cameo  appearance  as  it  is  so  small  in  relation  to  the 
large  field  around  it.  The  reverse  is  the  most  interesting  part,  and 
features  a backward  V punch,  shaded  heavily  on  the  right  side  and 
I not  the  left,  an  error. 

! The  V punch  is  a hub  punch  or  master  punch,  used  to  impress 

into  a block  of  steel  from  which  working  punches  could  be  used. 
The  employment  ot  this  punch  on  a coining  die  was  a mistake. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #061310 


1882  Liberty  Head  Nickel 

J-1691  in  Copper 


876  1882  pattern  five  cents.  J-1691,  P-1893.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-65 

BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  An  important  example  of  the  fa- 
mous 1882  Liberty  Head  nickel  pattern,  usually  seen  in  nickel  alloy 
as  j-169(),  and  highly  admired,  but  here  in  bronze,  and  even  rarer, 
j Both  sides  are  rich  brown  with  iridescent  overtones.  The  obverse 

! die  is  quite  similar  to  that  used  for  regular  circulating  coins  in  1 882. 

The  reverse  die  is  hand  made  and  is  distinguished  by  having  the 
S (PLURIBUS)  double  punched.  This  identical  die  was  struck  to 
create  regular  issue  Proofs  of  1883  (but  in  the  minority  in  1883). 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #062096 
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Rare  1882  J-1693  Pattern  Nickel 
Shield  Motif  without  Ball 
Solo  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


877  1882  pattern  five  cents.  J-1693,  P-1895.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65 

(PCGS).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  A splendid  specimen  of  this  curious 
issue,  the  present  piece  is  essentially  the  Shield  nickel  motif,  but  of 
different  proportions,  and  arranged  so  that  there  was  not  enough 
space  on  the  bottom  for  both  the  ball  and  the  date.  Accordingly,  the 
ball  is  absent.  The  reverse  is  the  same  as  standard  Proof  dies  of  this 
era,  with  a star  pointing  tojustleft  of  the  center  of  M (AMERICA). 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  very  attractive,  mirrorlike,  and  with 
light  silver  surfaces.  The  reason  for  creating  this  pattern  is  not  clear, 
except  that  in  1881  and  1882  consideration  was  given  to  eliminating 
the  Shield  design  and  replacing  it  with  another.  Perhaps  this  was 
thought  of  as  an  “improved  shield  design.” 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer. 

PCGS  #062098 

Fascinating  1911  Lincoln  Trial  by  Fraser 

“Your  Idea  of  the  Lincoln  Head  is  a Splendid  One” 


878  1911  Lincoln  “nickel”  pattern  electrotype  trial.  Copper- 

painted  white  metal,  uniface.  J-C1911-2,  P-5155.  Rarity-8. 
As  made.  69.5  grains,  21.5  mm.  A lustrous  metallic  pale  copper 
sheen  is  overlaid  on  the  silver-gray  metal  beneath  with  some  olive 
highlights.  Very  attractive,  well  made  and  sculpttmal  in  its  relief 
The  tiny  1911  date  is  behind  Lincoln’s  head,  while  LIBERTY, 
lacking  from  the  first  Indian  designs,  is  along  the  left  border.  The 
fields  are  textured,  and  the  profile  of  Lincoln  is  far  more  visually 
engrossing  than  that  found  on  the  Lincoln  cent.  This  piece,  while 
lotted  after  the  Indian  “cent”  design  in  our  sale  and  listed  second 
in  the  Judd  reference  among  the  Fraser  electrotrials,  was  actually 
conceived  first. 

The  method  of  production  and  history  of  this  piece  is  the  .same 
as  Lot  857,  though  this  trial  apparently  dates  from  the  summer  of 
1911.  Taxay  notes  that  it  was  May  1911  when  the  Treasury  De- 
partment began  to  consider  redesigning  the  nickel,  and  within  a 
month  Mint  Director  George  Roberts  corresponded  with  Fraser 
about  possible  designs.  Fraser's  reply  to  Roberts,  dated  June  13, 
19 1 1 , is  cited  by  Taxay: 

“1  think  your  idea  of  the  Lincoln  head  is  a splendid  one  and  I 
shall  be  very  glad  to  make  you  some  sketches  as  soon  as  possible 
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and  let  you  see  them.  I think  they  should  be  reduced  to  the  actual 
size  of  the  coin;  otherwise  we  will  not  be  really  able  to  judge  them, 
even  in  the  sketch  period.  1 will  have  that  done  here,  where  1 can 
watch  the  process.” 

The  present  lot  is  the  reduced  “sketch”  Fraser  mentioned,  like 
the  previous  piece  an  electrotype  copy  of  the  reduction  from  plaster 
made  on  the  reducing  lathe  in  his  studio.  It  is  apparently  the  only 
surviving  trial  from  the  non-starting  Lincoln  design,  doomed  both 
by  the  presence  of  a Lincoln  cent  and  Fraser’s  own  desire  to  try 
an  Indian  and  Buffalo  motif  While  Pollock  lists  two  varieties,  we 
believe  these  may  actually  both  be  this  specimen,  with  the  photo- 
graphs of  indifferent  quality  during  one  of  its  two  offerings.  This 
Judd  number  is  described  by  uspattems.com  as  unique.  Reunited  with 
Lot  857,  also  from  Fraser’s  lathe  and,  later,  his  estate,  we  would  be 
delighted  to  see  both  enter  the  same  advanced  cabinet. 

The  weight  pubhshed  in  the  1981  ANA  sale  was  apparendy  a typo,  as 
this  is  the  same  piece. 

From  the  estate  of  James  Earle  Fraser;  Bowers  and  Ruddy’s  1981  ANA 
Sale, July  1981,  Lot  2423;  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Milton  Cohen 
Collection,  fanuary  1985,  Lot  506. 


Popular  1860  “Transitional  Pattern”  Half  Dime 

Judd-267,  Rarity-4 


(2x  photo) 


879 


1860  pattern  half  dime.  J-267,  P-315.  Rarity-4.  Transitional. 
MS-62  (PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Medium  slate  gray  wnth 
richly  imbued  gunmctal-blue  toning  highlights.  Somewhat  reflec- 
tive in  the  fields.  A popular  “transitional”  half  dime  that  was  struck 
while  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  was  being  moved  from 
the  reverse  of  the  design  type  to  the  obverse;  in  effect,  the  present 
coin  is  a “coin  without  a country.”  Interestingly,  the  obverse  of 
the  present  half  dime  is  apparently  from  the  1859  obverse  designed 
by  Anthony  Paquet,  with  taller,  more  stately  Liberty  and  hollow- 
center  stars  present.  A popular  pattern  issue  that  has  been  avidly 
collected  by  mainstream  half  dime  specialists  almost  since  the  dawn 
of  organized  numismatics  in  this  country. 

From  the  Fro^  Run  Farm  Collection. 

PCGS  #004373 


1868  J-639  Pattern  Half  Dime  in  Aluminum 


(2x  photo) 


880  1868  pattern  half  dime.  J-639,  P-711.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-63 

(PCGS).  Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  Struck  in  aluminum  from 


regular  Proof  dies,  this  1 868  half  dime  will  be  a prime  attraction  and 
add-on  to  a regular  set  in  the  series.  In  this  year  all  denominations 
from  the  cent  through  the  double  eagle  were  struck  in  aluminum, 
from  Proof  dies,  and  sold  as  a set.  Likely  some  individual  pieces 
were  sold  as  well.  The  present  sale  offers  opportunities  to  bid  on 
several  of  these.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  choice  and  attractive. 
Overall  the  coin  is  of  high  quality  and  very  desirable. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  3 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 

PCGS  #060857 


1870  J-811  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dime  by  Barber 

Finest  NGC  Grade 


(2x  photo) 


881  1870  pattern  half  dime.  J-811,  P-899.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65 

BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  The  obverse  of  this  design 
is  William  Barber’s  version  of  a Liberty  Seated  motif,  perhaps  to 
replace  Gobrecht’s  version  currently  in  circulation.  However,  it 
was  probably  viewed  as  being  rather  clumsy.  In  any  event  it  was 
never  used  beyond  pattern  form,  although  as  a pattern  motif  it  was 
employed  across  various  silver  denominations.  The  reverse  is  of  the 
Standard  silver  style,  with  5/CENTS  within  a particularly  ornate 
wreath.  None  has  been  graded  finer  by  NGC. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #061055 


Beautiful  1871  Indian  Princess  Half  Dime 

J-1069  in  Copper 


(2x  photo) 


882 


1871  pattern  half  dime.  J-1069,  P-1205.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64 
RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A bcautifiil  example  ofjames 
B.  Longacre’s  Indian  Princess  design,  posthumous,  and  dated  1871. 
Liberty  Seated  is  in  the  form  of  a princess  on  the  obverse,  with  stars 
around  and  the  date  below.  The  reverse  is  from  the  regular  hall 
dime  die.  A splendid  coin  with  mixed  hues  of  brown  and  orange. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  4 finer  within  any  designation  (Proot-65  RB 
finest). 

PCGS  #071328 
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1871  Proof  Half  Dime  in  Aluminum 

T-1072 


883  1871  pattern  half  dime.  J-1072,  P-1208.  Rarity-8.  Proof-65 

CAM  (PCGS).  Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  Another  exceedingly 
rare,  very  beautiful,  and  quite  fascinating  coin — an  1871  half  dime 
struck  from  regular-issue  Proof  dies  but  in  aluminum  metal,  as  a 
numismatic  delicacy.  Apparently  just  a few  were  struck,  for  today 
they  are  as  rare  as  can  be.  Likely  your  successful  bid  on  this  lot  will 
determine  whether  you  ever  get  one!  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are 
well  struck  and  brilliant. 

PCGS  #861331 


1863  Postage  Currency  Pattern 

J-327  in  Aluminum 


884  1863  pattern  ten  cents.  J-327,  P-397.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-64 

(NGC).  Aluminum.  Plain  edge.  Pleasing  light  aluminum  gray. 
An  attractive  example  within  the  grade  range,  with  just  one  higher 
graded  by  NGC.  This  is  one  of  the  most  interesting  pattern  issues 
for  the  era.  The  obverse  has  a shield  and  the  inscription  EX- 
CHANGED FOR/U.S.  NOTES.  The  reverse  bears  an'inscription 
including  POSTAGE  CU1ULENCY/TEN/CENTS/1863/ACT 
JULY  1862. 

The  Act  ofjuly  1862  provided  for  paper  money  notes  of  small 
denominations,  bearing  the  designs  of  current  postage  stamps,  and 
designated  as  Postage  Currency.  These  were  released  into  circula- 
tion beginning  in  August,  and  were  soon  used  widely  in  commerce, 
helping  to  ease  the  severe  shortage  of  minor  coins  that  had  crippled 
trade  since  the  first  week  ofjuly.  However,  the  Postage  Currency 
notes  soon  became  tattered,  and  it  was  desired  to  redeem  them. 
They  were  supplemented  with  other  issues,  designated  as  Fractional 
Currency,  but  these  too  were  disliked.  In  1863  patterns  were  made 
to  create  a coin  of  low  intrinsic  value  that  could  be  exchanged  for 
Postage  Currency  and  then  used  in  commerce.  The  idea  never  saw 
reality.  Restrikes  and  other  varieties  were  soon  made  for  collectors. 
David  Cassel  has  specialized  in  the  different  variations  of  this  die 
combination,  including  varying  metallic  compositions,  and  has  been 
a contributor  to  the  United  States  Patterns  by  Dr.  J.  Hewitt  Judd, 
now  in  its  ninth  edition,  which  includes  many  further  details. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  (Proof-66). 

I’CGS  #060486 


Rare  1866  J-534  Dime 

Regular  Dies  in  Nickel 


885  1866  pattern  ten  cents.  J-534,  P-599.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-64 

(PCGS).  Nickel.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid  example,  one  of  few 
we  have  seen  or  handled.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  from  regular 
Proof  dies  of  the  year.  Under  magnification  some  slight  planchet 
flaking  can  be  seen.  The  striking  details  are  exquisite.  Off-metal 
strikes  of  silver  denominations  are  highly  desired,  but  for  this  era 
are  typically  encountered  in  copper,  less  so  in  aluminum,  and  hardly 
ever  in  nickel  alloy,  as  here.  A find  for  the  pattern  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #060732 

Famous  1868  “Cent  Format”  Pattern  Ten  Cents 


886  1868  pattern  ten  cents.  J-647,  P-720.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-62 

(NGC).  Nickel.  Plain  edge.  A splendid  example  of  this  famous 
and  popular  issue,  with  the  obverse  die  struck  from  a die  made 
up  to  copy  the  Braided  Head  cent  motif  of  the  184()s  and  1850s, 
discontinued  in  1857.  In  its  most  spectacular  combination  the  die 
is  combined  with  a reverse  inscribed  ONE  CENT  and  struck  in 
bronze.  The  present  piece  is  graded  Proof-62,  but  perhaps  should 
not  be,  as  the  obverse  die  shows  striae  from  finishing,  which  arc 
different  from  hairlines  from  cleaning.  As  opinions  could  be  divided 
on  this,  the  best  thing  is  to  examine  the  coin  before  the  sale  takes 
place. 

If  you  are  a specialist  in  ten-cent  patterns,  this  is  the  great  “tro- 
phy coin”  in  the  entire  pattern  series  of  that  denomination — the 
only  one  of  this  size  and  appearance. 

NGC  Census:  1;  9 finer  (Proof-66  finest). 

PCGS  #060865 
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Pleasing  1869  J-702  Pattern  100 

Standard  Silver 


887  1869  pattern  ten  cents.  J-702,  P-781.  Rarity-5.  Proof-63 

(PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  An  attractive  example  of  this  issue, 
the  present  piece  has  mirror  surfaces  splashed  with  hints  of  gold. 
The  obverse  die  has  many  tiny  evidences  of  rust,  a very  interesting 
situation,  and  one  which  may  have  prompted  the  grader  to  call  it  a 
notch  less  than  we  would.  To  our  eyes  this  is  clearly  a Proof-64.  It 
would  be  interesting  to  have  information  on  the  die  characteristics 
of  the  obverse  of  other  strikings  of  this  combination  (in  all  metals 
and  edges).  For  identification,  the  present  piece  has  raised  dots  over 
the  field  and  on  the  neck,  none  more  prominent  than  the  others. 
Likely  the  die  was  made,  rusted,  and  then  not  relapped.  The  rusting 
is  quite  light,  and  most  would  not  notice  it  except  under  magnifica- 
tion. This  particular  die,  which  was  probably  one  of  a kind  (in  both 
rusted  and  unrusted  states)  has  a prominent  spike  extending  from 
the  chin  of  Miss  Liberty. 

PCGS  #060927 


Splendid  1871 J-1085  Pattern  Dime 

Indian  Princess  Style 


(2x  photo) 

888  1871  pattern  ten  cents.  J-1085,  P-1221.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-64 

RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid  coin  with  attractive 
worn  surfaces  blended  with  some  magenta  and  blue.  Nicely  struck. 
This  piece  has  been  well  cared  for  over  the  years  and  has  not  been 
subject  to  cleaning,  retoning  by  conservation,  and  the  like.  Quality 
such  as  this  is  quite  rare — no  matter  what  number  is  marked  on  the 
holder. 

The  obverse  motif  is  one  of  the  most  attractive  of  the  series 
and  depicts  Liberty  in  the  form  of  an  Indian  princess,  seated  on  a 
globe.  The  motif  was  created  by  James  B.  Longacre,  but  was  used 
posthumously  (he  passed  away  on  January  1,  1869).  This  general 
motif  was  used  on  obverses  with  stars  (as  here)  and  without.  The 
reverse  is  a regular  Proof  die  of  a dime  of  the  era. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  2 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-65  ILB 
finest) 

PCGS  #071344 
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1871  Proof  Dime  in  Copper 

J-1087,  None  Finer  Graded 


889  1871  pattern  ten  cents.  J-1087,  P-1223.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-65 

RD  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A lovely  specimen  of  an  off 
metal  strike  from  Proof  dies,  this  piece  is  an  impression  in  bronze 
(actually  copper).  The  surfaces  are  very  attractive,  nearly  full  original 
mint  red  (actually  orange)  with  some  natural  fading  to  brown.  This 
is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  examples  of  this  first  class  rarity. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

It  is  an  interesting  pursuit  for  a speciahst  to  add  off  metal  strikings  as  a 
separate  exhibit  to  a collection  of  regular  issues.  Many  of  the  Liberty  Seated 
dimes  from  the  1860s  and  1870s  in  particular  can  be  acquired  in  copper  and 
aluminum.  It  would  be  impossible,  even  given  30  years  in  the  pursuit,  to 
get  all  those  listed  in  the  Judd  reference.  However,  by  picking  them  up  here 
and  there  a nice  showing  can  be  gathered. 

PCGS  #081346 


Rare  1877  J-1498  Pattern  Dime 

Copper 


890  1877  pattern  ten  cents.  J-1498,  P-1651.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64 

BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  There  is  something  magical 
about  the  year  1877,  in  regular  issues  as  well  as  patterns,  in  the  latter 
series  made  famous  by  the  seldom  seen  halt  dollars.  The  present 
coin  is  a rarity  in  its  own  right,  with  fewer  than  a dozen  estimated 
to  exist.  The  surfaces  arc  a mixture  of  orange,  magenta,  and  brown, 
with  ample  splashes  of  iridescent  blue. 

The  obverse  portrait  is  by  Chief  Engraver  William  Barber  and 
is  one  of  his  so-called  “Sailor  Head”  styles,  designated  because 
someone  without  a magnifying  glass  and  one  eye  closed  thought 
the  coronet  resembled  a sailor  cap.  Actually,  on  all  the  Sailor  Heads 
there  is  simply  a coronet  with  ample  natural  hair  above.  Although 
Barber  has  gathered  few  laurels  for  his  art,  this  1877  dinte  is  quite 
nice  and  is  certainly  one  of  his  better  productions.  The  reverse 
is  from  the  “cereal  wreath”  used  for  regular  issues.  It  is  said  that 
the  cereal  wreath  was  proposed  to  Director  James  Ross  Snowdon 
by  numismatist  Harold  F.  Newlin  in  1859,  but  we  have  not  seen 
actual  documentation. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  1 finer  within  any  design, ttion  (Proot-65  BN). 

PCGS  #061833 
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American  Numismatic  Rarities 


(2x  photo) 

893  1864  pattern  twenty-five  cents.  J-384,  P-452.  Rarity-7-. 

Proof-64  (PCGS)  . Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Here  is  a pattern  to  warm 
the  heart  ol  the  most  dedicated  collector:  an  elusive  Paqiiet  issue, 
combining  a regular  Liberty  Seated  obverse  with  a reverse  die  said  to 
have  been  made  by  Assistant  Engraver  Anthony  C.  Paquet.  Under 
magnification  Paquet’s  eagle  is  wonderfully  detailed — ^well  worth  a 
check  under  magnification  during  lot  viewing.  The  letters  around 
the  border  are  “tall,”  generally  thought  to  be  the  work  of  Paquet, 
whose  various  punches  were  used  on  United  States  coins  as  early 
as  1858. 

Lightly  toned  with  a golden  hue  over  silver  surfaces,  the  present 
piece  is  a treat  to  the  eye. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #060555 


1879  J-1589  “Morgan  Dime” 

Gem  Proof  in  Copper 


1864  Paquet  Pattern  Quarter  Dollar 
J-384  in  Silver 
None  Finer  Graded 


(2x  photo) 

1879  pattern  ten  cents.  J-1589,  P-1782.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-66 
RD  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid  specimen  of  this 
issue,  one  of  the  most  tamous  and  desired  in  the  series.  The  obverse 
depicts  George  T.  Morgan’s  Liberty  head  directly  from  his  earlier 
coins  including  the  patterns  of  1877  and  the  dollar  of  1878.  The 
reverse  is  nicely  done  with  a circle  of  beads  and  stars  enclosing  the 
denomination.  Morgan  was  very  talented,  and  in  verification  of 
this  all  you  need  to  do  is  compare  his  designs  with  those  of  Chief 
Engraver  William  E.  Barber  during  the  same  era. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #081966 


(2x  photo) 

892  1875  pattern  twenty  cents.  J-1414,  P-1557.  Rarity-7+.  Proof- 

63  BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  A lovely  example  of  another 
rare  off-metal  strike  from  regular  Proof  dies.  Just  a few  were  struck, 
presumably  as  a novelty  to  create  an  eye-popping  1875  Proof  set  in 
copper.  As  is  true  of  the  nickel  three-cent  piece  in  copper  offered 
earlier,  finding  an  1875  twenty-cent  piece  in  this  metal  is  a matter 
of  rare  chance.  If  this  is  on  your  Want  List,  don’t  let  it  go! 

PCGS  #061721 


1875  Proof  Twenty  Cents  in  Copper 

J-1414 
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Famous  1872  Amazonian  Quarter 
J-1197  in  Aluminum 
Solo  Finest  Graded 


895  1872  pattern  twenty-five  cents.  J-1197,  P-1337.  Rarity-8. 

Proof-64  CAM  (PCGS).  Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  The  1872 
“Amazonian”  series  of  patterns  is  considered  by  many  to  be  the 
high  water  mark  in  the  art  of  Chief  Engraver  William  Barber.  The 
obverse  features  a goddess  petting  or  caressing  a standing  eagle, 
somewhat  reminiscent  of  Thorvaldsen’s  Ganymede,  but  differ- 
ently arranged.  Similar  allegories  can  be  found  on  many  vignettes 
of  obsolete  bank  notes,  generally  classified  by  students  as  Hebe, 
Cup-bearer  to  the  Gods.  Hebe  is  seen  seated  (usually),  standing, 
or  whatever,  with  a perched  eagle  nearby,  about  to  drink  from  a 
small  tray  or  goblet.  On  the  Barber  Amazonian,  Miss  Liberty  rests 
her  left  arm  on  a shield  and  holds  a sword,  accoutrements  not  used  ' 

by  Hebe  or  by  Ganymede.  This  motif  was  used  on  the  larger  silver  j 

denominations — the  quarter  dollar,  half  dollar,  and  dollar.  All  were 
made  in  limited  numbers  and  all  are  prime  rarities  today. 

The  other  side  is  typically  called  the  “Amazonian  Reverse,”  , 
simply  because  the  eagle,  also  by  Barber,  was  combined  with  the 
Amazonian  obverse.  Interestingly,  this  same  reverse  was  carried  ' 
through  a unique  set  of  Proof  pattern  gold  coins,  dollar  to  double 
eagle  (recently  exhibited  in  October  2005  at  the  Atlanta  Coin 
Expo),  but  featuring  a Liberty  Head  obverse.  On  the  quarter  dol- 
lar, the  eagle  is  boldly  depicted  and  holds  a shield  in  its  left  talon  ■; 
(viewer’s  right).  The  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  is  inscribed 
on  a ribbon. 

Over  a period  of  many  years  a handful  of  dedicated  numismatists  i 

with  checkbook  balances  to  match  have  been  able  to  form  sets  ot  the 
Amazonian  quarter,  half  dollar,  and  dollar,  in  copper,  aluminum, 
and  silver,  by  pursuing  them  one  at  a time.  The  present  coin,  bril- 
liant and  beautiful,  may  represent  such  an  opportunity. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer. 

PCGS  #061468 


y 

Superb  Gem  1869  J-728  Pattern  250 

Standard  Silver 


894  1869  pattern  twenty-five  cents.  J-728,  P-809.  Rarity-6+. 

Proof-66  (NGC).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  The  Standard  Silver  issues 
are  fascinating  to  collect,  and  when  seen  are  generally  in  higher 
grades,  but  not  often  crossing  the  Proof-66  bar.  The  present  coin 
does,  and,  beyond  that,  it  has  absolutely  gorgeous  light  lilac  and 
iridescent  toning.  It  would  be  difficult  to  envision  a nicer  coin 
from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint.  If  you  want  just  one  Standard  Silver 
quarter,  make  this  one  be  your  choice. 

NGC  Census:  3;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-67). 

PCGS  #060955 
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1873  Quarter  in  Copper 

No  Arrows,  J-1270 


896  1873  pattern  twenty-five  cents.  J-1270,  P-1412.  Rarity-7+. 

Proof-63  BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  This  is  the  sale 
to  add  off-metal  Proof  strikings  to  your  collection,  if  you  aspire 
to.  Here  is  another  great  rarity,  so  rare,  in  fact,  that  it  would  not 
surprise  us  if  years  elapse  before  our  having  another.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  are  from  the  regular  dies  of  the  year,  used  prior  to 
February  22,  1873,  to  create  the  Without  Arrows  style.  Although 
this  is  called  BN,  it  is  at  least  50%  red,  if  not  more.  We  call  it  RB. 
Look  at  it  and  see  what  you  think. 

PCGS  #061555 


Gem  Proof  1873  J-1271  Aluminum  Quarter 

Highest  and  Only  Graded 


897  1873  pattern  twenty-five  cents.  J-1271,  P-1413.  Rarity-8. 

Proof-65  (PCGS).  Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid  speci- 
men, this  coin  is  the  highest  graded  by  PCGS  and  the  only  one  at 
the  Proof-65  level.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  gorgeous — ^brilHant 
and  beautiful  with  cameo  contrast.  Regular  dies  were  used  to  make 
a very  small  number  of  aluminum  Proof  sets  this  year,  for  distribu- 
tion to  insiders.  Although  we  probably  handle  as  many  patterns  as 
anyone,  if  not  more,  a long  time  typically  elapses  between  offerings 
ofaJ-1271. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #061556 


1879  J-1593  “Morgan”  Pattern  Quarter  in  Silver 

Second  Finest  Graded 


(2x  photo) 


898  1879  pattern  twenty-five  cents.  J-1593,  P-1787. 

Rarity-6+.  Proof-66  CAM  (PCGS).  Silver. 
Reeded  edge.  Gem  Proof  with  mirror  surfaces  ac- 
cented by  delicate  champagne  toning.  Well  struck 
and  simply  gorgeous.  Here  is  a coin  that  lacks 
nothing. 

The  obverse  is  of  the  Liberty  Head  design  by 
George  T.  Morgan,  created  in  1877  for  use  on 
pattern  half  dollars  and  made  famous  on  his  regular 
issue  dollar  of  1878.  As  such,  it  is  a potential  “go- 
with”  for  an  advanced  dollar  collector.  The  reverse 
depicts  a bold  eagle  with  large  drooped  wings. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (Proof-67  finest). 

PCGS  #061970 
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1838  “Gobrecht  Half  Dollar” 
J-79a  in  Silver 
Judd  Plate  Coin 


(2x  photo) 


899  1838  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-79a,  P-86.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64 

(NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  It  would  be  difficult  to  imagine  an 
1838  pattern  half  dollar  with  more  “assets”  than  this  coin.  To  begin 
with,  the  piece  is  of  very  high  quality.  Although  it  has  been  graded 
Proof-64,  some  might  give  it  a higher  attribution.  The  obverse  die 
has  many  vertical  striae  from  the  preparation  process,  verifying  that 
this  is  a very  early  impression.  The  Liberty  Seated  motif,  without 
drapery  at  the  elbow,  is  identical  in  concept  to  that  regularly  used 
m 1839. 

The  reverse  depicts  a flying  eagle  by  Christian  Gobrecht,  not  the 
same  as  used  on  his  illustrious  1836  silver  dollar,  but,  obviously,  one 
of  his  favorites,  for  it  reappears  on  Flying  Eagle  pattern  coins  dated 
1854  and  1855.  The  bird,  modeled  after  Peter,  the  Mint  mascot, 
is  flying  to  the  left.  The  wings  arc  powerful,  the  tail  is  strong,  and 
unlike  the  1836  dollar  version,  the  neck  feathers  are  quite  ruffed. 
The  reverse  shows  a delicate  crack  through  certain  of  the  letters,  but 
no  cracks  touching  the  eagle.  The  overall  appearance  is  an  attractive 
light  gold  with  hints  of  magenta  and  splashes  ofblue.  This  coin  was 
used  to  illustrate  the  recently  released  ninth  edition  o( United  States 
Pattern  Coins,  by  Dr.  J.  Hewitt  Judd. 

Judd  plate  coin 

NGC  Census:  1 ; 2 finer  (Proof-67  finest). 

PCCiS  #011328 


1859  “French  Head”  J-242  Pattern  Half  Dollar 

Copper 


900  1859  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-242,  P-298.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64  BN 

(PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  This  is  the  famous  French  Head, 
as  it  was  called  at  the  time,  of  Miss  Liberty  as  engraved  by  James 
B.  Longacre.  She  is  shown  facing  to  the  right,  with  her  neckline 
draped  with  an  ornamental  ribbon  inscribed  LIBERTY,  and  with 
her  hair  bearing  a garland  of  leaves,  seemingly  grape  and  possibly 
another  variety  as  well.  The  letters  surrounding  are  of  the  tall  style 
with  heavy  uprights,  attributed  to  Anthony  C.  Paquet.  The  reverse 
is  one  of  three  styles  this  year,  the  present  being  a cereal  wreath 
enclosing  the  inscription  5U/CENTS.  The  surfaces  are  medium 
brown  with  some  hints  of  orange  on  the  obverse.  There  are  some 
toning  flecks,  and  a spot  is  seen  at  the  first  two  date  digits.  This 
coin  could  probably  benefit  from  expert  conservation. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  4 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-66  BN 
finest). 

PCGS  #011980 

1862  “GOD  OUR  TRUST”  Silver  Pattern  500 

J-293,  None  Finer  Graded 


901  1862  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-293,  P-351.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64 

(PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  A lovely  example  of  one  of  the 
better  known  patterns  of  the  era,  this  combines  the  regular  Liberty 
Seated  Proof  obverse  die  (heavily  basined  and  therefore  making 
Miss  Liberty  especially  bold)  with  a standard  reverse,  to  which  has 
been  added  GOD  OUR  TRUST  on  a ribbon  above  the  eagle’s 
head.  Patterns  of  this  nature  were  made  during  this  era  to  test  a 
proposed  motto.  In  addition,  others,  probably  the  majority,  were 
produced  for  the  numismatic  trade,  with  the  profits  going  to  Mint 
officials  (nothing  on  the  records).  The  present  coin  has  delicate 
golden  toning  and  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen.  No  finer  has 
been  graded  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #060443 
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Historic  1863  J-341  Pattern  Half  Dollar 
Motto:  GOD  OUR  TRUST 


902 


1863  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-341,  P-413.  Rarity-5.  Proof-64  BN 
(PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A very  nice  example,  a high  qual- 
ity Proof  with  a mixture  ot  brown  toning  and  mint  orange — with 
fully  as  much  orange  as  other  patterns  that  have  been  called  “RB.” 
All  of  this  is  a matter  of  opinion,  of  course.  The  net  effect  here  is 
that  the  price  will  probably  be  lower  than  if  it  had  been  certified  as 
Ri3.  As  such  we  sense  an  opportunity. 

The  obverse  is  the  regular  Liberty  Seated  design  of  the  year, 
from  Proof  dies.  The  reverse  is  similar  to  the  regular  issue  but  with 
the  addition  of  GOD  OUR  TRUST  in  individual  letters  in  the 
field  above  the  eagle’s  head. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  3 tiner  within  any  designation  (Proof-65  BN 
finest). 

These  pieces  were  very  popular  at  the  time  ofissue,  and  the  Mint  secretly 
struck  large  quantities  ot  them — apparendy  many  dozens.  The  son  ot  a mint 
employee  was  dispatched  to  haw'k  these  to  coin  collectors  and  dealers,  and 
even  went  as  far  north  as  Boston  to  encounter  W.  Eliot  Woodward.  While 
aU  of  this  sort  of  thing  was  rather  naughty  at  the  time,  today  collectors  can 
be  grateful  that  the  Mint  produced  hundreds  of  varieties  of  patterns  to  the 
extent  of  tens  of  thousands  of  pieces,  and  distributed  them  for  the  private 
profit  of  officials.  Otherwise  there  would  be  very  little  to  collect  today,  and 
the  Judd  pattern  book  would  hkely  be  but  a pamphlet! 

PCGS  #060503 


Important  1863  Transitional  Pattern  500 
With  Motto,  Struck  in  Aluminum 


(2x  photo) 

903  1863  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-344,  P-416.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-64 

(PCGS).  Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  A lovely  example,  struck  in 
aluminum,  and  with  excellent  appearance.  Frosted  cameo  surfaces 
against  deep  mirror  fields.  Bright  aluminum-silver  color. 

Transitional  patterns  ot  the  quarter,  half  dollar,  and  dollar.  Lib- 
erty Seated  style  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,  as  regularly  adopted 
for  circulation  in  1866,  were  made  with  the  dates  1863,  1864, 
and  1865.  Likely,  those  of  1863  and  1864  were  struck  later  in  the 
decade.  Impressions  were  made  in  silver,  copper,  and  aluminum, 
each  with  a reeded  edge. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (Proof-66). 

PCGS  #060506 
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Proof  1867  J-591  Half  Dollar  in  Copper 

Finest  PCGS  Grade 


Gem  Proof  1868  Half  Dollar  in  Aluminum 

J-651 


{2x  photo) 


905  1868  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-651,  P-724.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65 

(PCGS)  . Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  An  impression  from  the  regu- 
lar Proof  dies  in  aluminum,  this  piece  was  once  struck  as  part  of  a 
set,  or  possibly  singly,  in  the  year  in  which  regular  issue  aluminum 
Proofs  are  more  available  than  for  any  other.  The  present  sale  offers 
several  opportunities  in  this  regard — hopefully  inspiring  you  if  you 
are  looking  for  something  interesting  to  own.  The  present  coin  is 
brilliant,  beautiful,  and  desirable  in  every  way. 

PCGS  Population;  4;  1 finer  (Proof-66). 

PCGS  #060869 


(2x  photo) 


904  1867  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-591,  P-655.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-65  RB 

(PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid  example  of  one  of  the 
scarcer  off-metal  strikings,  a regular  Liberty  Seated  half  dollar  struck 
in  copper  (actually  bronze)  from  Proof  dies.  Such  a coin  would 
be  a nice  adjunct  to  the  regular  series  or,  of  course,  to  a cabinet  of 
patterns.  The  surfaces  are  mostly  brown  with  some  hints  of  orange 
and  a generous  amount  of  iridescent  blue.  It  is  truly  beautiful  to 
behold. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #070803 


Choice  1869  J-750  Pattern  Half  Dollar 

Standard  Silver,  Solo  Finest  Graded 


906  1869  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-750,  P-833.  Rarity-7-.  Proot-65 

BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid  coin,  the  present 


S 
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{2x  photo) 

907  1869  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-761,  P-846.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64 

CAM  (PCGS).  Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  Struck  from  regular 
Proof  dies  but  in  aluminum  metal,  this  half  dollar  of  1869  is  yet 
another  “trophy”  pattern  in  the  present  sale.  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  are  well  struck,  brilliant,  and  attractive.  The  rarity  goes 
without  saying.  Here,  indeed,  is  another  incredible  opportunity. 

PCGS  #860992 


(2x  photo) 

908  1870  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-930,  P-1035.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-64 

BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  The  obverse  illustrates  Chief  En- 
graver William  Barber’s  Liberty  Seated  figure,  possibly  a challenge  to 
the  motif  by  Longacre  already  in  place.  This  was  the  second  year  of 
Barber’s  employment  as  chief  engraver,  and  thus  the  motif  is  a very 
early  effort.  The  seated  figure  is  either  wearing  pants  (unlikely)  and 
seated  on  a tuffett  or  ottoman,  or  else  she  is  wearing  a long  gown 
(likely),  but  the  gown  is  not  properly  designed  where  it  meets  her 
leg.  1 ler  left  hand  holds  a droopy  olive  branch,  while  her  right 
hand  holds  the  top  of  a shield  and  a ribbon  inscribed  LIBERTY, 
the  shield  mostly  hidden  behind  her.  In  the  background  is  a Liberty 
Cap  on  a pole,  about  to  fall  over,  as  nothing  seems  to  be  holding  it, 
and  it  is  on  a slant.  It  certainly  is  interesting  to  contemplate  pattern 
motifs,  a little  pleasure  that  auction  cataloguers  have  enjoyed  for 
well  over  a century — just  check  some  of  the  listings  from  the  188()s 
and  1890s. 

The  reverse  is  a regular  Standard  Silver  die  with  an  agricultural 
wreath  enclosing  the  denomination. 

NGC  Census:  2;  I finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-65  ILB). 

PCGS  #061 176 


piece  stands  as  the  highest  graded  by  NGC  and  the  only  entry  at  the 
Proof-65  BN  category.  The  toning  is  attractive  and  is  not  as  much 
“brown”  as  it  is  magenta,  gold,  and  blue.  The  striking  is  somewhat 
light  at  the  center  of  the  obverse,  this  being  characteristic.  A lovely 
example  that  the  pattern  specialist  will  appreciate. 

NGC  Census:  1 ; none  finer. 

PCGS  #060979 

Proof  1869  Half  Dollar  in  Aluminum 
J-761 


Barber’s  1870  Liberty  Seated  J-930  500 

Copper 
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Barber’s  1870  Liberty  Seated  Half  Dollar 

J-933  in  Silver 


(2x  photo) 


909  1870  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-933,  P-1039.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65 

(NGC)  . Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Within  the  pattern  series,  a half  dollar 
struck  in  silver,  as  here,  is  usually  (but  not  always)  preferred  over 
one  in  copper  or  aluminum.  The  present  coin  is  indeed  in  silver, 
is  very  rare,  and  has  exquisite  beauty.  Both  sides  are  mirrorlike, 
delicately  toned  with  lilac,  blue,  and  gold — as  pretty  as  a picture. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-66). 

I'CGS#061179 


Barber’s  1870  J-934  Pattern  500 
Liberty  Seated  in  Silver 
None  Finer  Graded 


(2x  photo) 

910  1870  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-934,  P-1040.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-66 

(NGC).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  It  seems  like  only  yesterday,  but  it  was 
nearly  a decade  ago  that  the  present  writer  (QDB)  catalogued  this 
identical  piece  for  the  Eliasberg  Collection.  There  it  appeared  as 
Lot  267  and  was  described  as  follows: 

“Lovely  golden  brown  toning  in  the  central  areas  changes  to 
blue  and  violet  at  the  borders.  The  obverse  features  William  Barber’s 
popular  Liberty  Seated  motif  The  reverse  has  the  regular-issue 
perched  eagle  design.” 

Nice  things  often  come  around  twice,  sometimes  even  more 
often,  and  what  a pleasure  it  is  to  offer  this  gorgeous  coin  to  a new 
bidding  audience.  Enjoy  the  opportunity! 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Lotiis  E.  Eliasberg,  Sr.  Collec- 
tion, May  1996,  Lot  267. 

PCGS  #061180 
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Superb  Proof  Indian  Princess  J-1107  50^ 
Aluminum 
Solo  Finest  Graded 


Attractive  1870  Standard  Silver  Pattern  500 

Finest  Graded  J-948  in  Copper 


(2x  photo) 

1870  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-948,  P-1076.  Rarity-7+.  Proof- 
65  BN  (NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  A splendid  specimen  with 
medium  brown  surfaces  accented  with  blue.  A very  attractive 
example.  The  obverse  depicts  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  with  two 
stars  in  her  hair,  while  the  reverse  is  of  the  Standard  Silver  design. 
The  production  of  hundreds  (really)  of  different  varieties  in  the 
Standard  Silver  series,  to  the  extent  of  thousands  of  coins,  served 
to  line  the  pockets  of  Mint  officials  of  the  day.  Again,  we  can  be 
grateful  that  this  was  done,  for  otherwise  they  would  not  exist.  The 
Standard  Silver  patterns,  so-called,  are  imprinted  STANDARD  on 
the  back.  These  were  intended  to  replace  the  regular  Liberty  Seated 
design  then  in  use.  Silver  coins  had  been  hoarded  since  spring  1 862, 
when  the  outcome  of  the  Civil  War  became  uncertain.  When  the 
Civil  War  ended  in  April  1 865  it  was  thought  that  hoarding  would 
stop,  but  it  did  not.  The  public  was  fearful  of  the  soundness  of  the 
United  States  Treasury  and  also  the  depreciation  of  the  monetary 
system  through  a flood  of  Legal  Tender  paper  notes.  Accordingly, 
in  the  late  !860s  and  early  1870s  there  were  no  regular  silver  coins 
in  circulation.  It  was  thought  that  the  Standard  Silver  series,  here  in 
pattern  form,  would  be  made  lighter  than  the  Liberty  Seated  issues, 
but  bearing  the  same  face  value.  Accordingly,  such  coins  would  not 
be  attractive  to  hoard.  However,  the  design  never  reached  circula- 
tion. Instead,  the  Mint  made  up  millings  and  irrelevant  strikings. 
Generally,  most  of  the  Standard  Silver  pattern  die  combinations 
were  made  in  silver,  copper,  and  aluminum,  and  with  reeded  edges 
and  plain  edges,  giving  six  possible  varieties  for  a single  die  pair. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #061194 


I2x  photo) 

912  1871  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-1107,  P-1243.  Rarity-8.  Proof-66 

CAM  (PCGS).  Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  The  j-1107  is  a rarity 
par  excellence.  To  have  such  a rarity,  plus  superb  eye  appeal,  creates 
an  ideal  situation — and  this  is  exactly  what  we  have.  The  coin  is  a 
splendid  Proof,  light  aluminum-silver,  and  is  gorgeous  to  behold. 
The  Indian  Princess  motif  was  created  by  Longacre  prior  to  his 
passing  on  January  1,  1869,  but  was  not  used  in  pattern  coinage 
until  1870  and  1871.  This  certainly  will  be  a feather  in  the  cap  of 
the  advanced  pattern  collector. 

PCGS  Population:  I;  none  finer. 

I’CGS  #061366 
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{2x  photo) 

914  1877  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-1512,  P-1676.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-65 

(NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  Among  pattern  coins,  half  dollars 
of  1877  are  the  objects  of  great  desire.  Most  collections  and  auc- 
tions have  not  a single  piece.  To  have  multiples,  as  here,  it  truly 
remarkable.  Indeed,  according  to  tbe  uspattems.com  website,  only  six 
examples  are  known  to  exist.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  ofbeau- 
tiful  gem  quahty,  mirror  surfaces  overlaid  with  delicate  iridescent 
toning.  This  piece  was  in  the  cabinet  of  T.  Harrison  Garrett,  and 
kept  in  Evergreen  House  on  Charles  Street  in  Baltimore,  his  family 
home.  It  has  never  been  dipped,  cleaned,  conserved,  improved,  or 
anything  else.  The  word  pristine  is  appropriate. 

Judd  8th  and  9th  edition  plate  coin. 

NGC  Census:  1;  2 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-67  Cameo 
fine.st). 

The  design  is  one  of  the  best  showcases  of  the  art  of  George  T.  Morgan. 
Hired  by  Director  Henry  R.  Linderman  in  1876,  Morgan  came  highly 
recommended  by  the  master  of  the  Royal  Mint  in  London.  In  America 
his  first  coin  engraving  pursuits  were  among  pattern  dies  of  1877,  of  which 
he  created  several  different.  The  head  of  Miss  Liberty,  was  said  to  have 
been  modeled  from  Anna  Willess  Williams,  a kindergarten  teacher  in 
Philadelphia.  The  reverse  is  Morgan’s  own  creation  and  depicts  a defiant 
eagle  facing  left,  perched  on  the  top  of  a standard  inscribed  IN  GOD/WE 
TRUST  in  two  lines. 

Both  obverse  and  reverse  have  a beaded  border,  with  inscriptions  and 
elements  outside  the  border,  neatly  framing  the  artistic  motifs  within.  This 
style  of  coin  design  is  very  eftective,  and  has  been  used  elsewhere-not  widely. 


Longacre’s  Indian  Princess  J-1115  Half  Dollar 

Copper 


(2x  photo) 

913  1871  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-1115,  P-1251.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64 

RB  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Exhibiting  variegated  splashes 
of  iridescent  and  magenta  color,  this  copper  striking  showcases  one 
of  Longacre’s  best  loved  designs — the  Indian  Princess.  There  is  a 
planchet  flake  on  the  reverse  just  above  the  eagle’s  wing  on  the 
left.  The  reverse  is  the  regular  die  used  to  coin  Proof  dollars  of  this 
year.  For  a long  time  this  has  been  one  of  the  most  popular  pattern 
designs. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #061374 


Fantastic  1877  J-1512  Morgan  Half  Dollar 
Judd  Plate  Coin 
From  the  Garrett  Collection 
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but  perhaps  best  showcased  on  certain  coiiuiieniorative  halt'doUars.  The  1 936 
Cincinnati  and  York  comnieinoratives  are  but  two  ot  several. 

In  1878  when  Director  Linderman  wanted  to  produce  silver  dollars  in  a 
hurry,  following  the  passage  of  the  Bland-Allison  Act  on  February  28  th,  he 
used  the  Liberty  Head  design  of  Morgan  as  the  obverse  of  the  new  dollar. 
The  reverse  was  of  a different  style,  used  on  other  pattern  1877  half  dollars. 
As  to  Morgan’s  defiant  eagle  on  the  present  pattern,  we  see  it  again  on  the 
beautiful  Schoolgirl  silver  dollar  of  1879,  on  the  commemorative  1915-S 
quarter  eagle  made  for  the  Panama-Pacific  International  Exposition,  and,  in 
its  final  appearance,  on  the  Illinois  Centennial  half  dollar  of  1918. 

From  Bowers  ami  Rtuidy’s  sale  of  the  Garrett  Collection,  Part  I, 
November  1979,  Lot  383. 

PCGS  #061850 


Incredible  1877  J-1516  Pattern  Half  Dollar 

Silver 


■ ^ 

representation.  Around  the  border  is  the  inscription  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA/HALF  DOLLAR.  We  anticipate  fierce 
competition  when  this  crosses  the  block — and  the  same  can  be  said 
for  the  other  pattern  rarities  in  this  section.  According  to  the  uspat- 
terns.com  website,  only  five  examples  arc  known  to  exist.  Likely  it 
will  be  a long  time  until  another  chance  occurs. 

NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

Judd  plate  coin. 

PCGS  #061854 

Splendid  1877  Pattern  Half  Dollar 

J-1525  in  Copper 


(2x  photo) 

I 915  1877  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-1516,  P-1680.  Rarity-7+.  Proof- 

66  (NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid  specimen,  indeed 
incredible,  with  none  finer  graded  by  NGC.  There  is  some  light 
striking  at  the  center,  as  always  for  this  variety,  so  this  comment  can 
be  dismissed  or  ignored. 

The  obverse  features  the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  by  George  T. 
Morgan,  with  a circle  of  beads  surrounding,  and  E PLURIBUS 
I UNUM,  stars,  and  the  date  outside.  The  reverse,  also  by  Morgan, 

I shows  the  eagle  standing  on  the  top  of  a standard  or  on  a cartouche, 

j with  IN  GOD/WE  TRUST  in  two  lines,  this  element  similar  in 

I a way  to  that  seen  on  J-1512.  The  eagle  is  entirely  different,  and  is 

1 powerfully  depicted,  witli  wings  upward  and  outstretched,  a bold 


(2.x  photo) 

916  1877  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-1525,  P-1691.  Rarity-7-.  Proof- 

63  RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  The  artists  for  the  1877 
Pattern  half  dollar  series  were  Chief  Engraver  Willi.mi  Barber, 
engraver  George  T.  Morgan,  and  engraver  Anthony  Paquet,  with 
only  one  pattern  attributed  to  the  latter’s  hand.  The  present  piece 
is  by  Barber  and  furnishes  a stylized  head  of  Miss  Liberty  with  a 
wide  band  enclosing  what  seem  to  be  the  fruits  of  agriculture  and 
the  top  of  her  cap.  The  reverse  shows  an  eagle  .against  a shield, 
with  surrounding  inscriptions  within  two  circles.  According  to  the 
iispattertis.com  website,  at  least  eight  examples  are  knowai  to  exist. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  hner. 

PCGS  #071865 
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{2x  photo) 

917  1877  pattern  fifty  cents.  J-1538,  P-1706.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-64 

BN  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Medium  brown  surfaces  on 
both  sides.  Nonreflective.  Exquisite  strike  with  superb  details. 

This  rare  pattern  die  combination  is  by  Chief  Engraver  William 
Barber.  It  was  thought  for  a time  that  his  son  Charles  participated  in 
the  production  of  patterns  of  this  year,  but  information  unearthed  by 
R.W.  Julian  in  the  National  Archives  (published  in  the  latest  issue 
of  the  Numismatic  Sim)  suggests  that  he  was  not  involved  at  all. 

The  obverse  depicts  Morgan’s  head  of  Miss  Liberty,  facing  left, 
with  facial  features  that  might  be  called  “standard,”  not  necessarily 
much  different  from  those  Morgan  used  on  his  patterns,  and  later 
on  the  Morgan  silver  dollar,  except  the  features  are  not  as  delicately 
executed.  The  reverse  depicts  an  eagle  holding  three  arrows  and  an 
olive  branch,  standing  on  a tuffett  or  something  or  other,  inscribed 
E FLURIBUS  UNUM.  The  uspatterns.com  website  notesjust  four 
examples  ofJ-1 .538  are  currently  known.  The  challenge  is  to  try  to 
gather  as  many  different  varieties  as  possible  or,  slightly  less  ambi- 
tious, one  of  each  die  combination,  or  even  less  so,  an  example  of 
each  die.  A holding  of  a dozen  or  more  different  patterns  is  truly 
memorable,  indeed  outstanding.  Over  20,  and  the  league  of  others 
who  have  accomplished  such  is  exceedingly  small. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #061879 


918  “1759”  Martha  Washington  half  dollar  trial.  J-2131  or  2132, 

P-2083.  Rarity-8.  MS-63  (NGC).  11.2  grams,  according  to 
NGC  encapsulation.  An  extremely  rare  modern  pattern,  used  as 
the  plate  coin  for  this  variety  on  the  uspatterns.com  website.  Highly 
lustrous  nickel  gray  with  strong  cartwheel  and  excellent  surface 
quality.  A very  faint  stain  behind  Martha’s  head  and  a minor  nick  on 
her  cheekbone  are  the  only  major  identifying  marks,  though  a very 
thin  scratch  through  the  top  of  her  cap  is  noted  under  magnifica- 
tion. The  strike  is  bold  and  the  eye  appeal  is  excellent.  This  piece, 
unlike  the  specimen  that  realized  $21,850  in  our  December  2003 
sale  (also  graded  MS-63  by  NGC),  shows  significant  clash  marks 
on  both  sides;  the  other  specimen  we  offered  showed  them  only 
on  the  reverse.  Our  December  2003  piece  was  attributed  asJ-2132, 
a cupro-nickel  clad  composition.  Since  this  piece  has  an  identical 
weight  and  has  the  “look”  of  a cupro-nickel  half  dollar,  we  imagine 
it  is  the  same  variety.  We  have  recorded  no  other  specimens  of  this 
Judd  number,  though  an  example  from  these  dies  is  known  struck 
on  a clad  quarter  planchet. 

Though  other  Martha  Washington  patterns  have  come  onto  the 
marketplace  since  2003,  this  half  dollar  variety  remains  extremely 
rare.  This  type  represents  a very  important  type  of  modern  pat- 
tern, a specimen  used  to  test  new  compositions  that  would  fit  the 
needs  of  heavy  circulation  as  well  as  vending  and  backing  interests, 
rather  than  testing  new  designs  that  would  satisfy  (or  exclusively 
serve)  a small  group  of  collectors.  History  will  look  fondly  upon 
these  Martha  Washington  pieces,  as  they  are  patterns  in  the  true 
utilitarian  sense  of  the  word,  and  we  believe  their  status  as  rarities 
will  remain  intact. 


Rare  1877  J-1538  Copper  Pattern  Half  Dollar 

Solo  Finest  Graded 


Important  Martha  Washington  500  Pattern 

Nickel 
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Proof  1868  Pattern  Dollar  in  Aluminum 

None  Finer  Graded 


1870  Liberty  Seated  $1  by  Barber 
J-1005  in  Copper 


920  1870  pattern  dollar.  J-1005,  P-1137.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-65  BN 

(NGC).  Copper.  Plain  edge.  A lovely  example,  well  .struck  with 
gold,  magenta  and  gunmetal-blue  (we  don’t  see  any  brown  at  all). 
This  ranks  as  among  the  nicest  we  have  seen  of  this  particular  variety. 
The  obverse  is  Barber’s  version  of  Miss  Liberty,  seated,  as  used  on 
various  other  denominations  as  well — a nice  selection  of  which  is  in 
the  present  sale.  Patterns  of  the  dollar  denomination  have  a special 
following  (as  do  patterns  of  the  one-cent  denomination  and  nickel 
denomination).  Accordingly,  we  expect  strong  bidding  competition 
when  this  beautiful  piece  crosses  the  auction  block. 

NGC  Census:  4;  3 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-66  RI3). 

PCGS  #061252 


(2x  photo) 

919  1868  pattern  dollar.  J-652,  P-725.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-66 

(NGC).  Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  A lovely  Proof  striking  from 
regular  dies  of  the  Liberty  Seated  dollar  of  1868,  this  piece  is  at  once 
rare  and  beautiful.  The  striking  is  excellent,  the  eye  appeal  is  all 
there,  and  the  desirability  goes  without  .saying.  This  is  the  highest 
of  the  silver  denominations  struck  in  1 868  as  part  of  full  aluminum 
Proof  sets  from  the  cent  to  the  dollar,  a metal  which  had  recently 
been  precious,  but  which  by  1868  had  dropped  considerably  in 
price. 

The  present  sale  offers  remarkable  opportunities  to  acquire  vari- 
ous of  the  1868  aluminum  issues — perhaps  a nice  start  on  what  may 
someday  be  a complete  set.  Many  if  not  most  of  the  rarities  are  in 
this  sale,  including  the  higher  gold  denominations.  Remarkable! 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

From  the  Share  Collection. 

PCGS  #()6()87() 
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1870  Indian  Princess  J-1012  Pattern  Dollar 
Aluminum 
None  Finer  Graded 


Beautiful  1870  Indian  Princess  Dollar 
J-1010  in  Copper 
Solo  Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

921  1870  pattern  dollar.  J-1010,  P-1143.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-64  RB 

(NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid  coin  designated  as  RB, 
but  probably  just  as  easily  called  RD.  A truly  lovely  coin,  pristine, 
and  likely  unequalled  by  any  other  in  existence.  In  fact,  NGC  has 
just  certified  one  at  the  Proof-64  level,  and  this  is  it.  To  see  this 
coin  is  to  want  to  own  it,  it  is  that  nice.  When  viewing  auction  lots, 
pause  a moment  and  see  this  one. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #081258 


(2x  photo) 

922  1870  pattern  dollar.  J-1012,  P-1146.  Rarity-8.  Proof-65 

(PCGS).  Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  A gem  specimen,  beautiful 
to  the  eye,  of  James  B.  Longacre’s  superb  Indian  Princess  design. 
The  rarity  is  here,  the  aesthetic  appeal  is  superb,  and  the  grade  is  the 
finest  assigned  by  PCGS  (with  one  other  at  this  level,  but  whether 
it  is  the  same  coin  in  another  submission  we  do  not  know).  The 
pattern  dollar  collector  will  want  to  compete  vigorously  to  take  this 
one  home,  after  which  it  will  be  enjoyed  for  many  years. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #061260 
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i’rom  Kaolin’s  sale  of  November  1973,  Lot  1351 ; Bowers  and  Merena’s 
sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection,  May  1999,  1262. 

I'CGS  #061408 


Splendid  J- 1147  Indian  Princess  $1 

Struck  in  Copper 


tlx  photo) 

923  1871  pattern  dollar.  J-1146,  P-1288.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64 

(PCGS).  Silver.  Plain  edge.  One  interesting  thing  about  profes- 
sional numismatics  is  that  over  a period  of  time  rarities  come  full 
circle,  and  we  get  to  catalogue  them  again.  The  writer  (QDB) 
described  this  coin  in  1999  as  part  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Col- 
lection, where  under  Lot  1 262  it  was  described  as  follows: 

“Another  exquisite  coin,  a rare  beauty  displaying  nuances  of 
golden  toning  with  splashes  of  delicate  brown  and  hints  of  magenta. 
We  could  not  even  imagine  a nicer  looking  example  of  this  rare 
issue.  The  obverse  features  Longacre’s  Indian  Princess  design,  but 
with  22  stars  in  the  flag,  and  some  other  distinctions.” 

It  is  enjoyable  to  handle  it  again.  If  all  goes  well,  perhaps  the 
successful  buyer  will  consign  it  in  some  future  year  when  his  or  her 
collection  becomes  available. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (Proof-65). 




Gorgeous  1871  Indian  Princess  $1 

J-1146  in  Silver 


(2x  photo) 

924  1871  pattern  dollar.  J-1147,  P-1289.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-65 

RB  (PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A lovely  example,  obverse 
die  as  preceding,  but  reverse  from  the  regular  die  used  on  Liberty 
Seated  dollars  of  the  era.  Both  sides  are  very  attractive,  toned  warm 
magenta-brown  with  iridescent  touches  and  some  hints  ot  mint 
orange.  This  coin  has  been  preserved  caretully,  and  today  stands  as 
one  ot  the  nicest  quality'  copper  strikings  we  have  encountered. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (Proot-66  BN 
finest). 

PCGS  #071409 
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AmI'RICAN  Nlimismalic  Railiirt 


(2x  photo) 

925  1875  pattern  dollar.  J-1421,  P-1564.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-65 

RD  (NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Spectacular  in  its  beauty  and 
unquestioned  in  its  rarity,  this  1875  pattern  dollar  will  appeal  to 
many  buyers.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  a warm  reddish  orange 
with  some  iridescence  and  natural  brown.  The  eye  appeal  is  superb. 
The  striking  follows  suit  and  has  every  little  detail  just  right.  In  the 
otfing  in  the  sea  on  the  obverse  is  seen  a design  error — a sidewheel 
steamer  with  auxiliary  sails.  The  wind  catches  the  two  sails  and 
pushes  them  forward,  to  the  right.  At  the  same  time  the  same  wind 
(presumably)  causes  the  smoke  from  the  stack  to  stream  to  the  left. 
The  reverse  of  this  coin  is  from  a silver  dollar  die  in  use  before  1866, 
Without  Motto.  In  the  late  1860s,  the  mint  director  insisted  that 
all  earlier  dies  had  been  destroyed — but,  of  course,  they  weren’t, 
of  which  this  is  evidence  (as  are  many  other  dies). 


Among  pattern  coins,  dollars  are  one  of  the  most  popular  series. 
Those  dated  1875  are  of  exceptional  rarity,  as  are  those  dated  1876, 
a sharp  contrast  to,  for  example,  patterns  of  the  1878  to  1880  era. 
NGC  has  graded  only  one  liner  than  this.  The  present  coin  has 
tremendous  eye  appeal,  great  rarity,  and  everything  else  in  place 
to  facilitate  a lot  of  bidding  interest. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-66  RD). 
PCGS  #081728 

Landmark  1876  Silver  J-1467  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

926  1876  pattern  dollar.  J-1467,  P-1618.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-63  j 

(PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  There  is  something  special  about  ji 
pattern  dollars  dated  1876,  and  when  they  are  struck  in  silver  the 
word  very  can  be  added  before  special.  These  are  among  the  rarest  j; 

of  all  issues,  made  across  several  varieties  and  only  to  the  extent  ot  j| 

a few  strikings  of  each. 


- 

Incredibly  Rare  1875  J-1421  Pattern  Dollar 

Copper,  Design  Error 
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The  present  coin  depicts  Miss  Liberty  seated  on  a globe,  by 
William  Barber,  copying  Longacre,  and  styled  for  use  as  a trade 
dollar.  The  open  sea  is  seen  at  the  left,  with  a ship  in  the  offing. 
The  die  has  been  sufficiently  polished  and  relapped  (giving  it  a very 
deep  mirror  surface)  that  the  masts  and  guys  of  the  ship  are  largely 
missing,  giving  the  vessel  a spectral  appearance.  Below  is  IN  GOD 
WE  TRUST  in  a cartouche,  and  below  that,  the  date  1876.  The 
reverse  is  a dollar  die,  with  ONE/DOLLAR  within  a lu.xuriant 
wreath.  UNITED  STATES  OF  AMERICA  above,  and,  in  small 
letters,  E PLURIBUS  UNUM  below.  Both  sides  are  light  silver 
with  delicate  golden  toning.  The  buyer  of  this  coin  will  acquire  one 
of  the  great  showpieces  to  cross  the  block  in  our  era. 

From  Bowers  and  Mcrcua’s  sale  of  the  Roi’ers  M.  Fred,  Jr.  Collection, 
Noi’enther  1995,  Lot  2305;  obtained  from  Julian  Leidman. 

PCGS  #061789 

1878  J-1554  Barber  Silver  Pattern  $1 


927  1878  pattern  dollar.  J-1554,  P-1733.  Rarity-5.  Proof-61 

(PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid  example  ofJ-1554  by 
William  E.  Barber.  The  motif  was  one  of  Barber’s  favorites,  and 
in  various  adaptations  it  was  used  on  quite  a few  different  dies, 
including  the  1877  pattern  “Half  Union”  S5()  pieces  of  1877.  On 
the  present  coin  Miss  Liberty  is  at  the  center,  stars  to  the  left  and 
right,  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  above,  and  the  date  below.  The 
reverse  is  a pattern  die  with  appropriate  inscriptions,  including  “e 
pluribus  unum”  all  in  small  Gothic  style  letters,  no  capitals. 

PCGS  #061915 


1879  J-1618  Metric  Pattern  Dollar 

Silver 


928  1879  pattern  metric  dollar.  J-1618,  P-1813.  Rarity-5.  Proof- 

63  (PCGS).  Silver  (metric  alloy).  Reeded  edge.  One  of  the  more 
available  issues  of  the  era,  this  combination  was  struck  in  ftirly  large 
quantities,  apparently  for  distribution  to  congressmen,  for  many  if 
not  most  today  show  some  signs  of  handling.  The  obverse  depicts 
William  E.  Barber’s  standard  Liberty  head,  as  used  on  other  dies. 
The  motto  E PLURIBUS  UNUM  is  above,  stars  to  the  left  and 
right,  and  date  below.  The  reverse  is  of  the  metric  style  giving  the 
metric  alloy;  895.8  parts  silver,  4.2  parts  gold,  and  100  parts  copper, 
in  the  aggregate  intended  to  be  worth  a dollar. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  4 finer  (Proof-65  finest). 

PCGS  #061996 

1880  Goloid  Metric  Dollar 

J-1651  in  Goloid  Metal 


929  1880  pattern  dollar.  J-1651,  P-1851.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-63 

(PCGS).  Goloid  metric  alloy.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid  example 
of  the  1880  Goloid  metric  dollar,  attributed  by  PCGS  as  J-1651, 
in  Goloid  metal.  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  gunmetal-blue  over 
mirrorlike  surfaces.  C)nly  one  has  been  graded  hner. 

The  reverse  inscription  includes  GOLOID  METRIC  DOL- 
LAR and  the  composition  of  the  coin,  comprising  15.3  parts  gold, 
236.7  parts  silver,  and  28  parts  copper,  the  latter  added  for  strength. 
The  weight  is  listed  as  14  grams. 

The  concept  of  Goloid  Metric  coinage  seems  to  have  caused  a 
small  stir  in  the  halls  of  Congress  in  the  late  187()s  and  possibly  in 
1880,  the  idea  being  a coin  that  would  please  Free  Silver  advocates  as 
well  as  conservative  folk  who  preferred  gold.  This  coin  was  to  have 
an  equal  value  of  each.  The  concept  was  flawed,  primarily  because 
the  alloy  could  not  be  distinguished  by  observation.  Moreover, 
while  the  ratio  of  the  gold  and  silver  metals  might  have  been  a 
certain  percentage  when  this  coin  was  struck,  had  the  issue  been 
made  standard,  chances  are  virtually  certain  that  a few  years  later 
the  ratio  would  be  inoperative. 

PCGS  Population:  3;  1 finer  (Proot-64). 

I’CGS  #062036 
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1880  Goloid  Metric  Dollar 
J-1652  in  Copper 
None  Finer  Graded 


{2x  photo) 

930  1880  pattern  dollar.  J-1652,  P-1852.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-66  RB 

(NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid  example  of  the  famous 
Goloid  metric  dollar  by  William  Barber,  this  piece  struck  in  cop- 
per. As  pattern  enthusiasts  know,  finding  nice  copper  patterns  can 
be  a daunting  task.  The  going  is  easy  here — this  piece  is  pristine, 
beautiful,  and  has  no  problems.  The  surfaces  are  mostly  mint  orange 
with  some  blushes  ot  light  brown  and  blue.  It  is  certainly  one  of  the 
very  finest  in  existence,  this  reflected  by  the  NGC  population. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #072037 


Morgan’s  Coiled  Hair  1880  $1 

J-1655  in  Copper 


(2x  photo) 

931  1880  pattern  dollar.  J-1655,  P-1855.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  BN 

(NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Here  is  another  all  time  favorite 
in  the  pattern  series — a motif  that  everyone  wants  but  few  are  ever 
able  to  own.  Made  as  part  of  the  Goloid  metric  dollar  series,  and 
with  Goloid  composition  listed  on  the  back,  the  special  point  of 
appeal  of  this  particular  variety  is  the  obverse — the  head  of  Miss 
Liberty  with  coiled  hair,  quite  similar  to  that  used  by  Morgan  on 
his  famous  1879  and  1880  $5  Stellas.  The  present  coin  is  of  superb 
quality,  unusual  for  a copper  striking,  and  exhibits  a nice  mixture  of 
brown  and,  in  particular,  iridescent  blue.  A truly  gorgeous  example 
of  the  issue. 

NGC  Census:  1;  4 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-66  ICB  finest). 

PCGS  #06204(1 
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1872  Pattern  Commercial  Dollar 
Longacre’s  Indian  Princess 
Finest  Graded  by  NGC 


932  1872  pattern  trade  dollar.  J-1212,  P-1352.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-65 

(NGC).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  All  bets  will  probably  be  off  when 
jj  this  crosses  the  auction  block.  Proof  trade  dollars  are  wildly  popu- 

ji  lar,  with  not  nearly  enough  available  to  fill  the  demand.  Especially 

I desired  are  early  varieties  denominated  Commercial  Dollar,  as 

I here.  The  present  piece,  struck  in  silver,  has  beautiful  iridescent 

toning — lilac,  blue,  and  maroon — over  deep  mirror  surfaces. 

NGC  Census;  1 ; none  finer. 

The  obverse  illustrates  James  B.  Longacre’s  famous  Indian  Princess 
design,  certainly  one  ot  his  best  products.  The  motif  was  created  prior  to 
his  passing  (on  January  1 , 1869)  and  was  used  for  the  first  time  at  the  Mint 
in  1870.  The  seated  figure  is  on  a globe,  showing  an  approximate  outline 
of  North  and  South  America.  To  the  right  are  two  flags.  The  reverse  is  the 
standard  commercial  dollar  die,  used  early  in  the  pattern  process  for  what 
finally  became  the  trade  dollar  tinder  the  Coinage  Act  of  1873  (the  archi- 
tect of  which  was  John  Jay  Knox,  comptroller  of  the  currency,  a dedicated 

I '"American  Numismatic  Rarities 


(2x  photo) 

933  1873  pattern  trade  dollar.  J-1300,  P-1442.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-63 

(PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge,  lu  1 999  we  catalogued  this  identical 
piece  as  Lot  1318  in  the  marvelous  collection  of  Harry  W.  Bass. 
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(2x  photo) 


numismatist,  and  a brilliant  man).  1 he  Coinage  Act  of  1873  was  carefully 
studied  by  legislators,  and  passed  with  enthusiasm.  A few  years  later  when 
the  price  of  silver  dropped  precipitously  on  world  markets,  all  of  a sudden 
legislators  from  the  West  realized  that  Liberty  .Seated  dollars  were  no  longer 
being  coined  drying  up  an  outlet  for  the  metal.  Trade  dollars  were  coined 
in  silver  under  the  same  act,  but  not  steadily — only  when  depo.sitors  went  to 
a Mint  and  requested  trade  dollars.  In  time,  the  legislation  became  known  as 
the  Crime  of  1873.  The  cataloguer  (QDB)  has  read  congressional  journals, 
banking  reports,  and  other  items  closely,  and  has  concluded  that  there  was 
nothing  unfavorable  at  all  about  the  Coinage  Act  of  1873.  However,  there 
was  so  much  bad  press  after  the  fact  that  many  numismatists  do  not  fully 
understand  it  today. 

PCGS  #061483 


1873  J-1300  Amazonian  Reverse  Trade  Dollar 

From  the  Bass  Collection 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


|r.  The  description  there  isjnst  as  relevant  today,  and  we  reprint  it 
herewith: 

“A  very  attractive  specimen,  with  mostly  white  silver  surfaces 
accented  here  and  there  with  hints  of  gold,  particularly  around  the 
borders.  The  obverse  features  William  Barber’s  seated  figure  of  Miss 
Liberty,  on  a globe.  Her  left  hand  rests  on  the  sphere  and  her  right 
hand  holds  a pole  with  a liberty  cap.  The  inscription  LIBERTY 
appears  on  the  globe.  Bales  of  cotton  are  at  her  feet,  and  behind  is 
a plow  and  sheaves  of  wheat.  Thirteen  stars  are  above,  and  the  date 
1873  is  below.  The  reverse  features  the  die  ‘Amazonian’  style  re- 
verse, by  William  Barber,  motto  on  ribbon  above  eagle’s  head.” 

PCGS  Population:  2;  1 finer  (Proof-64). 

From  Sotheby’s  King  Farouk  “Palace  Collection,’’  1954,  Empire 
Collection;  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  February  1971,  Lot  918;  Bowers  anil 
Merena’s  sale  of  the  Flarry  W.  Bass, Jr.  Collection,  May  1999,  Lot  1318. 
Illustrated  in  United  States  Patterns  and  Related  Issues,  by  Andrew  IV. 
Pollock,  III,  as  figure  400. 

PCGS  #061585 

Rare  1873  J-1322  Pattern  Trade  Dollar  in  Silver 


Landmark  1873  J-1327  Trade  Dollar 

Regular  Dies  in  Copper 
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934  1873  pattern  trade  dollar.  J-1322,  P-1465.  Rarity-4.  Proof-64 

(PCGS).  Silver.  Reeded  edge.  A popular  entry  in  the  lineup  of 
pattern  trade  dollars  for  the  year  1873  isJ-1322,  as  offered  here.  The 
design  is  by  William  Barber,  and  features  Miss  Liberty,  seated,  ex- 
tending an  olive  branch  toward  the  left,  toward  China,  the  intended 
destination  of  trade  dollars.  The  motif  bears  some  resemblance  to 
the  adopted  style.  The  reverse  illustrates  an  American  eagle,  seem- 
ingly too  small  for  its  surroundings,  giving  it  a cameo  effect  as  there 
is  so  much  open  field  to  the  sides.  It  probably  was  supposed  to  be 
holding  a ribbon  inscribed  E PLURIBUS  UNUM  in  its  beak,  but 
a close  inspection  of  the  design  reveals  that  the  national  bird  didn’t 
grasp  It,  his  beak  is  empty  (except  for  a tongue)  and  the  ribbon  is 
floating  in  air.  The  surrounding  inscriptions  are  similar  to  those 
found  on  the  regular  issue  trade  dollar. 

In  1873,  trade  dollars  were  produced  in  sets  of  six,  including 
this  variety,  and  distributed  to  the  numismatic  trade.  They  were 
well  known  in  their  time,  but  we  have  not  seen  any  contemporary 
correspondence  or  open  offerings.  Whether  they  were  all  sold 
through  favored  dealers  (such  as  John  W.  Haseltine  in  Philadel- 
phia), or  whether  they  were  made  available  more  or  less  openly, 
is  not  known.  A related  situation  is  found  with  pattern  one  cent 
pieces  dated  1858,  but  in  sets  of  12.  It  is  a pleasant  pursuit  to  try  to 
assemble  such  sets  today  one  by  one. 

PCGS  Population:  9;  3 finer  (all  Proof-65). 

PCGS  #061608 


(2.x  photo) 

935  1873  pattern  dollar.  J-1327,  P-1472.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-65  BN 

(PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  If  the  term  exciting  applies  to  any 
coin  in  this  sale — and  it  certainly  applies  to  c]uite  a few — it  can  be 
used  right  here!  Although  we  have  handled  many  pattern  com- 
mercial dollars  and  trade  dollars  over  the  years,  the  1873  is  scarcely 
ever  among  such — even  in  advanced  collections. 

The  present  coin  is  a “must  have”  piece  for  the  advanced 
specialist.  Not  only  is  the  rarity  incredible,  but  the  appearance  is 
simply  gorgeous — mirror  surfaces  ot  mint  orange  lightly  blended 
into  natural  brown  and  iridescence — as  pretty  as  a picture. 

PCGS  #061615 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 
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Incredible  1867  J-596  Rarity  Pattern  $3 

Proof  Dies  in  Copper 

I None  Finer  Graded  by  PCGS 
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(2x  photo) 

1872  pattern  S3.  J-1236,  P-1378.  Rarity-6+.  Proof-65  BN 
(NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  The  Amazonian  patterns  of  1872 
are  among  the  most  sought  in  the  series.  See  our  description  under 
the  1872  quarter  dollar  below.  Far  rarer  than  the  quarter,  half  dollar, 
and  dollar  issues  are  the  Amazonian  gold  denominations,  unique 
if  struck  in  gold,  and  very  rare  if  in  copper  (bronze),  as  here.  The 
present  coin  is  very  attractive  and  has  a mixture  of  gold,  blue,  and 
magenta  toning.  While  the  earlier  offered  1867  copper  striking  from 
regular  dies  would  be  nice  for  a type  set  of  pattern  denominations, 
the  present  Amazonian  is  the  ultimate.  If  you  want  the  ultimate 
“trophy”  design,  this  is  it. 

NGC  Census:  1;  2 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-66  RB  finest). 

PCGS  #061508 


(2x  photo) 

1867  pattern  $3.  J-596,  P-660.  Rarity-7+.  Proof-64  BN 
(PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Fitting  in  nicely  with  our  offering 
ol  several  other  copper  (actually  bronze)  strikings  of  1867-dated 
coins,  this  S3  is  especially  desirable — for  patterns  of  this  particular 
denomination  are  few  and  far  betw'een.  The  present  coin  has  a nice 
light  brownish  gold  appearance,  slightly  mottled,  and  with  some 
hints  of  blue.  The  striking  is  excellent,  and  all  aspects  are  in  good 
order.  There  are  many  ways  to  collect  pattern  coins,  and  one  is  to 
acquire  an  example  of  each  of  the  different  denominations.  This 
S3  may  answer  the  call  for  such  a quest. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #060808 

1872  Amazonian  Pattern  $3 

J-1236  in  Copper 


1872J-1241  Pattern  $5 

Amazonian  Issue  in  Copper 


(2x  photo) 

1872  pattern  $5.  J-1241,  P-1383.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-63  BN 
(NGC).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Mottled  iridescent  and  magenta 
toning  over  copper  surfaces.  The  reverse  is  the  famous  “Amazo- 
nian” eagle  by  Chief  Engraver  William  Barber,  as  found  on  the 
Amazonian  pattern  silver  issues  of  the  same  year.  The  obverse  is  a 
distinctive  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty,  also  by  Barber,  found  on  the 
illustrious  set  of  patterns  complete  from  the  dollar  to  the  double 
eagle,  unprecedented  in  American  coinage.  A unique  set  exists 
in  gold  (it  was  displayed  last  October  at  the  Atlanta  Coin  Expo 
sponsored  by  Whitman). 

NGC  Census:  1;  4 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-65  BN  fin- 
est). 

PCGS  #061513 

1878  J-1576  Pattern  $5 

Solo  Finest  Graded 


(2x  photo) 

1878  pattern  $5.  J-1576,  P-1769.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-66  BN 
(PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  A splendid  specimen,  with 
beautiful  mirror  surfaces  toned  light  brown  and  blue.  The  finest 
graded  by  PCGS,  with  no  competitors  to  the  left,  right,  or  above. 
Sharply  struck.  A very  nice  example,  qualitv'-wise,  of  this  design 
by  Barber. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #061940 


936 
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1863  J-350  $10  Copper  Pattern 


(2x  photo) 

940  1863  pattern  $10.  J-350,  P-422.  Rarity-6-.  Proof-64  BN 

(PCGS).  Copper.  Reeded  edge.  Made  in  fair  numbers,  and  across 
different  die  varieties,  the  motto-related  patterns  of  this  era  are 
popular  to  collect  today.  The  present  coin  is  rich  brown,  probably 
issued  this  way,  known  as  bronzed finish.  The  striking  is  exquisite  on 
both  sides.  The  key  feature  is  the  experimental  motto  IN  GOD 
WE  TRUST  on  the  reverse,  in  a ribbon  above  the  eagle. 

RCGS  Population:  3;  6 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-66  BN 
finest). 

PCGS  #060512 


Proof  1868  $10  in  Aluminum 

Finest  Graded  J-664 
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(2x  photo) 


1868  pattern  $10.  J-664,  P-739.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-65  (PCGS). 

Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  If  you  do  not  buy  this,  you  may  have  to 
wait  years  for  another  opportunity.  Rarities  such  as  this  are  where 
you  find  them — and  opportunity  can  often  be  more  important  than 
the  price  paid.  Fewer  than  a dozen  1868  $10  pieces  in  aluminum, 
from  regular  dies,  exist  today. 

The  present  specimen  is  particularly  choice,  graded  gem 
Proof-65  by  PCGS,  none  finer.  It  is  well  struck  and  has  excellent 
eye  appeal. 

PCGS  Population:  2;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #060882 
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Rare  1857  $20  Reverse  Trial 


Incredible  1868  Proof  $20 

Regular  Dies  in  Aluminum 


942  1857  S20  reverse  die  trial.  White  metal.  J-A1857-7,  P-3149. 

Rarity-7.  As  made.  164.8  grains,  36.1  inni.  Bright  lustrous  pale 
silver  gray,  barely  mellowed  in  the  fields.  Only  the  most  minor 
spotting  is  noted  with  a glass,  no  raised  corrosion  or  other  prob- 
lems, only  minor  natural  flaws  around  edge.  A beautiful  example  of 
Paquet’s  design,  one  that  was  never  actually  produced  into  normal 
two-sided  pattern  strikings.  Thejudd  book  notes  that  some  are  cast 
and  some  are  struck — this  piece  is  struck  on  a pre-made  planchct. 
The  newest  Judd  edition  notes  that  only  five  are  known. 

It  produced  the  year  Paquet  was  hired  by  the  Mint,  this  die 
stands  as  among  the  first  of  the  efforts  leading  up  to  the  tamed 
Paquet  reverse  of  1861.  This  is  dated  to  1857  based  upon  Judd’s 
citation  that  one  was  given  to  Dr.  J.T.  Barclay  in  July  of  that  year, 
though  Mrssrs.  Hodder,  Ford,  and  Rubin  called  that  date  into 
question  in  their  well-researched  1991  ANA  Anthology  article  on 
Paquet  $20s,  perhaps  placing  it  in  1 860.  Regardless,  this  trial  is  very 
rare  and  important  both  for  what  it  is  (a  19th-century  die  trial)  and 
for  what  it  precedes  (one  of  the  most  famous  of  all  American  gold 
coins).  It  is  visually  superior  to  others  from  this  die  we  have  seen 
illustrated,  including  the  Kosoff  and  Garrett  specimens.  It  will  be 
a prize  for  an  advanced  student  of  pattern  issues. 

This  piece,  struck  on  a pre-made  planchet,  is  best  called  a soft  metal  trial. 
A splasher,  similar  and  also  struck  in  soft  metal,  was  usually  produced  on 
an  amorphous  “splash”  of  metal  that  was  poured  as  liquid,  then  impressed 
with  a die. 


(2x  pliolo) 

943  1868  pattern  $20.  J-665,  P-740.  Rarity-7-.  Proof-64  Cameo 

(NGC).  Aluminum.  Reeded  edge.  An  incredible  opportunity,  an 
incredible  coin.  Regular  Proof  dies  for  the  1868  double  eagle  cre- 
ated this  impression  in  aluminum,  probably  as  part  of  an  aluminum 
Proof  set  in  that  year.  The  surfaces  are  brilliant  and  reflective.  The 
obverse  has  some  light  planchet  laminations.  A splendid  coin,  a treat 
to  the  eye,  and  a capstone  for  any  pattern  exhibit.  Very  few  off-metal 
impressions  from  regular  dies  are  known  throughout  the  series.  The 
offering  of  an  example  such  as  this  always  draws  great  attention. 

Consider  the  opportunity,  and  then  bid  liberally.  It  may  be  a 
long  time  until  another  is  available.  It  should  also  be  remembered 
that  often  today’s  record  price  set  at  auction  is  the  starting  price 
of  the  auction  of  a similar  item  years  down  the  line.  In  our  own 
experience  involving  rarities,  we  have  set  many  records  at  auction 
for  coins,  tokens,  medals,  and  paper  money.  Often  descriptions  for 
rarities  in  our  catalogues  and  others  will  state  that  this  coin  brought 
a certain  price  when  we  handled  it  five  years  ago,  since  which  time 
there  have  been  none  on  the  market.  The  price  of  five  years  past  may 
have  been  a record,  but  often  it  proves  to  be  incredibly  inexpensive 
compared  to  the  offering  the  next  time  around. 

NGC  Census:  2;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (l’root-65  Cameo). 

PCGS  #060883 
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Gold  Dollars 


All  gold  dollar  photographs  are  2x. 


944 


1849  Open  Wreath.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A sharply  struck,  lustrous, 
and  very  attractive  example.  The  sharp  striking  is  particularly  no- 
table and  should  command  a significant  premium.  Both  sides  are 
light  yellow  gold  with  some  hints  of  orange.  There  is  a tiny  toning 
spot  near  the  first  star  and  some  flecks  at  the  border  of  the  upper 
left  of  the  obverse.  Under  magnification  some  clash  marks  can 
be  seen  on  the  reverse  at  the  center  of  the  wreath,  an  interesting 
feature  which  is  more  typical  of  this  date  than  not.  A very  pleasing 
and  significantly  above  average  example  of  an  MS-63  gold  dollar 
of  this  date  and  variety. 

PCGS  #007502 


947 


1851  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  pristine  and  undip- 
ped. (Many  coins  have  been  brightened  to  pale  yellow  by  dipping 
or  conserving — this  piece  has  natural  warmth.)  Well  struck  on  both 
sides.  A tiny  toning  area  is  seen  on  the  reverse  at  the  first  digit  of 
the  date.  A significantly  above  average  example,  one  that  will  find 
its  ideal  home  in  a high-quality  type  set. 

PCGS  #007513 


946  1851  MS-63  (NGC).  A nicely  struck  example  with  subdued  but 

deep  lustre  on  both  sides.  A distinct  possibility  for  inclusion  in  a 
gold  type  set. 

PCGS  #007513 


948 


Landmark  Quality  1851-0  Gold  $1 

Finest  PCGS  Grade 


1851-0  MS-66  (PCGS).  Every  once  in  a while  there  is  a coin  that 
is  truly  a landmark — so  rare  that  few  others  exist  on  the  market  or 
in  private  collections,  and  so  nice  that  it  beckons  to  be  bought. 
The  present  1851-0  is  such  an  instance.  The  striking  is  excellent, 
including  the  hair  detail,  the  stars,  the  date,  the  wreath,  and  ev- 
erything else.  The  lustre  is  rich,  nicely  toned  over  a century  and  a 
half,  with  yellow-orange  gold  and  whispers  of  iridescence.  The  O 
mintmark  is  all-important,  for  branch  mint  gold  dollars  were  not 
saved  when  they  were  issued — not  even  the  Mint  Cabinet  sought 
an  example.  Such  pieces  went  into  circulation,  where  they  quickly 
became  worn.  For  the  gold  dollar  specialist  this  will  be  a “must 
have”  coin. 

PCGS  Population;  2;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #007516 


Memorable  Gem  1851-0  Gold  Dollar 

Very  High  Grade 


1851-0  MS-65  (PCGS).  Playing  bridesmaid  to  the  earlier  offered 
MS-66  is  this  lovely  MS-65,  also  certified  by  PCGS,  and,  believe 
it  or  not,  with  virtually  identical  surface  toning  and  characteristics. 
We  cannot  help  but  wonder  if  these  two  were  kept  together  for  a 
long  period  of  time. 

On  its  own  this  1851-0  is  one  of  the  nicest  to  come  on  the 
market  in  recent  times.  While  the  assigned  grade  is  very  important, 
we  hasten  to  say  once  again  that  sharpness  of  strike  and  aesthetic 
appeal  certainly  have  their  value.  Everything  nice  is  present  here. 

PCGS  Population;  15;  2 finer  (both  MS-66). 

PCGS  #007516 
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Gem  Mint  State  1852  $1 

Incredible  Quality 


949  1852  MS-65  (PCGS).  With  full  details  on  both  sides,  lustrous 

fields,  and  vvarni  toning,  this  is  an  1852  gold  dollar  to  be  remem- 
bered. The  specialist  will  want  this  coin  to  till  the  space,  if  it  is  still 
open.  However,  it  will  probably  go  to  someone  building  an  exqui- 
site cpality  tv'pe  set,  to  illustrate  the  1849  through  1854  design. 

PCGS  #007517 


950  1852-C  AU-55  (NGC).  The  1852-C  is  scarce  in  all  grades.  This 

piece  has  seen  a number  of  years  in  circulation,  with  the  result  that 
lustre  is  seen  only  in  protected  places  on  the  obverse  and  reverse. 
Lightly  struck  at  center. 

PCGS  #007518 


951  1853  MS-64  (NGC).  A very  nice  gold  dollar  with  full  details 

everywhere,  nice  lustre,  brilliance,  and  a pleasing  personality.  Ideal 
for  a type  set  or  a specialized  collection. 

PCGS  #007521 


Choice  1853-0  Dollar 


952  1853-0  MS-64  (PCGS).  A very  nice  example  of  this  New  Orleans 

Mint  issue.  Well  struck  overall,  and  with  warm  yellow-orange 
toning.  Some  scattered  marks  are  seen  in  the  obverse  field  but  are 
mostly  masked  by  the  lustre.  Interestingly,  when  the  coin  is  viewed 
at  certain  angles  these  marks  completely  disappear!  Few  1853-0 
dollars  are  this  nice. 

PCGS  Population:  15;  5 finer  (IVlS-66  finest). 

PCGS  #007524 


Mint  State  1854  Type  II  Dollar 


953  1854  Type  II.  MS-61  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  at  the  MS-61 

grade,  this  piece  has  rich  lustrous  surfaces.  The  fields  are  somewhat 
irregular,  as  made,  from  die  clashing — which  for  the  gold  dollar 
specialist  will  lend  interest.  For  others  the  monetary  effect  will  be 
neutral.  The  striking  is  about  typical  for  the  Type  II,  with  some 
lightness  at  the  center.  On  both  obverse  and  reverse  are  some  of 
the  most  interesting  clash  marks  we  have  ever  seen  on  a gold  dollar 
of  this  type.  As  such  it  is  well  worth  an  extended  look  during  lot 
viewing. 

The  Type  II  gold  dollar  was  found  to  be  unsatisfactory  as  pieces  would 
not  strike  up  properly  in  the  coining  press.  The  high  relief  at  the  center  of  the 
obverse  was  opposite  the  date  on  the  reverse,  and  there  was  not  enough  metal 
to  completely  fill  both  sides.  In  1856  the  Type  III  with  a lower  relief  obverse 
was  put  in  place,  after  which  the  problem  of  striking  was  minimized. 

PCGS  #007531 


954  1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  with  much  lustre, 

particularly  on  the  reverse.  Some  lightness  of  strike  at  the  center  as 
typical  for  the  variety.  Clash  marks  are  seen  within  the  wreath  at 
the  center,  the  outline  of  Miss  Liberty’s  head,  inverted.  These  are 
the  rule,  not  the  exception,  for  gold  dollars  of  this  type. 

PCGS  #007531 


955  1854  Type  II.  AU-58  (NGC).  An  attractive  e.xample  with  warm 

lustre  of  orange,  gold,  and  iridescence.  Lightly  struck  at  the  cen- 
ters, the  hallmark  of  the  Type  II  design,  but  with  the  date  fairly 
bold.  Some  clash  marks  are  seen  within  the  wTeath  on  the  reverse, 
interesting  and  typical. 

PCGS  #007531 
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Lustrous  1855  Gold  Dollar 

Excellent  Strike 


956  1855  MS-63  (PCGS).  Here  is  an  exceptional  example  of  the  1855 

dollar.  It  is  a very  good  strike,  sharp  in  most  details,  including  the 
ostrich  plumes,  most  of  the  hair  of  Liberty,  the  lettering,  and  the 
all  important  date  on  the  reverse.  Not  many  gold  dollars  of  1855 
or,  for  that  matter,  the  entire  Type  II  motif,  can  match  this.  The 
eye  appeal  is  excellent  as  well. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  this  coin  was  selected  by  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr., 
as  he  was  one  of  the  greatest  connoisseurs  of  our  age.  As  a reality 
check,  in  the  marketplace  you  would  probably  have  to  examine 
10  to  20  MS-63  gold  dollars  of  the  1855  date  to  find  its  equal,  if 
even  then. 

From  Bowers  and  Merena’s  sale  of  the  Harry  W.  Bass,  Jr.  Collection, 
October  1999,  Lot  93. 

PCGS  #007532 


Memorable  Quality  1858-S  Gold  Dollar 

Lustrous  Mint  State 


Lustrous  1859-C  Gold  Dollar 


958  1859-C  AU-55  (PCGS).  Mostly  brilliant  surfaces  with  just  a 

hint  of  olive  gold  on  the  reverse.  The  strike  is  about  average  with 
softness  noted  on  the  high  points  of  Liberty’s  hair  and  at  the  tips  of 
the  feathers  in  her  headdress.  On  the  reverse,  the  O and  second  L 
in  DCDLLAR  are  weak.  A nice  example  of  the  1859-C  gold  dollar, 
one  of  the  several  gold  dollars  of  this  era  with  its  own  personality. 

Gold  dollars  dated  1859-C  do  not  exist  with  the  combination  of  sharp- 
ness, lustre,  and  excellent  planchets  that  are  seen  on  coins  of  this  era  from 
the  Philadelphia  and  San  Francisco  Mints.  In  the  present  instance  there  is 
lightness  at  the  center,  some  indistinctness  of  the  letters  (which  are  in  high 
relief  and  bold)  and,  on  the  reverse,  planchet  irregularities  at  the  center, 
and  weakness  at  O (DOLLAR).  The  wreath  details,  except  for  the  ribbon 
bow,  are  extremely  sharp. 

As  a general  overview,  among  circulation  strikes  of  this  era,  the  sharpest 
and  finest  are  from  San  Francisco,  followed  very  closely  by  Philadelphia. 
Dahlonega  lags  several  lengths  behind,  and  Charlotte  is  a length  or  two 
behind  Dahlonega.  All  of  these  characteristics  make  the  pursuit  of  collect- 
ing a set  of  gold  dollars  fascinating.  This  is  a prime  example  in  which  the 
assigning  of  a single  grading  number  to  a coin  falls  short  of  transmitting 
much  useful  information  to  buyers. 

PCGS  #007552 


957 


■ 


1858-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  well  struck,  and  lustrous,  this 
coin  will  have  a magnetic  appeal  to  the  specialist.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  are  deeply  frosty.  There  are  contact  marks,  to  be  sure, 
but  these  have  been  factored  in  when  grading  the  coin.  Relatively 
tew  San  Francisco  Mint  gold  dollars  survive  in  condition  equal  to 
this. 

PCGS  Population:  I ; 3 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

PCGS  #007550 


Incredible  1860-S  Gold  Dollar 
Gem  Mint  State 
A Landmark 


959 


1860-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  The  1860-S  is  scarce  enough  in  grades 
such  as  AU  or  even  MS-60.  However,  in  gem  MS-65  (PCGS), 
all  bets  are  off — it  is  the  only  one  graded,  and,  equally  important. 
It  is  sharply  struck  and  has  wonderful  eye  appeal.  Whatever  you 
pay — and  it  probably  will  be  a record  price — ^you  will  actually  own 
the  coin  after  the  sale,  whereas  the  next  day  all  of  the  other  gold 
dollar  specialists  in  America  will  still  be  hunting  for  one. 

Gold  dollars  of  the  San  Francisco  Miirt  were  not  saved  for  nu- 
mismatic purposes  during  this  era,  and  not  even  the  Mint  Cabinet 
set  aside  examples  for  display.  All  went  into  circulation,  where  they 
saw  extensive  use.  The  survival  of  a Mint  State  coin  was  strictly  a 
matter  of  rare  chance.  We  have  handled  our  share,  perhaps  more 
than  our  share,  of  high  quality  gold  dollars  over  the  years,  and  can 
s,iy  that  this  piece  is  truly  one  of  the  most  memorable  ever. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; none  finer. 

PCGS  #007557 


A 
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Superb  Gem  1866  Gold  Dollar 

Among  Finest  Graded 


Gem  Proof  1887  Gold  Dollar 


960 


1866  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  of  the  1866  gold  dollar, 
the  present  piece  is  highly  prooBike.  IfPCGS  had  been  inclined  to 
do  so,  they  could  have  called  this  DPL  (following  the  procedure 
they  use  for  Morgan  dollars).  Both  obverse  and  reverse  are  superbly 
struck — with  excellent  detail  in  all  areas.  Generally,  on  gold  dol- 
lars of  the  Type  111  design,  the  first  place  to  look  for  weakness  is 
on  the  ribbon  knot  on  the  reverse.  Sometimes  the  center  is  light 
also.  Another  place  is  the  highest  area  of  Miss  Liberty’s  hair  on  the 
obverse,  right  below  LI  (LIBERTY).  The  tips  of  the  ostrich  plumes 
need  to  be  checked  as  well. 

Under  examination  the  cause  for  this  Deep  Mirror  Prooflike 
characteristic  becomes  readily  evident.  The  dies  came  together 
without  an  intervening  planchet,  resulting  in  a transfer  impression 
of  the  reverse  die  upon  the  obverse  die  and  vdee  versa.  To  correct 
this,  the  die  pair  was  removed  from  the  press,  taken  to  the  machine 
shop  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint,  and  relapped,  given  a high  degree 
of  polish  in  the  process.  However,  the  polish  is  not  so  deep  as  to 
remove  all  of  the  clash  marks.  The  remaining  ones  are  interesting 
to  contemplate,  including  part  of  the  word  LIBERTY  raised  on 
the  reverse  below  the  date.  For  the  gold  dollar  specialist  this  is 
indeed  a find. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  5 finer  (MS-68  finest). 

Dave  Bowers  andjohn  Dannreuther  plan  to  put  their  collective  expertise 
together  to  create  a book  on  gold  dollars.  Research  has  been  ongoing  for 
some  time,  but  the  work  remains  to  be  compiled,  finessed,  and  edited.  As 
you  might  expect,  this  wiU  teU  you  aU  you  ever  wanted  to  know  about  gold 
dollars,  plus,  probably,  a few  things  you  never  dreamed  of  asking  about. 

PCGS  #007565 

Gorgeous  Prooflike  1880  Gold  $1 


961 


1880  MS-66  (PCGS) . This  specimen  is  thrilhng  to  behold — sharp- 
ly struck  and  nearly  fully  prooflike — a wonderful  gem.  While  the 
1880  gold  dollar  is  often  seen  this  way,  in  good  company  with  some 
dated  1881  and  a few  dated  1879  (see  Dave  Bowers’  American  Coin 
Treasures  and  Hoards),  the  market  is  so  wide  that  whenever  they  are 
offered  such  pieces  are  snapped  up.  If  you  want  a single  gold  dollar 
to  illustrate  the  Type  111  design  in  a set,  bid  on  this.  You  will  be 
delighted  with  the  quality  when  the  coin  arrives  in  your  mailbox 
(or  when  you  see  it  in  advance  during  lot  viewing). 

PCGS  #007581 


964  1889  MS-65  (PCGS).  A splendid  1889  gold  dollar,  this  piece  is 

so  nice  that  you  have  our  permission  to  call  it  MS-66.  The  striking 
is  superb,  the  lustre  is  great,  and  the  toning  is  the  ever-desirable 
warm  yellow-gold.  Possibly  this  is  one  of  a few  pieces  distributed 
years  ago  from  a small  hoard  of  these  (see  Bowers’  American  Coin 
Treasures  and  Hoards).  This  coin  is  absolutely  and  positively  a gem, 
ideal  for  a date  set  or  for  a specialized  collection. 

PCGS  #007590 


962  1887  Proof-65  (NGC).  A lovely  example  of  this  issue,  with  frosted 

cameo  motifs  (although  not  attributed  as  such)  against  mirrorlike 
surfaces.  An  attractive  example  of  this  popular  date.  Although  1 ,043 
Proofs  are  reported  to  have  been  struck,  and  perhaps  they  were, 
most  of  the  action  in  gold  dollars  of  this  era  was  from  speculators 
and  jewelers.  Numismatic  demand  was  secondary.  Accordingly,  the 
supply  of  examples  remaining  does  not  correlate  with  the  quantities 
produced. 

NGC  Census:  4;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #007588 

Superb  Gem  1889  Gold  Dollar 


963  1889  MS-66  (PCGS) . Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  desirable.  Likely  from 

the  old  time  hoard  that  yielded  a number  of  memorable  gems. 
PCGS  #007590 
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I 

Quarter  Eagles 


965  1796  Breen-2.  Rarity-5.  Stars.  AU-58  (NGC).  Even  medium 

yellow  gold  with  underlying  lustre  on  both  sides,  a bit  more  promi- 
nent in  protected  regions  of  the  designs.  A sharp  specimen  of  this 
remarkable  rarity,  one  ofjust  432  specimens  thought  to  have  been 
struck  in  this  first  year  of  quarter  eagle  production.  Some  extremely 
faint  vestiges  of  adjustment  marks  are  seen  in  the  soft  spot  of  the 
upper  shield  and  eagle’s  breast,  less  than  often  encountered.  A single 
nick  is  visible  below  M of  AMERICA,  another  smaller  contact 
point  inside  star  13,  other  individual  marks  of  similar  size  in  front 
of  the  lips  and  on  Liberty’s  cheekbone  serve  as  identifiers,  some 
minor  hairlines  as  typical  of  this  grade  level. 

The  1796  With  Stars  is  almost  impossibly  rare  in  true  Mint  State. 


While  five  examples  may  have  traded  hands  in  10  years  between 
1994  and  2004  according  to  the  Dannreuther-Garrett  reference, 
David  Akers  recorded  only  six  appearances  (not  different  coins)  in 
that  grade  range  in  the  three  decades  between  1944  and  1974!  We 
have  been  fortunate  enough  to  offer  a few  With  Stars  quarter  eagles 
of  this  date,  only  two  ofwhich  were  graded  finer  than  this  example, 
including  the  magnificent  gem  MS-65  piece  in  the  Gentleman’s 
Collection.  Specialists  appreciate  how  elusive  this  variety  is — rarer 
than  the  more  famous  No  Stars  type' — and  we  expect  strong  bid- 
ding on  this  piece. 

NGC  Cen.sus:  5;  10  finer  (MS-65  finest). 

PCGS  #007647 


Important  1796  With  Stars  $2.50  Rarity 
AU-58  (NGC) 
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Rare  and  Important  1808  $2.50 

One  Year  Type 


Exceptional  1841-C  Quarter  Eagle 

Among  Finest  Graded 


* IAmerican  Numismatic  Rarities 


(2x  photo) 

966  1808  Breen-1.  Rarity-4.  AU-55  (NGC).  Bright  even  yellow  gold 
with  some  coppery  toning  and  hints  of  lustre  surviving  in  protected 
areas.  A short  scratch  inside  of  star  12  serves  as  an  identifier,  but 
there  are  no  major  marks  or  negative  impacts  on  the  strong  eye 
appeal,  just  some  minor  hairlines  and  a few  little  abrasions  on  the 
cheek.  Of  the  2,710  examples  of  this  one-year-only  design  type 
struck,  no  more  than  a tiny  proportion  of  the  mintage — probably 
tar  less  than  10‘Xi — still  exists  in  all  grades  for  today’s  specialists. 
Indeed,  if  a poll  of  informed  numismatists  was  taken,  the  1808 
quarter  eagle  might  be  voted  the  rarest  individual  design  type  in 
U.S.  numismatics!  As  it  is,  demand  for  this  rarity  in  any  grade  far 
exceeds  supply;  the  absolute  need  for  this  issue  in  a gold  type  set 
is  one  driving  factor.  This  piece  saw  only  light  circulation,  is  well 
detailed,  and  will  serve  the  needs  of  a patient  type  collector  who 
has  long  sought  an  acceptable  specimen  of  this  great  rarity. 

PCGS  #007660 

967  1834  B-6138.  EF-45  (ANACS).  A nicely  struck  specimen  in 
warm  yellow-orange  gold.  A pleasing  example  of  the  first  year  of 
the  Classic  Head  style. 

PCGS  #007692 

Lustrous  Mint  State  1834  $2.50 


969  1841-C  AU-58  (PCGS).  Standing  but  one  coin  from  the  top  of 

the  PCGS  listing,  this  coin  is  exceptional  in  its  quality.  Both  obverse 
and  reverse  are  very  attractive  to  the  eye,  with  warm  orange-yellow 
color.  The  striking  is  considerably  above  average.  Only  10,281 
were  struck  of  this  issue,  in  an  era  in  which  there  was  absolutely 
no  numismatic  interest  in  saving  them.  Most  were  lost,  melted,  or 
otherwise  disappeared.  Today  relatively  few  exist,  with  fewer  still 
in  the  combination  of  high  grade  and  eye  appeal  as  this. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  1 finer  (MS-6()), 

PCGS  #007721 


(2x  photo) 

971  1843-D  AU-55  (NGC).  A lovely  light  gold  example.  Some  lustre 

remains,  particularly  on  the  reverse.  The  strike  is  quite  good,  bet- 
ter than  often  seen  for  Dahlonega.  A splendid  example,  not  a great 
rarity,  but  combining  high  grade  with  the  allure  of  the  Dahlonega 
Mint. 

PCGS  #007730 


968 


(2x  photo) 

1834  B-6140.  MS-63  (NGC).  Warm  yellow  gold  surfaces  with 
considerable  lustre  and  traces  of  reflectivity  in  the  obverse  fields. 
A thin  scratch  is  noted  from  star  one  to  the  chin,  but  the  coin  is 
quite  attractive  overall. 

PCGS  #007692 


970  1843  AU-58  (NGC)  . An  attractive  exampile  of  the  1843  Philadel- 

phia Mint  quarter  eagle,  bright  yellow  gold  and  very  lustrous.  The 
striking  is  above  average  on  the  obverse,  but  on  the  reverse  shows 
some  lightness  at  the  lower  left,  this  being  typical.  A coin  with  a 
great  deal  of  eye  appeal — not  always  the  case  for  gold  at  the  AU 
level. 

PCGS  #007727 


Lovely  1843-D  Quarter  Eagle 
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(2x  photo) 

976  1857-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  ot'the  1857-0 

quarter  eagle,  this  piece  is  significantly  above  average  in  striking 
sharpness  and  has  a great  deal  of  eye  appeal.  Both  sides  are  from 
dies  that  were  partially  prooflike  and  partially  lustrous.  The  coin, 
just  a whisper  away  from  Mint  State,  has  an  aesthetic  appeal  equaled 


972 


973 


1846-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  Very  attractive  and  quite  well  struck, 
with  warm  coloring  on  both  sides,  and  with  a great  deal  of  eye  ap- 
peal. The  term  “Condition  Census”  is  not  appropriate  for  much 
other  than  large  copper  cents,  we  have  been  given  to  understand, 
but  certainly  if  this  were  a large  cent  it  would  be  called  that.  No 
matter,  the  piece  is  one  of  the  finest  on  the  market. 

PCGS  Population:  12;  4 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

PCGS  #007742 


(2x  photo) 

974  1850-C  AU-50  (NGC).  A very  nice  example  at  the  lower  AU 

range,  this  1850-C  has  warm  toning  on  obverse  and  reverse,  is 
fairly  well  struck,  and  is  quite  pleasing  to  the  eye.  It  will  certainly 
fill  the  1850-C  space  for  a dedicated  specialist. 

PCGS  #007756 


Important  Quality  1854-D  $2.50 

Only  3,180  Minted 


Appealing  1857-D  Quarter  Eagle 

Sharply  Struck  and  Beautiful 


^ _ __________ 

Choice  1843-0  Quarter  Eagle 

Small  Date 


Quarter  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 

1843-0  Small  Date.  MS-63  (PCGS).  A pleasing  example  of 
the  1843-0  Small  Date,  this  piece  is  above  average  in  sharpness  of 
strike,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  A find  for  the  specialist. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  4 finer  (aU  MS-64). 

The  four-digit  logotype  used  on  the  1843  quarter  eagles  from  aU  mints 
was  incorrectly  made.  The  digits  18  are  shghtly  smaller  than  the  digits  43. 
During  this  era  at  the  Philadelphia  Mint  there  were  quite  a few  blunders 
in  die  making  and  related  processes,  and  this  is  one  of  them.  Walter  Breen 
and  a few  others  have  pinned  the  blame  on  James  B.  Longacre,  which  is 
fine,  unless  you  consider  that  Longacre  did  not  work  at  the  Mint  until  1844, 
by  which  time  some  of  these  blunders  had  already  occurred.  Likely  one  or 
more  of  the  workmen  were  involved,  as  die  making,  a mechanical  process, 
was  not  the  work  of  the  chief  engraver. 

PCGS  #007731 


High-Grade  1846-D  $2.50  Gold 

Only  Four  Finer  Graded 


(2x  photo) 


975  1854-D  AU-58  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  with  superb  eye  ap- 

peal, this  1854-D  is  one  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  of  this  highly 
important,  low-mintage  date.  The  striking  is  quite  good,  above 
average,  but  with  some  light  weakness  at  the  lower  left  of  the  shield. 
The  fields  are  excellent,  some  lustre  still  remains,  and  from  a visual 
viewpoint  this  is  certainly  one  of  the  finest  in  existence. 

PCGS  Population:  6;  4 finer  (MS-62  finest). 

PCGS  #007771 


AU  1850-C 
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Choice  1860  Quarter  Eagle 

Type  II  Reverse 


by  few  others  of  this  date  and  mint.  Only  2,364  were  struck,  far 
and  away  the  lowest  mintage  of  the  year,  indeed  only  about  one- 
fifteenth  of  that  of  its  closest  competitor  (1857-0  with  34,000). 
We  recommend  that  you  consider  this  coin  carefully.  The  market 
price  is  apt  to  be  reasonable,  the  rarity  is  unquestioned,  and  the  eye 
appeal  is  extraordinary. 

PCGS  #007783 


Lustrous  1863-S  Quarter  Eagle 

A San  Francisco  Rarity 


Q 978 


1861  MS-64  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  yellow  gold.  Needle  sharp 
strike.  A nice  coin  for  a type  set,  except  that  the  same  design,  un- 
changed, is  much  more  easily  available  from  dates  around  the  turn 
of  the  20th  century. 

In  the  twilight  days  of  December,  1861,  banks  stopped  paying 
out  gold  coins.  The  outcome  of  the  Civil  War  was  uncertain — ear- 
lier viewed  as  an  easy  win  by  the  Yankees,  but  now  lapsed  into 
a drawn-out  struggle  with  victories  for  both  sides.  As  a security 
measure,  “hard  nroney”  began  to  be  withdrawn  from  circulation.  In 
January  1862  gold  coins  were  available  only  at  a premium  in  terms 
of  paper  money.  Soon  afterward,  when  Legal  Tender  notes  were 
released  in  quantity,  with  no  backing  except  the  good  faith  of  the 
government,  silver  coins  began  to  be  taken  out  of  circulation.  All 
were  gone  by  early  summer.  We  don’t  know,  but  it  is  quite  likely 
that  this  particular  1861  quarter  eagle  may  have  been  set  aside  by 
someone  in  that  year  as  a little  nest  egg. 

PCGS  #097794 


979 


(2x  photo) 

1863-S  AU-58  (NGC).  A lovely  example  of  this  scarce  1863-S, 
which  is  olten  encountered  in  grades  such  as  VF  and  EF.  The  pres- 
ent coin  is  richly  lustrous  on  both  sides  and  has  a great  deal  of  eye 
appeal.  For  the  quarter  eagle  specialist  this  is  indeed  a find. 

NGC  Census:  10;  6 finer  (MS-62  finest). 

PCGS  #007799 


977 


1860  Type  II.  MS-64  (NGC).  A lustrous,  well  struck,  and  beauti- 
ful example  of  the  1860  quarter  eagle  wdth  the  reverse  details  slightly 
modified.  Although  this  reverse  difference  is  not  widely  collected, 
it  is  becoming  better  known  than  it  used  to  be,  and,  increasingly, 
there  is  a demand  for  it.  You  can  anticipate  the  future  by  buying 
this  one — for  if  they  ever  become  widely  popular,  you  will  be  sitting 
pretty! 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #007791 


980  1871-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  One 

of  the  more  available  San  Francisco  Mint  quarter  eagles  from  this 
era,  but  still  scarce. 

PCGS  #007814 


981  1877-S  MS-62  (NGC)  . Lustrous  surfaces  are  somewhat  prooflike. 

Warm  yellow-orange  gold.  A nice  example  of  this  late  date  San 
Francisco  quarter  eagle. 

PCGS  #007827 


982  1894  MS-63  (NGC).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  and  quite  attractive. 

A nice  example  of  this  date  and  mint.  Considerably  scarcer  than 
quarter  eagles  of  a decade  later. 

PCGS  #007846 


983  1903  MS-66  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous.  A very 

high-grade  example  of  this  popular  date. 

PCGS  #007855 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


984  1903  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  warm  orange-yellow  toning. 

Well  struck. 

PCGS  #007855 


Beautiful  Proof  1906  $2.50  Gold 


985  1905  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Attractive  in  all  as- 

pects. 

PCGS  #007857 


Gem  Proof  1906  Quarter  Eagle 

Among  Finest  Extant 


987  1906  Proof-64  CAMEO  (ANACS).  A very  attractive  Proof  of  the 

standard  type  of  this  year,  with  the  motifs  a cross  between  polished 
in  the  die  and  somewhat  satiny.  Well  struck  with  magnificent  detail, 
warm  yellow-orange  gold  color  indicates  that  it  has  not  been  dipped 
or  conserved.  There  are  a few  scattered  marks  in  the  obverse  field, 
noticeable  under  magnification,  but  overall  the  coin  checks  in  with 
a high  level  of  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #007932 


Gem  1908  Indian  Head  $2.50 

First  Year  of  Issue 


986  1906  Proof-66  CAM  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  of  the  Proof 

1906,  this  coin  has  it  all — high  assigned  grade,  virtually  perfect 
surfaces,  excellent  color,  and  superb  eye  appeal.  Although  160  were 
minted,  relatively  few  survive  in  the  grade  offered  here.  A “keeper” 
deserving  of  a place  in  an  advanced  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (both  Proof-67 
CAM). 

The  portrait  ofMiss  Liberty  on  this  coin  and  all  other  1906  quarter  eagles 
is  a hybrid  between  lightly  pohshed  in  the  die  and  frosty.  Beginning  in  1902 
at  the  new  Philadelphia  Mint  (building  first  occupied  in  autumn  1901 ) , most 
Proofs  were  produced  in  a different  way,  with  the  portrait  of  Miss  Liberty 
polished  in  the  die.  Perhaps  someone  new  was  on  hand  in  the  Metal  Depart- 
ment where  these  were  made,  or  there  may  be  some  other  explanation.  The 
coins  of  1903,  the  following  year,  were  not  polished  as  deeply  in  the  die, 
and  by  1906  much  of  the  old  cameo  style  had  returned. 

PCGS  #087932 


(2x  photo) 


988 


(2x  photo) 

1908  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  warm  yellow- 
orange  color.  A nice  example  of  the  first  issue  in  the  Indian  Head 
quarter  eagle  series. 

The  intention  was  that  the  quarter  eagle  and  half  eagle  would  be  designed 
by  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens.  However,  that  artist  died  (on  August  7,  1907) 
before  undertaking  such  work.  An  intermediary.  Dr.  William  Sturgis  Big- 
elow, contacted  Bela  Lyon  Pratt,  a Massachusetts  sculptor,  and  asked  him 
to  create  the  motifs,  which  he  did. 

Viewed  objectively,  the  Indian  motifis  quite  realistic,  as  from  life,  quite 
unlike  the  fantasy  versions  created  by  Longacre  for  the  Indian  Head  cent  and 
Saint-Gaudens  for  the  1907  $10,  both  of  which  featured  females  dressed  in 
war  bonnets.  The  eagle  on  the  reverse  of  the  1908  $2.50  and  $5  is  copied 
from  that  on  the  reverse  of  the  1907  $10,  which  in  turn  was  adapted  from 
an  inaugural  medal  produced  by  Saint-Gaudens  for  Theodore  Roosevelt  in 
1905.  The  general  pose  and  theme  has  roots  in  ancient  coinage. 

While  the  release  of  the  new  Saint-Gaudens  $ 10  and  $20  coins  in  1907 
drew  unstinted  admiration  and  praise  from  collectors  and  the  popular  press 
alike,  the  Indian  Head  pieces  by  Pratt  were  roundly  condemned.  Hardly 
anyone  had  anything  good  to  say  at  all.  Possibly  as  a result  of  this,  the  pieces 
were  never  popular  in  numismatic  circles.  Coins  that  were  once  common 
became  rare  as  they  went  into  circulation,  leaving  few  gems  untouched. 
Decades  later,  in  the  1930s,  when  gold  coins  began  to  be  collected  with  a 
passion,  and  still  later  in  the  1980s  when  great  emphasis  was  placed  upon 
high  grades,  it  was  learned  that  many  “common”  Indian  Head  quarter  eagles 
and  half  eagles  were  indeed  rare  at  levels  of  MS-65  or  higher. 

PCGS  #007939 
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989 


Choice  1908  Indian  Head  Quarter  Eagle 


1908  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  A lovely 
example. 


PCGS  #007939 


Key  1911-D  Quarter  Eagle 


990  1911-D  AU-58  (NGC).  Lustrous  and  attractive,  this  piece  would 

probably  be  graded  a notch  higher  were  it  not  for  a small  planchet 
flake  above  the  eagle’s  head  on  the  reverse.  The  D mintmark  is 
strong.  This  is  the  most  desirable  of  all  quarter  eagles  of  the  Indian 
Head  series  1908-1921. 

PCGS  #007943 


Gem  1925-D  Quarter  Eagle 


991  1925-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A lovely  specimen  with  rich  orange  lustre 

and  a hint  of  iridescence.  Slightly  raised  rim  around  the  obverse  (pos- 
sibly the  reverse,  but  the  reverse  rim  can’t  be  seen  in  the  holder).  A 
lovely  example  of  the  first  Indian  Head  quarter  eagle  of  the  decade 
of  the  1920s  and  the  only  Denver  Mint  issue  of  that  time. 

PCGS  #007949 


992 


1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A very  nice  example 
of  the  assigned  grade.  It  is  a pleasant  endeavor  to  assemble  a set  of 
the  1 5 different  Indian  Head  quarter  eagles  from  1 908  to  1929.  With 
the  exception  of  the  1911-D  and,  following  on  its  heels,  the  1914 
Philadelphia,  nearly  all  are  readily  available  and  reasonably  priced. 

PCGS  #007950 


993  1926  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  orange  gold  lustre  accented 

by  a hint  of  iridescence.  Some  marks  here  and  there  are  generally 
hidden  by  the  toning. 

PCGS  #007950 


Three-Dollar  Gold  Pieces 


994  1854  AU-55  (NGC).  A lustrous  example  of  the  first  year  of  the 

$3  gold  coin.  Always  in  demand  for  type  set  purposes. 

The  only  year  with  DOLLARS  in  small  letters  on  the  reverse. 

PCGS  #007969 


995  1854AU-53  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  Nice  strike  on  both  sides. 

Much  lustre  still  remains,  most  prominently  on  the  reverse. 

PCGS  #007969 


996  1857  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  A coin  that  saw  a few  years 

in  circulation.  Some  hints  of  lustre  can  be  seen  here  and  there. 
PCGS  #007976 


Important  1857-S  $3  Gold 


Lustrous  AU 


997  1857-S  AU-50  (NGC).  A pleasing  example  of  the  1857-S  $3,  this 

coin  is  light  yellow  gold  with  much  retained  lustre.  Generally,  San 
Francisco  Mint  gold  coins  from  this  era  are  exceedingly  rare,  some 
treasure  finds  excepted. 

PCGS  #007977 


^LS 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


Superb  Gem  Proof  1868  $3 
None  Finer  Graded 
An  American  Classic 


Choice  Mint  State  1878  $3 


(2x  photo) 

1000  1878  MS-64  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  lustrous  example  of  one  of  the 
few  dates  of  the  1870s  that  can  be  readily  acquired  in  Mint  State. 
The  present  coin  is  fairly  well  struck,  not  needle  sharp,  but  quite 
nice.  The  lustre  is  deep  and  rich,  and  the  color  is  attractive.  An 
ideal  candidate  for  a high-grade  type  set. 

PCGS  #008000 

Proof  1889  S3  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 

998  1868  Proof-66  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC).  A superb  example.  The 

present  piece  displays  deep  mirror  fields  against  which  frosted  cameo 
devices  are  contrasted.  The  reverse  die  is  oriented  about  20%  to 
the  right,  instead  of  the  normal  180®.  This  also  occurs  with  gold 
dollars  of  the  1868  date;  apparently  a press  operator  was  not  being 
careflil.  This  feature  lends  interest  and  permits  the  reverse  to  be 
viewed  without  turning  it  upside  down.  The  Proof  surface  on  both 
sides  is  the  highly  desired  “orange  peel”  finish,  seen  on  some  (but 
not  all)  gold,  but  not  silver  or  copper.  Some  Proof  nickels  have  this 
feature,  usually  on  the  reverse  only. 

NGC  Census:  2;  none  finer  within  any  designation. 

PCGS  #007989 


Choice  Mint  State  1878  $3 


(2x  photo) 


999  1878  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely,  lustrous  example  with  warm 

toning.  A splendid  specimen  of  one  of  the  few  readily  collectible 
$3  dates  in  high  grades  prior  to  1879.  Ideal  for  a type  set  or  for 
inclusion  in  a date  run. 

PCGS  #008000 


(2x  photo) 

1001  1889  Proof-62  (PCGS).  A splendid  example  of  the  last  year  of 
issue  of  the  $3  gold  series.  Nicely  struck  and  very  attractive.  Some 
contact  marks  in  the  field  suggest  the  grade.  Attractive  in  its  own 
way,  and  worth  considering  carefully. 

PCGS  #008053 
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Half  Eagles 


Popular  1803/2  HalfEagle 


AU  1803/2  HalfEagle 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 


1002  1803/2  Breen  2-D.  Rarity-4.  MS-62  (NGC).  Even  yellow 
gold  with  much  lustre  remaining,  particularly  at  the  peripheries. 
An  appealing  specimen  showing  only  light  signs  of  handling  and 
faint  hairlines,  some  adjustment  marks  criss-cross  at  the  base  of  the 
reverse  but  do  not  make  a great  impact  on  the  design  elements. 
Sharply  detailed  and  very  desirable,  a fine  specimen  of  this  popular 
overdate  variety  and  design  tyyje. 

PCGS  #008084 


1003  1803/2  Breen  2-D.  Rarity-4.  AU-55  (NGC).  Sparkling  yellow 
surfaces  with  decided  olive  highlights.  A few  light  marks  are  present, 
as  should  be  expected  for  a large  gold  coin  that  spent  some  time  in 
the  coffers  of  commerce,  yet  the  overall  quality  is  such  that  no  single 
mark  draws  the  viewer’s  eye.  Some  reverse  planchet  adjustment 
marks  run  diagonally  at  the  rim  through  UNI,  the  arrow  feathers 
nearby,  and  the  eagle’s  tailfeathers  as  well.  A nice  selection  for  a 
type  collection,  certainly  a suitable  coin  for  any  collection. 

PCGS  #008084 


Attractive  1806  HalfEagle 


(2x  photo) 


1004  1806  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-4+.  AU-53  (PCGS). 

Abundant  satiny  lustre  remains  on  rich  yellow 
gold  surfaces  that  still  show  natural  copper  and 
pale  green  highlights.  Some  hairlines  are  pres- 
ent, but  this  piece  does  not  show  the  artificial 
brightness  many  specimens  exhibit.  The  amount 
of  lustre  present  for  the  grade  is  excellent,  and  the 
detail  is  likewise  very  nice.  A long  dig  in  Liberty’s 
hair  above  her  ear  is  noted,  minor  surface  abra- 
sions here  and  there,  thin  vertical  scratch  above 
the  arrows  on  reverse.  A very  good-looking 
piece  overall,  housed  in  an  old  green  label  PCGS 
holder,  and  worthy  of  a strong  bid. 

PCGS  #008089 
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Spectacular  1806  Half  Eagle 
MS-64  (PCGS) 


Mint  State  1807  Half  Eagle 


1005  1806  Breen  5-E.  Rarity-3.  MS-64  (PCGS).  FUch  deep  yellow 
surfaces  show  an  extraordinary  amount  of  satiny  lustre  on  both  sides. 
Frosty  and  beautiful,  with  ideal  color,  not  showing  the  washed-out 
or  overdipped  look  so  cormnon  on  early  gold  pieces  at  this  certified 
grade  level.  The  detail  is  bold  from  center  to  peripheries,  not  full 
but  as  complete  as  ever  seen  on  the  issue.  A single  thin  scratch  runs 
parallel  to  Liberty’s  nose  into  the  field,  but  there  are  no  damaging 
marks  or  an  abundance  of  tiny  contact  points.  Faint  vestiges  of 
adjustment  marks  run  diagonally  down  the  length  of  Liberty’s  cap, 
to  no  great  impact  on  eye  appeal. 

This  is  a specimen  of  exceptional  quality  and  even  better  visual 
appeal,  indeed,  we  suspect  some  would  select  it  first  in  a blind  draft 
that  included  pieces  certified  at  the  MS-65  level.  While  a logjam  of 
pieces  have  been  graded  MS-64  by  PCGS,  a figure  that  undoubt- 
edly includes  several  resubmissions,  only  one  specimen  of  the  7x6 
stars  variety  has  been  certified  finer,  a lone  MS-65.  This  piece  is 
worthy  of  an  especially  strong  bid  and  will  never  require  the  lucky 
winning  collector  to  search  for  a finer  one. 

PCGS  #008089 


1006  1807  Breen  5-D.  Rarity-3.  MS-62  (NGC).  Lustrous  yellow 
gold  with  pale  olive  highlights.  A pleasing  example  ofjohn  Reich’s 
Capped  Bust  Left  half  eagle  design.  A nicely  struck  specimen.  A 
few  faint  marks  are  noted,  none  of  them  overbearing  or  capable  of 
immediately  drawing  the  viewer’s  attention.  Planchet  adjustment 
marks  noted  near  the  tip  of  Liberty’s  bust,  again  faint  and  mentioned 
just  for  accuracy.  Choice  for  the  grade. 

From  our  Classics  Sale,  September  2003,  Lot  503. 

PCGS  #008101 
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Fully  Lustrous  1808/7  $5 


{2x  photo)  ^**«M»***^ 

1007  1808/7  Breen  2-A.  Rarity-5.  MS-62  (PCGS).  Impeccable 


cartwheel  lustre  encircles  beautiful  rich  yellow  gold  surfaces.  A 
frosty  delight,  sharp  and  attractive.  Some  natural  planchet  chips 
are  present  in  the  reverse  fields,  no  heavy  digs,  just  a vertical  scrape 
below  star  7 keeps  this  piece  from  a grade  a point  or  two  higher. 
The  obverse  die  is  neatly  bisected  from  star  2 through  the  center  of 
Liberty’s  cap;  another  die  crack  extends  from  the  rim  through  star 
1 1 . A very  high-grade  specimen,  showing  as  much  lustre  and  life  as 
we  can  recall  seeing  on  this  date,  worthy  of  strong  consideration. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  2 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

PCGS  #008103 


Frosty  Near  Gem  1808  $5 


1008  1808  Breen  4-A.  Rarity-5.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Bright  even  light 
yellow  gold  shows  especially  strong,  frosty  lustre  on  both  sides. 
A lovely  example  with  no  major  marks,  just  some  light  evidence 
of  handling  and  a very  few  widely  scattered  lines.  This  piece  is  as 
satiny  and  radiant  as  any  specimen  of  this  date  we  can  recall  see- 
ing. The  strike  is  full  and  the  visual  appeal  is  superb.  We  offered 
another  PCGS  MS-64  of  this  date  in  our  sale  of  the  Gentleman’s 
Collection;  it  realized  $43,700.  No  other  example  that  has  crossed 
our  desk  in  the  last  few  years  comes  close.  Type  collectors  with  an 
eye  for  quality  should  strongly  consider  this  piece. 

PCGS  Population;  5;  1 finer  (MS-65). 

PCGS  #008102 


1009  1809/8  Breen  1-A.  Rarity-3. 
AU-58  (NGC).  Frosty  pale  yel- 
low gold  with  abundant  lustre, 
especially  strong  on  the  reverse. 
Some  hairlines  are  scattered  across 
both  sides,  but  there  are  only  the 
most  minor  sort  of  contact  marks 
and  signs  of  handling.  Strongly 
detailed  and  very  attractive  for  the 
grade,  this  piece  will  fit  the  needs 
of  a broad  range  of  collectors. 

PCGS  #008104 


I 


-niJ.,..',  .v.'JXJu 

I.  American  Numismatic  Rarities 


219 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


1010 


1013  1840-D  EF-45  (ICG).  An  attractive  example  in  light  yellow  gold.  I 

Fairly  well  struck — not  needle  sharp,  but  better  than  usually  seen. 

This  is  the  first  year  in  which  the  Dahlonega  mintmark  is  on  the  '. 
reverse  rather  than  the  obverse.  | 

PCGS  #008198 


1014  1843-0  Large  Letters.  AU-50  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example, 
somewhat  above  average  in  strike,  ot  this  early  New  Orleans  issue 
in  the  Liberty  Head  series.  High  enough  grade  to  be  attractive 
and  maintain  significant  lustre,  but  low  enough  grade  to  indicate 
a modest  market  price.  Certainly  worth  consideration  by  the  halt 
eagle  speciahst. 

PCGS  #008216 


Rare  and  Historic  1834  $5 

Old  Tenor 


(2x  photo) 

1834  Breen  1-3.  Rarity-6.  Capped  Head,  Crosslet  4.  MS-62 
(NGC)  . The  last  of  a series,  the  final  issue  of  half  eagle  at  the  original 
weight  standard.  Bright  yellow  gold  surtaces  show  remarkably  even 
color  and  a good  bit  of  remaining  lustre.  The  fields  are  lightly  reflec- 
tive and  show  some  hairlines,  but  no  heavy  marks  are  seen.  A tiny 
horizontal  nick  far  below  NU  of  UNUM  is  noted  as  an  identifier. 
Boldly  detailed  and  attractive,  this  piece  is  far  more  problem-free 
than  most  examples  of  this  type  seen. 

We  have  been  fortunate  enough  to  offer  a superb  MS-63,  once 
from  the  Eliasberg  Collection,  in  our  Oliver  Jung  sale  that  brought 
$86,250.  As  we  noted  there,  “Produced  in  early  1834,  and  to  the 
extent  of  50,141  pieces,  the  early,  heavy  half  eagle  of  this  design  has 
E FLURIBUS  UNUM  on  the  reverse.  Two  main  varieties  were 
made.  Plain  4 and  Crosslet  4.  Of  the  two,  the  Crosslet  4,  as  offered 
here,  is  considered  the  more  valuable  today.”  This  piece  has  the 
typical  arc  crack  in  the  southeast  reverse  periphery.  The  inclusion  of 
this  famous  and  historic  rarity  in  a cabinet  is  a hallmark  of  a serious 
enthusiast  in  gold  coin  rarities,  and  we  have  no  doubt  this  piece  will 
take  a place  of  honor  in  whatever  collection  it  next  graces. 

NGC  Census:  2;  2 finer  within  the  designation  (MS-65  finest). 

In  1821  the  ratio  of  gold  value  to  silver  had  changed  to  the  effect  that 
all  United  States  gold  coins,  then  consisting  of  the  S2.50  and  S5  denomina- 
tions, cost  more  than  face  value  to  produce.  AU  older  coins  disappeared  from 
circulation  and  newly  minted  ones  were  used  in  the  export  trade.  There  it 
made  no  difference,  as  a S5  half  eagle  was  not  valued  at  S5  American  money, 
but  by  its  gold  weight  and  fineness.  When  gold  coins  were  exported  it  was 
common  practice  at  the  destination  to  melt  them  and  coin  them  into  pieces 
of  the  new  country.  Accordingly,  when  American  half  eagles  were  sent  to 
England,  they  were  usually  melted  and  converted  to  British  sovereigns. 
The  reason  for  this  is  that  those  keeping  accounts  of  the  treasury  could  do 
easily  enough  with  coins  of  their  own  country,  but  it  was  distracting  to  have 
assorted  quantities  from  many  other  countries,  often  of  different  hneness, 
weight,  and  other  characteristics.  Similarly,  when  British  sovereigns  were 
exported  to  the  United  States  (as  they  often  were,  particularly  after  1834), 
they  were  quickly  melted  and  converted  to  U.S.  coins. 


On  June  28, 1834,  the  Coinage  Act  provided  for  new  standards  for  gold 
coins,  adjusting  the  fineness  and  weight.  This  was  to  be  effective  on  August  1 , 
1834.  After  that  time  lighter  weight  pieces  were  produced,  and  as  they  could 
be  made  effectively  and  were  not  profitable  to  melt  down,  they  circulated 
widely.  The  main  factor  in  passing  the  Coinage  Act  of  1834  was  Senator 
Thomas  Hart  Benton  of  Missouri.  Accordingly,  the  coins  were  sometimes 
called  “Benton’s  mint  drops,”  a pun  on  a type  of  candy.  Others  called  them 
“yellow  boys”  and  “yellow  jackets.”  There  was  a great  deal  of  hoopla  about 
these  in  the  press,  mainly  with  the  enemies  of  President  Andrew  Jackson 
(with  whom  Benton  sided),  proclaiming  that  the  new  gold  coins  were  a 
disaster,  were  produced  only  to  help  influence  political  elections  by  deluding 
the  public  that  gold  coins  were  once  again  available,  and  so  on.  None  of  this 
was  true,  but  it  made  interesting  reading  at  the  time. 

There  was  quite  a bit  of  discussion  as  to  how  the  coins  minted  after 
August  31,  1834  should  be  differentiated  from  the  earlier  ones,  particularly 
those  with  the  same  date.  One  proposal  was  that  the  inscription  AUGUST 
1 be  added.  Other  ideas  came  to  the  fore.  Finally,  it  was  decided  to  change 
the  portrait  to  remove  the  cap,  causing  some  wags  to  say  that  Miss  Liberty 
had  been  “decapitated.”  On  the  reverse  the  motto  E PLURIBUS  UNUM 
was  deleted. 

PCGS  #008161 


1011  1835  B-6504.  EF-45  (ANACS).  An  attractive  example,  nicely 
struck,  and  at  an  affordable  price  level.  Second  year  of  the  Classic 
Head  type,  which  in  the  half  eagle  series  extended  through  and 
included  1838. 

PCGS  #008173 


1012 


1836  B-6510.  EF-45  (PCGS).  Light  yellow  gold  surfaces  with 
some  splashes  of  orange  and  gray.  Nicely  struck. 

PCGS  #008174 
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Exceptional  1844-C  Half  Eagle 

Among  Finest  Graded 


Choice  Mint  State  1847  $5 


1017  1847  MS-63  (PCGS).  A very  special  half  eagle,  this  coin  has  full 
details  in  the  striking,  is  from  a very  early  impression  of  the  obverse 
die  (some  striae  still  visible),  is  richly  lustrous,  and  attractive.  Within 
the  MS-63  category  it  would  be  difficult  to  envision  another  piece 
as  nice  as  this. 

RCiGS  Population:  15;  6 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

PCGS  #008231 

Mint  State  1847-C  Half  Eagle 

Especially  Well  Struck 


{2x  photo) 

1018  1847-C  MS-61  (NGC) . A nice  example  of  the  scarce  1847-C  half 
eagle,  the  present  piece  is  above  average  in  striking  quality.  The 
color  is  light  yellow  gold,  typical  of  most  Charlotte  issues.  Much 
lustre  remains.  Some  marks  are  seen,  including  a small  scratch  on  the 
obverse  on  Miss  Liberty’s  chin.  Such  things  are  par  for  the  course, 
but  as  the  piece  is  graded  in  the  Mint  State  category  we  thought  it 
worthy  of  mention.  A nice  example  that  will  please  the  specialist. 

NGC  Census:  7;  2 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

PCGS  #008233 


(2x  photo) 

1015  1844-C  AU-58  (PCGS).  An  e.xceptional  example  of  the  1844-C 
half  eagle,  this  piece  is  notable  for  its  high  position  on  the  PCGS 
roster.  Even  more  important,  in  our  opinion,  it  has  superb  eye 
appeal — bright  yellow  gold  surfaces  with  nice  lustre.  The  reverse 
is  from  a very  early  state  of  the  die  with  vertical  striae  in  the  field, 
from  the  die  preparation  process.  Very  few  1844-C  half  eagles  are 
this  nice  from  an  aesthetic  viewpoint. 

PCGS  Population:  4;  4 finer  (MS-63  finest). 

PCGS  #008220 

Choice  Mint  State  1845  $5 

None  Finer  Graded 


1016  1845  MS-64  (PCGS).  BriUiant  with  light  toning.  Somewhat  proof- 
like on  the  obverse,  richly  lustrous  on  the  reverse.  Very  well  struck, 
with  nearly  aU  features  needle  sharp.  Extraordinary  preservation  for 
a circulation  strike  half  eagle  of  this  era,  minted  in  a time  when  there 
was  no  collecting  interest.  PCGS  has  had  seven  other  certification 
events,  but,  likely,  some  of  these  may  have  represented  duplicate 
submissions  of  the  same  coin.  An  exceptional  condition  rarity  that  is 
a key  among  the  half  eagles  offered  here. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #008223 


(2x  photo) 
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Popular  1858-C  Half  Eagle 


Choice  Mint  State  1848  $5 

None  Finer  Graded 


{2x  photo) 

1019  1848  MS-63  (PCGS).  A splendid  half  eagle  with  good  eye  appeal, 
exceptionally  well  struck  and  from  a very  early  die  pairing — ^with 
ample  die  preparation  striae  visible  on  both  sides.  Some  contact 
marks  are  normal  for  the  assigned  grade.  The  date  logotype  on 
this  and  on  other  1848  half  eagles  was  overly  large.  The  mint  had 
absolutely  no  consistency  in  proportion  during  this  era,  and  date 
sizes  can  vary,  sometimes  widely. 

PCGS  Population:  5;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #008236 


1020  1852  MS-60  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  especially  rich  lustre.  Above 
average  striking.  A nice  coin  which  is  equal  to  some  graded  a 
number  or  two  above  this.  The  present  piece  is  how  gold  used  to  be 
graded.  The  specialist  will  find  a lot  to  like  in  this  coin. 

PCGS  #008250 


1021  1856-S  AU-53  (NGC).  A well  struck  coin  with  significant  lustre 
remaining;  this  1856-S  will  be  just  right  for  a nice  date  run  of  half 
eagles.  While  $1,  $2.50,  and  $3  denominations  are  collected  with 
passion  by  many  people,  the  population  of  enthusiasts  thins  consid- 
erably when  Liberty  Head  half  eagles  and  eagles  are  encountered, 
then  resumes  in  a large  way  with  the  very  popular  double  eagles. 
Because  of  this,  the  $5  and  $ 1 0 gold  coins  offer  much  value  in  terms 
of  basic  rarity  compared  to  market  price. 

PCGS  #008270 


Pleasing  1858-D  Half  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 

1023  1858-D  AU-55  (NGC).  Warm  yellow-orange  gold  toning  gives 
this  piece  a pleasing  aspect.  The  striking  is  fairly  good,  not  needle 
sharp,  but  certainly  acceptable.  The  1858-D  is  of  everlasting 
popularity.  The  present  piece  will  be  just  right  in  a specialized 
collection. 

PCGS  #008278 


(2x  photo) 

1022  1858-C  AU-53  (PCGS).  A nice  example.  Medium  yellow  gold. 
Fairly  well  struck.  A scratch  is  seen  on  the  reverse  to  the  right  of 
the  mintmark  and  no  doubt  was  factored  into  the  grade.  A mid 
level  example  of  one  of  the  more  popular  issues  from  the  Charlotte 
Mint. 

PCGS  #008277 


222 


Ame.rican  Numismaik:  Rarities 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


High-Grade  1862-S  $5  Gold 

Among  Finest  Known 


(2x  photo) 

1025  1861-C  AU-53  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  of  the  1861-C  dollar, 
the  present  piece  is  finer  than  typically  seen.  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  are  pleasing  orange  gold.  The  striking  is  above  average  as  is 
the  eye  appeal. 


iAMERicAN  Numismatic  Rarities 


(2x  photo) 

1024  1860-S  AU-58  (PCGS).  While  not  c]uite  in  the  same  category 
as  the  gem  Mint  State  186()-S  gold  dollar  offered  earlier  in  the 
catalogue,  this  coin  of  the  same  date  and  mint  ranks  high  in  its 
quality  and  desirability.  Just  one  has  been  graded  higher  by  PCGS. 
The  present  piece  is  above  average  in  strike,  is  rich  yellow  orange 
gold,  possesses  much  lustre,  and  has  superb  eye  appeal.  The  rarity 
is  absolutely  unquestioned. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  1 finer  (MS-62) 

Half  eagles  of  this  era  were  made  for  strictly  utilitarian  purposes.  They 
were  placed  into  circulation  where  they  saw  hard  and  extensive  use.  Un- 
hke  in  the  East,  where  gold  was  hoarded  beginning  after  December  1861, 
and  continuing  until  1878,  on  the  West  Coast  gold  coins  circulated  freely 
at  all  rimes.  Because  of  this.  San  Francisco  half  eagles  typically  received 
much  more  wear  than  did  those  produced  at  the  eastern  mints.  Today  in 
the  numismatic  market,  the  specialty  of  half  eagles  is  not  widely  popular. 
Most  interest  is  centered  on  getting  examples  for  a type  set — easy  enough 
to  do — or  acquiring  pieces  from  the  Charlotte  and  Dahlonega  mints.  With 
regard  to  scarce  dates.  New  Orleans  issues,  and  San  Francisco  pieces,  the 
demand  is  low.  The  result  is  that  great  rarities,  as  here,  can  be  obtained  for 
relatively  httle  cost.  In  this  grade,  the  1860-S  half  eagle  is  at  least  10  times 
rarer  than  the  1861-D  gold  dollar,  but  check  the  difference  in  prices!  Gold 
dollars  are  a popular  series  and  Dahlonega  is  a popular  mint.  In  contrast, 
half  eagles  are  not  widely  collected  and  hardly  anyone  specializes  in  San 
Francisco.  The  word  opportunity  comes  to  mind! 

PCGS  #008287 


(2x  photo) 

1026  1862-S  AU-55  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen,  this  1862-S  has 
a generous  amount  of  old  fashioned  eye  appeal  combined  with 
significant  lustre,  a sharp  strike,  and  unquestioned  rarity.  Half  eagle 
specialists  will  want  to  contemplate  this  carefully  before  the  sale,  as 
it  may  be  some  time  until  an  equal  opportunity  occurs.  Not  only  is 
the  assigned  grade  high,  but  the  eye  appeal  is  equally  important. 

PCGS  Population;  3;  1 finer  (MS-61). 

PCGS  #008293 


Elusive  1861-C  Half  Eagle 
Last  Charlotte  Issue 


1027  1867-S  EF-40  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  About  typical 
strike.  Quite  a few  marks  on  the  obverse  and  reverse  indicate  that 
this  piece  has  been  there  and  done  that.  The  1867-S  is  one  ot  quite 
a few  scarce  half  eagles  of  this  era  that  are  available  for  reasonable 
prices. 

PCGS  #008314 


Lustrous  1860-S  $5  Rarity 

Among  Finest  Graded 


Today,  images  of  coins  are  easily  enough  obtained — what  with  the 
Internet,  digital  cameras,  color  catalogues,  and  more.  However,  this  was 
not  always  the  case.  The  writer  recalls  a generation  ago  when  the  ANA 
Midwinter  (as  it  was  then  called)  Convention  was  being  held  in  Charlotte, 
North  Carolina,  and  Coin  World  desired  to  obtain  a black  and  white  picture 
of  an  1861-C.  They  had  looked  around  but  had  found  one  nowhere.  We 
were  happy  to  help.  This  was  in  connection  with  a feature  they  presented 
on  the  history  of  the  Charlotte  Mint. 

PCGS  #008289 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


1028 


1029 


1030 


1031 


1032 


Lustrous  1868-S  $5 


(2x  photo) 

1868-S  AU-55  (NGC).  A nice  example  with  an  above  average 
strike  and  much  retained  lustre,  this  scarce  1868-S  will  play  to  an 
enthusiastic  audience.  Both  sides  are  a light  yellow  with  some  hints 
of  iridescence. 

PCGS  #008316 

1872-S  EF-40  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  Somewhat  above  aver- 
age strike. 

PCGS  #008327 


1873-S  AU-53  (NGC).  Although  this  1873-S  Close  3 half  eagle 
is  “only”  AU-53,  it  is  among  the  top  two  dozen  finest  graded  by 
NGC.  Coins  of  this  era  were  ignored  by  numismatists,  and  scarcely 
any  were  saved  in  high  grades.  When  numismatists  did  become 
interested,  in  the  1930s,  the  opportunities  were  lost. 

NGC  Census:  12;  10  finer  (MS-61  finest). 

PCGS  #008332 


1882  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  light  yellow  gold  surfaces.  Very 
well  struck.  A nice  example  for  anyone  completing  or  starting  on 
a specialized  set  of  Liberty  Head  half  eagles. 

PCGS  #008358 


1892  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  sharply  struck,  lustrous,  and  in 
light  yellow  gold.  A nice  example. 

PCGS  #008379 


1033  1893  MS-64  (PCGS).  A nicely  struck  example  with  good  detail. 
Subdued  lustre  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  #008383 


Choice  Proof  1894  $5  Gold 
Solo  Finest  PCGS  Grade 
From  the  Norweb  Collection 


1034 


1894  Proof-64  CAM  (PCGS).  With  a pedigree  to  the  collection 
of  Ambassador  and  Mrs.  R.  Henry  Norweb,  this  coin  at  the  starring 
gate  has  great  appeal.  Beyond  that,  it  is  the  one  and  only  piece  certi- 
fied as  Proof-64  Cameo  by  PCGS,  with  none  higher.  Still  beyond 
that,  and  possibly  most  important  of  all,  the  coin  is  of  superb  eye 
appeal.  Both  sides  have  the  popular  “orange  peel”  surface  seen  on 
large  denomination  gold  coins  of  the  era.  The  present  piece  will 
delight  and  satisfy  the  most  advanced  collector. 

PCGS  Population:  1;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

The  writer  (QDB)  had  a long  friendship  with  Ambassador  and  Emery 
May  Holden  Norweb,  dating  back  to  the  1950s.  When  their  estate  collec- 
tion was  available  in  the  1980s,  the  heirs  said,  in  effect,  “come  and  pick  it 
up.”  The  catalogues,  under  the  imprint  of  B&M  (with  which  the  writer  is 
no  longer  associated),  stand  today  as  valuable  reference  works.  When  all  was 
said  and  done,  the  Norweb  holdings  became  firmly  ensconced  as  among  the 
most  valuable  of  all  United  States  collections. 

On  the  personal  side,  1 enjoyed  attending  meetings  of  the  New  York 
Numismatic  Club  with  Ambassador  Norweb  as  his  guest.  The  group 
was  quite  elite  in  the  1960s  and  1970s — not  in  a discriminatory  way,  for 
membership  was  open  to  anyone.  However,  one  had  to  be  a student  of 
numismatics  and  like  coins  for  their  history,  romance,  and  the  like.  Those 
who  ignored  knowledge  but  were  simply  interested  in  investment  or  market 
trends  were  generally  brushed  aside.  One  of  Ambassador  Norweb’s  stories 
was  that  in  foreign  embassies  he  had  many  American  visitors.  His  plan  was 
simple  yet  effective,  to  preserve  time  for  his  own  activities:  Every  afternoon 
at  four  he  would  have  a reception,  and  visitors  were  invited  to  attend.  Tea 
or  other  beverages  would  be  served,  cookies,  and  a nice  time  ot  fellowship 
could  be  enjoyed. 

As  another  aspect  of  their  lives,  they  had  a beautiful  summer  home  in 
Booth  Bay  Harbor,  Maine.  Next  to  their  home  was  a guest  home.  “Very 
convenient,”  said  Mrs.  Norweb.  “In  that  w,ay  our  guests  can  st.iy  up  as  long 
as  they  want  to,  and  occupy  themselves  with  their  own  interests,  and  we 
can  go  to  bed  on  time.” 

From  Bowers  mid  Mcrcua’s  sale  of  the  Norweb  Colleetion,  Part  /, 
October  1987,  Lot  938. 

PCGS  #088489 


(2x  photo) 
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1035  1895-SMS-61(NGC).A  brilliant,  lustrous  example,  well  struck, 
in  light  yellow  gold.  Among  the  highest  graded  by  NGC,  but 
considerably  behind  the  MS-66  at  the  top  of  the  list.  A nice  coin 
in  every  way. 

NGC  Cen.sus:  8;  7 finer  (MS-66  finest). 

PCGS  #008391 

Proof  1898  Half  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 

1036  1898  Proof-62  DCAM  (PCGS).  A Proof  example  which  saw 
some  handling,  resulring  in  surface  marks,  primarily  on  the  obverse, 
most  obvdous  in  the  field  before  Miss  Liberty’s  nose  and  behind  her 
neck.  These  aspects  should  be  checked  during  the  lot  viewing,  as 
their  effect  on  the  price  of  the  coin  is  difficult  to  ascertain,  and  a 
grading  number  might  not  be  significant.  That  said,  the  reverse  is 
quite  nice,  and  on  its  own  could  be  graded  Proof-63  at  least.  The 
striking  is  exceUent,  and  the  color  is  good. 

PCGS  Population:  1 ; 8 finer  within  the  designation  (Proof-67  DCAM 
finest). 

PCGS  #098493 


1037 


1902-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  sharply  struck. 
Some  marks  on  the  obverse  keep  this  out  of  the  MS-65  category, 
but  it  is  very  close. 

PCGS  #008406 


N 

Incredible  Gem  1908-D  Half  Eagle 

None  Finer  Graded 


(2x  photo) 

1038  1908-D  Indian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  incredible  example  of  the 
1908-D  half  eagle,  this  is  one  of  just  a few  graded  by  PCGS  as 
gem  MS-65,  with  none  higher.  On  its  own  this  coin  would  be 
memorable,  qualifyi'^g  as  it  does  for  the  highest  rank  in  a Registry 
Set.  However,  the  icing  on  the  cake  is  that  the  piece  has  superb 
lustre,  attractive  warm  color,  and  gorgeous  eye  appeal.  When  this 
crosses  the  block  we  expect  a lot  of  interest,  for  Indian  Head  $5 
coins  have  formed  a specialty  for  many.  Rather  than  be  satisfied 
with  one  of  the  “other”  pieces  graded  MS-65  by  PCGS  (if  such 
could  be  found),  take  this  one  home  and  you  know  that  you  will 
not  have  to  worry  about  quality  or  grading  number. 

Wliile  the  1908  Philadelphia  Mint  half  eagle  was  saved  by  some 
as  a novelty,  this  does  not  seem  to  have  happened  with  19()8-D. 
Perhaps  they  were  not  released  during  that  year,  or  perhaps  they 
were  simply  ignored.  Whatever  the  reason,  examples  in  very  high 
grades  are  rarities  today. 

PCGS  Population:  8;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #008511 
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Attractive  AU  1797  $10 


(2x  photo) 

1043  1797  Taraszka-12,  Breen  2-C.  Rarity-4.  Large  Eagle.  AU-55 
(PCGS).  A lovely  example  of  this  popular  date.  Rich  even  yellow 
gold  with  some  toning  on  the  highest  points  of  the  design  and  an 
especially  flashy  light  yellow  reverse.  Good  lustre  persists  at  obverse 
peripheries,  abundant  reflectivity  in  the  reverse  fields  and  strong 
remaining  lustre.  Microscopic  abrasions  and  minor  hairlines  are 
scattered  over  the  obverse  fields,  not  in  a disfiguring  or  unattractive 
way,  just  consistent  with  the  level  of  wear.  A shallow  dig  is  located 
right  of  star  8,  dig  between  79  of  the  date,  some  spotting  at  tip  ot 
eagle’s  beak,  natural  perpendicular  adjustment  marks  meet  below 
Rl  of  AMERICA.  The  detail  is  good  for  the  grade  and  the  eye 
appeal  is  far  in  excess  of  many  seen  at  this  grade  level.  An  ideal 
18th-century  representation  of  this  important  and  historic  design 
type. 

RCGS  #008559 


1040 


1041 


1042 


Important  1909-0  Half  Eagle 

Scarcest  Variety  in  this  Grade 


(2x  photo) 

1909-0  MS-60  (PCI)  . Among  half  eagles  of  the  Indian  Head  type, 
the  1909-0  is  the  rarest  by  far  in  any  Mint  State  level.  In  terms 
of  the  absolute  number  known,  the  1929,  the  last  year  ofissue,  is 
rarer.  However,  just  about  all  1929  half  eagles  are  Mint  State.  Not 
so  with  1909-0,  where  VF,  EF,  and  occasional  AU  arc  the  norm. 
Mint  State  coins,  even  at  the  entry  level  MS-60  offered  here,  are 
few  and  far  between.  The  present  piece  is  light  yellow  gold.  There 
arc  c]uite  a few  marks  on  both  sides,  and  perhaps  MS-60  is  a bit 
liberal,  but  still  it  is  high  grade  within  the  series.  Check  it  out  during 
lot  viewing. 

PCGS  #008515 

1910  MS-62  (NGC).  Rich  lustre  over  warm  surfaces.  A nice 
example  of  this  early  date  in  the  Indian  Head  series. 

PCGS  #008517 


1913-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Warm  yellow 
gold. 

PCGS  #008526 


1914-D  MS-63  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  lustrous  specimen  in  rich 
yellow-orange.  A nice  example  of  this  popular  mintmark.  Scarce 
in  this  grade,  in  proportion  to  the  demand  for  it. 

I^CGS  #008528 


1039 
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Lustrous  1844-0  Eagle 

Unusually  High  Grade 


1047  1854-S  AU-50  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  Some  lustre  is  still  seen 
in  protected  areas. 

RCGS  #008615 

Elusive  1859-0  Eagle 


1046  1849  AU-58  (NGC).  An  attractive  AU  1849  eagle  struck  from 
dies  that  were  highly  prooflike.  Likely,  the  metal  was  from  Califor- 
nia, which  began  reaching  the  Philadelphia  Mint  in  ejuantity  this 
year. 

RCGS  #008601 


t 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 


(2x  photo) 

1048  1859-0  EF-45  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  of  this  elusive  date  and 
mint.  Light  yellow  gold.  Fairly  well  struck  on  both  sides.  Certain 
protected  areas  show  prooflike  character.  It  was  general  policy  at  the 
New  Orleans  Mint  (where  all  dies  were  prepared  for  final  coining) 
to  polish  them  slightly — ^which  was  not  done  on  a regular  basis  at 
any  of  the  other  mints. 

The  1859-0  eagle  has  a mintage  ofjust  5,500  pieces,  which  is 
one-third  that  of  the  next  lowest  eagle  of  the  era,  the  1857  (16,606), 
and  is  far  off  the  mark  from  the  1857-S  (26,000). 

PCGS  #008629 


l2x  photo) 


1044  1844-0  AU-58  (NGC).  A nice  example  of  the  1844-0  half  eagle, 
this  is  among  the  top  several  dozen  graded  by  NGC,  with  only 
five  finer.  The  piece  has  seen  circulation,  but  not  extensive.  Much 
lustre  is  still  present.  The  striking  is  quite  good,  above  average  in 
fact.  The  1844-0  is  typically  seen  in  grades  such  as  VF  or  EF,  not 
often  as  nice  as  here. 

PCGS  #008591 


1045  1845-0  EF-40  (NGC).  Medium  yellow  gold,  well  struck. 
PCGS  #008593 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


1050  1866-S  Motto.  AU-55  (NGC).  A lovely  example  of  the  first  year 
of  the  S 10  with  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  on  the  reverse.  Light  yellow 
gold  on  both  sides.  Fairly  well  struck. 

The  number  of  pieces  struck  of  the  1866-S  Without  Motto  is 
listed  in  the  Guide  Book  as  8,500,  in  comparison  to  11,500  for  the 
With  Motto  variety  as  here.  Actually,  the  precise  mintage  figures 
are  not  known,  but  this  is  an  estimate  based  upon  production  runs. 
Both  varieties  are  very  elusive. 

N(;C  Census:  6;  3 finer  (all  AU-58). 

I'CCJS  #008650 

^ 


Fantastic  Proof  1869  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 

1051  1869  Proof-65  ★ ULTRA  CAMEO  (NGC) . A fantastic  coin,  this 
1 869  is  the  second  highest  certified  by  NGC.  Just  25  pieces  are  said 
to  have  been  struck  and,  similar  to  the  situation  for  the  1867,  even 
the  most  expert  of  experts  would  be  hard  pressed  to  make  a list  of 
the  locations  of  a dozen  different  pieces.  Again,  the  opportunity  is 
more  important  than  the  cost — pay  whatever  it  takes  to  acquire  this 
beauty,  and  you  will  own  it.  Otherwise,  you  may  not  have  such  an 
opportunity  for  a long  time. 

The  obverse  and  reverse  display  frosty  motifs,  letters,  and 
numerals  against  deep  mirror  surfaces.  The  quality  is  all  there,  the 
rarity  backs  it  up  (plus  the  aspect  that  the  1869  is  rare  as  a date  in 
circulated  grades)  and  all  other  aspects  of  a classic  are  present. 

NGC  Census:  1;  1 finer  within  any  designation  (Proof-67^  ULTRA 
CAMEO). 

From  our  sale  of  the  Keunywood  Collection,  January  2005,  Lot 
992. 

FCGS  #098809 


1865-S  with  Inverted  Date 


1049  1865-S  865  over  inverted  186.  EF-40  (NGC).  A pleasing 
specimen  in  medium  yellow  gold.  The  wear  on  both  sides  is  even, 
without  any  problems.  This  is  the  die  with  the  date  over  an  inverted 
186.  Discovered  some  time  ago,  it  created  much  attention  at  the 
time.  Today  specialists  believe  that  the  inverted  date  variety  is 
slightly  more  available  than  the  1865-S  normal  date,  although  both 
can  be  classified  as  rare.  This  is  one  of  the  most  egregious  blunders 
in  American  coinage.  There  are  some  counterparts,  but  not  many. 
The  closest  in  terms  of  multiple  figures  being  seen  in  the  inversion 
is  the  1858  half  dime. 

PCGS  #008643 


Rare  1866-S  With  Motto  $10 

Among  Finest  Graded 
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Seldom  Seen  1870-S  $10  Gold 


Rare  1876-CC  Eagle 


(2x  photo) 

1054  1876-CC  EF-45  (NGC).  Struck  in  light  yellow  gold,  this  coin 
probably  saw  a generation  or  two  of  circulation  in  the  Rocky 
Mountain  West.  There  are  some  marks  here  and  there,  to  be  sure, 
but  none  serious.  Only  7,715  were  struck,  and  of  that  number  just 
a tiny  fraction  can  be  found  today. 

PCGS  #008675 


1052  1870-S  AU-53  (NGC).  A nice  example  at  the  AU  level  of  one 
of  the  scarcer  issues  of  the  era.  Actually,  just  about  any  eagle  of  the 
1860s  and  early  1870s  is  hard  to  hnd.  Market  prices  are  on  the  low 
side,  simply  because  specialists  are  few  and  far  between.  As  such,  an 
optportunity  is  presented  here.  The  offered  coin  is  very  attractive 
with  warm  toning  over  golden  surtaces. 

PCGS  #008659 

Decidedly  Rare  1874-CC  $10 

High  Grade  Level 
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(2x  photo) 


1053  1874-CC  AU-53  (NGC).  The  1874-CC  is  rare  in  any  and  every 
grade — from  quite  well  worn  to  Mint  State,  although  there  are 
precious  few  of  the  latter  in  existence.  Both  obverse  and  reverse 
are  attractive  with  much  lustre.  A lovely  example  of  one  of  the  key 
issues  of  this  era.  Actually,  just  about  any  early  Carson  City  eagle 
(or  half  eagle)  can  be  called  rare. 

NGC  Census:  1 1 ; 9 finer  (MS-65  finest). 

PCGS  #008670 


1055  1878-SAU-50(NGC).  Pale  gold  surfaces  show  numerous  contact 
marks.  A coin  that  has  been  extensively  circulated  but,  on  the  other 
hand,  is  likely  to  sell  for  an  affordable  price.  Evaluate  it  and  place 
your  bid. 

PCGS  #008682 


1056  1890  MS-62  (PCGS).  Subdued  lustre  and  some  gray  color.  Prob- 
ably careful  conservation  would  brighten  this  piece  up  by  simply 
removing  some  vault  grime.  Accordingly,  there  is  some  potential. 
Beyond  that,  the  piece  is  nicely  struck  and  is  tairly  scarce  at  this 
grade  level. 

PCCiS  #008717 
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1060  1900  MS-64  (PCGS).  Richly  lustrous  surfaces.  Attractive  yellow- 
gold  with  some  splashes  of  iridescence.  Well  struck. 

PCGS  #008745 


1061  1901  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  warm  color. 
Needle  sharp  strike.  On  the  reverse  are  some  hints  of  iridescence. 
A splendid  example  of  this  relatively  available  date.  As  such,  it  may 
be  a candidate  for  a type  set. 

PCGS  #008747 

1062  Pair  of  1901  Liberty  eagles;  ☆ MS-61  (PCGS).  Frosty  golden 
orange  with  hints  of  rose  and  pale  olive  over  lustrous  surfaces  ☆ 
AU-58  (PCGS).  Golden  surfaces  with  splashes  or  orange  and  frosty 
gray  at  the  devices.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


1057  1890  MS-62  (PCGS).  Somewhat  subdued  lustre  would  probably 
be  improved  by  conservation.  A high-grade  piece  of  an  issue  that 
is  fairly  scarce  at  this  level. 


PCGS  #008717 


1058  1890  MS-62  (PCGS).  Subdued  lustre.  Normal  bagmarks  for  the 
assigned  grade. 

PCGs" #008717 


1059  1896-S  AU-55  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  much  lustre  remaining, 
mostly  on  the  reverse. 

PCGS  #008736 


1063  1901-S  MS-64  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  with  satiny 
lustre.  One  of  the  most  popular  issues  of  this  era. 

PCGS  #008749 


1064  1903-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  “flashy”  lustre,  giving  the 
coin  a lot  of  life.  Sharply  struck.  A splendid  coin  which  would  be 
difficult  to  duplicate  at  this  level. 

PCGS  #008754 

Superb  Gem  1908  With  Motto  Eagle 


(2x  photo] 


1065  1908  Motto.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  in  a very  high 
grade,  this  coin  will  satisfy  the  specialist  as  well  as  the  type  collec- 
tor. This  is  the  first  year  with  the  motto  IN  GOF)  WE  TRUST  on 
the  obverse,  the  mintage  of  which  began  in  the  .summer  of  1908. 
Everything  comes  together  to  create  a truly  superb  coin — nice 
strike,  beautiful  eye  appeal,  and  rarity. 

PCGS  Population:  25;  6 liner  (MS-68  finest). 

PCGS  #008859 
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1069  1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  sharply  struck,  and  with 
superb  eye  appeal.  A truly  memorable  piece.  The  consignor  had 
his  eye  on  quality. 

RCGS  #008882 


f 

! 
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Double  Eagles 


1070  1852  AU-55  (NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  Much  lustre  still  remains, 
particularly  on  the  reverse. 


I'COS  #008906 


1071 


1854  Small  Date.  AU-58  (PCGS).  A fairly  high-grade  example 
with  much  lustre.  There  is  some  “vault  grime,”  as  we  call  it,  on  the 
surface,  indicating  that  it  probably  could  benefit  from  some  light 
non-invasive  removal  of  the  dirt — such  as  in  ajeweler’s  ultrasonic 
solution.  The  coin  is  just  brimming  with  hidden  eye  appeal! 

PCGS  #008911 


1066  1913  MS-64  (NGC).  A brilliant,  lustrous,  and  very  attractive 
example.  This  is  a “high  end”  specimen  within  the  assigned  grade 
number. 

PCGS  #008873 


1067  1926  MS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  well  struck,  and  with 
nice  eye  appeal.  This  coin  is  a distinct  possibility  for  inclusion  in 
a high-grade  type  set  to  represent  the  1908-1933  type  of  Indian 
Head  SIO  s^ath  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST. 

PCGS  #008882 


1068  1926  MS-63  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  warm  yellow  gold. 
A coin  of  exquisite  quality  standing  head  and  shoulders  above  what 
is  usually  expected  at  this  grade.  Well  worth  owning. 

PCGS  #008882 
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Important  1860-0  Double  Eagle 

Exceptionally  High  Grade 


best  selling  Guide  Book  of  Double  Hattie  Gold  Coins  has  certainly  helped  as 
well — as  many  thousands  have  been  sold  at  bookstores  and  coin  shops  all 
across  the  country. 

PCGS  Population:  10;  7 finer  (AU-58  finest). 

PCGS  #008930 


Mint  State  1862-S  $20  Gold 

From  the  S.S.  Brother  Jonathan 


(2x  photo) 

1072  1860-0  AU-53  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  of  the  1860-0,  a 
scarce  date  in  any  grade,  but  particularly  elusive  at  the  AU  level. 
Only  6,600  were  minted  in  an  era  in  which  double  eagles  were 
not  collected  by  mintmark  variety.  This  specimen  has  warm  color 
and  excellent  eye  appeal.  There  is  some  light  striking  as  typical  in 
certain  areas.  The  date  is  bold,  as  is  the  mintmark,  and  the  reverse 
has  virtually  full  lustre. 

The  collecting  of  Liberty  Head  double  eagles  by  date  and  mint  has 
become  a popular  pastime,  propelled  to  the  forefront  by  the  marketing  of 
the  remarkable  find  from  the  S.5.  Brother  Jonathan  (lost  at  sea  on  July  30, 
1865),  yielding  Mint  State  examples  of  1865-S,  1864-S,  and  a few  others; 
followed  by  the  spectacular  presentation  of  double  eagles  from  the  S.S. 
Central  America  (lost  at  sea  in  1857);  and,  most  recently,  by  the  treasure  from 
the  S.S.  Republic  (lost  in  1865).  Cumulatively,  these  fimtastic  treasures  have 
made  it  possible  to  obtain  scattered  dates  and  mints  of  early  double  eagles 
in  Uncirculated  grade,  the  most  notable  being  the  1857-S  S20  group  from 
the  S.S.  Central  America,  numbering  over  5,400  of  this  particular  date  and 
mint,  out  of  a total  find  of  about  7,500  coins.  After  acquiring  what  treasure 
coins  may  be  available,  a number  of  specialists  have  gone  on  to  see  what 
others  they  can  find.  Accordingly,  the  demand  today  for  the  1860-0  and 
other  rarities  is  significantly  higher  than  it  was  a decade  ago.  Dave  Bowers’ 


1074  1873  Open  3.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lovely  Mint  State  coin,  brilliant 
and  lustrous,  possessing  a very  sharp  strike.  The  special  appeal  ot 
this  will  be  for  use  in  a type  set — for  choice  Mint  State  examples 
of  the  1866-1876  type  With  Motto  and  denomination  spelled  as 
TWENTY  D.  are  t]uite  hard  to  find. 

PCGS  #008967 


Lustrous  1873  Open  3 $20 


1073  1862-S  MS-60  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen  with  rich  lustre,  as  nice 
as  can  be.  With  the  present  piece  the  MS-60  assignment  has  the 
advantage  that  the  price  is  much  lower  than  for  MS-63,  MS-64, 
or  some  higher  grade.  And  the  coin  does  possess  great  eye  appeal. 

NGC  Census  (Brotherjonathan):  2;  1 finer  (MS-61). 

On  July  28,  1865,  the  side  wheel  steamer  S.S.  Brother Jonathan  departed 
Crescent  City,  California,  headed  to  the  Columbia  River.  Out  in  the  open 
sea  Captain  De  Wolf  encountered  high  wind  and  waves,  and  turned  the  ship 
around,  headed  back  toward  Crescent  City  to  ride  out  the  situation  and  wait 
for  calmer  times.  However,  tragedy  struck  when  the  ship  impaled  itself  on  a 
tail  pinnacle-like  rock  slightly  below  the  surface  of  the  water,  not  shown  on 
navigation  charts.  Within  a short  time  the  ship  with  its  contents  and  most  of 
its  passengers  went  to  the  briny  deep.  Only  a few  survived.  Generations  later. 
Deep  Sea  Research  found  the  wreck,  and  in  a series  of  explorations  recovered 
somewhat  over  1,000  coins,  primarily  double  eagles  from  the  San  Francisco 
Mint.  The  story  of  the  ship,  the  background  of  coinage  at  the  time,  and  the 
discovery  of  the  treasure  is  delineated  in  Dave  Bowers’  book.  The  Treasure 
Ship  S.S.  Brother Jonathan,  available  from  our  book  department. 

There  are  only  a handful  of  United  States  coins  that  can  be  correctly 
attributed  to  sunken  treasures,  and  this  is  one  of  them.  Others  include  the 
S.S.  Yankee  Blade,  the  fantastic  treasure  from  the  S.S.  Central  America,  and 
the  memorable  coins  from  the  S.S.  Republic. 

From  the  S.S.  Brother Joiiatimii. 

PCGS  #008938 
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Choice  Mint  State  1875  $20 

Among  Finest  Graded 


{2x  photo) 

1075  1875  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  attractive  example  with  soft  lustre, 
somewhat  muted.  Well  struck  in  all  areas.  This  is  among  the  highest 
graded  by  PCGS,  with  only  a handful  in  the  next  higher  level,  and 
none  beyond  that.  This  coin  has  a two-point  appeal:  for  the  .specialist 
and  also  for  someone  seeking  a nice  coin  to  illustrate  the  1 866- 1 876 
type  with  motto  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  and  denomination  spelled 
out  as  TWENTY  D. 

PCGS  Population:  41;  3 finer  (all  MS-64). 

PCGS  #008973 


1076  1875-CC  AU-53  (PCGS).  A brilliant  and  lustrous  example  of 
the  1875-CC  double  eagle,  this  piece  possesses  especially  nice  eye 
appeal.  The  striking  is  better  than  usually  seen.  A handsome  addi- 
tion to  a collection. 

PCGS  #008974 


1077  1875-S  MS-61  (PCGS).  Fairly  well  struck  and  with  subdued 
lustre,  this  piece  is  high  grade  enough  to  show  nice  detail  and  lustre, 
but  low  grade  enough  to  be  affordable. 

PCGS  #008975 


1078  1875-S  MS-61  (NGC).  A well  struck,  lustrous,  and  very  attractive 
coin.  Significantly  finer  than  most  pieces  on  the  market  that  are 
labeled  MS-61. 

PCGS  #008975 


Popular  1877-CC  Double  Eagle 


1079  1877-CC  AU-55  (NGC).  A particularly  light  and  lustrous  example 
of  the  scarce  1877-CC  double  eagle.  This  piece,  well  struck,  will 
find  many  interested  buyers. 

PCGS  #008983 
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1087  1902  MS-62  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Sharply  struck. 
PCGS  #009041 


1083  1897  MS-63  (NGC)  Well  struck,  lustrous,  and  very  attractive.  A 
nice  example  at  the  MS-63  level.  To  our  eye  the  grading  of  Liberty 
Head  double  eagles  for  dates  around  the  turn  of  the  2()th  century 
has  not  changed  a great  deal.  This  MS-63  is  a good  example.  On  the 
other  hand,  much  more  liberality  seems  to  be  shown  (not  referring 
to  any  specific  grading  service  here)  among  double  eagles  of  the 
1850s  (except  treasure  coins). 

I'CGS  #009031 


1088  1904  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well  struck  and  lustrotis.  Medium  orange 
gold  surfaces.  A nice  example. 

PCGS  #009045 


1081  1891-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  A lustrous,  attractive  coin  that  has  not 
been  brightened  or  dipped.  Well  struck.  An  especially  pleasing 
candidate  at  the  MS-62  level. 

PCGS  #009018 


1086  1901  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrotis,  and  well  struck.  A choice 
example  with  nice  eye  appeal.  A popular  and  affordable  date. 
PCGS  #009039 


1082  1896  MS-62  (PCGS).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Sharply 
struck. 

PCGS  #009029 


1080  1880-S  MS-62  (PCGS).  Sharply  struck,  lustrous,  and  very  attrac- 
tive, this  1880-S  will  be  just  right  for  an  advanced  collection.  The 
piece  has  a great  deal  of  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  Population:  50;  4 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

PCGS  #008993 


Attractive  1880-S  Double  Eagle 




1084  Threesome  of  Liberty  double  eagles  MS-62  (NGC):  ☆ 1897. 
Orange  gold  surfaces  with  hints  of  gray  on  the  high  points  ☆ 1899 
(2).  Both  with  lustrous  orange  gold  surfaces,  one  with  splashes  of 
frosty  olive.  (Total:  3 pieces)  I 

PCGS  #009031  I 

Gem  1900  Double  Eagle 


1085  1900  MS-65  (NGC).  Sharply  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous,  and, 
for  good  measure,  with  superb  eye  appeal.  This  piece  will  satisfy  the 
specialist  as  well  as  someone  forming  a high-grade  type  set.  Not  at 
all  rare  as  a date,  but  somewhat  elusive  in  this  combination  of  high 
grade  and  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #009037 
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1089  1904 IVIS-64  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  The  1904 
is  one  ot  the  best  “entry  level”  double  eagles  in  the  Liberty  Head 
series.  Many  exist,  including  in  high  grades,  yielding  an  affordable 
opportunity. 

PCGS  #009045 


1090  1905-S  MS-62  PL  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  sharply  struck.  Somewhat 
prooflike  on  both  sides. 

NGC  Census:  1;  none  finer  within  the  designation. 

PCGS  #009051 

Choice  1906-S  Double  Eagle 

Richly  Lustrous 


1091  1906-S  MS-64  (NGC).  A splendid  coin  with  deep,  rich  lustre. 
Brilliant  and  attractive.  Struck  during  the  earthquake  year. 

PCGS  #009051 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief  $20 

Graded  “Proof-65”  by  NGC 


(2x  photo) 

1092  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  Proof-65  (NGC).  A 

splendid  specimen  of  the  MCMVII,  this  piece  has  been  classified  as 
a Proof-65  by  NGC.  Opinion  is  divided  as  to  whether  Proofs  were 
actually  made,  and,  PCGS  does  not  recognize  them,  nor  did  Dave 
Bowers  in  his  A Gttide  Book  of  Double  Eagle  Gold  Goins.  However, 
Walter  Breen  in  his  Goinpletc  Encyclopedia  qfU.S.  and  Colonial  Proof 
Coins  not  only  recognized  them,  but  gave  guidelines  for  their 
identification.  Such  attributions  seem  to  be  of  a modern  era,  as  no 
citations  have  been  found  prior  to  numismatic  catalogues  of  the 
196()s.  Neither  Roger  W.  Burdette  nor  Q.  David  Bowxrs,  both 
of  whom  have  studied  the  subject  intensely,  can  find  any  original 
record. 

That  said,  the  piece  is  desirable,  certainly  choice  and  attractive, 
extremely  well  struck,  and  a treat  to  the  eye.  In  fact,  it  has  some 
of  the  best  details  we  have  seen  on  any  MCMVII  double  eagle  in 
recent  times.  Check  the  coin  out,  come  to  your  own  conclusions, 
and  bid  accordingly.  It  certainly  is  a gem. 

NGC  Census:  5;  1 1 finer  (Proof-68^  finest). 

PCGS  #009135 
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Another  NGC  Proof  MCM VII  $20 


A Choice  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief  $20 


The  Story  of  the  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief  Double  Eagle 


In  1905  President  Theodore  Roosevelt  contracted  America’s  most  famous 
sculptor,  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  of  Cornish,  New  Hampshire,  to  redesign 
the  entire  American  coinage  from  the  cent  to  the  double  eagle.  Roosevelt  felt 
that  current  pieces  were  rather  insipid  in  their  appearance,  not  at  all  like  the 
beautiful  ancient  Greek  coins  he  had  observed  at  the  Smithsonian  Institution. 
Roosevelt  thought  art  and  sculptured  relief  should  be  possible  for  American 
coins,  and  arranged  for  the  artist  to  prepare  designs. 

In  1905  and  1906  Saint-Gaudens  prepared  sketches  and  models,  includ- 
ing for  the  cent,  $10  and  $20.  However,  he  was  in  failing  health,  and  by  the 
time  he  passed  away  on  August  3,  1907,  his  work  was  unfinished.  The  cent 
never  went  beyond  the  concept  stage,  but  the  Indian  Head  $ 10  and  the  High 
Relief  $20  were  essentially  done,  with  finishing  details  provided  by  his  assistant 
Henry  Hering.  All  along  the  way.  Chief  Engraver  Charles  E.  Barber  at  the 
Philadelphia  Mint  resisted  the  intrusion  of  an  outside  artist  in  what  he  felt  was 
his  right — to  design  circulating  coinage.  Barber  said  that  the  high  relief  design 
was  impractical  and  could  not  be  used  on  high  production  presses.  Roosevelt 

V-  ^ 


pushed  onward,  with  his  correspondence  with  Saint-Gaudens  giving  a very 
interesting  insight  into  politics,  art,  and  lines  of  command.  He  countered  by 
saying  that  if  only  one  coin  could  be  struck  per  day,  that  was  fine.  The  end 
result  was  somewhat  of  a compromise:  12,367  examples  of  the  MCMVII 
High  Relief  $20  were  carefully  struck  on  a hydraulic  press,  requiring  three 
blows  of  each  impression.  Roosevelt  was  satisfied,  and  then  Barber  had  a 
field  day  revising  the  design,  lowering  the  relief,  dispensing  with  the  Roman 
numerals,  and  otherwise  changing  the  artistry.  This  isolated  the  MCMVII  as 
the  only  coin  of  its  type. 

Fortunately  for  numismatists  today,  the  MCMVII  was  a seusatioii  when 
examples  were  first  released  into  circulation  in  December  1907.  Bank  tellers 
and  others  saved  all  they  could  find,  and  soon  they  sold  at  a preniiuin,  $25  and 
then  $30.  Years  later,  as  the  passion  laded,  many  were  turned  in  and  spent, 
including  in  the  1930s  when  the  governnient  called  in  all  gold  coins.  1 lowever, 
it  is  likely  that  somewhat  over  6,000  pieces  did  survive,  these  eonstituting 
examples  available  to  the  collecting  eominunity  today. 


(2x  photo) 

1093  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Flat  Rim.  Proof-64  (NGC). 

Another  example,  attributed  as  Proof-64  by  NGC,  of  this  famous 
variety.  Somewhat  subdued  lustre  in  the  field.  Some  slight  friction 
on  the  higher  points.  A nice  coin  overall. 

PCGS  #009141 


(2x  photo) 

1094  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Flat  Rim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  An 

attractive  example  in  medium  yellow  gold  of  this  classic,  an  all-time 
favorite  in  the  spectrum  of  American  coinage.  Both  obverse  and 
reverse  are  attractive  with  satiny  lustre.  A very  pleasing  example. 
PCGS  #009136 
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1099  1908-D  No  Motto.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen,  fully 
MS-65,  and  maybe  even  better.  Rich  yellow-orange  toning.  A treat 
to  the  eye.  This  piece  is  certainly  worth  considering  by  any  double 
eagle  specialist  who  is  searching  for  a gem  at  the  MS-65  or  even 
the  MS-66  level.  Check  it  at  lot  viewing  and  we  are  sure  you  will 
agree. 

1>CGS  #009143 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 


1096  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  GENUINE  (NCS), 

“repaired.”  A nice  example  overall,  but  one  that  has  been  lightly 
burnished  or  polished  in  the  past,  possibly  repaired,  marked  as 
“repaired”  on  the  NCS  holder.  This  may  furnish  an  attractive 
alternative  for  someone  who  does  not  want  to  spend  thousands  of 
dollars  more  for  even  a low-grade  Mint  State. 

PCCS  #009135 


1097  1907  Saint-Gaudens.  Arabic  Numerals.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A coin  with  a great  deal  of  eye  appeal,  one 
that  has  not  been  dipped  or  brightened.  Not  particularly  rare,  but 
certainly  attractive,  this  is  an  ideal  candidate  for  a type  set. 

PCGS  #009141 

1098  1908  No  Motto.  AU-58.  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Better  struck 
than  usually  seen  for  1908  No  Motto.  A rarity  inasmuch  as  it  is  not 
certified! 

PCGS  #009142 

Gem  1908-D  $20 

No  Motto 


MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief  $20 

Attractive  Mint  State 


Popular  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief  $20 

“Economy”  Coin 


I2x  photo) 

1095  MCMVII  (1907)  High  Relief,  Wire  Rim.  MS-62  (PCGS). 

Although  this  piece  is  graded  “only”  MS-62,  it  is  quite  well  struck 
and  has  very  nice  eye  appeal.  It  will  hold  its  own  against  any  number 
of  pieces  that  have  been  graded  a notch  higher. 

The  beauty  and  desirability  of  the  MCMVII  High  Relief  $20 
goes  without  saying.  There  is  room  for  one  in  every  collection, 
providing  the  owner  has  an  appropriate  checkbook  balance! 

PCGS  #009135 
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1100  1909  MS-63  (PCGS).  A medium  range  Mint  State  example  of 
one  of  the  scarcer  Philadelphia  issues  of  the  era.  Some  handling 
marks  as  expected. 

PCGS  #009150 


Choice  1909-D  Double  Eagle 

Exceptional  Eye  Appeal 


(2x  photo) 

1101  1909-D  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lovely  example  with  a generous 

quotient  of  eye  appeal,  the  present  1909-D  is  richly  lustrous  with 
yellow-orange  color.  Nicely  struck.  A piece  that  is  just  right  for 
the  assigned  grade. 

PCCJS  #009152 


1103  1909-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Nice  gold  color. 
An  above  average  example  of  this  popular  date. 

PCGS  #009153 


1105  1910-D  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  attractive,  with  relatively  few 
surface  marks,  this  coin  will  occupy  an  honored  pl.ice  in  an  advanced 
collection  of  double  eagles.  It  has  a great  deal  ot  eye  appeal  and 
everything  else  desirable. 

PCGS  #009155 


Gem  1909-S  Double  Eagle 

Among  Finest  Graded 


1102  1909-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  satiny,  with  most  design 
features  showing  good  definition.  There  is  a scattering  of  contact 
and  handling  marks  on  both  sides,  so  in-person  examination  is 
suggested. 

PCGS  #009153 

Gem  1909-S  Double  Eagle 


1104  1910-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  A very 
pleasing  coin. 

PCGS  #009155 
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1108  1911  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Attractive  surfaces. 
Another  nice  opportunity  to  acquire  a pleasing  coin. 

PCGS  #009157 


Gem  1910-S  Double  Eagle 


1 106  1910-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  with  warm  yellow- 
gold  surtaces.  A hint  of  iridescence  can  also  be  seen.  An  attractive 
example  that  will  fit  nicely  into  a set  formed  by  a connoisseur. 
PCGS  #009156 

Gem  1910-S  Double  Eagle 


1107  1910-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive,  this 
1910-S  double  eagle  is  a bit  nicer  than  usually  seen,  say  in  the  top 
40%  of  those  graded  MS-65  by  PCGS — referring  to  those  that 
have  passed  under  our  shew. 

PCGS  #009156 


Gem  1911-S  Double  Eagle 


1109  1911-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant  in  warm  yellow  gold.  Matte-like 
fields.  Nice  eye  appeal.  Probably  in  the  top  30%  of  PCGS  graded 
coins  we  have  seen  at  this  level.  The  present  descriptions  are,  of 
course,  highly  subjective,  but  simply  refer  to  what  we  see. 

PCGS  #009159 


1110  1911-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  a hint  of 
iridescence.  A nice  example  at  the  assigned  grade. 

PCGS  #009159 

Choice  1912  $20  Gold 


nil  1912  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  and  attractive.  Yellow-orange 
surtaces  with  a hint  of  iridescence.  Nicely  struck. 

PCGS  #009160 
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Gem  1913  Double  Eagle 


1117  1914-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  with  attractive  gold 

color.  One  of  the  more  available  issues  ot  the  era,  but  not  alw.iys 
with  such  nice  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #009166 


American  Nl'mism.veic  Rarieies 


— 

Gem  1913-D  Double  Eagle 


{2x  photo) 

1112  1913  MS-65  (NGC).  A lustrous  example  with  light  toning.  Sharply 
struck.  Some  scattered  marks  are  seen  here  and  there  as  expected  for 
the  grade.  A high  level  example  of  one  of  the  scarcer  Philadelphia 
Mint  issues  of  the  year,  the  1913  in  MS-65  is  an  object  of  wide 
desire.  No  doubt  the  present  piece  will  result  in  many  bids. 

NGC  Census:  16;  1 finer  (MS-66). 

PCGS  #009161 

Choice  1913  Double  Eagle 


' 1113  1913  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  especially  richly  lustrous. 

; Warm  yellow-orange  color.  A high  quality  specimen. 

; PCGS  #009161 
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1114  1913-D  MS-65  (PCGS).  A splendid  specimen  with  richly  lustrous 
fields.  A few  scattered  bagmarks  are  seen,  but  far  fewer  than  normal. 
In  the  top  10%  of  MS-65  pieces  we  have  seen. 

PCGS  #009162 


1115  1913-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A nice  example 
of  this  low-mintage  issue — with  one  of  the  smallest  production 
figures  of  its  time.  An  excellent  opportunity. 

PCGS  #009163 


Choice  1914  Double  Eagle 


1116  1914  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  A very 
handsome  example — distinctly  above  average  in  quality  as  are  most 
double  eagles  in  the  present  listing. 

PCGS  #009164 


Choice  1913-S  Double  Eagle 
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1119  1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well  struck,  brilliant,  and  lustrous.  Another 
worthwhile  specimen. 

PCGS  #009167 

Choice  1915  Double  Eagle 
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1118  Trio  of  Saint-Gaudens  double  eagles,  MS-63  (NGC):  ☆ 

1914-S  ☆ 1915-S  ☆ 1927.  Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive.  (Total: 
3 pieces) 


Superb  Gem  1922  $20  Gold 

Highest  NGC  Grade 


Choice  1915  $20  Gold 


(2x  photo) 

1122  1922  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  well  struck,  and  in  espe- 
cially exceptional  grade.  NGC  has  had  only  two  other  certification 
events  at  this  level.  A coin  with  wide  appeal.  Watch  this  one  go! 
NGC  Census:  3;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #009173 


1121  1915-S  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  In  the 
top  half  of  pieces  we  have  seen  of  this  date,  mint,  and  grade. 

PCGS  #009168 


1120  1915  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  A few  gray  toning 
areas  are  seen  on  the  obverse.  Among  the  finer  pieces  graded  by 
PCGS,  but  with  lots  of  company  at  this  level. 

PCGS  #009167 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


Choice  1922-S  Double  Eagle 


1123  1922-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  Well  struck  and  lustrous.  Yellow-gold 
with  some  iridescence.  A nice  example  of  this  San  Francisco  is- 
sue. 

PCGS  #009174 

Superb  Gem  1923-D  $20  Gold 


1124  1923-D  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  some  light 
toning.  Well  struck.  Outstanding  in  eye  appeal,  this  being  true  of 
most  of  the  others  in  this  offering.  If  double  eagles  are  presently  an 
interest,  be  sure  to  fiU  in  your  Want  List  with  this  sale.  If  you  haven’t 
contemplated  double  eagles,  this  sale  is  a great  place  to  start. 

PCGS  #009176 

Superb  Gem  1924  $20 

None  Finer  Graded 


1125  1924  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  satiny,  and  sharply  struck.  Here’s 
a gem  about  as  close  to  perfection  as  we’ve  seen  or  ever  hope  to  see. 
While  78 — count  them — 78  events  at  the  MS-67  level  are  recorded 
by  PCGS,  not  a single  one  has  gone  beyond  that  border.  Accord- 
ingly, the  present  piece  is  just  right  for  top  honors  in  a Registry  Set 
or  other  competition.  Beyond  the  number,  however,  the  piece  has 
outstanding  eye  appeal.  To  us  this  is  just  as  important. 

PCGS  #009177 


1128  1925-S  AU-58  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  much  lustre  still  remaining. 
Close  enough  to  Mint  State  that  many  would  call  it  that.  Very  at- 
tractive and  with  relatively  few  handling  marks. 

PCGS  #009182 

Key  1926-S  Double  Eagle 

Choice  Mint  State 


1126  1924  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  One  of 
the  more  popular  dates. 

PCGS  #009177 

1127  Pair  of  1924  double  eagles  grading  MS-63  (PCGS).  One 

displays  bright  yellow  gold  lustre  with  splashes  of  orange  and  one 
with  subdued  yellow  gold  surfaces.  (Total;  2 pieces) 


Key  1925-S  Double  Eagle 


1129  1926-S  MS-64  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  lustrous  example  in  orange 
gold  with  some  iridescence.  Nicely  struck.  Remarkably  free  ot 
bagmarks  and  handling.  One  of  the  nicest  we  have  seen  at  this  grade 
level.  The  1926-S  was  a classic  rarity  in  the  1940s,  when  only  a 
handful  were  known.  Today,  the  population  is  in  the  hundreds,  due 
to  the  tapping  of  long-hidden  overseas  hoards.  Still,  the  1926-S  can 
be  called  rare  in  the  present  combination  ot  grade  and  quality. 

PCGS  #009185 
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1130  1927  MS-65  (PCGS)  . Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  attractive.  A plentiful 
date,  but  not  as  often  seen  as  either  1924  or  1928. 

PCGS  #009186 


Superb  Gem  1928  $20 

Highest  NGC  Grade 


1131  1928  MS-67  (NGC).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Attractive  yeUow-gold 

toning.  Well  struck.  The  1928  is  the  latest-dated  readily  collectible 
coin  in  the  double  eagle  series.  Later  issues  are  all  rare. 

PCGS  #009189 


1132  1928  MS-65  (NGC).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  beaufiful  to  behold. 
The  latest  readily  collectible  date  in  the  Saint-Gaudens  series. 
PCGS  #009189 


Commemorative  Silver  Coins 


Visually  Impressive  1893  Isabella  250 


{2x  photo) 


1133  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A visually  impressive 
gem  with  richly  lustrous  surfaces.  The  toning  is  nothing  short  of 
incredible,  even  for  this  issue  that  typical  “tones  up”  in  an  attrac- 
tive, lively  manner.  The  centers  are  brisk  golden  gray  with  whirling 
cartwheel  lustre  that  reaches  outward  toward  incredibly  deep  gold, 
crimson,  and  electric  blue.  The  strike  is  somewhat  finer  than  typi- 
cally encountered,  with  full  hair,  spindle,  and  hand  details  on  the 
kneeling  woman  on  the  reverse.  Gem  quality. 

The  Board  of  Lady  Managers  of  the  Columbian  Exposition  petitioned 
for  commemorative  coinage  of  their  own,  and  on  March  3,  1893,  authority 
was  granted  to  issue  the  Isabella  quarter  dollar  conunemorative,  the  first  such 
American  commemorative  within  the  denominarion.  Designed  by  Charles 
E.  Barber,  these  quarter  dollars  were  sold  at  the  Exposition  for  $ 1 each.  The 
kneeling  figure  on  the  reverse  represents  women’s  industry. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009220 
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1136  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Lustrous  pale  golden 
surfaces  with  some  deeper  highlights  at  the  rims.  Nicely  struck. 
RCGS  #009220 

Gem  Mint  State  1900  Lafayette  $1 


Gem  Mint  State  1893  Isabella  250 

Vivid  Golden  Toning 


(2x  photo) 

1134  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A vividly  toned  and 
highly  lustrous  gem  example  of  our  nation’s  first  commemorative 
quarter  dollar  issue.  Deepening  shades  of  gold  tempered  with  rose 
gather  on  both  sides  of  this  sharply  struck  beauty. 

PCGS  #009220 


Colorful  Gem  1893  Isabella  250 


(2x  photo) 

1137  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A briskly  colored  gem 
example  of  our  nation’s  first  commemorative  silver  dollar  issue. 
Central  obverse  brilliance  gives  way  rapidly  to  rich  deep  golden 
brown,  sea  green,  and  deep  fiery  orange  at  the  rim,  while  the 


(2x  photo) 


1135  1893  Isabella  quarter.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  sup- 
portive cartwheel  lustre.  The  obverse  exhibits  brisk  shades  of  blue, 
crimson,  and  sea  green,  while  the  reverse  is  awash  with  faint  peach 
that  fades  to  violet  and  electric  blue.  A colorful  gem. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009220 
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1138  1900  Lafayette  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Satiny,  inattc-Iikc  golden 
gray  surfaces  with  bursts  of  mint  brilliance  in  the  protected  areas. 
PCGS  #009222 


Gem  1921  Alabama  500 

2X2  in  Field 


1141  1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  specimen 

with  areas  of  rich  peach  and  gold  toning,  though  largely  brilliant  in 
most  places. 

PCGS  #009225 


1139  1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  ex- 
pansive underlying  lustre  on  faint  champagne  surfaces.  A vertical 
die  crack  at  the  center  of  the  reverse  runs  from  the  top  edge  of  the 
eagle’s  wing  to  its  claw. 

PCGS  Population:  53;  5 finer  (all  MS-67). 

PCGS  #009225 


1142  1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A lustrous  specimen  with 
full  mint  brilliance,  a coin  that  pushes  the  gem  category.  Nicely 
struck  for  the  issue. 

PCGS  #009225 
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reverse  is  identically  toned  save  for  the  central  brilliance.  Struck  in 
late  December  1899  with  the  1900  date. 

Ever  a source  of  great  numismatic  information,  the  Red  Book  notes  that 
not  only  were  the  dies  for  this  popular  issue  created  by  Charles  E.  Barber, 
we  find  there  also  that  this  is  the  first  coin  authorized  by  the  United  States 
to  bear  the  portrait  of  a U.S.  President. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009222 


Choice  Uncirculated  1900  Lafayette  $1 


1140  1921  Alabama.  2X2.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Sparkling  cartwheel  lustre 
supports  a wealth  of  varied  champagne  hues  that  deepen  toward 
the  rim.  Undeniably  of  gem  quality. 

PCGS  #009225 
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Richly  Toned  1921  Alabama  50^ 


1144  1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Strong  underlying  lustre 
supports  varied  golden  hues  on  largely  brilliant  surfaces. 

PCGS  #009224 


1145  1936  Albany.  MS-67  (PCGS)  . Intense  cartwheel  lustre  on  surfaces 
that  exhibit  brilliance  tempered  with  rich,  exotic  gold,  crimson,  and 
peach.  A satiny  gem  with  a bold  strike  and  exquisite  eye  appeal.  A 
beautiful  and  colorful  gem. 

PCGS  Population:  74;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

Designed  by  Gertrude  K.  Lathrop  of  Albany,  the  obverse  features  a bea- 
ver busily  working  on  a maple  branch,  while  the  reverse  features  Governor 
Dongan,  Peter  Schuyler,  and  Robert  Livingston  celebrating  the  charter  of 
Albany  in  1686. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009227 

1146  Selection  PCGS-certified  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1936 
Albany.  MS-65.  Pale  gold,  orange,  and  silver  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1936 
Bridgeport.  MS-65.  Delicate  golden  orange  toning  on  both  surfaces 

☆ 1935  Texas.  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  delicate  golden  orange  and 
silver  gray  toning  ☆ 1936-S  Texas.  (2).  MS-65.  Frosty  pearl  gray 
surfaces;  MS-64.  Lustrous  golden  rose  surfaces.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

1147  Trio  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC): 

☆ 1936  Albany.  Lovely  satiny  golden  gray  lustre  over  both  surfaces 

☆ 1936  Long  Island.  Satiny  silver  gray  with  splashes  of  delicate  gold- 
en rose  ☆ 1938  New  Rochelle.  Satiny  lustre.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


(2.x  photo) 

1143  1921  Alabama.  Plain.  MS-66  (NGC).  Intense  cartwheel  lustre 
radiates  briskly  from  faint  champagne  centers,  with  deep  gold, 
crimson,  violet,  and  electric  blue  highlights  at  the  rims.  A stunning 
Alabama  half  dollar,  both  physically  and  aesthetically.  Alabama  half 
dollars  in  today’s  numismatic  marketplace  are  typically  brilliant  or 
faintly  toned,  and  a richly  toned  gem  such  as  the  present  specimen 
is  a beautiful  exception  to  the  majority  of  Alabama  half  dollars  cur- 
rently in  numismatic  hands.  We  offer  here  a beautiful  coin  that  is 
visually  exciting,  as  well  as  physically  sound. 

NGC  Census:  43;  7 finer  (MS-67^  finest). 

Designed  by  Laura  Gardin  Fraser,  this  is.sue  was  authorized  in  1920 
for  a Centennial  that  was  celebrated  in  1919,  both  dates  being  moot,  as 
the  issue  was  not  struck  until  1921.  These  popular  pieces  were  first  offered 
during  President  Warren  G.  Harding’s  visit  to  Birmingham,  Alabama  on 
October  26,  1921.  The  appearance  of  Alabama  Governor  T.E.  Kilby  on 
tlie  obverse  represents  the  first  instance  of  a living  person’s  portrait  on  an 
American  issue. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009224 
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Incredibly  Beautiful  1937  Antietam  500 

None  Graded  Finer  By  PCGS 


1149  1937  Antietam.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A satiny  golden  gray  gem  with 

rich  bursts  of  deeper  gold  at  the  rims.  Matte-like  in  appearance, 
and  unusually  appealing  as  such. 

PCGS  #009229 


1150  Trio  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-64  (NGC) 

☆ 1937  Antietam.  Satiny  iridescent  rose  surfaces  ☆ 1935  Con- 
necticut. Lustrous  yellow  gold  surfaces  ☆ 1936  Delaware.  Satiny 
with  splashes  of  golden  toning.  (Total  3 pieces) 


1151  Instant  starter  collection  of  commemorative  ephemera: 

☆ Antietam.  Brochure  describing  the  issue  ☆ Arkansas.  Black 
leatherette  box  for  a 1937  PDS  set  ☆ Arkansas.  Postcard  advising 
of  advancement  of  prices  for  1936  and  1938  PDS  sets  ☆ Bridge- 
port. Original  cardboard  box  fora  single  coin  ☆ Cleveland.  Melish 
triangle  flap  holder  for  one  coin  ☆ Connecticut.  Postcard  for  the 
Tercentenary  Celebration  ☆ Lexington.  Wood  box  of  issue  for  a 
single  coin  ☆ Rhode  Island.  Souvenir  sheet  issued  by  the  Rhode 
Island  Philatelic  Society,  Number  393/1000  ☆ Rhode  Island.  Bro- 
chure describing  the  issue  ☆ Stone  Mountain.  Chip  of  granite  from 
General  Lee’s  figure.  In  original  box  of  issue  ☆ Booker  T.  Wash- 
ington. Christmas  card  issued  by  the  Birthplace  Memorial  with  one 
1946  BTW  half  dollar  attached  ☆ York.  Original  tab-style  holder 
for  five  pieces.  Also  included  is  a selection  of  six  postal  envelopes 
with  designs  relating  to  the  following  events:  ☆ California-Pacific 
Expo  ☆ Maryland  Tercentenary  ☆ Oregon  Territory  Centennial 
(4).  An  interesting  selection  ofitems.  (Total:  18  pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

Colorful  Gem  193 5-D  Arkansas  500 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


1152  1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A high  degree  oflustre  seem- 
ingly glows  from  within  on  this  gorgeous  opalescent  gray  Arkansas 
half  dollar.  Highlights  of  bright  peach,  crimson,  orange,  and  gold 
engage  the  viewer’s  eye.  An  aesthetically  appealing  and  richly  toned 
gem. 

PCGS  Population:  34:  none  finer. 

Edward  Everett  Burr  designed  this  popular  issue  that  celebrates  the  100th 
anniversary  of  the  admission  of  Arkansas  into  the  Union.  Though  1936  was 
the  centennial  year,  1935  saw  the  first  celebratory  coinage.  All  three  mints 
produced  the  Arkansas  half  dollar  from  1935  to  1939,  inclusive,  making  for 
a 15-piece  set  for  those  completists  among  ns. 

PCGS  #009234 


1148  1937  Antietam.  MS-68  (PCGS).  An  incredibly  beautiflil,  impres- 
sively toned  gem.  The  obverse  displays  varied  hues  of  gold,  peach, 
rose,  and  magenta,  while  the  reverse  center  shows  warm  brilliance 
encircled  by  incredible  splashes  of  the  same  hues  that  decorate  the 
obverse.  The  toning  is  rich  and  robust,  and  seemingly  glows  from 
within  the  surfaces  of  this  satiny  gem.  A deeply  exciting  gem. 

PCGS  Population;  13;  none  finer. 

Struck  in  1937  to  commemorate  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  famous 
Civil  War  battle,  this  commemorative  half  dollar  was  designed  by  William 
Marks  Simpson.  Union  General  George  B.  McClellan  and  Confederate 
General  Robert  E.  Lee  grace  the  obverse  of  this  coin  that  celebrates  what 
may  very  well  be  the  bloodiest  day  in  American  Military  history,  either  at 
home  or  abroad;  more  than  23,000  men  were  killed,  wounded,  or  deckired 
missing  after  this  one  day  battle  on  September  17,  1862. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009229 


(2x  photo) 
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1153  1935-D  Arkansas.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A satiny,  lustrous  gem  with 
matte-like  surfaces  that  are  rich  with  varied  golden  hues.  A visually 
impressive  specimen  that  sits  among  the  finest  certified  by  PCGS. 

PCGS  Population:  34;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #009234 

1154  Half  dozen  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65 
(NGC)  : ☆ 1935-S  Arkansas.  Lovely  mottled  rose  toning  over  both 
surfaces  ☆ 1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  Satiny  ☆ 1936  Bridgeport.  Frosty 
delicate  rose-gray  surfaces  ☆ 1952  Carver-Washington.  Lustrous 
with  just  a hint  of  delicate  toning  ☆ 1936  Cleveland.  Lustrous 
golden  surfaces  ☆ 1936  Robinson.  Satiny  lustre.  (Total;  6 pieces) 


1155  1936-D  Arkansas.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A visually  enticing  gem  with 
satiny  cartwheel  lustre  at  the  center  of  the  obverse,  the  brilliance 
eventually  reined  in  by  crescents  ofbright,  powerful  pale  blue,  gold, 
and  crimson;  the  reverse  is  largely  brilliant  with  rich  gold,  crimson, 
and  blue  highlights  forming  at  the  rim.  A lovely  gem. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009238 


1156  1936-S  Bay  Bridge.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A beautiful  gem  with 
gorgeous  toning.  The  satiny,  lustrous  surfaces  are  deeply  imbued 
with  rich  peach  and  fiery  orange  toning.  On  the  reverse,  there  is 
deep  gold  and  crimson  toning.  This  may  be  the  most  vibrant  and 
colorful  Bay  Bridge  commemorative  half  dollar  in  collector  hands. 
A delightful  gem. 

This  particular  issue  features  a California  grizzly  bear  on  the  obverse, 
while  the  reverse  design  theme  is  dominated  by  the  San  Francisco-Oakland 
Bay  Bridge.  Designed  byjacques  Schnier,  a San  Francisco  artist,  this  popular 
issue  was  first  made  available  for  purchase  at  toll  booths  on  opening  day  of 
the  bridge  depicted. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009254 


1157  1935-D  Boone.  Small  1934.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Satiny  pale  rose 
surfaces  with  strong  underlying  lustre  a faint  wash  of  lively  cham- 
pagne iridescence. 

PCGS  #009263 

Minted  for  five  years,  the  Boone  half  dollar  saw  production  1934  to 
1938.  Designed  by  Augustus  Lukeman,  the  obverse  bears  the  portrait  of 
Daniel  Boone,  while  the  reverse  shows  Boone  with  a depiction  of  Chief 
Black  Fish. 


1158  1936  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Pale  champagne  surfaces  glow 
with  richly  imbued  underlying  lustre.  Iridescent  gold,  sky  blue, 
and  crimson  adorn  the  obverse  rim. 

PCGS  #009266 

1159  Group  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-64 
(NGC):  ☆ 1936-S  Boone  ☆ 1920  Maine  ☆ 1936-S  Rhode  Island 
☆ 1935-S  San  Diego  ☆ 1925  Stone  Mountain  ☆ 1946-S  Booker 
T.  Washington.  All  are  lustrous  and  attractive  with  various  shades 
of  lovely  golden  toning.  (Total;  6 pieces) 

1160  Pair  ofPCGS-certified  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1937 
Boone.  MS-66.  Satiny  golden  gray  iridescence  with  splashes  of 
golden  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1936  Norfolk.  MS-65.  Deep 
rich  rose,  sea  green,  gold,  lavender,  and  magenta  over  both  surfaces. 
(Total;  2 pieces) 
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1164  1936  Bridgeport.  MS-65  (NGC).  Another  richly  toned  Bridge- 
port half  dollar,  this  with  scattered  sky  blue,  sea  green,  peach,  crim- 
son, and  violet  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  satiny,  matte-like 
medium  golden  gray  with  splashes  of  pale  rose,  sea  green,  and  fiery 
peach. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009279 


1165  1925-S  California.  MS-67  (NGC).  Broadly  sweeping  cartwheel 
lustre  is  alive  with  rich  and  varied  shades  of  deep  gold,  blue,  and 
rose  on  both  sides.  A colorful  mi.x  of  lively  toning. 

Jo  Mora,  a weU-known  California  sculptor,  was  responsible  for  the  de- 
sign of  this  popular  issue,  struck  to  mark  the  75th  anniversary  of  California’s 
admission  into  the  Union.  The  presence  of  the  California  grizzly  bear  here 
marks  the  first  appearance  of  this  state  emblem  in  the  commemorative  half 
dollar  series;  notably,  the  bear  appears  again  on  the  San  Diego  and  Bay  Bridge 
issues  of  the  following  decade. 

PCGS  #009281 


1166  1925-S  California.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Broadly  sweeping  cartwheel 
lustre  enhances  the  obverse  central  brilliance,  heightening  the  fiery 
gold,  crimson,  and  electric  blue  toning  at  the  rim.  The  reverse  is 
largely  brilliant  at  the  center,  with  deep  violet,  electric  blue,  and 
pale  rose  toning  at  the  rim.  A sharp  and  attractive  gem,  somewhat 
prooflike  on  the  obverse,  and  exciting  to  behold. 

PCGS  Population:  76;  2 finer  (both  MS-67). 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009281 


j, 

Detectably  Toned  Gem  1938-D  Boone  50^ 


1162  1938-D  Boone.  MS-67  (NGC).  A sparkling  gem  example  of  the 
date  with  brisk  underlying  lustre  and  lively  rainbow  tones  toward 
the  rims. 

NGC  Census:  24;  5 finer  (MS-69lk-  finest). 

PCGS  #009275 


1161 


1938-D  Boone.  MS-67  (PCGS).  One  of  the  most  impressively 
toned  and  intensely  beautiful  Boone  half  dollars  to  cross  this  writer’s 
desk,  this  is  definitely  a coin  with  few — if  any — visual  peers.  The 
underlying  lustre  is  explosive,  and  much  the  same  can  be  said  for 
the  toning  highlights  on  both  sides.  The  obverse  exhibits  splashes 
ot  intense  sky  blue  pastel  iridescence,  with  fiery  orange  and  crim- 
son at  the  rim.  On  the  reverse  the  fiery  gold,  orange,  and  crimson 
toning  at  the  rim  encircles  fiiint  sky  blue  and  pale  rose  iridescence 
at  the  center.  Simply  beautiful.  This  particular  issue,  from  the  final 
year  ot  the  Boone  half  dollar  series,  saw  a distribution  ofjust  2,100 
pieces. 

PCGS  Population:  34;  3 finer  (MS-69  finest). 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009275 


1936  Bridgeport.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  intensely  toned  gem. 
The  satiny,  mattc-like  obverse  center  yields  to  incredibly  deep 
and  fiery  chestnut,  crimson,  and  deep  blue.  The  reverse  is  largely 
satiny,  mattc-like  golden  gray  with  deepening  orange,  gold,  and 
violet  at  the  rim.  A richly  toned  beauty  that  is  head  and  shoulders 
above  many  of  the  Bridgeport  commemorative  half  dollars  offered 
in  today’s  marketplace. 

Authorized  on  May  15, 1936  and  designed  by  Henry  Kreis,  this  popular 
half doUar  with  its  modernistic  eagle  was  issued  to  commemorate  the  lOOtli 
anniversary  ot  the  incorporation  of  the  city  ot  Bridgeport,  Connecticut. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009279 
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1171  1936-D  Cincinnati.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Perhaps  as  lovely  and 
colorful  a gem  Cincinnati  half  doUar  as  you  are  ever  to  encounter! 
Fiery  gold,  crimson,  and  peach  at  the  rims  surround  faint  yet  intense 
hues  of  pale  sky  blue.  An  extremely  beautiful  coin  that  immediately 
engages  the  viewer’s  eye. 

Designed  by  Constance  Ortmayer  of  Washington,  DC,  this  issue  was 
supposedly  struck  to  commemorate  the  50th  anniversary  of  Cincinnati  as 
a center  of  music,  hence  the  appearance  of  Stephen  Foster,  “America’s 
Troubadour,”  though  no  one  is  quite  sure  what  he  is  doing  on  this  coin;  so 
far  as  is  known,  Foster  left  no  real  historical  mark,  musically  or  otherwise, 
in  Cincinnati. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009284 

1172  Trio  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-64  (NGC): 

☆ 1936-D  Cincinnati.  Lustrous  with  traces  of  gold  at  the  obverse 
periphery  ☆ 1936  Elgin.  Lovely  matte-like  rose  gold  surfaces  ☆ 
1927  Vermont.  Lustrous.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

Extraordinary  1936  Cleveland  50^ 

MS-67  (PCGS). 


1167  1925-S  California.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Sparkling  gem  surfaces  are 
rich  with  wisps  of  iridescent  gold,  blue,  and  lilac.  A pretty  California 
Diamond  Jubilee  commemorative  half  dollar. 

PCGS  #009281 


1168  1925-S  California.  MS-66  (NGC).  A glorious  gem  if  ever 
there  was  one.  The  sparkling,  brilliant  surfaces  spring  to  life  with 
an  abundance  of  intense  lustre,  while  rich  gold  and  electric  blue 
highlights  gather  at  the  rims.  If  you  seek  perfection  in  a California 
Diamond  Jubilee  half  dollar,  perhaps  you  need  to  apply  an  eye  to 
this  startling  beauty. 

PCGS  #009281 


1173  1936  Cleveland.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem,  a beautiful  coin 
that  survives  careful  scrutiny  with  high  honors.  The  satiny  golden 
gray  surfaces  are  alive  with  wisps  of  pale  rose,  and  sea  green,  with 
rich,  fiery  orange  and  gold  blazing  at  the  obverse  rim.  The  reverse 
is  satiny  pale  golden  gray  with  intense  lustre  and  rich  yellow  and 
flint  sky  blue  toning  toward  the  rim.  Lovely. 

PCGS  Population:  36;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

Struck  in  1937,  all  Cleveland  half  dollars  were  dated  1936.  Designed  by 
Brenda  Putnam,  this  issue  celebrates  the  centennial  of  Cleveland,  OH,  and 
the  Great  Lakes  Exposition  held  there  in  1936.  The  obverse  features  the  bust 
of  Moses  Cleaveland,  founder  of  that  settlement,  while  the  reverse  displays 
a draftsman’s  compass,  with  the  point  at  the  heart  of  Cleveland. 

PCGS  #009288 

1174  Trio  of  PCGS-certified  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1936 
Cleveland.  MS-65.  Delicate  frosty  olive-gold  over  both  surfaces  ☆ 
1936-D  Columbia.  MS-66.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  golden  and 
gray  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1934-D  Oregon  Trail.  MS-66. 
Lustrous  golden  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


1169  1925-S  California.  MS-65  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  unyielding 
cartwheel  lustre  and  equally  vibrant  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #009281 


1170  1952  Carver-Washington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A vibrantly  toned 
gem.  The  underlying  lustre  heightens  the  vivid  violet,  gold,  sea 
green,  and  pale  blue  highlights  on  both  sides.  A vividly  toned 
beauty. 

Fittingly  designed  by  African-American  Isaac  Scott  Hathaway,  this 
commemorative  half  dollar  issue,  struck  1951  to  1954,  celebrates  the 
achievements  of  two  outstanding  African-Americans,  George  Washington 
Carver  and  Booker  T.  Washington. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009434 
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1175  1936  Cleveland.  MS-63  (PCGS).  An  incredibly  toned  beauty. 
Fiery  lustre  supports  gold,  peach,  orange,  and  crimson  on  the  ob- 
verse, while  the  frosty,  largely  brilliant  center  on  the  reverse  supports 
vivid  toning  like  that  on  the  obverse,  but  here  mainly  toward  the 
rim.  Anrong  the  most  vividly  toned  commemorative  half  dollars 
to  ever  cross  the  present  writer’s  desk. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009288 

1176  Three  NGC-certified  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1936 
Columbia.  MS-66  ☆ 1946  Iowa.  MS-67  ☆ 1936  Norfolk.  MS-66. 
Each  with  satiny  lustre  and  traces  of  delicate  golden  toning.  (Total: 
3 pieces) 

1177  1936  Columbia  PDS  set,  PCGS-certified:  ☆ Philadelphia. 
MS-65.  Satiny  lustre  with  just  a whisper  of  flint  orange  ☆ Denver. 
MS-65.  Satiny  lustre  with  delicate  orange  over  both  surfaces  ☆ San 
Francisco.  MS-64.  Mottled  pale  orange  over  both  surfaces.  (Total: 
3 pieces) 


Two  1936-PDS  Columbia,  S.C.  Sets 

With  Original  Holders  of  Issue 

1178  Two  1936  Columbia  PDS  sets,  average  grade  MS-65.  Two 

gorgeous  gem  PDS  sets,  all  six  coins  richly  toned  from  years  of 
storage  in  their  original  holders  of  issue.  A nice  group  of  half  dol- 
lars, never  fussed  with  by  today’s  well-meaning  specialists,  and 
no  doubt  attractive  to  a wide  spectrum  of  collectors  as  such.  The 
two  holders  arc  identical,  each  with  three  holes  with  tabs  to  keep 
the  coins  in  place,  each  lettered  1786-1936  / HALF  DOLLAR 
COMMEMORATING  THE  SESQUI-CENTENNIAL  / OF 
THE  FOUNDING  OF  COLUMBIA  AS  THE  CAPITAL  OF  / 
SOUTH  CAROLINA,  on  four  lines  with  PATENTED  CAR19  - 
SOLD  BYJOHN  H.  EGGERS,  NEW  YOILK.  in  very  tiny  letters 
on  a fifth  line.  The  holders  retain  much  of  their  original  dignity, 
not  heavily  soiled  or  creased,  though  one  has  an  old  piece  of  scotch 
tape  where  a tab  separated.  A neat  lot  for  a commemorative  half 
dollar  completist.  (Total:  6 coins,  2 holders) 


1179  1936-D  Columbia.  MS-68  (NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  matte-like 
surfaces.  Warm  underlying  lustre  supports  medium  gold  and  lively 
silver  gray  toning  highlights. 

PCGS  #009292 


1180  1936-D  Columbia.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Smoky,  sultry  golden  gray 
with  strong  underlying  lustre  and  bright,  intense  peach,  orange,  and 
gold  toning  toward  the  rims  on  both  sides.  An  issue  that  seldom 
comes  with  any  real  “color,”  making  the  present  satiny  gem  of  strong 
interest  to  those  who  appreciate  richly  toned  commemoratives. 

Designed  to  celebrate  the  Sesquicentennial  of  the  founding  of  Columbia, 
South  Carolina,  this  issue  was  designed  by  A.  Wolfe  Davidson.  The  obverse 
depicts  symbols  of  the  local  government,  while  the  reverse  depicts  a palmetto 
tree,  the  state  emblem. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009292 


1181  1936-S  Columbia.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  intense  example  of  the 
issue,  here  with  superb  toning  highlights.  The  centers  are  mainly 
satiny  golden  gray,  while  deep  gold,  fiery  orange,  explosive  peach, 
and  other  hues  gather  at  the  rims.  Another  splendid  example  of  this 
issue,  with  toning  that  is  simply  exemplary. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009293 

1182  Pair  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65  (PCGS): 

☆ 1936-S  Columbia.  Lovely  rose-gold  surfaces  ☆ 1925  Lexington. 
Lustrous  with  golden  highlights.  (Total:  2 pieces) 
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(2x  photo) 

1188  1935  Connecticut.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  exceptionally  lovely 
gem  Connecticut  half  dollar,  rare  when  so  beautifully  toned.  An 
impressive  halo  of  rich  peach  tempered  with  faint  rainbow  high- 
lights grows  inward  toward  the  pale  champagne  centers  of  this 
satiny  gem.  Splashes  of  gold  and  peach  seemingly  flutter  through 
the  leaves  of  the  Charter  Oak,  the  hiding  place  of  the  colony’s 
Royal  Charter  when  representatives  of  the  king  in  England  came 
to  revoke  the  articles  contained  therein.  The  emissaries  ofjames  II 
never  discovered  the  hiding  place,  and  ever  since  1688,  the  fabled 
tree  has  served  as  the  proud  symbol  of  Connecticut.  Accompanied 
by  related  ephemera,  including  a box  from  the  Hartford  National 
Bank  & Trust  Company,  see  below.  As  nice  as  you  may  ever  see 
for  a 1935  Connecticut  half  dollar  at  the  MS-65  level,  and  worthy 
of  a good,  long  look. 

Accompanied  by  the  original  shipping  envelope  from  the  Hartford 
National  Bank  & Trust  Company  with  two  nine-cent  stamps  attached  and 
an  unbroken  seal  on  one  end  flap,  as  well  as  the  printed  insert  from  the 
Connecticut  Tercentenary  Commission,  and  the  “box  of  issue”  from  the 
aforementioned  bank.  Box  about  1.5”X  1.5”,  silver  foiled  with  bank  imprint 
and  dates  1636-1935  on  the  top,  hinge  intact,  HARTFORD  NATIONAL 
BANK  / AND  TRUST  CO,  / HARTFORD),  CONNECTICUT  / ES- 
TABLISHED 1792  on  four  lines  in  top  of  box.  royal  purple  velvet  insert 
in  bottom  of  box. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009299 


Beautifully  Toned  1892  Columbian  Half  Dollar 


1183  1892  Columbian.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  imparessively  toned  and 
extremely  beautiful  example  of  our  nation’s  first  commemorative 
hall  dollar.  Brisk  electric  blue  and  varied  shades  of  feint  rose  and  sea 
green  iridescence  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  lustre  illuminates 
fiery  peach,  rose,  and  electric  blue  tones.  Absolutely  gem. 

Designed  by  Olin  Lewis  Warner,  the  engraving  duties  for  this  coin 
went  to  C.E.  Barber  for  the  obverse,  while  George  T.  Morgan  engraved 
the  reverse.  These  coins  were  sold  for  $1  each  at  the  World’s  Columbian 
Exposition  in  Chicago  which  opened  in  1893,  a calendar  year  later  than  had 
been  anticipated.  Many  examples  of  the  issue  were  struck,  but  went  unsold; 
much  of  that  unsold  stock  was  later  released  for  circulation  at  face  value, 
which  may  account  for  many  of  the  lightly  circulated  specimens  known  to 
today’s  numismatic  community. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009296 

1184  Selection  of  commemorative  half  dollars  MS-65  (NGC):  ☆ 

1892  Columbian.  ☆ 1936  Delaware.  Lustrous  with  mottled  golden 
orange  toning  over  both  surfaces.  Attractive  ☆ 1920  Pilgrim.  Satiny 
silver  gray  with  rich  gold  and  gray  at  the  rims  ☆ 1937  Roanoke. 
Lustrous  champagne  surfaces.  (Total;  4 pieces) 

1185  Three  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC):  ☆ 

1892  Columbian.  Lustrous  with  golden  and  gunmetal-blue  toning 
at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1924  Huguenot.  Lustrous  with  delicate  golden 
highlights  ☆ 1920  Pilgrim.  Lustrous  golden  gray  surfaces.  (Total: 
3 pieces) 

1186  Trio  of  PCGS-certified  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 

1892  Columbian.  MS-64.  Obverse  with  rich  rose-gray  center 
with  iridescent  sea  green  and  gold  at  the  periphery;  reverse  with 
pale  mottled  silver  gray  and  pale  golden  toning  at  the  periphery  ☆ 
1918  Lincoln.  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  mottled  deep  rich 
olive  on  the  obverse;  reverse  deep  rich  steel  blue  and  lilac-gray  ☆ 
1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65.  Splashes  of  attractive  rose-orange  on  both 
surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


1187  1893  Columbian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  with  largely 
brilliant  centers  that  give  way  to  brisk  orange,  fiery  rose,  gold, 
and  electric  blue  at  the  rims.  The  reverse  has  an  extra  helping  of 
vibrant  golden  toning.  The  second  of  two  years  this  popular  issue 
was  struck. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009297 


Exceptionally  Lovely  Gem  1935  Connecticut  50(i; 

With  Bank  Box  of  Issue  and  Mailing  Envelope 
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1189  1936  Delaware.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A splendidly  toned  gem  Dela- 
ware half  dollar.  A satiny  gem  with  intense  cartwheel  lustre  that 
supports  deep  gold,  crimson,  fiery  peach,  medium  electric  blue,  and 
other  hues.  Suffice  it  to  say  that  the  present  Delaware  half  dollar  is 
among  the  most  “colorful”  e.xamples  of  date  seen  thus  far  by  the 
present  writer.  Simply  superb. 

Struck  to  commemorate  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  landing  in  Dela- 
ware by  Swedish  settlers,  the  designs  by  Carl  L.  Schmitz  were  chosen  from 
a design  competition  for  the  issue.  Authorized  in  1936,  struck  in  1937,  and 
dated  both  1938  and  1936,  this  multi-date  issue  is  always  well-respected, 
especially  at  gem  grades  such  as  offered  here. 

From  rite  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009301 


1190 


1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Absolutely  superb!  Satiny,  matte-like 
silver  centers  give  way  to  vibrant  gold,  fiery  orange,  deep  peach, 
and  violet  iridescence  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  rim  sports 
rich  golden  hues.  Nicely  struck  at  the  center  of  the  reverse,  with 
the  pioneer  woman’s  embracing  arms  and  head  details  plain;  this 
area  is  often  soft.  Absolutely  deserving  of  the  assigned  grade,  a coin 
that  is  literally  “as  pretty  as  a picture.” 

The  100th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Elgin,  Illinois  was  celebrated 
with  the  issuance  of  this  commemorative  half  dollar,  the  proceeds  from 
the  sale  earmarked  to  erect  the  statue  of  a pioneer  family  depicted  on  the 
reverse.  The  designs  were  prepared  by  Trygve  Rovelstad,  who  also  designed 
the  Pioneer  Memorial  statue,  though  that  was  not  dedicated  until  2001,  65 
years  after  the  issuance  of  this  popular  commemorative  half  dollar. 

From  the  Robert  iMichael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009303 


1191  1936  Elgin.  MS-66  (NGC).  Brilliant  with  satiny  lustre.  Delicate 

toning.  Seemingly  very  inexpensive  on  today’s  market.  Commemo- 
ratives  are  indeed  subject  to  cycles,  and  a review  of  the  market  shows 
that  smart  buyers  arc  building  collections  now,  to  have  them  on 
hand  when  investors  pour  in  later  (as  they  will  probably  do — this 
happens  now  and  then). 

PCGS  #009303 


Gorgeous  1936  Gettysburg  500 


1192  1936  Gettysburg.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem.  Lively  golden 
gray  surfaces  come  alive  with  rich  multi-hued  rainbow  iridescence 
at  the  obverse  rim,  while  the  reverse  is  an  even  study  in  lively,  lovely 
champagne.  An  attractive  coin  by  any  standards. 

PCGS  Population:  77;  2 finer  (both  MS-68). 

In  June  1936,  Congress  authorized  a commemorative  half  dollar  to 
immortalize  the  75th  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Gettysburg,  which  oc- 
curred on  July  1 through  3,  1863  in  Pennsylvania,  and  is  considered  the 
turning  point  of  the  Civil  War.  The  models  were  prepared  by  Frank  Vit- 
tor,  a Pittsburgh  sculptor,  and  features  portraits  of  Union  and  Confederate 
veterans  on  the  obverse,  with  a central  reverse  fasces  flanked  by  shields  of 
the  Union  and  Confederacy. 

PCGS  #009305 


Splendidly  Toned  1936  Gettysburg  500 
Gem  MS-67  PCGS 


1193  1936  Gettysburg.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A fiery,  attractively  toned 
beauty.  Warmly  glowing  satiny  golden  gray  surfaces  display  rich 
violet,  crimson,  and  varied  golden  hues  at  the  obverse  periphery, 
while  the  reverse  explodes  at  the  viewer’s  right-hand  side  with  a 
veritable  rainbow  of  incredible  iridescent  toning. 

PCGS  Population:  77;  2 finer  (both  MS-68). 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009305 


1194  1936  Gettysburg.  MS-66  (NGC).  A frosty,  satiny  beauty  that 
should  be  seen  to  be  appreciated.  Absolutely  stunning  pale  silver 
gray  surfaces  with  matte-like  smoothness. 

PCGS  #009305 
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1195  1936  Gettysburg.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A vividly  toned  gem,  with  sup- 
portive cartwheel  lustre  that  carries  deep  crimson  and  sea  green  ob- 
verse toning;  the  reverse  has  shades  of  violet,  rose,  and  sea  green. 
From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009305 


1196  1922  Grant.  Star.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  golden  gray  an  abun- 
dance of  golden  highlights  on  the  high  points.  Nice  underlying 
lustre  present.  Struck  in  1922  to  commemorate  the  birth  of  U.S. 
Grant,  this  design  type  was  by  Laura  Gardin  Fraser,  who  also  de- 
signed the  gold  dollar  of  the  same  style. 

PCGS  #009307 


1197  1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-66  (NGC).  Satiny  pale  peach  highlights 
on  highly  lustrous  silver  surfaces. 

PCGS  #009306 


1198  1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Vividly  toned  and  highly 
lustrous.  A date  that  is  often  found  medium  to  dull  silver  gray  and 
somewhat  lifeless  in  appearance.  Here,  explosive  gold,  peach,  sea 
green,  and  fiery  crimson  ignites  the  obverse  rim,  while  the  reverse  rim 
displays  deep  electric  gold  and  violet,  particularly  at  the  bottom. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009306 


1199  Pair  of  NGC-certified  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1922 
Grant.  No  Star.  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  golden  rose  ☆ 
1918  Lincoln.  MS-65.  Lustrous  with  just  a hint  of  delicate  cham- 
pagne toning.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


1200  1922  Grant.  No  Star.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A vividly  toned  specimen 
that  approaches  gem  quality.  The  satiny,  matte-like  surfaces  are  faint 
golden  gray  at  the  center  with  vivid,  intense  violet,  crimson,  electric 
blue  and  gold  highlights  at  the  rims  on  both  sides.  Exceptional. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #()()9306 


Satiny  Proof  1928  Hawaiian  500 
Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 
Seldom  Seen  Rarity 


(2x  photo) 


1201 


1928  Hawaiian.  Proof-64  (PCGS).  Medium  olive-gray  with 
wisps  of  golden  iridescence.  Satiny,  matte-like  in  appearance,  one 
of  50  Proofs  of  the  date  produced  mainly  for  special  recipients. 
A greatly  prized  rarity,  certainly  by  aficionados  ot  the  early  com- 
memorative silver  halt  dollar  series.  Not  often  seen  at  public  auc- 
tion; thejohn  Daiinreuther-Jeff  Garrett  reference  on  auction  price 
records  notesjust  nine  auction  appearance  of  a Proof  1 Ltwaiian  halt 
dollar  between  August  2001  and  August  2004.  Careful  scrutiny 


J 
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1204  1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A sparkJingly  lustrous  example, 
a coin  that  nears  gem  quality  both  visually  and  physically.  Pale  lemon 
yellow  and  rich  golden  highlights  on  both  sides. 

PCGS  #009309 


Lovely  Choice  Uncirculated  1928  Hawaiian  50y 


(2x  photo) 

1202  1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Broadly  sweeping  cartwheel 
lustre  ignites  the  rich  lilac  and  pale  blue  obverse,  while  the  reverse 
shimmers  in  peach,  rose,  and  pale  sea  green.  Far  finer  in  appearance 
than  the  typical  Mint  State  Hawaiian  half  dollar;  those  are  generally 
pale  and  lifeless  sea  green,  often  with  weak  yellow  toning  highlights. 
Here,  the  toning  is  deeper,  richer,  and  more  fulfilling  than  typi- 
cally seen,  and  best  of  all  the  toning  is  supported  by  splendid  gem 
surfaces.  An  exciting  gem-quality  Hawaiian  half  dollar  with  fine 
and  definitely  out  of  the  ordinary  toning  for  the  variety. 

Designs  for  this  issue  were  by  Juliette  May  Fraser  of  Honolulu,  furtlicr 
refined  and  executed  by  Chester  Beach.  Struck  to  commemorate  the  150th 
anniversary  of  the  arrival  in  the  Hawaiian  Islands  by  Captain  James  Cook 
in  1778,  the  obverse  features  the  bust  of  Cook,  while  the  reverse  features  a 
depiction  of  a Hawaiian  chieftain. 

Front  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009309 


1205  1928  Hawaiian.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous,  sparklingpale 
golden  specimen  that  approaches  gem  tjuality  especially  where  eye 
appeal  matters.  Some  mint  brilliance  is  seen  on  the  reverse,  though 
the  golden  hues  there  dominate.  A very  pretty  coin;  this  issue  is 
frequently  found  with  deeper,  more  muted  toning. 

PCGS  #009309 


reveals  lustrous  sandblast  surtaces  with  countless  scintillating  tiny 
facets  that  change  with  the  light’s  whims.  The  present  specimen  is 
among  the  finest  Proofs  of  the  date  certified  thus  far  by  PCGS.  An 
unusual  rarity  that  would  be  a jewel  in  the  crown  of  an  advanced 
commemorative  half  dollar  collection. 

PCGS  Population:  7;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #009310 


Gem  Uncirculated  1928  Hawaiian  500 


Toned  Gem  1928  Hawaiian  500 

Popular  Key  Issue 


1203  1928  Hawaiian.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A richly  toned  Hawaiian  com- 
memorative half  dollar,  a popular  date  that  is  a key  to  the  silver 
commemorative  series.  Strong  underlying  lustre  on  satiny  surfaces, 
rich  areas  of  gold,  pale  rose,  and  olive  grace  both  sides.  An  enchant- 
ingly  toned  gem. 

PCGS  #009309 
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1206  1935  Hudson.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A gl  oriously  toned,  highly  lus- 
trous example  of  this  scarce  and  popular  issue.  The  untoned  areas 
ot  the  coin  are  deep,  rich  champagne  gold,  while  vibrant  wisps  of 
fiery  orange  and  crimson  blossom  into  full  bloom  at  the  rims.  An 
extraordinary  coin,  another  gem  where  the  mere  telling  falls  far 
short  of  actual  viewing.  A truly  colorful  and  exciting  example  that 
is  often  found  nearly  fully  brilliant,  more  often  average  medium 
gray. 

Struck  to  commemorate  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of 
Hudson,  New  York,  a town  along  the  Hudson  River,  both  of  which  were 
named  for  explorer  Henry  Hudson.  Designed  by  Chester  Beach,  Hudson’s 
flag  ship,  the  Half  Moon,  graces  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  displays  the 
seal  of  the  City  of  Hudson;  no  one  has  ever  satisfactorily  explained  why 
Neptune  straddles  the  whale  so  that  the  king  ot  the  sea  faces  left  while  the 
whale  swims  right. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009312 


1207  1935  Hudson.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Heavy  underlying  lustre  adds  to 
the  frosty  nature  of  this  pale  champagne  half  dollar.  Choice  for  the 
grade. 

PCGS  #009312 


1208  1924  Huguenot.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  beauty  with  broadly 
sweeping  cartwheel  lustre  that  supports  attractive  golden  hues.  A 
lovely  gem. 

Designed  by  George  Morgan,  this  issue  celebrates  the  arrival  in  the  New 
World  by  Dutch  colonists,  who  made  their  entry  into  America  in  New 
Netherlands,  now  simply  known  as  New  York.  Admiral  Coligny  and  Wil- 
liam the  Silent  adorn  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  Morgan’s  depiction 
of  the  Huguenot's  famous  vessel,  the  Nicuw  Nederland, 

PCGS  #009314 


1209  1924  Huguenot.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A gloriously  toned  Huguenot. 
Incredibly  strong  underlying  cartwheel  lustre  breaths  fiery  life  into 
the  vivid  gold,  crimson,  and  peach  iridescence  on  the  obverse.  The 
reverse  is  satiny,  pale  champagne  with  bursts  of  rich  rose,  fiery  gold, 
and  pale  sky  blue  iridescence.  Admiral  Coligny  and  William  the 
Silent  never  looked  so  fine!  A lovely  gem  that  should  be  seen  to  be 
fully  appreciated. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009314 


1210  1924  Huguenot.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Another  lively  and  superbly 
attractive  toned  Huguenot  half  dollar,  here  with  concentric  circles 
of  fiery  gold,  electric  blue,  rose,  and  sea  green  on  both  sides.  A 
pleasing  coin  that  just  misses  the  gem  category  for  quality,  but  far 
surpasses  that  level  for  colorful  highlights. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009314 

Impressively  Toned  1946  Iowa  500 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


1211  1946  Iowa.  MS-68  (PCGS).  An  incredible  gem  example  of  an 
issue  that  is  often  found  brilliant  or  leaning  toward  light  silver  gray; 
here,  peach,  crimson,  and  gold  vie  for  dominance  on  both  sides  ot 
this  highly  lustrous,  satiny  gem.  A nuance  of  genuine  mint  brilliance 
shows  on  both  sides,  but  the  colors  here  dominate.  It  would  be  a 
challenge  to  find  a finer  specimen. 

PCGS  Population:  57;  none  finer. 

Designed  by  Adam  Pietz  of  Philadelphia,  this  popular  issue  celebrates 
the  Centennial  of  Iowa’s  statehood.  Offered  first  to  residents  ot  Iowa,  this 
issue  was  nearly  sold  out  there,  with  the  vast  majority  ot  examples  ot  the  date 
remaining  in  Iowa  .after  the  distribution.  Indeed,  many  e.xamples  ot  this  issue 
went  unsold,  and  are  still  retained  by  the  state  for  future  .s.ilos. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009316 
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1212  1946  Iowa.  MS-68  (NGC)  . Satiny  opalescent  gray  center  gives  way 
to  a rich  display  ot  deep  crimson.  Fiery  orange,  bright  yellow,  and 
attractive  sea  green,  these  hues  relegated  to  the  obverse  periphery 
but  spread  completely  over  the  reverse. 

NGC  Census:  22;  8 finer  (all  MS-68^). 

PCGS  #009316 


1216  1925  Lexington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  pale  lilac- 
gray  surfaces  and  rich  golden  toning  highlights  at  the  rims. 

PCGS  #009318 

1217  Quartette  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65 
(NGC):  ☆ 1925  Lexington  ☆ 1936  Lynchburg  ☆ 1935-D  Texas 
☆ 1936  Wisconsin.  Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive  with  various 
shades  of  golden  toning.  (Total:  4 pieces) 


1213  1946  Iowa.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A deeply  toned  gem  with  supportive 
cartwheel  lustre  that  enlivens  brisk  violet,  peach,  crimson,  and 
smoky  gold  iridescence.  Satiny  and  matte-like  in  appearance. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009316 

1214  Trio  of 1946  Iowa  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS- 
66  (NGC).  Each  IS  lustrous  and  attractive  with  delicate  golden 
toning.  Two  display  rich  mottled  bluish  gray  and  magenta  toning 
at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  3 pieces) 


1218  1918  Lincoln.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  extraordinarily  lovely,  heavily 
toned  example  of  this  popular  issue.  The  highly  lustrous,  satiny  sur- 
faces explode  with  rich  blue,  gold,  crimson,  and  lilac  on  the  obverse, 
while  the  reverse  is  faint  champagne  that  exhibits  rich  displays  of 
pale  sea  green,  peach,  and  faint  sky  blue.  A sharply  struck  gem  with 
beautiful  toning  highlights  that  add  depth  to  the  design. 

Lincoln’s  portrait  on  the  obverse  is  by  George  Morgan,  while  the  reverse 
design  is  byJ.R.  Sinnock.  Authorized  to  celebrate  the  100th  anniversary  of 
the  admission  of  Ilhnois  into  the  Union,  the  1918  lUinois  Centennial  half 
doUar  was  the  first  souvenir  piece  issued  by  our  nation  for  such  an  event. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009320 


1215  1925  Lexington.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Gem  t]uality  all  the  way.  Satiny, 
highly  lustrous  surfaces  display  a wealth  of  deep  crimson  and  fiery 
gold  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  exhibits  rich  violet  and  sunset 
gold.  A sharp  and  attractive  gem,  with  boldly  presented  design 
elements  and  some  prooflike  reflectivity  in  the  fields.  Absolutely 
gem,  both  physically  and  aesthetically,  a coin  whose  grade  might 
eventually  be  improved  upon,  but  we  have  a hard  time  envisioning 
a more  beautiful  example  of  the  date. 

Struck  to  commemorate  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  Battle  of  Lex- 
ington-Concord  where  scores  of  brave  colonists  mustered  on  the  field  of 
battle  on  the  day  the  famous  “shot  lieard  round  the  world”  was  fired.  This 
small  but  important  skirmish  saw  tlie  opening  .salvo  in  what  would  become 
our  nation’s  emancipation  from  the  yoke  of  colonialism  fostered  by  Great 
Britain.  The  present  writer  (FW)  notes  here  proudly  that  his  wife  is  directly 
descended,  on  her  grandmother’s  side,  from  a Minuteman  who  marched 
to  the  call  of  fife  and  drums  from  his  farm  in  Western  Massachusetts,  and 
was  at  Lexington-Concord  on  that  fateful  day  in  1775;  he  later  joined  the 
Continental  Army  and  was  present  at  Yorktown  when  the  American  and 
French  forces  accepted  the  surrender  of  the  British  forces  in  America. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009318 


1219  1918  Lincoln.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Largely  briUiant  centers  give  way 
to  intense  halos  of  electric  blue,  sea  green,  fiery  orange,  peach,  and 
other  golden  hues.  Choice  for  the  grade  physically,  with  aesthetics 
that  go  well  beyond  the  assigned  grade. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009320 
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Incredibly  Beautiful  1936  Long  Island  500 


(2x  photo) 

1220  1936  Long  Island.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Another  incredibly  beauCiflil 
and  richly  toned  gem.  Underlying  lustre  supports  a rich  array  of 
vibrant  rose,  peach,  gold,  and  electric  blue  on  both  sides.  While 
many  gem  Long  Island  half  dollars  have  crossed  the  writer’s  desk, 
not  a single,  more  colorful  specimen  comes  to  mind.  In  short,  this 
vividly  toned  gem  is  a highlight  among  the  present  offering,  despite 
the  fact  that  virtually  every  com  here  is  an  extraordinary  and  unique 
representation  of  its  design  type. 

This  design  by  Howard  Kenneth  Weinman,  son  of  noted  sculptor  A.  A. 
Weinman,  designer  of  the  Liberty  Walking  half  dollar  and  Mercury  dime, 
celebrates  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  first  European  settlement  on  Long 
Island,  New  York,  made  at  Jamaica  Bay  by  Dutch  colonists. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009322 


1221  1936  Lynchburg.  MS-66  (PCGS)  . An  incredibly  fiery  gem  with 
robust  cartwheel  lustre  that  supports  a wealth  of  rich  violet,  indigo, 
sultry  gold,  and  lively  peach  iridescence.  In  particular,  the  obverse 
portrait  of  Carter  Glass  who,  incidentally,  objected  to  having  his 
visage  on  circulating  U.S.  coins,  is  surrounded  by  rich,  deep  hues, 
calling  his  portrait  into  strong  relief  Simply  gorgeous! 

Charles  Keck  designed  this  particular  halt  dollar,  issued  to  celebrate  the 
charter  of  the  city  of  Lynchburg  in  1786.  Keck  also  designed  the  Panama- 
Pacific  E.xposition  gold  dollar  of  1915. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009324 


1222  1920  Maine.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A lovely  and  colorful  gem  example 
of  this  popular  “Down  East”  commemorative  issue.  Lustrous,  satiny 
silver  gray  centers  yield  quickly  to  rich  electric  blue  and  fiery  gold  at 
the  rims.  An  overlying  wash  of  faint  rose  adds  greatly  to  the  overall 
appeal.  Nicely  struck  and  easily  worthy  of  the  assigned  grade,  both 
physically  and  aesthetically. 

Authorized  by  Congress  on  May  10,  1920  the  Maine  Centennial  half 
dollars  were  designed  to  be  sold  at  the  Centennial  celebration  in  Portland. 
However,  they  arrived  too  late  for  this  event,  and  were  sold  by  the  Maine 
State  Treasury  for  many  years  afterward.  Engraved  by  Anthony  de  Fran- 
cisci  of  Peace  dollar  fame,  who  used  the  designs  of  Harry  H.  Cochrane  as 
his  muse. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009326 
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Splendid  Gem  1934  Maryland  500 

None  Graded  Finer  by  PCGS 


1223  1934  Maryland.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem.  Pale  golden 
gray  surfaces  explode  with  rich  cartwheel  lustre,  which  supports 
incredibly  vibrant  gold,  peach,  and  crimson  at  the  rims.  A stunning 
Maryland  halt' dollar,  both  gradewise,  where  it  has  achieved  the 
finest  designation  to  date  by  PCGS,  as  well  as  aesthetically,  with 
bursting  lively  colors.  This  is  a beautiful  gem. 

PCGS  Population;  43;  none  finer. 

Celebrating  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  Maryland  colony 
by  Cecil  Calvert,  known  to  history  as  Lord  Baltimore,  this  popular  issue 
was  designed  by  Hans  Schuler. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009328 


1224  Two  MS-66  (NGC)  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1934 
Maryland.  Satiny  golden  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1937  Roanoke.  Lustrous 
with  hints  of  golden  rose.  A very  attractive  pair.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Toned  Gem  1921  Missouri  500 

2^4  in  Field 


1225  1921  Missouri.  2A4.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deeply  glowing  golden 
gray  surfaces  exhibit  intense,  fiery  pastel  toning  at  the  obverse 
periphery,  while  the  reverse  shades  a bit  of  original  mint  brilliance 
here  and  there,  blended  with  electric  rose,  pale  gold,  and  deep 
crimson.  Undeniably  attractive. 

PCGS  #009331 


Gem  1921  2^4  Missouri  500 
Sparkling  Golden  Toning 


1226  1921  Missouri.  2A4.  MS-65  (NGC).  A .sparkling  gem  with  brisk 
underlying  lustre  and  lively  shades  of  gold,  champagne,  and  pale  rose 
on  both  sides.  A visual  treat  for  those  who  appreciate  high-quality 
coupled  with  charming  toning  highlights. 

PCGS  #009331 


1227  1921  Missouri.  2^4.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  pale  golden  speci- 
men with  rich  lustre  on  both  sides,  and  with  deepening  lilac  toning 
among  the  stars  on  the  reverse.  One  of  the  most  unusual  designs 
in  all  of  American  coinage — nowhere  on  this  attractive  design 
type  does  LIBERTY,  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST,  or  E PLURIBUS 
UNUM  appear. 

PCGS  #009331 


Beautiful  Gem  1921  Missouri  500 


1228  1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-65  (PCGS).  An  exquisitely  lovely 
example  of  this  popular  issue.  The  surfaces  are  at  once  frosty  and 
highly  lustrous,  and  rich  shades  of  gold  and  indigo  gather  at  the  rims 
on  both  sides.  This  one  is  a real  “looker,”  so  please  take  a good  look 
your.selt  before  your  bidding  judgment  is  formed. 

PC:GS  #009330 
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Vivid  Gem  1938  New  Rochelle  Half  Dollar 


(2x  photo) 

1232  1938  New  Rochelle.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A vivid  array  of  rich  gold 
and  orange  toning  graces  the  satiny,  extremely  lustrous  surfaces  of 
this  pleasing  gem.  The  reverse  is  richly  toned  to  the  point  where  it 
resembles  a U.S.  gold  piece.  Possessed  of  a high  degree  of  aesthetic 
charm  as  well  as  grand  physical  quality,  we  suggest  the  present  speci- 
men is  about  as  lovely  as  may  ever  be  encountered  for  the  design 
type. 

The  New  Rochelle  commemorative  half  dollar  celebrates  the  30()th 
anniversary  of  the  settlement  of  New  Rochelle  in  1688  by  French  Hugue- 
nots. Designed  by  Gertrude  K.  Lathrop,  the  obverse  features  a depiction  of 
John  Pell  and  a fatted  calf,  part  of  the  deed  settlement  between  Pell  and  the 
Huguenots;  one  “fatted  calf’  was  to  be  given  away  every  year  on  June  20. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009335 

1233  Pair  of  1936-dated  commemorative  half  dollars  grading 
MS-67  (NGC):  ☆ Norfolk.  Lustrous  with  delicate  iridescent  rose, 
gold,  and  lilac  on  the  obverse;  while  the  reverse  is  lustrous  silver 
gray  ☆ Oregon  Trail.  Obverse  with  matte-like  bluish  gray  surfaces 
with  splashes  of  bright  iridescent  gold  at  the  periphery;  the  reverse 
is  a lovely  bluish  gray  with  iridescent  rose  highlights.  (Total:  2 
pieces) 


1229  1921  Missouri.  Plain.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Strong  underlying  lustre 
supports  warm  yellow,  faint  orange,  and  medium  champagne. 
PCGS  #009330 


1231  Pair  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-64  (PCGS): 

☆ 1923-S  Monroe.  Lustrous  with  splashes  offaint  speckled  golden 
toning  on  both  surfaces  ☆ 1926  Sesquicentennial.  Lustrous  gold 
with  splashes  of  pale  rose  and  golden  toning  on  the  obverse,  the 
reverse  is  a lovely  iridescent  pearl  gray.  (Total;  2 pieces) 


1923-S  Monroe.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  underly- 
ing lustre  that  propels  the  rich  gold,  peach,  electric  blue,  and  rose 
iridescence  into  the  forefront.  A sharp  and  appealing  gem,  a coin 
with  the  “continents”  on  the  reverse  boldly  delineated  so  that  they 
are  seen  for  what  they  are,  the  artfully  contorted  figures  of  two 
women  representing  North  America  and  South  America.  As  pretty 
as  the  proverbial  picture,  and  rightfully  so — the  motion  picture 
industry  promoted  this  issue  to  coincide  with  an  exposition  held 
by  that  group  injune  1923  in  California.  Chester  Beach  prepared 
the  models  for  this  coin. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009333 
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1234  1936  Norfolk.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A flashy  gem  Norfolk  half  dol- 
lar imbued  with  deep  carmine,  orange,  sea  green,  and  rose  on  the 
obverse,  with  an  even  sheen  of  deep  gold  at  the  reverse  center 
that  gives  way  to  rich  rainbow  iridescence  similar  to  that  on  the 
obverse. 

Designed  by  William  Marks  Simpson  and  his  wife,  Marjorie  Emory 
Simpson,  this  issue  was  struck  to  commemorate  the  tercentennial  ot  tlie 
original  Norfolk  land  grant,  as  well  as  the  bicentennial  anniversary  of  the 
establishment  of  Norfolk  as  a borough.  The  obverse  is  a depiction  of  the 
city’s  seal,  while  the  reverse  depicts  the  Royal  Mace  of  Norfolk,  brought 
there  in  1753  by  Lieutenant  Governor  Dinwiddie. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009337 


1236  1926-S  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Brilliant  and  lustrous.  Delicate 
iridescent  toning  around  the  borders.  A simply  superb  commemora- 
tive. 

PCGS  #009341 

Beautifully  Toned  1928  Oregon  Trail  50(z! 

Tied  for  Finest  Certified  by  PCGS 


1237  1928  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A visually  stunning  example  of 
Oregon  Trail  commemorative  half  dollar  coinage.  The  obverse  is 
largely  brilliant  at  the  center  and  the  left,  w'hile  the  viewer’s  right 
side  is  a dazzling  array  of  vivid  carmine,  gold,  peach,  sea  green,  and 
sky  blue;  the  reverse  is  chiefly  brilliant  with  a rich  crescent  of  the 
same  vivid  hues  from  about  1:00  to  9:00.  A truly  splendid  gem. 

PCGS  Population:  50;  none  finer. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009342 

1238  Trio  of  Oregon  Trail  commemorative  half  dollars  grading 
MS-66  (PCGS)  ☆ 1936.  Lustrous  with  splashes  of  yellow  and 
iridescent  gold  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1938.  Lovely  satiny  golden 
gray  lustre  ☆ 1938-S.  Lustrous  with  golden  highlights.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 


Gem  Mint  State  1936  Norfolk  Half  dollar 


1235  1926-S  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A highly  lustrous  beauty  of 
the  finest  aesthetic  order.  Rich  mint  brilliance  mingles  with  varied 
shades  of  gold  which  deepen  toward  the  rim. 

PCGS  Population:  76;  4 finer  (all  MS-68). 

James  Earle  Fraser  and  Laura  Gardin  Fra.ser,  talented  married  sculptors, 
prepared  the  design  for  the  1926  Oregon  Trail  Memorial  half  dollar,  a design 
type  that  was  struck  off  and  on  over  the  decades  until  1939. 

PCGS  #009341 
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1242  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-66  (NGC).  A satiny,  nicely  toned 
gem  example  of  the  date.  Hale  lilac  and  electric  blue  dominate  the 
peripheral  region,  while  faint  champagne  bolsters  the  centers. 
I'COS  #009357 


1239  1937-D  Oregon.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A truly  beautiful  gem  example 
ot  this  popular  issue.  Some  mint  brilliance  remains  on  the  obverse, 
but  much  ol  the  area  above  and  behind  the  standing  indigenous 
American  has  toned  broadly  to  rich  olive,  peach,  and  electric  blue. 
On  the  reverse  there  is  mint  brilliance  on  and  above  the  ox-drawn 
wagon,  with  another  lively  display  of  vivid  gold,  crimson,  blue, 
and  sea  green  filling  the  remaining  space.  It  is  hard  to  believe  that 
such  a beautiful  and  attractive  coin  can  be  such  a value  in  today’s 
numismatic  marketplace. 

PCGS  #009347 

1240  1937-D  Oregon.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Brilliant,  lustrous,  and  with 
excellent  eye  appeal. 

PCGS  #009347 

Colorful  Gem  Uncirculated  1915-S  Pan-Pac  500 


1241  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-67  (NGC).  Satiny  lilac-gray  sur- 
faces are  ripe  with  cartwheel  lustre.  A lively  arrangement  of  violet, 
rose,  sea  green,  and  electric  blue  graces  both  sides  of  this  popular 
key  issue.  Nicely  struck  for  the  design  type,  with  full  head  details 
on  Columbia  and  her  young  charge  on  the  obverse,  as  well  as  with 
full  reverse  breast  feathers. 

NGC  Census:  55;  5 finer  (MS-67^  finest). 

PCGS  #009357 

Frosty  Gem  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  500 


1243  1915-S  Panama-Pacific.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Vivid  gold,  yellow,  sea 
green,  and  pale  sky  blue  engagingly  capture  the  viewer’s  imaginarion 
on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  largely  brilliant  at  the  centers 
with  rich  halos  of  electric  blue  and  gold  at  the  rim.  Nicely  struck 
for  the  issue,  with  nearly  full  breast  feathers  on  the  reverse  eagle. 

Charles  Barber  did  the  obverse  honors,  while  George  Morgan  did  the 
reverse  design  for  this  popular  commemorative  issue  that  celebrated  the 
opening  of  the  Panama  Canal.  Struck  in  San  Francisco,  these  were  sold  at 
$1  each  during  the  Exposition. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009357 


1244  1920  Pilgrim.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Satiny  silver  gray  with  a rich 
crescent  of  carmine,  golden  brown,  and  faint  sea  green  on  both 
sides.  A nicely  toned  example  of  a design  type  that  is  often  brilliant 
or  just  faintly  toned,  the  present  gem  being  an  exception  to  that 
rule. 

The  1920  and  1921-dated  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  half  dollars  were 
executed  by  Cyrus  E.  DaUin,  a Boston  artist  who  executed  the  designs 
furnished  to  him  by  the  Pilgrim  Tercentenary  commission.  Struck  to 
celebrate  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  arrival  at  Plymouth  Rock  in  Mas- 
sachusetts by  the  Pilgrims. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009359 

1245  Pair  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65  (PCGS): 

☆ 1920  Pilgrim.  Satiny  golden  gray  lustre  ☆ 1937  Roanoke.  Splash 
of  delicate  rose  toning  on  the  obverse;  reverse  a lovely  satiny  silver 
gray.  (Total:  2 pieces) 
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(2x  photo) 

1246  1921  Pilgrim.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A Pilgrim  Tercentenary  half  dollar 
the  likes  of  which  you  may  have  never  seen  before,  and  which  you 
may  never  see  again.  Strong  cartwTeel  lustre  supports  a deep,  vivid 
array  of  gold,  violet,  blue,  peach,  orange,  and  other  shades. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009360 


1247  1936  Rhode  Island  map  depicting  landmarks.  We  have  seen 
quite  a few  things  under  the  commemorative  sun,  including  a map 
or  two  as  here,  but  never  oriQinally  mounted  complete  with  a half 
dollar,  in  a frame,  and  ready  for  display.  At  the  very  least  the  item 
is  exceedingly  rare. 

The  front  of  the  frame  displays  a map,  printed  in  color,  showing 
PJiode  Island,  the  Atlantic  Ocean,  the  estuaries,  and  various  towms. 
We  didn’t  realize  how  many  towns  and  villages  w’ere  in  “Little 
Ikhody”  until  this  reminded  us.  At  the  upper  right  is  a compass 
point  decoration  with  the  portrait  of  Roger  Williams,  below- which 
a 1936  Philadelphia  Mint  Rhode  Island  half  dollar  is  mounted.  The 
reverse  is  covered  with  a sheet  of  glass,  as  originally,  but  now  cracked 
(easily  enough  replaced).  This  permits  the  reverse  of  the  half  dol- 
lar to  be  shown.  Atf'ixed  to  the  back  in  an  inverted  position,  right 
next  to  the  half  dollar,  is  a commemorative  “Cinderella  stamp,” 
as  collectors  call  them,  relating  to  the  tercentenary.  There  are  not 
many  numismatic  items  that  were  originally  intended  for  display 
in  a fine  home  or  office,  but  this  is  one  of  them. 

Diiuension.s:  16-1/2”  X 23-1/4". 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 
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Magnificent  1936  Rhode  Island  Commemorative  Map 

Marvelous  Display  Item 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


Frosty  Gem  1936  Rhode  Island  500 

Incredibly  Lovely  Toning 


1248  1936  Rhode  Island.  MS-67  (NGC).  Pale  peach  surfaces  show 
much  effusive  lustre  as  well  as  incredibly  hvely  splashes  of  deep 
peach,  electric  blue,  fiery  orange,  and  gold.  The  reverse  is  chiefly 
even  champagne  with  some  rich  toning  just  beginning  at  the  rim. 

NGC  Census:  11;  2 (MS-68  finest). 

PCGS  #009363 

Designed  by  Arthur  Graham  Carey  and  John  Howard  Benson,  this 
popular  issue  was  struck  to  commemorate  the  300th  anniversary  of  the 
founding  ot  Providence,  Rhode  Island  by  Roger  Williams  in  1636.  Some- 
how, mention  of  Providence  was  left  out  of  the  dies,  causing  the  appearance 
of  a celebration  of  Rhode  Island  instead. 

1249  Three  NGC-certified  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1936 
Rlrode  Island.  MS-66.  Satiny  surfaces  with  splashes  of  pale  mottled 
olive  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1937-D  Texas.  MS-66.  Satiny  lustre  with 
splashes  of  iridescent  gold  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1936  York.  MS-67. 
Subdued  gray-gold  obverse  with  splashes  of  sunset  orange  at  the 
rim;  the  reverse  with  lustrous  rose-gray  surfaces  and  splashes  of  rich 
red-gold  iridescence  at  the  periphery.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

1250  Pair  of  commemorative  half  dollars  grading  MS-65  (NGC): 

☆ 1936  PJiode  Island.  Attractive  frosty  pearl  gray  surfaces  ☆ 1927 
Vermont.  Lovely  rose  toning  with  hints  of  olive-gray  and  delicate 
champagne  on  both  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


1251  1936-D  Rhode  Island.  MS-65  (PCGS).  Deep  golden  gray  with 
faint  blue,  rose,  and  bright  gold  halos  on  the  obverse;  the  reverse 
is  lighter  golden  gray  with  richer  violet,  peach,  gold,  and  sky  blue 
at  the  rim.  A satiny,  matte-like  example. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009364 


1252  1937  Roanoke.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A lively  display  of  bright  yel- 
low, gold,  crimson,  and  sapphire  toning  graces  the  obverse  of  this 
satiny  gem,  while  the  reverse  displays  rich  old  tab  toning,  brilliant 
at  the  centers  with  colorful  crescents  of  varying  depth  and  beauty 
at  opposing  points  along  the  rim.  Nicely  struck  with  full  facial 
details  seen  on  the  infant  Virginia  Dare  on  the  reverse,  an  area  that 
is  sometimes  lacking  in  design  details. 

Struck  to  celebrate  the  350th  anniversary  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh’s  near- 
legendary “Lost  Colony’’  and  the  birth  ofVirginia  Dare,  the  first  Caucasian 
child  born  in  British  North  America.  Designed  by  William  Marks  Simpson 
of  Baltimore,  the  obverse  bears  a portrait  of  Sir  Walter  Raleigh,  while  the 
reverse  shows  the  infant  Virginia  Dare  in  the  arms  of  her  mother,  Ellinor. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009367 


1253  1936  Robinson.  MS-67  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  ambulant 
cartwheel  lustre  that  supports  a wealth  of  champagne  toning.  Rich 
bursts  of  yellow  and  gold  make  their  presence  felt  at  the  rims.  As 
sharply  struck  as  you  are  apt  to  ever  see  an  Arkansas  half  dollar — have 
you  ever  seen  so  many  feathers  on  the  reverse  eagle? 

PCGS  Population:  57;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

The  portrait  of  Senator  Joseph  T.  Robinson,  stiU  alive  at  the  time  his 
portrait  was  rendered,  is  by  Henry  Kreis.  It  was  authorized  by  the  Act  of 
June  26,  1936. 

PCGS  #009369 


1254  1936  Robinson.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Frosty  medium  gray  centers 
yield  to  vibrant  gold,  peach,  fiery  crimson,  and  rich  electric  violet 
highlights  at  the  rims.  The  strike  is  bold  for  the  design  type,  with 
full  feather  detail  on  the  reverse  eagle.  Absolutely  choice  for  the 
assigned  grade. 

Frotn  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009369 
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1255  1935-S  San  Diego.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Broadly  sweeping  lustre 
serves  to  illuminate  the  intense  gold,  sky  blue,  and  faint  rose 
iridescence  on  both  sides  ot  this  satiny  gem.  Sharply  struck  and 
aesthetically  appealing.  Quite  a striking  contrast  to  the  typically 
seen  brilliant  San  Diego  commemorative  half  dollar. 

On  May  3,  1935,  Congress  approved  the  coinage  of  souvenir  half  dol- 
lars for  the  California  Pacific  International  E.xposition,  held  in  San  Diego. 
Designed  by  Robert  Aitken,  the  first  year  of  the  design  type,  1935,  was 
struck  only  at  the  San  Francisco  Mint.  The  second  and  final  year  of  the 
design  type.  1936,  was  produced  solely  at  the  Denver  Mint  (for  wdiich  see 
the  following  lot). 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009371 


Toned  Gem  1936-D  San  Diego  500 

None  Seen  Finer  by  PCGS 


1256  1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-67  (PCGS).  An  incredibly  lively  gem 
with  unyielding  lustre  that  supports  a wealth  of  rich  rose,  gold,  and 
pale  sea  green  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  displays  electric 
peach  and  faint  gold.  Extraordinary  toning  on  a beautiful  gem. 

PCGS  Population:  64;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #009372 


Richly  Toned  1936-D  San  Diego  500 

Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


1257  1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Satiny  surfaces  with  im- 
pressive underlying  lustre  that  brings  exciting  life  to  rich  orange, 
crimson,  and  golden  toning.  A visual  treat  that  goes  well  beyond 
the  typically  seen  fully  brilliant  San  Diego  half  dollar.  If  you  fancy 
richly  toned  commemoratives,  you  need  to  take  a long  look  at  this 
beautiful  gem. 

PCGS  Population:  64;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #009372 


1258  1936-D  San  Diego.  MS-66  (PCGS).  Fully  brilliant  at  the  obverse 
center  with  a rich  array  of  bright  gold,  deep  crimson,  fiery  peach, 
and  deepening  lilac  at  the  rim.  The  reverse  is  largely  brilliant  with 
heavy  gold,  orange,  and  violet  iridescence  beginning  at  the  rim. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009372 
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1260  1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny  gem  with  strong 
cartwheel  lustre  on  both  sides.  The  obverse  is  richly  toned  in  gold, 
sienna,  violet,  and  deep  blue,  while  the  reverse  is  faint  champagne 
overall  with  deepening  gold  at  the  rims.  A pleasing  example,  both 
physically  and  aesthetically,  of  one  of  the  most  popular  key  dates 
in  the  commemorative  half  dollar  series. 

Designed  by  L.W.  Hoffecker  from  models  prepared  by  Edmund  J, 
Senn.  This  issue  commemorates  the  overland  trek  of  the  Cabeza  de  Vaca 
E.xpedition  that  led  the  weary,  tattered  band  across  northern  Florida,  the 
remainder  of  the  Gulf  States,  then  into  Colorado,  before  finally  finding 
its  way  to  Me.xico  City,  where  the  tiresome  ordeal  ended.  Indeed,  when 
the  “expedition”  finally  arrived  at  Mexico  City,  the  only  survivors  of  the 
expedition  were  de  Vaca  and  his  manservant. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009376 


1261  1935  Spanish  Trail.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A satiny,  matte-like  gem 
with  broadly  sweeping  lustre  and  rich  olive-gold  toning  highlights 
on  both  sides.  A popular  key  issue  among  the  early  commemorative 
series,  1892  to  1954. 

PCGS  #009376 


1262  1925  Stone  Mountain.  MS-66  (PCGS).  An  incredible  array 
of  literally  every  color  of  the  spectrum  adorns  the  obverse  of  this 
satiny  gem,  while  the  reverse  is  a frosty  arrangement  of  various 
golden  hues  tempered  with  rich  violet  overtones.  Two  important 
Confederate  generals,  Robert  E.  Lee  and  Thomas  “Stonewall” 
Jackson,  are  presented  on  the  obverse  in  a colorful  display  that  befits 
their  stature  in  mihtary  history. 

The  models  of  this  coin  were  prepared  by  Gutzon  Borglum,  who  is 
perhaps  most  famous  for  his  work  at  Mount  Rushmore.  The  first  Stone 
Mountain  commemorative  half  dollars  were  struck  on  January  21 , 1925,  the 
anniversary  of  General  Thomas  “Stonewall”  Jackson’s  birth. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009378 

1263  Selection  ofPCGS-certified  Texas  commemoratives:  ☆ 1934 
MS-64  ☆ 1935-D  MS-63  ☆ 1936-D  MS-63  ☆ 1938  MS-63  ☆ 
1938-D  MS-63.  Each  is  lustrous  and  attractive  with  just  a hint  of 
delicate  toning.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

1264  Group  of  Texas  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1934  AU- 
58  ☆ 1935-S  MS-62  ☆ 1936  MS-63  ☆ 1936-S  MS-63  ☆ 1937 
MS-63  ☆ 1937-D  MS-64  ☆ 1937-S  MS-64  ☆ 1938-S  MS-63. 
All  have  been  lightly  cleaned  at  one  time.  In-person  inspection  is 
recommended.  (Total:  8 pieces) 


1259  1926  Sesquicentennial.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A satiny  Mint  State 
example  of  this  popular  issue,  struck  in  low  relief,  but  here  with 
bolder  design  details  than  typically  seen  at  the  obverse  center.  Warm 
underlying  cartwheel  lustre  supports  a vast  array  of  vibrant  blue, 
gold,  orange,  and  peach  on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  exhibits 
a lively  display  of  vibrant  rose,  electric  blue,  and  warm  sea  green. 
Choice  for  the  assigned  grade. 

The  Sesquicentennial  of  American  Independence  was  the  focal  point 
ot  this  popular  commemorative  issue,  an  event  that  was  celebrated  with 
an  international  fair  in  Philadelphia  in  1926.  The  appearance  of  President 
Coolidgejoined  on  the  obverse  by  George  Washington  represents  the  first 
time  that  the  portrait  of  a president  appeared  on  a coin  struck  during  his  own 
lifetime.  Chief  Engraver  of  the  U.S.  Mint  John  R.  Sinnock  modeled  the 
coin’s  final  appearance  from  the  designs  by  John  Frederick  Lewis. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009374 
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Impressive  Gem  1935  Texas  500 

None  Seen  Finer  by  NGC 


1265  1935  Texas.  MS-68(NGC).  A satiny  gem  with  broadly  swirling 
cartwheel  lustre  and  a nuance  of  faint  champagne  and  rose.  Simply 
superb. 

NGC  Census:  8;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #009382 


1266  1935  Texas.  MS-68  (NGC).  A satiny  pale  champagne  gem  with 
broadly  sweeping  cartwheel  lustre  and  deep  crescents  of  gold  and 
other  hues  at  the  rims.  A \isually  pleasing  example  of  this  popular 
commemorative  issue. 

NGC  Census:  8;  none  finer. 

PCGS  #009382 


1267  1936  Texas.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A vividly  lustrous  gem  with  intense, 
fiery  orange  and  gold  at  the  rims.  A lovely  example  of  an  issue  that 
is  typically  found  brilliant  or  somewhat  on  the  gray  side. 

First  struck  in  1934,  the  Texas  Independence  Centennial  half  dollar 
celebrated  100  years  of  Texan  independence,  hard-fought  for  and  finally 
reahzed  at  the  Battle  ofSan  Jacinto  in  1836.  Designed  by  Pompeo  Coppini, 
this  popular  issue  features  an  eagle  with  the  Lone  Star  motif  of  Texas,  while 
a winged  angel  representing  Victory  embraces  the  Alamo  mission  in  San 
Antonio  flanked  by  portraits  of  General  Sam  Houston  and  Stephen  Austin, 
founders  of  the  Republic  and  state  of  Texas. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009386 

1268  Pair  of  Texas  certified  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1937- 
D MS-67  (NGC).  Nearly  full  mint  brilliance  with  just  a whisper 
of  gold  at  the  high  points  ☆ 1938-S  MS-66  (PCGS).  Lustrous 
champagne  surfaces.  (Total:  2 pieces) 


Amazing  1938  Texas  PDS  500  Set 

Gorgeous  Rainbow  Toning 
Two  of  Three  Coins  Tied  for  Finest  Certified 


1269  1938  Texas  PDS  set,  each  MS-67  (PCGS):  ☆ 1938.  Satiny  steel 
gray  at  the  obverse  center  gives  way  to  an  incredible  array  of  varied 
gold,  orange,  rose,  and  green  iridescence,  while  the  reverse  exhibits 
just  a hint  of  the  host  coin’s  golden  gray  surface,  with  easily  95% 
of  the  reverse  richly  toned  in  vivid  gold,  peach,  orange,  carmine, 
and  sea  green  ☆ 1938-D.  Largely  brilliant  on  the  obverse  with  a 
splash  or  two  of  deep  crimson  forming  at  the  rims,  while  the  reverse 
shows  an  incredibly  lively  array  of  deep  carmine,  orange,  peach, 
sea  green,  lilac,  and  other  vivid  hues  too  numerous  to  mention  ☆ 
1938-S.  Satiny,  matte-like  pale  champagne  on  the  obverse  with 
some  deepening  toning  at  the  rim,  while  the  reverse  is  largely 
brilliant  at  the  center  with  an  incredible  halo  of  fiery  gold,  orange, 
rust,  and  sea  green.  We  note  the  1938  and  1938-D  pieces  are  each 
tied  for  finest  certified  of  their  respective  date  by  PCGS,  while  the 
1938-S  is  finer  than  aU  but  one  example  of  the  date  seen  thus  far 
by  that  firm.  A splendid  set,  a group  that  is  at  once  physically  sound 
and  visually  exciting.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

PCGS  Population:  1938.  26;  none  finer  ☆ 1938-D.  56;  none  finer  ☆ 
1938-S.  41;  1 finer  (MS-68). 


Lustrous  Gem  1925  Vancouver  500 

Rich  Toning  Highlights 


1270  1925  Vancouver.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Expansive  cartwheel  lustre 
supports  warm  gold,  electric  blue,  and  sea  green  on  the  obverse, 
while  the  reverse  is  a study  in  faint  rose  and  pale  sky  blue.  A sharp 
and  appealing  example  of  a popular  date. 

PCGS  Population:  45;  1 finer  (MS-68). 

From  the  Bruce  Scher  Collection. 

PCGS  #009399 
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Richly  Toned  Gem  1925  Vancouver  500 


1271  1925  Vancouver.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A high  degree  of  lustre  sup- 
ports warm  gold,  blue,  sea  green,  and  fiery  orange  toning  highlights 
on  the  obverse,  while  the  reverse  is  muted  pale  gold  with  rich  sky 
blue  highlights.  Nicely  struck  and  visually  more  exciting  than  the 
typically  seen  moderately  lustrous,  medium  gray  example  of  the 
type. 

Laura  Gardin  Fraser  prepared  the  models  for  this  variety.  While  minted 
in  San  Francisco,  the  S inintmark  was  omitted  from  the  design  dies.  The 
obverse  features  the  bust  of  Dr.  John  McLoughlin,  who  built  Fort  Vancouver 
on  the  Columbia  River  in  1825.  As  with  many  commemorative  half  dollars 
of  the  era,  examples  of  this  date  were  sold  for  S 1 each  which  helped  finance 
the  pageant  staged  for  the  Centennial  celebration. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009399 


1272  1925  Vancouver.  MS-66  (NGC).  A lively,  somewhat  prooflike 
gem  bursting  with  eye  appeal  and  extraordinary  lustre.  Rich  shades 
of  deepening  gold  gather  at  the  rims.  Often  seen  somewhat  dull 
and  lifeless,  medium  gray  in  color,  this  impressive  gem  specimen 
is  an  attractive  exception. 

PCGS  #009399 


Visually  Stunning  1927  Vermont  500 


(2x  photo) 

1273  1927  Vermont.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A visually  stunning  study  in 
deep  gold  and  fiery  crimson.  The  surfaces  display  intense  cartwheel 
lustre,  while  the  obverse  glows  in  rich  and  varied  hues  of  gold  and 
fiery  crimson;  the  reverse  is  a stunning  artist’s  palette  of  vibrant 
orange,  crimson,  gold,  electric  green,  and  violet.  We  suspect  this 
may  be  the  most  vividly  toned  Vermont  half  dollar  in  existence. 

Originally  intended  as  a commemorative  for  the  Battle  ofBennington, 
August  16,  1777,  and  though  plainly  marked  as  such  on  the  reverse,  this 
half  dollar  has  been  known  to  generations  as  the  Vermont  Sesquicenten- 
nial.  Ira  Allen’s  portrait  appears  on  the  obverse  with  his  title,  “Founder  ot 
Vermont,”  while  the  reverse  shows  a catamount  or  mountain  lion,  once  a 
regularly  seen  denizen  of  the  Vermont  woods  and  mountains.  The  models 
were  prepared  by  Charles  Keck,  who  modeled  several  commemorative 
issues  in  his  career. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009401 
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1274  1927  Vermont.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A wealth  of  underlying  lustre 
supports  splashes  of  rich  violet,  gold,  and  pale  sky  blue  toning  on 
both  sides. 

PCGS  #009401 


1276  1946-D  Booker  T.  Washington.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A vivid  array 
of  bright,  lively  highlights  graces  the  obverse,  resembling  nothing 
more  than  a stained  glass  window  in  some  archetypical  cathedral; 
the  reverse  is  alive  with  bright  yellow,  gold,  orange,  and  fiery  sea 
green  toning  highlights. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009405 

1277  Roll  of  1946-S  Booker  T.  Washington  commemorative  half  dollars, 
grade  average  MS-63  to  MS-65.  Mainly  brilliant,  though  the  end 
pieces  tend  to  be  colorfully  toned.  (Total:  20  pieces) 


1275  1946  Booker  T.  Washington  PDS  set.  MS-65  (NGC).  An 

evenly  matched  trio  of  satiny  pale  golden  gray  specimens,  each 
with  a vivid  array  of  pale  rose,  gold,  and  sea  greert  toning  on  both 
sides.  The  reverse  of  the  1946-S  presents  an  extraordinary  display 
of  peach  and  gold.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

Struck  to  perpetuate  the  ideals  and  teachings  of  Booker  T.  Washington 
and  to  construct  memorials  in  his  memory,  this  half  dollar  was  issued  to 
remind  us  all  that  Washington  went  “From  Slave  Cabin  to  Hall  of  Fame.” 
Designed  by  African-American  Isaac  Scott  Hathaway,  who  also  designed 
the  Carver- Washington  half  dollar  type  of  a few  years  later. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


1278  1936  Wisconsin.  MS-67  (PCGS).  Satiny  underlying  lustre  glows 
warmly  at  the  silver  gray  centers  and  supportively  at  the  rims  where 
a rich  array  of  vibrant  crimson,  gold,  and  sea  green  appears.  Another 
type  that  is  seldom  seen  with  such  rich  colorful  surfaces,  which 
should  make  for  some  bidding  excitement  when  those  who  enjoy 
vividly  toned  commemorative  half  dollars  take  their  best  shot. 

Issued  to  celebrate  the  lOOth  anniversary  of  the  Wisconsin  Territorial 
Government,  the  original  design  was  made  by  David  Parsons,  a University 
ofWisconsin  student;  a New  York  artist,  Benjamin  Hawkins,  made  changes 
to  conform  with  the  technical  changes  of  the  design  type  and  the  mint. 
The  obverse  design,  the  state  emblem,  shows  a badger  on  a log  along  with 
arrows  that  represent  the  Black  Hawk  War  of  the  1830s  that  raged  across 
Wisconsin  Territory. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009447 

1279  Pair  of  PCGS-certified  commemorative  half  dollars:  ☆ 1936 
Wisconsin.  MS-66.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  with  hints  of  delicate 
frost  on  the  reverse  ii  1936  York.  MS-67.  Mixture  ot  pale  mottled 
silver  gray,  lilac,  rose,  gold,  and  orange  over  both  surfaces.  (Total: 
2 pieces) 
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Beautiful  York  Tercentenary  Display  Map 

With  Inset  Half  Dollar 


Richly  Toned  1936  York  500 
Tied  for  Finest  Graded  by  PCGS 


1280  1936  York,  Maine  map  depicting  many  local  landmarks. 

This  display  item,  measuring  13-1/2  inches  wide  by  19  inches  tall 
in  a thin  but  ornate  wood  frame,  was  issued  in  1936  in  connection 
with  the  300th  anniversary  of  York  County,  Maine.  One  of  the 
appropriate  commemorative  half  dollars  is  nicely  mounted  at  the 
center  of  a compass  design  at  the  lower  right.  The  reverse  is  backed 
with  sheets  of  thin  veneer  overall  (identical  to  what  would  he  found 
on  a Fractional  Currency  shield,  for  example).  The  map  is  printed 
m red  and  hlack,  shows  the  various  counties  of  Maine,  different 
factories,  people,  towns,  buildings,  sea  scenes,  and  more.  We  even 
have  John  Paul  Jones’  Rangier  z.t  sea  at  lower  right  (although,  if  we 
are  not  mistaken,  that  really  belongs  to  New  Hampshire).  Designed 
by  the  Maine  State  Planning  Board,  very  few  of  these  were  issued. 
We  had  one  of  them  when  we  dispersed  the  Walter  Nichols  Estate 
(he  being  the  distributor  of  the  tercentenary  half  dollars).  The  word 
rarity  comes  to  the  fore  along  with  beauty.  Ready  to  hang  up  on  your 
wall. 

Dimensions:  13-1/2”  X 19”. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


(2x  photo) 

1281  1936  York.  MS-68  (PCGS).  A richly  toned  gem  with  forceful 
underlying  lustre  that  supports  vivid  sea  green,  sky  blue,  violet,  gold, 
and  orange  toning  highlights  on  both  sides.  A satiny  beauty,  a gem 
both  physically  and  aesthetically.  You  won’t  find  finer  quality  than 
this. 

PCGS  Population:  22;  none  finer. 

Portland,  Maine  native  Walter  H.  ILich  designed  the  motifs  for  this 
popular  issue  that  celebrates  the  300th  anniversary  of  the  founding  of  York 
County  in  Maine.  The  obverse  depicts  Brown’s  Garrison  on  the  Saco  River, 
first  settled  in  1636. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009449 
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1282  1925  Norse  American  medal.  Thick.  MS-63  (PCGS).  An 

ever-popular  “go-with”  in  the  commemorative  half  dollar  series. 
Lustrous  silver  surfaces  display  a faint  whisper  of  pale  champagne; 
this  issue  often  tones  deeply,  sometimes  verging  on  black.  Choice 
for  the  assigned  grade. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009450 


1283  1925  Norse  American  medal.  Thin.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Fully 
lustrous  wdth  brilliant  centers  that  give  way  to  deepening  shades 
of  attractive  gold,  amber,  and  deep  royal  blue. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009451 


1284  1984-S  Olympic  silver  dollar.  Proof-68  Ultra  Cameo  (NGC). 

A truly  amazing  gem.  We  focus  on  a description  of  the  obverse,  for 
that’s  where  all  of  the  colorful  action  is.  Silky  peach  at  the  center 
gives  way  to  deepening  halos  of  faint  gold  and  crimson,  with  faint 
sky  blue  and  lively  pink  iridescence  at  the  rim.  The  reverse  is  largely 
brilliant  with  just  a nuance  of  pink  champagne.  While  not  the  rar- 
est, most  expensive,  or  most  desirable  of  all  the  beautifully  toned 
commemorative  coins  just  offered,  this  exceptional  1984-S  Proof 
XXI II  Olympiad  silver  dollar  commemorative  is  easily  among  the 
most  beautiful  pieces  offered  here,  at  least  in  the  opinion  of  the 
present  writer. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #009612 


Commemorative  Gold  Coins 

All  commemorative  gold  dollar  photos  are  2x. 


1285  1922  Grant  gold  dollar.  With  Star.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A frosty 
and  lustrous  honey  specimen  with  rich  deposits  of  deep  orange 
and  fiery  yellow  iridescence.  An  attractive  specimen  with  a lot  to 
commend  it,  even  at  the  assigned  MS-62  level. 

Designed  by  Laura  Gardin  Fraser,  as  was  the  silver  half  dollar  of  the  same 
type,  the  first  issues  of  the  Grant  gold  dollar  had  an  incuse  star  in  the  field 
immediately  after  AMERICA.  Later  on  in  the  production  run,  the  star  was 
removed  from  the  design,  thereby  creating  a second  type.  The  same  scenario 
holds  true  for  the  silver  half  dollars  of  the  design  type. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #007459 

Impressive  Gem  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  Gold  $1 


1286  1904  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-66  (PCGS).  A sat- 
iny gem,  a beautiful  gold  dollar  laden  with  exquisite  eye  appeal. 
Incredibly  rich  lustre  supports  varied  golden  hues  with  a lively, 
lovely  blend  of  pale  olive  adding  to  the  aesthetic  charm.  Carehtl 
examination  under  low  magnification  reveals  a natural  planchet 
flaw,  as  struck,  atop  the  R in  CLARK  and  attached  to  the  denticles 
above.  Other  than  a modicum  of  die  stress  or  “orange  peel”  near 
certain  design  elements,  this  gorgeous  gem  holds  up  well  to  careful 
scrutiny  and  challenges  the  viewer  to  discover  a disturbance  not 
already  mentioned  here.  Exceeded  in  overall  quality  in  the  eyes  of 
PCGS  by  just  a dozen  examples  of  the  design  type.  Exceptional 
quality  and  beauty  for  those  who  seek  it. 

PCGS  #007447 
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1287  1905  Lewis  and  Clark  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Lustrous, 
frosty  lucdium  gold  surfaces  with  rich  orange  and  olive  highlights. 
The  fields  are  somewhat  reflective,  and  the  devices  are  lightly  frost- 
ed, making  for  a smooth  though  modest  cameo  contrast.  Among 
the  scarcest  and  most  desirable  of  all  commemorative  gold  dollar 
issues. 

Held  in  Portland  Oregon  in  1905,  the  Lewis  and  Clark  Centennial 
E.xposition  saw  a souvenir  issue  of  gold  dollars,  struck  in  both  1904  and 
1905.  Designed  by  Charles  E.  Barber,  proceeds  from  sales  of  this  com- 
memorative gold  issue  helped  to  finance  a bronze  memorial  to  the  American 
Indian  guide,  Sacagawea,  who  accompanied  Lewis  and  Clark  on  much  of 
their  grueling  journey. 

Front  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #007448 


1290  1916  McKinley  gold  dollar.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Satiny,  matte-like 
honey  gold  with  warm  rose  highlights,  especially  on  the  reverse. 

Struck  in  1916  and  1917,  sales  ofMcKinley  gold  commemorative  dollars 
aided  in  paying  for  a memorial  building  to  be  located  at  Niles,  Ohio,  the 
martyred  president’s  birthplace.  Charles  Barber  designed  the  obverse,  while 
kudos  for  the  reverse  are  laid  at  the  feet  of  George  Morgan. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #007454 


1288  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  Jefferson  portrait.  MS- 
62  (PCGS).  Glistening  golden  surfaces  with  prooflike  reflectivity 
and  rich  orange  highlights.  Finer  overall  than  the  assigned  grade 
implies,  even  when  given  careful  scrutiny. 

Struck  to  commemorate  the  Louisiana  Purchase  Exposition,  which  was 
held  in  St  Louis  in  1904,  the  present  issue  is  the  first  American  commemora- 
tive gold  doUar.  It  occurs  in  tvv'o  head  types,  that  with  Jefferson,  as  offered 
here,  and  that  with  the  head  of  Wilham  McKinley,  who  would  have  been 
in  office  during  the  celebration  had  he  not  been  assassinated  in  1901.  Both 
types  were  designed  by  Charles  E.  Barber. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCC:S  #007443 


1289  1903  Louisiana  Purchase  gold  dollar.  McKinley  portrait.  MS- 
63  (PCGS).  Satiny  medium  golden  surfaces  with  a rich  array  of 
rose  and  orange  highlights.  Somewhat  matte-like  in  appearance. 
From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #007444 


1291  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  gold  dollar.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A flashy 
specimen  with  intense  orange  highlights  on  bright  golden  surfaces. 
Warm  rich  rose  iridescence  gathers  on  both  sides.  One  of  four 
denominations  and  five  design  types  struck  for  the  Panama-Pacific 
Exposition,  one  of  those  in  silver,  the  other  four  in  gold. 

Designed  by  Charles  Keck,  the  capped  Panama  Canal  worker  on  the 
obverse  was  often  humorously  referred  to  as  a baseball  player  in  the  early 
days  of  the  design  type.  The  pair  of  dolphins  in  the  reverse  design  represents 
the  luck  of  mariners  and  the  freedom  of  the  open  sea. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #007449 

Choice  Uncirculated  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  $2.50 


1292  1915-S  Panama-Pacific  quarter  eagle.  MS-63  (PCGS).  Bright 
yellow  gold  with  warmer  highlights  in  the  recessed  areas.  A hint  of 
olive  makes  its  presence  felt  here  or  there. 

The  work  of  Charles  E.  Barber  (obverse)  and  George  T.  Morgan  (re- 
verse) combine  mightily  here  in  this  American-appearing  issue.  Columbia, 
astride  a hippocampus,  signifies  passage  through  the  Panama  Canal.  Morgan’s 
American  eagle  with  raised  wings  on  the  reverse  is  reminiscent  of  early 
Roman  standards. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #007450 
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Splendid  MCMXV-S  Octagonal  Pan-Pac  $50 


1294  1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A high 
degree  of  lustre  adorns  the  frosty  olive-gold  surfaces  of  this  popular 
commemorative  issue. 

PCGS  #007466 

Designed  by  John  R.  Sinnock,  tliis  popular  quarter  eagle  commemora- 
tive celebrates  the  150th  anniversary  of  the  most  important  day  in  American 
history,  the  signing  of  the  Declaration  of  Independence  on  July  4,  1776. 


1295  1926  Sesquicentennial  quarter  eagle.  MS-63  (PCGS).  In- 
tensely lustrous  honey  gold  with  wisps  of  bright  orange  and  yellow 
brilliance. 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

PCGS  #007466 
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Frosty  Uncirculated  1926  Sesquicentennial  $2.50 


{2x  photo) 


1293  MCMXV-S  (1915-S)  Panama-Pacific  gold  $50.  Octago- 
nal. MS-64  (PCGS).  Frosty  orange-gold  surfaces  with  intense 
lustre  and  exquisite  eye  appeal.  Helmeted  head  of  Minerva — or 
Athena — to  left  on  obverse,  rim  of  her  shield  with  date  MCMXV 
present,  all  in  beaded  circle,  solid  outer  circle  encloses  UNITED 
STATES  OF  AMERICA  FIFTY  DOLLARS.  At  each  of  the 
eight  angles  a dolphin  swims,  symbolic  of  good  luck  as  well  as  the 
world’s  new-found  ability  to  travel  across  Panama  in  the  great  new 
Panama  Canal.  Reverse  with  Minerva’s  familiar,  a “wise  old”  owl, 
the  symbol  of  Athens  in  ancient  times.  The  owl  faces  three  quarter 
front  on  a branch  of  pine  needles  and  cones,  with  E PLURIBUS 
UNUM  in  three  lines  behind  it,  all  encompassed  in  a beaded  circle. 
Solid  outer  circle  with  PANAMA-PACIFIC  EXPOSITION  SAN 
FICANCISCO  around,  again,  dolphins  in  each  of  the  eight  angles.  A 


beautifiil  coin  in  all  regards.  Indeed,  this  gorgeous  design  by  Robert 
Aitken  gives  the  Augustus  Saint-Gaudens  MCMVII  High  Relief 
of  a few  years  earlier  a definite  run  for  the  money  where  beautiful 
coin  designs  are  concerned.  (Perhaps  we  can  be  more  gentle  here 
by  saying  that  the  Saint-Gaudens  design  is  the  most  beautiful  of  all 
regttlar-issue  U.S.  coins,  thus  allowing  us  the  freedom  to  give  this 
particular  design  type  the  nod  as  most  beautiful  commemorative  issue, 
although  we  are  certain  some  of  our  readers  may  have  different 
opinions — that  is  what  numismatics  is  all  about.)  An  ever-popular 
commemorative  issue  that  was  produced  to  the  tune  of  1,509  pieces 
of  which  just  645  were  sold;  the  rest  later  relegated  to  the  Mint’s 
crucibles.  This  gorgeous  specimen,  however,  escaped  that  fate,  and 
is  now  offered  for  your  bidding  enjoyment. 

PCGS  #007452 
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Private  and  Territorial  Gold 


Augustus  Bechtler  $1  Gold 

Mint  State 


{2x  photo) 

1297  1849  Moffat  & Co.  $5  gold.  K-4a.  Rarity-4.  AU-55  (NGC). 

A nice  example  of  this  historically  important  issue,  A $5  piece  from 
the  first  year  of  coinage. 

Moffat  & Co.,  named  after  one  of  the  partners,  John  Little 
Moffat,  began  producing  coins  in  the  summer  of  1849,  landing  a 
spot  among  the  earliest  of  the  private  minters.  This  firm  became  the 
most  successful  of  the  early  coiners,  enjoyed  a good  reputation,  had 
strong  connections  politically  and  with  the  press  (so  as  to  prevent 
damaging  arricles  such  as  were  sometimes  written  about  other  assay- 
ers),  and,  in  general,  prospered.  In  1850  the  Treasury  Department 
selected  Moffat  to  receive  Augustus  Humbert  as  the  California 
Assayer  of  Cold,  later  trading  under  the  name  of  the  United  States 

- 


Assay  Office  of  Gold.  In  1853  the  firm,  then  known  as  Curtis,  Perry 
& Ward,  sold  out  to  the  Federal  government.  The  premises  were 
enlarged  slightly  and  opened  as  the  San  Francisco  Mint  in  March 
1854.  The  facilities  were  by  and  large  obsolete,  and  great  difficulty 
was  experienced  by  those  who  worked  there — with  smoke,  fumes, 
and  cramped  spaces.  Finally,  the  cornerstone  was  laid  for  the  second 
San  Francisco  Mint,  which  was  occupied  in  1874. 

PCGS  #010240 

1850  Moffat  & Co.  $5  Gold 


(2x  photo) 

1298  1850  Moffat  & Co.  $5  gold.  K-7.  Ranty-4.  AU-58  (NGC).  A 

lovely  example  in  light  yellow  gold.  Lightly  worn  on  both  sides,  but 
with  some  lustre  remaining  on  the  reverse  in  the  spaces  among  the 
letters.  Attractive  overall.  In  their  day  these  coins  circulated  widely 
and  became  a staple  in  commerce.  Today  they  remain  fairly  scarce, 
but  are  not  great  rarities. 

1 850  represented  the  last  year  in  which  Moffat  produced  coins 
of  the  $5  denomination.  After  that  they  were  preoccupied  with  the 
Treasury  Department  to  work  with  Augustus  Humbert  and  also  to 
conduct  the  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold. 

PCGS  #010243 


(2x  photo) 


1296  Undated  (1842-52)  A.  Bechtler  $1  gold.  Kagin-24.  Rarity-3. 
27G.  MS-62  (NGC).  A lovely  specimen  of  this  famous  coin,  the 
product  of  Augustus  Bechtler  at  the  family  mint  in  Rutherford- 
ton.  North  Carolina.  Boldly  struck  on  both  sides,  with  excellent 
features. 

NGC  Census:  22;  5 finer  (all  MS-63). 

The  Bechtler  family  came  to  America  from  Germany.  Skilled  in  jewelry 
and  watchmaking,  they  set  up  trade  in  Rutherfordton,  North  Carolina,  in  the 
gold  district.  Strikes  there  had  heen  famous  in  early  years,  and  many  viewed 
the  area  as  a land  of  opportunity.  Christopher  Bechtler  began  coining  in 
1830,  aided  by  his  family  members.  Augustus  signed  his  coins  at  a later  date. 
The  operation  continued  until  1852,  although  the  Charlotte  Mint  had  been 
opened  in  1838.  Federal  authorities  made  occasional  notes  of  the  Bechtler 
mint  in  their  reports,  but  no  action  was  taken  against  it.  The  coins  were  found 
to  be  of  full  weight  and  value  and  were  well  accepted  in  the  area. 

PCGS  #010040 


Important  1849  Moffat  $5 
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1852  Assay  Office  $10  Gold 
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Choice  1853  U.S,  Assay  $20 
900  THOUS 
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(2x  photo) 


1299  1852  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold  $10.  K-12a.  Rarity-4.  884 
THOUS.  MS-61  (NGC).  A lustrous  example  with  yellow  and 
orange  toning.  Some  light  friction  is  seen,  but  no  significant  prob- 
lems. A pleasing  example  of  this  disrincrive  design  type  produced  by 
the  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold,  operated  on  the  premises 
of  Moffat  & Company,  later  under  the  partnership  of  Curtis,  Perry 
& Ward. 

NGC  Census:  10;  7 finer  (MS-64  finest). 

The  United  States  Assay  Office  of  Gold  was  the  natural  transition  after 
the  early  coinage  of  1851  bearing  the  imprint  of  Augustus  Humbert,  United 
States  Assayer  of  Gold,  California.  At  first,  under  Humbert’s  watch,  Moffatt, 
holding  a contract  with  the  Treasury  Department,  produced  only  octagonal 
$50  coins.  Later,  smaller  denominations  were  made  with  the  imprint  United 
States  Assay  Office  of  Gold.  The  Assay  COffice  was  a provisional  mint,  .so 
to  speak,  but  continued  to  be  operated  by  Moffat,  as  noted  above.  In  1853 
the  premi.ses  and  equipment  were  sold  to  the  Treasury  Department,  later 
reopening  as  the  San  Francisco  Mint. 

PCGS  #010001 


(2x  photo) 

1300  1853  U.S.  Assay  Office  of  Gold  $20.  K-18.  Rarity-2.  900 
THOUS.  MS-64  (PCGS).  A brilliant,  lustrous,  and  thoroughly 
choice  example  of  this  famous  coin.  The  double  eagle  of  1853  was 
produced  in  large  quantities  at  the  time,  and  was  a staple  in  com- 
merce in  San  Francisco  during  this  and  the  next  several  years.  Few 
if  any  were  saved  for  numismatic  purposes,  except  an  example  for 
the  Mint  Cabinet. 

PCGS  Population:  11;  4 finer  (all  MS-65). 

PCGS  #010013 
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Lustrous  1854  Kellogg  $20 


Mint  State  1854  Kellogg  $20 


1301 


1854  Kellogg  & Co.  $20  gold.  K-1.  Rarity-5.  AU-58  (NGC). 

A splendid  example  of  this  impressive  variety,  a double  eagle  known 
for  its  deeply  basined  obverse  die  and  high  relief  portrait  of  Miss 
Liberty.  The  motif  was  copied  from  the  federal  issue,  but  done 
slightly  differently.  The  coronet  is  inscribed  KELLOGG  & CO. 
Some  contact  marks  are  seen,  none  serious.  Rich  yellow-orange, 
quite  attractive. 

Double  eagles  of  this  general  type  were  minted  by  Kellogg  & 
Company  in  1854  and  1855,  although  the  San  Francisco  Mint 
was  in  operation.  The  supply  of  raw  gold  was  so  extensive  and  the 
demand  for  coins  so  great,  that  both  the  mint  and  Kellogg  issued 
large  numbers  of  this  popular  denomination.  Kellogg  & Company 
was  a latecomer  to  the  coinage  scene.  Later,  the  firm  evolved  into 
Kellogg  & Humbert,  assayers  who  produced  a majority  of  the  gold 
ingots  found  in  the  fabulous  S.S.  Central  America  treasure. 

PCGS  #010222 


(2x  photo) 

1302  1854  KeUogg  & Co.  $20  gold.  K-lb.  Rarity-5.  MS-60  (NGC). 

A lovely  specimen  in  a grade  hardly  ever  seen.  This  1854  Kellogg  & 
Co.  $20  piece  would  be  a fine  addition  to  an  advanced  collection.  As 
on  all  of  these  issues,  the  obverse  die  is  deeply  basined,  permitting 
the  head  of  Miss  Liberty  to  have  more  relief  than  on  U.S.  Federal 
coins.  Basining,  or  curvature  of  the  field  on  the  obverse,  was  neces- 
sary to  achieve  the  high  relief.  Otherwise  the  head  of  Liberty  would 
have  been  raised  on  the  coin  above  the  rim,  and  the  pieces  would 
not  stack  properly. 

PCGS  #010222 
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Pleasing  1855  Kellogg  & Co.  $20 


Mint  State  1860  Clark,  Gruber  $5 


(2x  photo) 

1306  1861  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  $10  gold.  K-7.  Rarity-4.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  A lovely  example,  far  above  average  in  quality  and  eye 
appeal,  of  the  elusive  $10  gold  coin  issued  by  Clark,  Gruber  A:  Co. 
Struck  in  Denver,  this  was  the  second  year  of  the  production  ot  the 
denomination,  the  first  year  of  the  Liberty'  Head  motit  ($10  pieces 
of  1860  depicted  Pikes  Peak). 

PCGS  Population:  13;  1 finer  (MS-61). 

PCGS  #010141 
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(2x  photo) 

1305  1860  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  $5  gold.  K-2.  Rarity-4.  MS-60 
(NGC).  An  attractive  example,  light  yellow  gold,  with  much  lus- 
tre remaining.  While  there  seems  to  be  a lot  of  “stretching”  when 
grades  are  applied  to  territorial  gold  coins,  this  piece  sails  through 
very  nicely,  and  is  just  right  at  MS-60. 

PCGS  #010136 

Important  1861  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  $10 

Among  Finest  Graded 


(2x  photo) 

1304  1860  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  $5  gold.  K-2.  Rarity-4.  MS-61 
(PCGS).  A lovely  example,  classified  as  Mint  State  by  PCGS,  of 
the  first  of  two  years  of  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  coinage  in  Denver. 
Both  obverse  and  reverse  retain  much  original  lustre.  The  color  is 
attractive  light  gold. 

Clark,  Gruber  & Co.,  bankers  in  Leavenworth,  Kan.sas,  set  up 
a branch  bank  and  minting  facility  in  Denver  at  the  height  of  the 
gold  excitement.  Values  from  $2.50  to  $20  were  coined  in  1860 
and  1861.  The  federal  government  purchased  the  facility  in  1862 
but  never  used  it  for  minting  purposes,  although  it  was  designated 
as  the  “Denver  Mint”  in  the  Annual  Reports. 

PCGS  #010136 


1860  Clark,  Gruber  $5  Gold 

Mint  State 


1303  1855  Kellogg  & Co.  $20  gold.  K-3b.  Rarity-5.  AU-58  (NGC). 

A nice  example  of  the  second  and  final  year  of  Kellogg  double 
eagles.  Designed  similar  to  the  preceding,  copied  after  the  Federal 
product,  but  with  distinctive  inscriptions  relating  to  Kellogg  and 
San  Francisco.  The  striking  is  excellent  and  the  appearance  is  just 
right.  Another  important  opportunity. 

NGC  Census:  14;  9 finer  (MS-62  finest). 

PCGS  #010225 
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Another  1861  Clark,  Gruber  $10 


(2x  photo) 

1307  1861  Clark,  Gruber  & Co.  $10  gold.  K-7.  Rarity-4.  AU-58 
(NGC).  Light  yellow  gold.  Sigtiificant  lustre  can  be  seen  in  pro- 
tected areas. 

PCGS  #010141 


New  York  Assay  Office  Ingot 

26.65  Ounces  of  Gold 


1308  1947  New  York  Assay  Bar.  26.65  oz.  A lovely  specimen,  a first 
class  rarity,  of  a gold  ingot  made  at  the  United  States  Assay  Office  in 
New  York  City  in  1947.  The  imprint  on  the  face  is  the  seal  of  the 
assay  office  plus  the  stamp  FINE  and  the  quality  999.7  (999.7  out 
of  1,000  parts  gold,  or  virtually  pure).  On  the  bottom  face  of  the  bar 
is  the  serial  number  299,  and  on  the  top  face  is  the  serial  number, 
16391.  On  the  left  face  is  the  weight  stamped:  OZS  26.65. 

In  1947  these  pieces  could  not  be  legally  held  and,  accordingly, 
did  not  pass  into  the  hands  of  the  public.  Today  a few  exist  from 
various  sources,  possibly  some  sent  overseas  at  the  time,  or  perhaps 
some  kept  on  hand — the  ingots  do  not  speak  to  tell  us.  However, 
they  are  absolute  rarities,  seldom  offered,  so  elusive  that  years  can 
elapse  between  any  offering  on  the  market  by  any  auction  firm. 
With  the  widespread  popularity  of  ingots  from  the  S.S.  Central 
America,  the  present  New  York  Assay  Office  bar  will  be  a nice 
addition  to  an  advanced  collection. 

The  story  of  the  United  States  Assay  Office  in  New  York  City  is  an 
interesting  one,  and  one  of  these  times  we  will  have  to  gather  our  notes  and 
compile  them  for  an  article  in  the  Nuiiiisnuttic  Sim.  In  brief,  in  the  early  1850s 
there  was  great  pressure  by  New  York  City  and  New  York  state  political 
interests  placed  on  Congress  to  open  a mint  in  New  York  City.  This  was 
the  greatest  depot  for  the  arrival  of  gold  from  California,  from  which  point 
much  was  shipped  to  Philadelphia  for  coinage.  New  York  argued  that  a mint 
in  California  would  be  more  efficient,  either  alongside  the  Philadelphia  Mint 
or  the  Philadelphia  Mint  could  be  closed.  This  debate  went  on  for  quite 
some  time,  with  many  speeches,  documents,  and  the  like.  Nothing  came 
to  pass  then  nor  has  it  since.  However,  provision  was  made  for  an  assay  ot- 
fice  to  be  operated  in  connection  with  the  sub-treasury  in  New  York  City. 
The  facility  was  opened  in  1854,  and  served  well  to  process  gold  received 
from  California.  Later,  it  processed  much  other  gold  as  well  and  became 
important  in  the  operations  of  the  Treasury  Department. 
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1309  Kellogg  & Humbert  face  plate.  1857 
value;  $3,253.24.  Recovered  from  the 
treasure  of  the  S.S.  Ceiitnil  America,  this 
is  the  face  plate  taken  from  ingot  number 
672.  The  complete  story  of  the  ingot  is 
given  in  Dave  Bowers’  book,  A History  of 
the  California  Gold  Rush,  together  with  an 
illustration.  Face  plates  were  taken  from 
this  and  certain  other  very  heavy  Kellogg 
& Humbert  assayers  in  order  to  make 
them  more  affordable,  the  present  piece 
probably  selling  for  less  than  $40,000, 
instead  of  well  over  $100,000.  The  gold 
from  the  rest  of  the  bar  was  taken  by 
the  California  Gold  Marketing  Group 
and  used  to  create  the  “comntemorative 
restrikes”  made  in  2001,  described  in  the 
Guide  Book  of  United  States  Coins.  LOwight 
Manley,  leading  light  of  the  California 
Gold  Marketing  Group,  mentioned  to 
us  the  other  day  that  the  demand  for 
these  commemorative  restrikes  has  been 
particularly  intense  lately,  and  owners 
can  make  a nice  profit  on  their  original 
purchases. 

Regarding  Kellogg  Sc  Humbert,  today  the 
firm  is  in  the  forefront  as  the  most  important 
issuer  of  e.visting  gold  ingots  from  the  Cali- 
fornia Gold  Rush  era.  John  Kellogg  and  Au- 
gustus Humbert,  both  with  important  earlier 
historical  connections  to  Kellogg  & Co.  and, 

Humbert,  of  the  United  States  Assay  Office  of 
Gold,  conducted  a partnership  in  San  Francisco 
after  the  coinage  year  ended.  After  1855  the 
San  Francisco  Mint  was  producing  sufficient 
quantities  of  coins  that  the  services  of  private 
mints  became  redundant. 

While  quantities  of  processed  gold  have  not 
been  recorded,  it  is  likely  that  with  their  stellar 
reputation,  Kellogg  & Humbert  enjoyed  the 
largest  business  in  the  city.  Miners,  mining  companies,  banks,  and  others 
brought  gold  dust,  nuggets,  miscellaneous  foreign  gold  coins,  earlier  private 
territorial  gold  coins,  and  other  gold  to  the  firm.  The  metal  was  melted  and 
cast  into  ingots  of  varying  weights,  depending  upon  the  amount  in  a single 
deposit.  Likely,  a typical  process  consisted  of  dozens  of  deposits  of  various 
amounts,  from  a few  hundred  dollars  up  to  a few  thousand  dollars,  waiting 
processing  in  turn.  This  had  to  be  done  individually,  as  the  fineness  or  purity 
of  a deposit  from  one  individual  or  institution  might  be  far  different  from 
that  from  another.  Careful  track  was  kept.  After  the  ingots  were  poured,  a 
small  slice  was  taken  off  of  one  corner  and  assayed.  Afterward,  the  bar  was 
imprinted  in  a series  of  operations.  The  name  of  Kellogg  & Humbert  was 
prominently  given,  as  was  an  assigned  serial  number  for  accounting  purposes, 
plus  the  weight  in  ounces,  plus  the  fineness  expressed  in  one  thousandths, 
such  as,  on  the  present  ingot,  882,  then  the  value.  The  last  was  computed  by 
taking  the  weight  of  the  bar  in  ounces,  multiplying  it  times  the  fineness,  and 
then  multiplying  the  result  by  $20.67  per  ounce,  this  being  the  standard  price 
of  gold  at  the  time.  This  value  was  then  stamped  on  the  face  of  the  bar. 

The  glory  of  Kellogg  & Humbert  today  rests  upon  gold  ingots  shipped 
from  San  Francisco  in  early  August  aboard  the  S.S.  Sonora,  headed  for  the 
Pacific  coast  of  Panama.  Aboard  were  hundreds  of  passengers  and  nearly 
S2  million  worth  of  registered  gold,  plus  an  unknown  amount  of  gold  that 


was  not  officially  listed  with  the  purser  or  insurance  | 
companies.  In  due  course  the  Sonora  reached  Panama 
City,  at  which  time  the  passengers  disembarked  and  the 
cargo  was  offloaded.  All  were  sent  over  the  48-mile  nar- 
row gauge  Panama  Railroad,  connecting  to  Aspinwall 
on  the  Atlantic  side.  There,  the  passengers  and  cargo, 
including  gold  coins  and  bullion,  went  aboard  the 
S.S.  Central  America,  under  Captain  Lewis  Herndon. 

The  mail-carrying  steamers  were  captained  by  United  I 
States  Army  personnel,  whereas  regular  steamers  in  the  | 
San  Francisco  or  other  trades  were  responsible  to  the  | 
shipping  companies.  | 

All  went  well  as  the  ship  headed  northward  to  New  | 
York  City.  A stop  was  made  at  Havana,  but  because  | 
there  was  fear  of  cholera,  most  stayed  aboard  the  ship. 

Some  new  passengers  were  taken  aboard.  However,  one 
man  who  stayed  in  his  hotel  and  missed  his  connection 
had  to  rue  the  possibility  of  waiting  for  the  next  ship. 

All  was  fun  and  games,  more  or  less,  as  the  ship  i 
headed  northward  under  sunny  skies,  in  a warm  climate,  |j 
cooled  by  the  breeze  of  moving  ahead  at  about  16  knots 
per  hour.  Games  indeed  were  played  by  passengers  in 
the  lounge,  and  tun  was  enjoyed  on  the  deck — reading, 
talking,  and  enjoying  the  amenities  of  travel  on  one  of 
the  nicest  ships  of  the  line.  | 

AU  went  well  for  a time,  until  clouds  on  the  horizon  | 

beckoned  an  oncoming  storm.  Winds  rose  and  rose,  and 
the  waves  became  choppy.  A storm  was  about  to  arrive, 
hopefully  a thunderstorm  that  would  pass  in  an  hour  or 
tw'o.  There  was  no  way  to  predict,  no  radio  communica- 
tions from  shore  or  ports  farther  south,  or  anything  other 
than  to  go  on  tradition.  However,  the  winds  increased 
to  gale  force,  then  beyond.  By  the  11th.  a full  fledged 
hurricane  had  engulfed  the  ship,  the  vessel  was  taking 
water  on  board,  passengers  were  sick,  sails  had  been 
ripped  away,  and  disaster  seemed  imminent. 

On  the  12th,  matters  went  from  bad  to  worse. 

The  seas  were  mountainous,  and  the  ship  was  helpless. 

To  make  a long  and  fascinating  story  short,  nearly  all 
the  women  and  passengers  were  taken  otTby  lifeboats, 
connecting  to  two  small  ships  in  the  distance,  each 
tossed  by  waves,  the  Marine  and  the  Ellen.  Not  long 
afterward,  the  ship  foundered,  shook,  and  went  down — with  Captain 
Herndon  standing  on  the  paddlewheel  bo.x — in  the  finest  naval  tradition. 
Several  hundred  people  lost  their  lives.  Some  others  were  later  rescued  at 
sea,  clinging  to  wreckage. 

The  dramatic  story  is  delineated  virtually  hour  bv  hour  in  Dave  Bowers’ 

A California  Gold  Rush  History,  which  has  chapters  on  the  Central  .■imerica 
and  illustrations  of  all  of  the  ingots.  Gary  Kinders’  Ship  of  Gold,  a popular 
title  on  national  bookshelves,  gives  another  less  numismatic  view,  and  is  a 
good  “read.” 

Over  a century  later  the  Columbu.s-America  Discovery  Group,  headed 
by  Bob  Evans  and  Tommy  Thompson,  located  the  long  lost  wreck  in  7.200 
feet  of  water  far  off  the  coast  of  North  Carolina.  Much  treasure  was  recovered 
and.  in  time,  with  a lot  of  complications  intervening,  it  reached  the  market. 

This  too  is  told  in  Dave  Bowers’  book. 

Included  in  the  find  were  several  hundred  gold  ingots,  each  as  pristine 
as  the  day  it  was  made.  Prior  to  that  time  the  number  of  authentic  western 
gold  ingots  in  existence  was  very  few.  with  none  at  all  ot  the  impressive 
size  and  quality  found  on  the  Central  .imerica.  Beth  Deisher,  tor  one.  was 
so  impressed  with  the  treasure  find  that  she  called  this  the  “story  ot  the 
year”  in  2000.  Tlie  treasure  is  long  since  dispersed,  but  the  atternuirket 
continues  to  provide  interesting  examples,  as  with  the  lovely  Kellogg  tace 
plate  offered  here. 


Stunning  Kellogg  & Humbert  Face  Plate 

Gold  Ingot  672,  178.43  Ounces 
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Hawaiian  Coin 


1310  1883  Hawaiian  twenty-five  cents.  MS-65  (PCGS).  A richly 
toned  gem  Hawaiian  c]uarter.  Satiny  lustre  supplies  a breath  of  life 
to  the  rich  golden  toning  highlights. 

PCGS  #010987 


Proof  Sets 


Splendid  Untouched  Gem  1914  Proof  Set 

With  Original  Shipping  Envelope 


1311  Five-piece  1914  Proof  set 
certified  by  NGC,  with  origi- 
nal shipping  envelope  bearing 
stamps  and  wax  seals;  another 
envelope  from  a previous  sale 
has  a hand-written  Walter  Breen 
note  in  pencil  rather  than  his 
typical  bright  pink  or  violet  felt 
tip  marker  renderings.  Most 
significantly,  however,  the  coins 
are  completely  original  in  color 
and  surface,  a very  important 
consideration  for  connoisseurs 
in  today’s  numismatic  climate. 

Additionally,  the  toning  is  uniform  and  attractive  in  appearance: 

☆ Cent.  Proof-66  PJ3.  A frosty  Matte  Proof  Lincoln,  just  the  way 
an  PJ.5  should  appear,  with  a generous  amount  of  original  mint 
bloom  mingling  with  deepening  red,  gold,  and  smoky  pale  violet 

☆ Nickel.  Proof-67.  A truly  splendid  gem  Matte  Proof  Buffalo 
nickel,  the  highlight  of  the  group  m this  writer’s  eyes — though 
you  can  blame  the  favoritism  on  the  design  type  and  nothing  else. 
Essentially  flawless  matte  surfaces  glow  with  lively  pale  gold,  faint 
heather,  and  satiny  pale  electric  blue  ☆ Dime.  Proof-66.  A bit  of 
mint  brilliance  resides  among  the  rich  gunmetal-blue  highlights, 
with  splashes  here  and  there  of  fiery  orange,  crimson,  violet,  and 


gold  on  the  obverse,  the  reverse  domi- 
nated by  gunmetal-blue  and  underlying 
gold  ☆ Quarter.  Proof-66.  Vivid  toning 
highlights  similar  to  the  other  silver 
pieces  ☆ Half  dollar.  Proof-66.  Rich 
toning  highlights  similar  to  the  other 
silver  pieces.  An  incredible  offering  of 
delightfully  original  Proofs  of  1914, 
cent  through  half  dollar,  a set  that  has 
been  out  of  the  numismatic  mainstream 
for  nearly  30  years,  only  now  making 
a grand  appearance  for  the  delight  of 
a new  generation  of  coin  enthusiasts. 
Accompanied  by  the  original  shipping 
envelope  with  appropriate  postmarks  and  stamps  (two  2e  carmine 
or  rose)  and  two  imprinted  sealing  wax  drops,  one  broken  where 
the  envelope  was  opened,  as  well  as  by  the  original  soft  paper  used 
to  wrap  the  pieces  for  shipment.  It  is  hard  to  imagine  a better  “go- 
with”  than  those  offered  with  this  grand  prize.  (Total:  5 pieces, 
plus  paper  ephemera). 

This  amazing  1914-dated  tive-piece  Proof  set  made  its  first  public 
appearance  in  Lester  Merkin’s  sale  of  March  6-7,  1968,  held  at  the  Drake 
Hotel  on  Park  Avenue  in  New  York  City.  Amazingly,  this  particular  Proof 
set  was  offered  in  a run  of  19th  and  2()th  century  Proof  sets  that  appeared  in 
Merkin’s  catalogue  as  299  to  325.  Among  the  other  dates  represented  wem 
1877  through  1880;  1882  and  1883;  1885  through  1890;  1892thmugh  1902; 


')y 


1 


TREASURY  DEPARTMENT 
MtMT  OF  THE  UNITED  STATES 
PHILADELPHIA.  PA. 
SUPERWTSNDENT’S  OFRICS 

OinnCIAL 


‘/U7/ 

.i., ’'StSStw 

^ z ^ a 


280 


Amluigan  Numlsm.vitg  Rarhii  s 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


1906;  1913  (2);  1914;  1916.  Regarding  this  offering  of  Proof  sets,  Merkin’s 
cataloguer,  perhaps  even  Walter  Breen,  noted  the  following: 

“All  of  these  were  obtained  from  the  mint  in  the  year  of  issue,  and  have 
remained  until  now  in  the  original  wrappers  and  envelopes  in  which  they 
arrived.  Some  were  picked  up  in  person,  others  mailed  to  the  collector.  All 
are  pristine  and  uncleaned.  In  all  instances  the  original  wrappers  accompany 
the  sets.  A group  like  this,  unassembled  and  untouclied,  with  the  original 
wrappers,  represents  a historic  opportunity  hardly  ever  matched.  Most  extant 
nineteenth  century  Proof  sets  were  assembled  in  recent  decades;  very  few 
original  sets  remained  intact  because  collectors  preferred  then  as  now  to 
place  the  individual  denomination  with  their  date  sets.  We  strongly  urge 
buyers  of  these  sets  to  retain  them  as  is,  not  cleaning  them,  and  keeping 
the  original  wrappers  and  envelopes  as  an  aid  in  preserving  the  pedigree.” 
Regarding  the  actual  1914  Proof  set  offered  here,  the  cataloguer  had  the 


following  to  say: 

“Five  piece  Proof  set.  Cent  a spotless  matte  gem,  partly  golden,  partly 
deep  iridescence;  Nickel  similar,  partly  pale  gold,  partly  pale  steel-blue;  Dime 
many  shades  of  reddish  gold  and  blue,  mainly  peacock  blue;  Quarter  sunset 
hues  and  sky  blue;  Half  Dollar  identical.  All  coins  Superb  spotless  gems 
of  the  highest  imaginable  quality.  Mailed  from  the  mint  March  12,  1914, 
received  in  Summerville,  S.C.  March  14;  with  the  original  Superintendent’s 
Office  mailing  envelope,  stamped  and  wax  sealed,  together  with  the  usual 
wrappers.  Exceedingly  rare,  a museum  set,  as  almost  all  the  survivors  of  only 
380  originally  issued  were  broken  up  decades  ago  on  behalf  of  collectors  of 
half  dollars.  Should  bring  about  double  the  preceding,  mainly  owing  to  low 
mintages  on  the  silver  coins.” 

From  Lester  Merkin's  sale  of  March  1968,  Lot  324;  Paramount’s  sale 
of  July  1911,  Lot  453. 


1312  1937  five-piece  Proof  set:  ☆ Cent.  Proof-64  ITD  (PCGS).  Mir- 
rored surfaces  with  a splashes  of  faint  sky  blue,  minute  spotting 
noted  under  magnification  ☆ Nickel.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Bright 
iridescent  rainbow  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ Dime.  Proof-64 
(NGC).  Mirrored  surfaces  with  faint  mottled  gray  toning  on  the 
reverse  ☆ Quarter.  Proof-65  (PCGS).  Delicate  frost  over  mirrored 
surfaces  ☆ Half  dollar.  Proof-65  (NGC).  Frosty  golden  and  gray 
toning  over  mirrored  surfaces.  (Total:  5 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

1313  Four  Proof  Sets,  average  grade  Proof-63  to  Proof-65:  ☆ 1952 
☆ 1953  ☆ 1955  ☆ 1956.  All  show  rich  and  varied  toning  highlights, 
and  a few  coins  show  cameo  contrast.  In-person  examination  is 
suggested  to  get  a feel  for  the  toning  patterns.  (Total:  4 sets,  20 
pieces). 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


Mint  Errors 


1314 


Important  1955-S  Wrong  Planchet 


195 5-S  cent.  Struck  on  silver  dime  planchet.  MS-62  (PCGS). 

A fascinating  wrong  planchet  error,  representing  an  essentialized 
type  set  of  1955  San  Francisco  issues  in  just  one  coin!  Highly 
lustrous  brilliant  silver  gray  with  darker  gray  toning  inside  the 
obverse  rims  and  at  the  top  and  bottom  of  the  reverse.  The  eye 
appeal  is  excellent,  with  a thin  horizontal  scratch  across  Lincoln’s 
forehead  and  some  hairlines  on  his  shoulder  resulting  in  the  grade 
assigned.  Some  light  spotting  is  present  in  the  right  obverse  field, 
but  the  cartwheel  and  overall  visual  impact  is  very  nice.  The  date 
and  mintmark  are  bold,  though  the  undersized  planchet  leaves  two 
weak  spots  on  the  reverse.  A highly  desirable  error  with  an  added 
historical  appeal,  as  this  issue  was  the  last  San  Francisco  Mint  wheat 
cent  struck  and  the  dime  of  this  year  was  the  last  to  be  struck  in 
silver  for  circulation  at  this  facility.  The  S mintmark  would  not  be 
seen  again  until  1968.  A charming  and  very  elusive  error  that  also 
boasts  an  exceptional  provenance. 

From  the  Bill  Fivaz  Collection. 

PCGS  #002833 
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1315  195?  cent.  Wheat  reverse.  Struck  on  Honduras  one  centavo 

planchet.  MS-63  RB  (PCGS).  Full  lustre  remains  on  higlily  at- 
tractive surfaces,  showing  much  mint  color  but  mostly  mellowed 
to  a beautiful  violet  in  the  fields.  Beautiful  for  the  grade  with  no 
major  marks  and  only  light  spotting.  The  undersized  planchet  allows 
for  BERTY  and  195  to  be  seen,  and  the  central  reverse  legends  are 
complete.  Though  the  date  is  not  complete,  the  “cracked  skull”  die 
crack  along  Lincoln’s  forehead  may  enable  an  advanced  specialist 
to  pinpoint  the  date.  We  recall  similar  die  cracks  on  a number  of 
issues  from  1954  until  the  end  of  the  series.  An  interesting  wrong 
planchet  error  in  superb  condition. 

From  the  Bill  Fivaz  Collection. 

PCGS  #014504 


1316  1964  cent.  Struck  on  silver  dime  planchet.  AU-58  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  silver  gray  with  good  lustre  and  a faint  overtone  of  gold- 
gray  toning.  The  reverse  is  somewhat  matte  in  appearance,  more 
lustre  on  the  obverse,  scattered  light  marks  including  an  insignifi- 
cant thin  vertical  scratch  in  the  right  obverse  field.  Well  centered 
and  nicely  struck,  with  LIBERTY  and  the  date  complete  and  full 
peripheral  reverse  legends.  A popular  error  in  an  eye-appealing  state 
of  preservation. 

PCGS  #002890 


1317  1989  cent.  Double  denomination  on  struck  dime.  MS-65 
(PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  nickel  gray  with  just  a hint  of  golden 
toning.  A bold  double  denomination,  with  the  dime  undertype 
almost  exactly  upside-down  in  comparison  to  the  cent  strike.  The 
cent  date  is  very  bold  and  the  dime  date  is  complete,  though  the 
final  digit  is  not  fully  defined.  A high-grade  example  with  abundant 
eye  appeal,  a nearly  perfect  specimen  of  this  unusual  “ 1 1 cent  piece” 
type. 

From  the  Bill  Fivaz  Collection. 

PCGS  #003077 


Rare  Double-Dated  Double  Denomination 
1996  Cent  on  1995  Dime 


1318  1996  cent.  Double  denomination  on  1995  dime.  MS-62 
(PCGS).  An  unusual  error,  one  showing  two  different  dates  and 
two  distinct  designs.  Lustrous  nickel  gray  with  light  golden  toning 
and  good  cartwheel  on  both  sides.  Some  minor  hairlines  account  for 
the  assigned  grade.  The  cent  obverse  is  aligned  to  the  dime  reverse 
with  only  light  rotation,  perhaps  30°.  The  6 of  the  cent  date  is  visible 
at  the  base  of  ME  of  DIME  and  the  5 of  the  cent  date,  though  not 
fully  defined,  is  able  to  be  easily  identified  at  E of  CENT.  Double 
denomination  errors  are  elusive  enough,  but  ones  with  two  frill 
dates  like  this  are  quite  rare  and  very  desirable. 

From  the  Bill  Fivaz  Collection. 

PCGS  #003136 


1319  1916  nickel.  Broadstruck.  MS-63  (NGC).  A highly  lustrous 
uncentered  broadstrike.  Deep  gray  with  golden  highlights  and 
splendid  lustre  for  the  grade,  finely  detailed,  strike  positioned  a 
bit  left  of  center,  no  major  marks  or  distractions.  A pretty  example 
of  a popular  error  type. 

PCGS  #003930 


1320  1920  nickel.  Struck  12%  off  center  to  10:00.  MS-62  (PCGS). 

Beautiful  and  lustrous  nickel  gray  with  a light  golden  and  deep  blue 
overtone.  Far  more  attractive  than  the  assigned  grade  suggests, 
though  showing  some  minor  hairlines.  All  major  design  elements 
remain  in  the  struck  area,  but  this  piece  is  still  misstruck  enough 
to  be  very  eye-catching.  It  would  be  a great  single  error  inclusion 
in  an  advanced  Buffalo  nickel  collection  or  could  be  included  in  a 
Buffalo  nickel  clock  position  set. 

From  the  Bill  Fivaz  Collection. 

PCGS  #003944 
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1321  Undated  nickel.  Struck  60%  off  center  to  9:00.  AU-50 
(PCGS).  A major  off-ccntcr  on  this  design  type.  Handsome  deep 
gray  with  light  attractive  toning  and  strong  lustre  remaining  in  the 
fields.  Some  light  hairlines  are  visible  only  under  a glass.  A magnifi- 
cent error,  far  more  misstruck  than  most  Buffalo  nickel  off-centers 
we  have  encountered.  The  obverse  retains  little  more  than  a profile 
while  the  reverse  includes  only  ENTS  and  RICA  of  the  peripheral 
legends.  No  date  or  mintmark  is  visible.  A conversation  piece  and 
a very  impressive  coin. 

From  the  Bill  Fivaz  Collection. 

PCGS  #014511 


1322  1964  nickel.  Struck  on  silver  dime  planchet.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Beautiful  brilliant  silver  gray  with  impressive  cartwheel  lustre  and 
light  reflectivity'.  Scattered  marks  and  abrasions  are  visible,  mostly 
minor,  but  a deep  scratch  is  present  from  central  reverse  to  the 
first  A of  AMERICA.  Just  the  bases  of  the  date  digits  remain  on 
the  planchet,  enough  for  positive  identification,  a testament  to  the 
centering  of  this  specimen.  This  double  denomination  is  tougher 
to  find  than  cents  on  dime  planchets  or  nickels  on  cent  planchets, 
and  we  expect  a strong  bid. 

PCGS  #004075 

1323  Trio  of  PCGS-certified  mint  errors:  ☆ 1971-D  nickel.  Struck 
on  cent  planchet.  MS-63  BN.  Strong  strike,  maroon  with  some 
spotting  on  both  sides  ☆ Undated  nickel.  Struck  on  pre-1982  cent 
planchet.  MS-64  RB.  Eots  of  mint  color  remains,  an  attractive 
piece  ☆ Undated  nickel.  Struck  on  pre-1982  cent  planchet.  MS- 
63  BJ3.  Highly  lustrous  mottled  orange,  a bit  weak  on  Jefferson’s 
face.  (Total:  3 pieces). 


1324  Undated  nickel.  Double  struck  on  clad  dime  planchet.  MS- 
63  (PCGS).  A visually  arresting  striking  error.  Lustrous  nickel 
gray  with  some  evidence  of  the  inner  copper  layer  visible  at  reverse 
peripheries.  The  reverse  is  double  struck,  struck  once  on  center  and 
again  about  50%  off-center  to  1 1 :()()  with  a slight  counterclockwise 
rotation.  The  initial  strike  left  the  obverse  blank,  apparently  due  to 
a second  planchet  in  the  coining  chamber.  The  second  strike  made 
contact  with  the  obverse  side  and  shows  the  design  from  Jefferson’s 
chin  upward,  though  without  a visible  date.  A highly  interesting 
error,  one  that  will  be  enjoyable  and  educational  to  study  and 
perhaps  diagram  precisely  how  it  was  struck. 

PCGS  #014511 


1325  1948-S  quarter.  Struck  on  nickel  planchet.  AU-55  (PCGS). 

Dusky  nickel  gray  with  some  lustre  and  a few  very  faint  streaks 
of  toning  on  the  obverse.  Good  eye  appeal,  copper-shaded  spot 
on  Washington’s  shoulder,  thin  horizontal  scratch  before  face.  A 
highly  unusual  wrong  planchet,  the  first  we  can  recall  seeing  on  a 
San  Francisco  Washington  quarter  of  this  era.  This  piece’s  color 
and  size  apparently  allowed  it  to  circulate  for  a short  time  before  a 
collector  found  it  and  properly  cherished  it.  This  could  be  a prize 
for  a wrong  planchet  specialist. 

PCGS  #005838 


1326  Undated  Denver  Mint  quarter.  Struck  on  silver  dime  plan- 
chet. MS-62  (PCGS).  A desirable  if  diminutive  wrong  planchet 
error.  Lustrous  brilliant  silver  gray  with  only  light  toning.  Ideally 
centered,  with  GOD  WE  RUST  visible  and  a complete  E PLURI- 
BUS  UNUM.  The  D mintmark  is  complete  and  bold.  This  is  the 
sort  of  eye-catching  striking  error  that  even  non-numismatists  are 
irresistibly  drawn  to,  and  we  foresee  error  speciahsts  enjoying  this 
piece  even  more. 

PCGS  #014515 


1327  Quintette  of  PCGS-certified  mint  error  quarters:  ☆ 1971-D 
Struck  on  nickel  planchet.  MS-64.  Highly  lustrous  and  with  a faint 
golden  tone,  well  centered  and  choice  ☆ 1972-D  Struck  on  nickel 
planchet.  MS-64.  Beautiful  cartwheel,  light  toning,  good  strike  and 
centering  ☆ 1973-D  Struck  on  nickel  planchet.  MS-63.  Ideally 
centered  with  a tiny  clip  at  8:00  on  obverse,  light  toning  and  good 
lustre  ☆ Undated  clad  die  adjustment  strike.  AU-58.  Fairly  strong 
at  centers,  weak  at  peripheries,  even  nickel  gray  and  attractive  ☆ 
Undated  corner  clip  on  Type  I blank.  MS-62.  Lustrous  brilliant 
gray  with  a sharp  angle  at  the  periphery,  perhaps  15%  incomplete. 
(Total:  5 pieces) 


1328  1971-D  quarter.  Struck  on  clad  dime  planchet.  MS-61 
(PCGS).  Highly  lustrous  nickel  gray  with  just  a couple  of  minor 
spots.  The  peculiar  centering  toward  the  base  of  the  obverse  allows 
for  a complete  date  and  mintmark,  an  unusual  and  desirable  situa- 
tion. Very  attractive,  a perfect  representative  of  this  error  type. 

PCGS  #005888 


American  Numismatic  Rarities 


The  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection 


1329 


1972-D  quarter.  Struck  on  cent  planchet.  MS-64  BN  (PCGS). 

Lustrous  surfaces  show  rich  violet  highlights  over  chocolate  brown 
fields  and  devices.  Well  struck,  centered  toward  the  bottom  of  the 
obverse  with  a full  date,  mintmark,  and  both  mottos  intact.  A few 
little  spots  are  seen  with  a glass.  An  especially  beautihil  specimen 
of  this  popular  error  type. 

PCGS  #005890 


1330  Undated  quarter.  Corner  clip.  67  grains.  MS-63  (PCGS). 

Brilliant  and  lustrous  with  some  light  flyspecks  and  a trace  of  a 
fingerprint  in  the  upper  left  obverse.  The  corner  clip  removes  the 
date  area  of  the  obverse,  seen  as  a perhaps  135°  angle  at  the  base  of 
that  side.  Another  clip  or  planchet  flaw  is  present  at  IB  of  LIBERT  Y 
and  affects  both  sides.  An  interesting  and  scarce  error  type. 

PCGS  #014515 


1331  A complete  off-center  clad  Washington  quarter  “clock,”  showing 
all  12  Kolit  positions.  An  ideal  display  item,  housed  in  a custom 
Capital  Plastics  holder.  All  are  pleasing  and  lustrous.  Mint  State  or 
nearly  so.  Six  of  the  pieces  show  date:  12:00  (1984),  1:00  (1998), 
2:00  (1998),  9:00  (1998),  10:00  (1983),  and  11:00  (1998).  All  are 
at  least  20%  off-center,  most  are  about  50%  and  some  are  closer 
to  70%.  A blank  planchet  is  included  at  center.  A very  nice  col- 
lection that  would  be  difficult  to  assemble  individually.  (Total:  13 
pieces) 

From  the  Bill  Fivaz  Collection. 


1332  1999-P  Georgia  quarter.  Deep  die  cap,  double  struck  obverse. 
MS-65  (PCGS).  A magnificent  misstrike,  a deep  die  cap  with 
several  strikes  on  center  and  a single  off-center  strike  at  9:00.  The 
centers  are  deeply  lustrous  and  brilliant,  with  some  copper  show- 
ing within  the  skyward  reeding  that  surrounds  the  deep  obverse. 
We  would  estimate  that  there  were  three  on-center  strikes,  giving 
the  cap  good  depth  and  creating  an  interesting  distortion  on  the 
reverse.  The  final  strike  is  approximately  50%  off-center  at  9:00 
with  a 90°  rotation.  The  end  result  is  a very  impressive  error  coin, 
a display  piece  of  note  and  a cornerstone  to  a collection  of  state 
quarter  errors. 

From  the  Bill  Fivaz  Collection. 

PCGS  #005950 


1333  1964  half  dollar.  Struck  on  silver  quarter  planchet.  MS-63 
(PCGS).  Brilliant  silver  gray  with  impeccable  lustre  and  excellent 
eye  appeal  for  the  assigned  grade.  Nicely  struck  and  only  showing 
minor  field  abrasions.  The  undersized  planchet  was  centered  in  the 
dies  in  a way  that  allows  for  a complete  1964  date  and  intact  IN 
GOD  WE  TRUST.  A lovely  example  of  this  error  type. 

PCGS  #006706 


1334  1965  half  dollar.  Struck  on  clad  quarter  planchet.  AU-58 
(PCGS).  Even  golden  gray  covers  highly  lustrous  surfaces.  Bright 
and  appealing,  just  a few  minor  hairlines,  choice  overall  eye  appeal. 
A hill  date  and  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  motto  are  present  on  the  coin 
despite  the  undersize  planchet.  A particularly  nice  specimen. 
PCGS  #006708 


1335  1971-D  half  dollar.  Struck  on  nickel  five-cent  planchet.  MS- 
63  (PCGS).  Even  nickel  gray  with  subtle  lustre.  Ideally  centered, 
with  a bold  bust  of  Kennedy  taking  up  most  of  the  obverse,  and  just 
the  very  topmost  points  of  the  date  numerals  allowing  for  positive 
identification.  The  eagle  is  perfectly  centered  on  the  reverse.  Some 
minor  granularity  is  present  at  the  central  obverse,  but  no  major 
marks.  A very  impressive  and  elusive  error. 

PCGS  #006717 


1336  1979  half  dollar.  Struck  on  SBA  $1  planchet.  MS-65  (PCGS). 

Excellent  cartwheel  lustre  encircles  golden  gray  surfaces.  Boldly 
struck  and  nicely  centered,  with  the  tops  ot  the  date  digits  visible 
and  easily  identified.  The  surfaces  are  especially  choice.  A very 
popular  error  type  using  the  short-lived  mini-dollar  planchet. 
PCGS  #006735 
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1337  Undated  half  dollar.  Struck  on  clad  dime  planchet.  MS-64 
(PCGS).  Another  fascinating  wrong-planchet  Kennedy.  Highly 
lustrous  surfaces  show  faint  golden  toning  and  exemplary  eye 
appeal.  Kennedy’s  perfectly  centered  portrait  dominates  the  tiny 
planchet,  with  IN  GOD  visible  beneath  his  chin.  UNITEf)  and 
the  right  side  of  the  seal  are  visible  on  the  reverse.  Wrong  planchet 
errors  with  this  much  disparity  between  the  size  of  the  dies  and  the 
size  of  the  planchet  are  always  fascinating  to  look  at,  and  they  are 
considerably  more  elusive  that  other  types  that  are  clo.scr  in  size 
to  the  intended  planchet.  This  one  will  give  the  winning  bidder  a 
conversation  piece  for  years  to  come. 

PCGS  #014516 


1338  Undated  (pre-1983)  half  dollar.  JFK  struck  on  copper  cent 
planchet.  MS-64  RB  (PCGS).  ITich  orange-brown  surfaces  show 
golden  and  violet  highlights.  A marvelous  little  coin  with  excel- 
lent surface  quality.  Most  ot  Kennedy’s  head  is  present,  from  the 
corner  of  his  eye  to  the  back  of  his  head,  along  with  much  of  RTY 
of  LIBERTY.  The  reverse  shows  most  of  the  eagle.  Half  dollars 
on  cent  planchets  are  rarely  met  with,  but  when  found  look  very 
impressive  indeed!  This  could  be  a centerpiece  in  a well  formed 
error  collection. 

PCGS  #014516 


rare  in  general,  and  edge  strikes  as  a category  arc  perhaps  nearly  as 
elusive.  This  specimen  belongs  in  an  advanced  collection  of  error 
coins,  perhaps  one  focusing  on  this  large  and  popular  denomina- 
tion. 


1340  1974  dollar.  Struck  on  half  dollar  planchet.  MS-64  (PCGS). 

Choice  nickel  gray  surfaces  show  exemplary  cartwheel  lustre.  Ex- 
cellent eye  appeal,  just  a few  little  marks  and  a thin  scratch  behind 
Ike’s  shoulder.  About  half  of  the  date  is  present,  enough  that  each 
of  the  numerals  is  readily  identified,  and  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  is 
just  about  complete.  The  central  reverse  device  is  nicely  centered.  A 
high-grade  example,  sure  to  see  active  bidding.  Eisenhower  dollar 
remain  one  of  the  most  popular  modern  scries  to  pursue  for  error 
enthusiasts. 

PCGS  #007415 


Fascinating  Edge  Strike  1973-S  $1 

An  Extremely  Rare  Type 


1339  1973-S  silver  Eisenhower  dollar.  Double  strike,  second  strike 
on  edge.  Proof-63,  old  cleaning.  Highly  reflective  silver  gray 
surfaces  show  some  sparse  golden  toning.  Light  hairlines  are  visible 
in  areas  of  the  fields,  not  an  offensive  amount,  and  the  eye  appeal  is 
very  strong.  This  piece  represents  an  extremely  rare  striking  error 
category;  the  edge  strike.  This  particular  piece  was  struck  once 
normally,  improperly  ejected,  then  struck  while  standing  perpen- 
dicular to  the  die  faces  such  that  the  dies  came  down  on  the  edges 
of  the  coin.  A dent  over  T of  LIBERTY,  when  examined,  yields 
the  impression  of  the  area  between  the  eagle’s  tail  and  wing,  while 
opposite  the  coin  near  T of  TRUST  a short  outline  of  the  back 
of  Eisenhower’s  head  may  be  seen.  Errors  on  Proof  coins  are  very 


1341  1976-D  dollar.  Struck  30%  off  center.  MS-62  (PCGS).  A re- 
markable striking  error  on  a Bicentennial  Ike.  Soundly  off-center  to 
5:00,  highly  lustrous  and  brilliant.  The  mintmark  remains  complete 
on  the  obverse,  scattered  minor  marks  and  some  bluntness  of  strike 
noted.  This  one  year  type  (struck  over  two  calendar  years)  is  elusive 
in  error  form,  and  only  rarely  are  Ike  dollars  found  more  off-center 
than  seen  here. 

From  the  Bill  Fivaz  Collection. 

PCGS  #007421 


1342  Pair  of  PCGS-certified  wrong  planchet  errors;  ☆ 1971-D 
cent.  Struck  on  clad  dime  planchet.  MS-64.  Lustrous  nickel  gray, 
well  struck  and  perfectly  centered  ☆ 1965  nickel.  Struck  on  clad 
dime  planchet.  AU-58.  Good  lustre,  light  golden  toning,  centered 
to  the  right  with  a full  bold  date.  (Total:  2 pieces) 
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1343  C'avalcadc  ot'PCXiS-ccrtified  mint  errors:  ☆ 1975  nickel.  Double 
clip  and  incomplete  punch.  MS-62.  Two  small  clips  are  visible, 
oriented  on  the  obverse  at  1 :()()  and  6:30,  while  a substantial 
crescent  impression  of  the  planchet  cutter  runs  from  IN  through 
the  top  ofJetTersoii’s  head  to  rim.  Lustrous  silver  gray  ☆ 1946-D 
dime.  Broadstruck  on  Type  I planchet.  AU-55.  Nicely  centered 
and  well  detailed.  Frosty  silver  gray  with  some  light  gold  toning. 
☆ Undated  dime.  Split  silver  planchet,  23  grains.  MS-61.  Highly 
textured  horizontal  striations  on  the  split  “obverse,”  usual  reverse  of 
a type  two  planchet.  Silver  gray  with  a light  green  tone  ☆ 1974-D 
dime.  Reverse  partial  brockage  by  fragment.  MS-62.  A fascinating 
specimen  with  Roosevelt’s  chin  and  IN  GOD  WE  TRUST  incuse 
and  upside-down  atop  the  reverse.  Unevenly  struck  otherwise,  a 
few  obverse  pits,  very  eye-catching  ☆ Undated  half  dollar.  Silver 
Type  II  blank  planchet.  MS-62.  Tiny  clip  at  12:00  (as  oriented), 
lustrous  light  silver  gray  ☆ 1887  dollar.  135®  counter-clockwise 
rotated  reverse.  VF-35.  Pleasing  antique  gray,  an  unusual  error. 
(Total:  6 pieces) 

1344  Quartette  of  certified  mint  errors,  including  a Canadian 
wrong  planchet:  ☆ Canada.  1964  cent.  Struck  on  nickel  100 
planchet.  MS-64  (PCGS).  Brilliant  silver  gray  and  lovely  ☆ 1945 
dime.  Struck  15%  off  center.  MS-62  FB  (NGC).  Oriented  to  12:30 
with  top  of  cap  at  rim.  Brilliant  and  lustrous,  an  eye-catching  error 
on  a popular  type  ☆ 1999-D  Connecticut  quarter.  Die  adjustment 
strike  (NGC).  A shadow  of  a tree  is  visible  along  with  the  tops  of 
CONNECTICUT,  flat  ghostly  representation  of  Washington’s 
profile  and  temple,  fascinating  ☆ 2000-D  Virginia  quarter.  LDie 
adjustment  strike  (NGC).  A good  bit  of  the  ship  remains,  most 
of  UNITED  STATES  OE  AMERICA  and  a good  of  flat  bust  of 
Washington,  more  detailed  than  the  previous  coin  but  very  visually 
interesting.  (Total:  4 pieces) 

From  the  Bill  Fivaz  Collection. 


Miscellaneous  U.S.  Coins 

1345  Trio  of  certified  Proofs  coins:  ☆ 1938  Lincoln  cent.  Proof-64 
RB  (PCGS) . Bright  iridescent  magenta  and  sea  green  at  the  periph- 
eries ☆ 1938  Mercury  dime.  Proof-66  (NGC).  Splashes  ofbright 
iridescent  rose  and  orange  on  the  obverse,  reverse  with  faint  golden 
gray,  rose,  magenta,  and  blue  toning  ☆ 1938  Washington  quarter. 
Proof-67  (NGC).  Delicate  frosty  gray  over  mirrored  surfaces  with 
splashes  of  rainbow  iridescence  at  the  obverse  periphery.  (Total:  3 
pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

1346  Trio  ofPCGS-certified  small  denomination  coinage:  ☆ 1865 
two-cent  piece.  Fancy  5 in  date.  MS-63  ILB.  Attractive  surfaces  ☆ 
1865  nickel  three-cent  piece.  MS-63.  Rose-gray  surfaces.  Struck 
from  heavily  clashed  dies  ☆ 1852  silver  three-cent  piece.  Golden 
olive  with  splashes  of  blue  at  the  peripheries.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

1347  1942-dated  Proof  coins:  ☆ Nickel.  Type  1.  Proof-66  (PCGS). 
Frosty  olive  and  rainbow  iridescence  on  both  surfaces  ☆ Dime. 
Proof-66  ☆ (NGC).  Sky  blue,  gold,  and  golden  orange  at  the  pe- 
ripheries ☆ Quarter.  Proof-67  (NGC).  Iridescent  gunmetal-blue, 
rose,  and  gold  toning  over  both  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

l-'rom  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


1348  Trio  ofPCGS-certified  Proof  coins:  ☆ 1961  nickel.  Proof-66. 
Rainbow  iridescence  over  reflective  surfaces  ☆ 1939  quarter.  Proof- 
66.  Rainbow  iridescent  toning  at  the  peripheries  ☆ 1962  quarter. 
Proof-67.  Frosty  lilac,  steel  blue,  and  golden  brown  toning  over 
mirrored  surfaces.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 

1349  A trio  of  silver  type  coins,  each  certified  by  NGC:  ☆ 1 833  half 
dime.  LM-9,  V-6.  Rarity-2.  MS-61.  Lustrous  light  silver  gray  ☆ 
1835  half  dollar.  0-107.  Rarity-1.  AU-58.  Pleasing  light  gray  with 
a faint  golden  tone  and  good  lustre  ☆ 1843-0  half  dollar.  MS-61. 
Frosty  brilliant  silver  gray.  (Total:  3 pieces) 

1350  PCGS-certified  gold  type  set:  ☆ 1855  gold  dollar.  Type  11. 
AU-5().  Rose  gold  surfaces  ☆ 1904  Liberty  quarter  eagle.  AU-58. 
Bright  and  lustrous  orange  gold  surfaces  ☆ 1915  Indian  quarter 
eagle.  AU-50.  Lustrous  golden  surfaces  ☆ 1880  Liberty  half  eagle. 
AU-50.  Lustrous  yellow  gold  with  hints  of  orange  ☆ 1915  Indian 
half  eagle.  AU-55.  Lustrous  rose  gold  ☆ 191()-D  Indian  eagle.  AU- 
58.  Satiny  yellow  gold  with  rose  highlights  ☆ 1904  Liberty  double 
eagle.  MS-63.  Lustrous  rose  gold  surfaces  ☆ 1914-S  Saint-Gaudens 
double  eagle.  MS-62.  Golden  orange  surfaces.  (Total:  8 pieces) 

From  the  Robert  Michael  Prescott  Collection. 


Canadian  Coin 


splendid  Gem  Specimen  1881-H  Canada  Ifzl 


1351  1881-H  ten  cents.  SP-66  (NGC).  Reeded  edge,  coin  turn  dies, 
180®  turn  when  coin  is  flipped  on  its  horizontal  axis.  An  incred- 
ibly lovely  and  simply  astonishing  gem  Specimen  strike  ot  this 
popular  and  desirable  Heaton  Mint  issue.  Highly  reflective  fields 
and  frosty  motifs  display  rich  golden  gray,  lilac,  and  faint  electric 
blue  iridescence.  Design  motifs  are  as  sharp  as  ever  seen  on  a Ca- 
nadian coin  of  the  denomination,  a definite  plus  for  all  concerned. 
From  a small,  unrecorded  Specimen  mintage  for  the  date;  indeed, 
the  Krause-Mishler  19th  Century  World  Coin  Catalogue  notes 
specimen  sets  of  1881,  but  not  mentioning  the  Heaton  Mint.  An 
extraordinarily  beautiful  item,  the  sort  of  coin  that  makes  you  want 
to  collect  Canadian  issues. 

The  letter  punches  used  on  the  obverse  of  this  particular  die  were  obvi- 
ously beginning  to  show  their  age.  For  instance,  the  first  I in  VICTORIA  has 
an  obviously  patched  top,  while  the  second  1 is  missing  the  upper  left  serit; 
this  same  I punch  is  used  in  DEL  The  1 in  GILATIA  REGINA  is  more  like  a 
candlestick  with  a blunt  top  that  shows  no  serifs.  Additionally,  the  upper  curve 
of  the  G in  REGINA  is  “broken”  as  is  the  bottom  of  the  D in  CANADA. 
Elsewhere  in  CANADA,  the  lowest  serifs  on  each  A are  rounded  and  nearly 
missing,  and  the  two  bottom  serifs  on  the  N are  non  existent. 

End  of  Sale 
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The  finest  known 
1797 half  dollar, 
pedigreed  to  the 
Norweb  Collection  and 
graded  MS-66  (NGC) 
realized  $966,000  in 
our  March  2004  sale  of 
the  Haig  Koshkarian 
Collection. 


The  city  of  Baltimore  has  a rich  numismatic  tradition 

dating  back  to  the  cradle  days  of  American  numismatics  and  continuing  on 
through  the  present  day,  as  the  site  of  some  of  the  nation’s  most  prestigious 
and  well-attended  coin  conventions. 

At  American  Numismatic  Rarities,  Baltimore  is  one  of  our  prime  locations 
for  our  auction  events.  Held  in  the  spring  and  fall,  just  prior  to  major 
conventions  at  the  Baltimore  Convention  Center,  ANR’s  Baltimore 
auctions  have  been  among  our  most  successful. 

In  fact,  some  of  our  most  knowledgeable  and  experienced  consignors 
— have  chosen  our  March  auction  in  Baltimore  to  showcase  their  specialized 
collections.  Haig  Koshkarian,  MD,  a connoisseur  who  patiently  and  carefully 
assembled  a superb  type  set  of  United  States  coins,  chose  to  showcase  his  fine 
collection  in  our  March  2004  sale  held  in  Baltimore.  A year  later,  Richard 
Jewell,  whose  collection  of  $3  gold  coins  was  unparalleled  in  modern 
numismatics,  chose  our  Baltimore  auction  event  for  the  sale  of  his  pieces. 

We  invite  you  to  be  a part  of  our  Baltimore  auction  tradition.  We  are  currently 
accepting  consignments  for  our  March  14-15,  2006  auction.  Don’t  miss 
this  opportunity  to  showcase  your  coins  to  their  finest  advantage  and 
realize  top  market  price  in  this  prestigious  auction  event. 

Join  the  most  successful  auction  firm  in  the  business. 

If  you  are  considering  selling  and  would  like  to  realize  top  market 
price  for  your  coins,  we  invite  you  to  consign  at  favorable  terms 
to  ANR,  where  your  pieces  will  be  showcased  to  their  best  advan- 
tage. Additionally,  you  will  have  an  enjoyable  experience  work- 
ing with  members  of  the  ANR  staff  Simply  email  Rick  Bagg  at 
rickb@anrcoins.com  or  John  Pack  at  johnp@anrcoins.com.  Or,  for 
immediate  information,  call  us  toll-free  at  1-866-81 1-1804. 


The  Jewell 
Collection  1875 
$3  Gold,  Proof-64 
(PCGS)  realized 
$138,000 
in  our  2005 
Baltimore  auction 
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